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CRAFTSMAN. 


Nona etas agitur, pejoraque ſacula ferri 
Temporibus, quorum ſceleri non inuenit ipſa 


Nomen, & a nullo poſuit natura metallo. Tuv, 
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Moxvp ar, December 5. 1726. 


I. is uſually expected that Per- 
* ons, who preſume to inſtruct 
or entertain the Publick, 
ſhould give ſome account of 
WA themſelves, and of thoſe par- 
um ticular endowments, which 
they poſſeſs to qualify them for ſuch an un- 
dertaking. Tho? I am ſenſible of the pre- 
judices which adhere to a known Author, 
and how perſonal defects are apt to inter- 
fere with a publick character, yet I think 
this expeQation ſo reaſonable in general, 
that I have determined to place my name 
at the head of this paper, and deſign: to ac- 
quaint the world with ſome of the moſt 
remarkable particulars - my life. ; 
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1 am, by birth, the fecond fon of A 
brabm D Amwoers Efq; a gentleman of an 
ancient family, and no. inconſiderable eſtate 
in the north of Exglend, and was born in 
that Year whlch is become a remarkable 
æra, on account of the Reſtauration of our 
ancient eſtabliſhed Government under King 
Charles II. and the auſpicious birth of his 
prefent moſt excellent Majeſty. I received 
} the firſt rudiments of my education, under 
— the famous Dr. Busby, at . eſiminſter 
School ; from whence I was tranſplanted 
to Chr:i/t-Church College in Oxford, where 
I continued between three and four years ; 
at the expiration of which I was entered of 
Gray's-Inn, and applied my ſelf to the ſtu- 
dy of the Law. When I was firſt called 
to the Bar, I attended very conſtantly in 
Weſtminſter-Hall, and Ex ined confiderable 
reputation in my profeſhon ; but my elder 
brother dying ſoon after, by which I came 
into the poſſeſhon of a competent eſtate, 
and having before taken a diſguſt to the 
chicanry of that buſineſs, and the prevail- 
ing practice of the courts, I reſolved to live 
a retired life, and indulge my natural in- 
| clination to the politer arts. I had, how- 
ever, been ſo long accuſtomed to private 
chambers, and a recluſe manner of lis, that 
I reſolved to continue in the fame method, 
which I have accordingly done ever ſince 
in Cray s-Inn, and was made a *** of 
| at 
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that venerable ſociety near twenty years 
bay I quitted the long Robe very early, it 
gave me an opportunity of furniſhing my 
{elf with ſome degree of knowledge in moſt 
arts and profeſſions : I have had leiſure, for 
theſe many years, to make my obſervations 
on men and things; to amuſe my ſelf with 
the Writings of ancient and modern authors; 
to look into the conſtitutions of the moſt 
flouriſhing ſtates in all ages, and particu- 
larly our own; and have trom time to time 
made my remarks on the ſeveral changes 
and revolutions which have happened, not 
only in the publick tranfaQions of govern- 
ment, but alſo in the private opinions of 
mankind, and the conduct of particular 
parties : of all which the reader will be 
fully apprized in the courſe of my future Lu- 
cubrarions. 

What chiefly determined me at this time 
to appear in ſuch a manner, is the uſage L 
have lately receivꝰd from a certain Writer, 
who has thought fit to break into the private 
concerns of my family, and publickly ex- 
pole me to the-world, for my good nature 
and indulgence to one of my ſervants; in 
which, perhaps, I am not altogether excu- 
ſable. Iam, indeed, ſomewhat obliged to the 
Gentleman for the good character which he is 
pleaſed to give me, as to my natural diſpoſi- 

tion; but Ithink it very hard to ſee my private 
| weakneſles, 
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weaknefles, and the infirmities of old age 
ſet forth to the world in ſo glaring a man- 
ner; for though I am ready to allow that 
the univerſal complaints againſt /ervants 
are too juſt, that their corruptions are grown 
very enormous, and that I may, in parti- 
cular, have contributed to this publick evil 
by too much lenity to my Coachman, who 
has not deſerved ſuch tenderneſs at my 
hands; yet ſome allowances ought certain- 
ly to be made to a man 1n years, who, be- 
ing naturally fond of eaſe, is willing to 
over-look a thouſand little faults and im- 
pertinences, rather than part with an old 
ſervant, who was brought up in his family 
from a child, and for whom he has contracted 
a ſort of natural Affection. | 

But fince the caſe of my man Ros ix has 
been made fo publick as to become the ſub- 
jet of all converſation, and my conduct 
therein has been much blamed, as ſetting 
a bad example to other ſervants, I will in 
a ſhort time give the publick an account 
of that whole affair, and of the motives 
which have hitherto induced me to pro- 
ceed in this gentle manner with ſo ungrate- 
ful and refractory a ſervant. In the mean 
time I muſt acquaint the World, that the 
relation which they have ſeen of this affair, 
in a Letter ſigned Will Zohn/on, publiſhed 
in the Country Gentleman, 1s, in ſeveral in- 
ſtances, falſe and erroneous ; particularly 
at 
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at the Concluſion, where it is ſaid, that 
Nobin at laſt fell from his coach-box, and 
broke his neck; for I do hereby aſſure the 
publick, that there was nothing in that ſtory, 
any farther than that he received a little 
ſhock one night by driving in the dark 
againſt another Gentleman's coach: but 
however he might ſuffer in his reputation 
as to coachmanſbip, and forfeit the charac- 
ter of a Kilful and ſober driver, yet he was 
ſo far from breaking his neck, that he 
drove me but yeſterday to Hampſtead, and 
J have been prevailed on, by the ſtrong 
interceſſion of his Friends, and his own 
promiſes of amendment, to continue him 
in my ſervice this winter; but if he does 
not immediately grow better, I am reſolved, 
notwithſtanding any importunities whatſo- 
ever, to diſcard him entirely, and give him 
up to the ſtricteſt ſeverity of the Law. 

I have likewiſe reaſon to complain of the 
writer beforementioned, for repreſenting 
me in that paper as a perſon of an zndolent 
temper, if by that phraſe he means one 
who is unconcerned for the welfare of his 
fellow ſubjects, and the proſperity of his 
native country. I hope a man may be al- 
lowed to live quietly, and indulge the ſere- 
nity of his mind in old age, without draw- 
ing on himſelf the imputation of being cold 
and ſpiritleſs; for certainly there is ſome 
difference between being eaſy and* indolent, 

8 | between 
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5 8 The CRAFTSMAN! N 
between ſubmitting peaceably to ſeveral 
| things, which a private man cannot help, 
and his being perfectly indifferent whether 
they were better managed, or not. How- 
ever, the charge againſt me is contained in 
ſuch general terms, and I am fo loth to truſt 
to the candor of the world for their con- 
ſtruction, that I chuſe to interrupt my de- 
firable tranquility, and enter upon a Scene 
of action in my declining years, rather than 
lie under the leaſt ſuſpicion of a tame and 
Vicious indolence. 
As it is frequently obſerved, that thoſe 
ns think moſt, who ſpeak leaſt, ſo per- 
haps it will hold equally true, that They 
form the ſoundeſt judgment of what paſſes 
in the world, who live moſt retired from 
the buſtle of it. As to my ſelf, however 
inconſiderable I may ha ve been thougi for 
the greateſt part of my life, I hope to con- 
vince the world that I am not ſo indolent and 
careleſs a ſpectator, as this Author is plea- 
ſed to repreſent me; but, on the contrary, 
that I am as warmly affected with the inte- 
reſt of my country, as any man in it, and 
look with equal concern upon the manifold 
vices and corruptions, upon that general 
proſtitution of principles and degeneracy of 
manners, which have by degrees over-run 
the whole kingdom, and put virtue and 
honeſty almoſt quite out of countenance. 
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As for the corruptions of ſervante, I can 
look upon them in no other light than as 
the natural conſequences of the corrup- 
tions of thoſe in an higher ſphere. The 
merals of the maſter are generally exhi- 
bited to us, in the behaviour of his domeſ- 
ticks; for which reaſon I think it ridicu- 
lous to endeavour at a Reformation of them, 
unleſs we begin with one amongſt our 
ſelves : the effect cannot be removed, whilſt 
the cauſe remains: et the ax be laid to the 


' woot of the tree, if you would effectuall 


ſtop the growth of this evil ; for it wi 
avail but little to lop off a few yy ant" 
branches and excreſcencies, when the nobler 
and vital parts are ſo dangerouſly affected. 
It is for this reaſon that I have rig 


my Paper the CxAarTSMAN ; under whi 
eneral character I deſign to lay open tlie 
trauds, abuſes, and ſecret iniquities of 
all profe ſſions, not excepting thoſe of my 
own, which is at preſent notoriouſly adul- 
terated with pernicious mixtures of Craft, 
and ſeveral ſcandalous proſtitutions. The 
ſame malignant contagion has infected 
the other learned faculties and, polite pro- 
feſſions; it has crept into the Camp as well 
as the Court ; prevailed in the Church as 
well as the State; has vitiated the Country 
in the ſame manner that it has poiſoned the 
City, and work'd itſelf into every part of 
our conſtitution, from the higheſt offices of 
B lite, 
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life, down to the loweſt occupations, in a re- 
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gular and gradual deſcent. | 

It is my deſign, in this paper, to detect 
and animadvert upon all theſe corruptions, 
as far as they come within my knowledge; 
to ſhew how general the evil is grown, 
and how Craft predominates in all profeſ- 
ſions. But the myſtery of Szate-Craft a- 
bounds with ſuch innumerable frauds, pro- 
ſtitutions, and enormities, in all ſhapes, 
and under all diſguiſes, that it is an inex- 
hauſtible fund, an eternal reſource for ſatire ' 
and reprehenſion; ſince from this grand 
fountain of Corruption flow all thoſe little 


| ſtreams and rivulets, which have ſpread 


themſelves through every part of this king- 
dom, and debauched all ranks and orders 
of men: it ſhall therefore be my chief bu- 
ſtneſs to unravel the dark ſecrets of political 


Craft, and trace it through all its various 


windings, and intricate receſſes. I am aware 
of the difficulties of this task, and of the 
ridicule which it will draw upon me. I 
know the faſhionable part of the world, 
which includes the vain and ſuperficial, as 
well as the ſelf- intereſted and corrupt, will 
call me a doting old Blockhead for making 
ſuch an attempt, and impute my remon- 
ſtrances againſt vice to the peeviſhneſs and 
protervity of Age, which naturally inclines 
us to be out of humour with the preſent 


times, and to extol thoſe which are 770 2 
ut 
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but as the ſober part of mankind will, I 
doubt not, judge otherwiſe of this affair, 
and as I have been in a manner neceſſitated 
to this undertaking, by the unkind treat- 
ing of the Letter- writer before mentioned, 
ſo I have armed my mind with ſufficient re- 
ſolution to deſpiſe any reproaches or perſonal 
invectives, which may be thrown upon me, 
whilſt I am carrying it on. 
As I am acknowledged by this author 
himſelf to be a Gentleman of great worth 
and natural probity; and, the faults, with 
which he charges me, being, at the wort, 
faults on the right /ide, the glorious errors 
of too much /enity and good nature, fo 1 
hope the reader is inclin'd to believe that 
I am not altogether unqualified for this 
work; unleſs an honeſt diſpoſition, join'd 
with a liberal education, long experience, 
and the knowledge of men as well as of 
books, can be ſuppoſed to be no qualifications. 
But though I hive all theſe advantages on 
my fide, yet I am not, like ſome old men, 
ſo ſelf-ſufficient and opiniated of my own 
abilities, as to imagine that I ſtand in need 
of no aſſiſtance; but ſhall be very much 
obliged to any Gentlemen, who approye 
of this deſign, and will favour me with their 
correſpondence. 
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Rara temporum felicitas, ubi ſentire que velis 
et qua ſentias dicere licet. | Tacit, 


FRIDAY, December 9. 
FEEL) 


HE liberty of ſpeaking, or pub. 
; 7 liſbing our thoughts (which, Io 
W che iavention o Printing, has been 
EZ uſually call'd the Liberty of the 
PRESS) is a thing very little underſtood, 
and but rarely enjoy'd; for though it is 
rye one of the greateſt bleſſings of a 
free people, and juſtly valued as ſuch, by 
all men of ſeiiſe, whoſe practices have not 
| made them afraid of it, or when it does not 
= interfere with ſome particular views ; yet 
= this is ſo frequently the caſe, eſpecially 
amongſt Great Men, that, in moſt arbitra- 
ry Governments, it lies under ſuch reſtraints 
and diſcouragements, as amount almoſt to 
a prohibition ; and, in too many free coun- 
tries, we meet only with the ſhadow of this 
privilege inſtead of the ſubſtance. 
By the Liberty of the Preſs, we are not 
to underſtand apy licentious freedom to 5 
0 3 „ vile 
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Nel. The CRAFTSMAN, 13 
vile our lawful Governors and Magi- 
ſtrates ; to traduce the eſtabliſh'd Laws and 
Religion of our Country ; or any attempts 
to weaken and ſubvert, by opprobious 
writings, that ſacred Reſpect and Vene- 
ration, which ought always to be maintain'd 
for authority, and perlons in authori- 
ty. Neither ought the Preſs to be made 
an engine to deſtroy the reputation of our 
neighbours, or to prejudice any private ſub- 
je, by inſulting his perſonal frailties, miſ- 
fortunes, or defects, or by expoling the ſe- 
crets of his family to publick laughter and 
ridicule ; for as theſe are things only of a 
private nature, which do not affect the pub- 
lick, ſo the publick has no right to the 
knowledge of them; and indeed the Law 
has provided ſuch wholſome remedies a- 
— all theſe enormities, both of public 
and private Scandal, that I ſhould ha ve had 
no occaſion to make this diſtinction be- 
tween Freedom and Licentiouſurſe, if ſome 
perſons had not confounded them together, 
5 1 arguments againſt the Liberty of the 
_ - .-. 

I ſhall therefore proceed, in a very con- 
ciſe manner, to define what I mean by this 
Liberty, and wherein it truly conſiſts ; as 
well as toſhew, what are its proper objects, 
and when any nation may be ſaid to poſ- 
ſeſs this hleſſing in its juſt and proper ex- 
A e ſs 22 

. By 
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By the Liberty of the Preſs I mean (as I 
ſuppole every body elſe does) an unreſerved, 
diſcretionary power for every man to pub- 
liſh his thoughts on any ſubjeR, and in any 
manner, which is not exprefly forbidden by 
the Laws of the Land, without being ob- 
liged to apply for a licence or privilege for 
ſo doing. In ſhort, where this Liberty pre- 
vails, every author has a right to print 
what he pleaſes, without asking any body 
leave, and without fearing any moleſtation 
from authority, fo long as he keeps within 
his proper bounds, which 1t is his buſineſs 
to take care not to tranſgreſs; he knows 
the Laws of his country, and, if he raſhly 
offends againſt them, he muſt ſubmit to the 
penalty. 

For this reaſon, in England, the Preſs 
is now faid to be free ; which cannot be af- 
firmed of it in Frauce and other arbitrary 
Governments, where no man can publiſh 
his opinions on any ſubject, without firſt 
ſubmitting them to the examination of a 
certain officer, who is authorized by the 
Government for that purpoſe, under the 
title of Licencer of the Preh; a power 
which till prevails in our Eng liſb Univer- 
fitie:, and was but lately aboliſhed in the 
other parts of the kingdom. 

Where ſuch a power is exerciſed, the 
Preſs cannot be ſaid to be free or open; be- 
caule this officer being appointed by the chief 
N | Magiſtrate, 
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Magiſtrate, or his Miniſters, and eontinu- 
ed only during pleaſure, it cannot be ſup- 
poſed that he will grant his imprimatur to 
any Book, Pamphlet, or Paper, which is 
written with a View to diſcredit their pro- 
ceedings, however unjuſt, or tends in any 
manner to give them offence. 

We ought therefore to eſteem the aboli- 
tion of this Office as one of our greateſt 
acquiſitions in the cauſe of Liberty, and 
uſe our utmoſt endeavours to prevent its 
being ever revived among us. For which 
purpoſe, we ſhould keep a conſtant eye up- 
on thoſe Men, who are ſuſpected to be no 
good wiſhers to it, #92 look upon it as a 
certain ſign of a bad Government, when 


any Miniſter attempts to deſtroy the Liberty 


of the Preſs. 

The next point to be conſider'd, is, the 
object of this Liberty, or on what ſubjects 
it is ſuppoſed to allow us to debate freely ; 
and thoſe can be only GOVERNMENT and 
RELIGION; for, as the publick welfare of 
every nation depends entirely on theſe two 


great articles, ſo they are the only points, 


on which any Tyrant or arbitrary Prince 
would defire to reſtrain our thoughts. 
We meet with no inſtance, in hiſtory. of 
any nation where the ſubjects are prohibit- 
ed from writing on matters of indifference 
and ſpeculation, or from venting the pro- 
ductions of their idle hours. The moſt — 
vi 
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viſh nations, where any degree of learni 
revails, abound, as much as ours, wi 
ks of mere entertainment and diverſion ; 
as we may obſerve in France, Italy, and 
Spain, where there is no prohibition of 
Plays, Novels, Love-letters, Travels and 
Romances : but this is no proof of the Li- 
berty of the Preſs in thole countries; nor 
would it be worth contending for here on 
ſuch accounts. What renders it ſo valu- 
able and defirable amongſt us, 1s, that we 
have hereby an opportunity of writing up- 
on ſubjects of the utmoſt importance, ſuch 
as nearly affect our conſciences, our liber- 
ties, and eſtates. *© 
I donot mean by this (asT have alread 
obſerved, and would always be underſtood 
a Liberty to undermine the fundameatals of 


Government and Religion; or to calumniate 


perſons in high power ; neither of which 
—_ to be tolerated in any Society; but 
a Liberty of examining the principles of 
our Faith by the teſt of Scripture and Rea- 
ſon; of declaring our judgment in all dif- - 
putable matters, and of expoſing the cor- 
ruptions, impoſitions, and ridiculous claims 
of ſome Clergymen; a Liberty of giving 
our opinion, in the fame manner, of all po- 
litical tranſactions; of debating the great 
affairs of peace and war; of freely deliver- 
ing our ſentiments concerning any Laws 
which are in agitation, and of modeſtly of- 

| fering 
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fering our reaſons, for the repeal of thoſe 
which are found to be oppreſſive; a Li- 
berty of ſetting forth male- adminiſtration, 
and pleading for the redreſs of grievances; 
of expoſing miſmanagement and corrup- 
tion in high places, and diſcovering the ſe- 
cret deſigns of wicked and ambitious Men. 

Herein conſiſts that valuable Liberty be- 
fore deſcribed, which is the ſtrongeſt Bar- 
rier of all our other liberties, both in church 
and ſſate; a Liberty, which has contribu- 
ted to ſo many noble tranſactions and ex- 
traordinary events, 1a all ages; and will, I 
hope, {till contribute to a great many more, 
whenever there is a real occaſion ; a Liber- 
ty, which all wiſe and diſintereſted men 
have contended for, in every nation, and 


particularly in our own: but I ſhall treat of. 


this in another paper, and content my ſelf, 
at preſent, with ſhewing when any people 
may be ſaid to poſſeſs this glorious privilege 
in its juſt latitude. 

I have already taken notice, that this 
Liberty is abſolutely inconſiſtent with the 
office of a publick Licencer eſtabliſhed by 
authority, and under the direction of men 
in power. But neither is it always to be 
found even in thoſe countries, where there 
is no ſuch officer ; miſchievous Politicians 
are never at a loſs to preſerve the appea- 
rance, when they have a mind to aboliſh 
the thing ; a leſſon, that was firſt * 

them 
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them by their great Maſter Aachiauel, and 
which has been much practiſed, and won- 


derfully improved, ſince his time. 


hus, in ſome countries, where the 


greateſt Liberty of the Preſs is ſuppoſed 


to be allowed, very little in reality wall be 
found; for the cale, in effect, is juſt the 
ſame, whether their Superiors will not ſuf- 
fer them to publiſh any thing, without their 
Licence, or whether they pretend to lea ve 


them at their full Liberty, and yet have al- 


ways ſome artifice in reſerve to puniſh them, 
for uſing this Liberty, or whether they 
lay ſuch heavy duties on the Preſs, as ma- 
niteſtly tend to prejudice and diſcourage the 
freedom of writing. | 

A young unexperienced author, indeed, 
thinks it a great happineſs that he lives in 
a country, where he lies under no reſtraints 
in the publication of his works, but the Laws 
of the Land; without confidering that the 


ſtrict Letter of moſt Laws is often very dif- 


ferent from the interpretation which is put 
upon them, in ſome ſort of proſecutions. 
The practice of Libelling is a thing of ſuch 
pernicious conſequence, that there have been 
Laws made to puniſh it in all civilized So- 
cieties; which Laws ought to be put ſtrict- 
ly in execution; but the misfortune is, that 
the nature and ſeveral ſpecies of Libels are 
not aſcerta ind by any of theſe laws, but 
are left to the judgment and diſcretion wi 
tne 
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the Courts of juſtice; from whence it comes 
to paſs that, in bad Reigns, many rea] Pa- 
triots ha ve been feverely puniſbed under 
the character of infamous Libellers; ſome 
of whom have loſt their ears, and others 
their lives, for what, in a good reign, they 
ought to have their Statues erected in 
Braſs. A perſon who applies himfelf to 
writing, eſpecially upon political ſubjects, 
ſhould never forget the cafe of the great 
ALGERNOON SyYpNEY, Which is ſufficient 
to convince us that no man i fate againſt 
the ſubtilties and fineſſes of Lawyers and 
State - Chymiſts, who can extract poiſon 
out of the moſt innocent things, and, by 
tortured conſtruct ions, apply the penalties 
of Statutes, where the Legiſlators never de- 
ſign'd them. There are certain Adepts in 
this profeſſion, who can prove any thing 
from any thing, and maintain a point to 
be Law, or not to be Law, juſt as the pre- 
ſent occahon, at any ti:ne, requires : upon 
which account, they are conſtantly retain*d 
by another ſet of men, who find them to be 
of great advantage in the conduct of their 
political Schemes. 

We have ſeen, in ſome Reigns, remote 
allegories, ironical expreſſions, and the 
moſt diſtant innuendo's explain'd, by ſuch 
methods, to a man's deſtruction; we have 
ſeen Printers and Bookſellers menaced and 
iatimidated with arbitrary ſeizures, illegal 

3 con- 
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confinements, and groundleſs, vexatious pro- 
ſecutions; nay, we have ſeen ſome great 
men ſtoop ſo low, as to collogue with com- 


mon News- writers and Journaliſts, in order 


to obſtruct all avenues to Truth, and induce 
them, by bribes, to ſerve their corrupt pur- 
poſes with fictitious intelligence and falſe 
repreſentations. 

From this negative ſtate of the queſtion, 
we may judge when the Liberty of the Preſs 
really ſubſiſts in any nation ; for where ſuch 
methods are practiſed, in any degree, there 
can be no ſuch Liberty; ſince a privilege 
which is invaded and ſuperſeded, in this 
manner, 1s no privilege at all; it is indeed 
only the manes of departed Liberty, which 
makes the loſs of the /#b/fance the more 
grievous to us, and is. a melancholy proof 
that wicked men 1n authority will ſtick at 
nothing to invalidate the juſt rights and pri- 
vileges of their fellow- ſubjects, when Ho 
— in competition with their corrupt de- 
igns. | 


The 
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—— quod Medicorum eſt, 
Promittunt Medici. 8 Hor. 


"7 _ — — 
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4 


HERE is a general Com- 
A plaint of abuſes and corrup- 
9 tions in all Profeſſions, which 
is molt frequently urged by 
thoſe men themſelves, who 
are thę chief authors and oc- 
caſions of them. If you employ the moſt 
infamous tool of the Law, he will begin 
with exclaiming againſt foul practice, and 
congratulate you on your good fortune, 
which did not let you fall into the hands 
of ſome Pertifogers about Town. In like 
manner, we never meet with the terms 
mercenary Scriblers, wretched Hackney-wri- 
ters, Scioliſts, Poetaſters, and ſo forth, any 
where ſo often as in the works of thoſe 
miſerable vermin themſelves. What is more 
common, than to hear a C:ty-Caprarn in- 
veigh againſt our late military promotions ? 
or to ſee the learning, integrity, and me- 
ric 
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rit of our reverend Prelates calPd in queſ- 
tion by little factious Lecturers, Curates, 
and Sermon-jobbers, 

But the Faculty of Phyſick abounds with 
Impoſtors, Cheats and ignorant Preten- 
ders, more than any other profeſſion what- 
ſoever, if we may give credit to the con- 
ſtant declarations and complaints of the 
practitioners themſelves; in which num- 
ber I include, not only thofe who call them- 
ſelves regular Phyſicians, Surgeons, and A- 
pothecaries, but likewiſe all perſons who 
make it their buſineſs to W health, 
and repair human conſtitutions, from Roſe- 
mary-Lane, and Heydon-Tard in the Mi- 
nories, to T'm's Coffee-houſe in Covent + 
Garden, and from thence to the King's A/5- 
houſe in Picadilly, with all their interme- 
diate Stages and Diſpenſatories of Medi- 
cine ; amongſt whom there are continual 
claſhings, revilings, and mutual exproba- 
tions; they are for ever abuſing one an- 
other, as Vnacks, Empericks, and ignorant 


Pretenders, recommending their own re- 


medies to us as the only original and truly 
prepared ſpecificks; at the ſame time the 
kindly forewarn us to beware of Impol- 
tures, trumpt up in imitation of their ap- 
proved rememies ; for which purpoſe they 
direct us very exactly to their ſhops or 
houſes, and ſeal their preparations with 
their own Coats of arms to prevent coun- 
terfeits. 
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I deſign, in ſome future paper, to exa- 
mine the pretenſions of theſe numberleſs Ar- 
tilts, and to make a faithful report to the 
publick of their ſeveral merits; to which 
end, I ſhall enquire into the true nature 
of Vuackery, and expole Mala Praxis to 
the World, without favour, prejudice, ar 
partiality, wherever I find it, from the 
great Leeches of State, down to the hum- 
ble aſtrological Phyſicians in Barbican and 
Moorfields I ſhall take no notice, whe- 
ther they are Graduates, or not ; Fellows of 
the College, or Licentiates only ; whether 
they loll at eaſe in Spring Chariots, or plod 
the Streets in a thread-bare Cloak ; whe- 
ther their Fee is a guinea or a ſhilling ; 
whether they kindly invite you to their 
houſes at certain hours, or will hardly 
come to yours, if you ſend for them; whe- 
ther they are favourite Court - Opiters , 
Stage-Mountebanks, itinerant Horſe-Doc- 
tors, peripatetick Tooth-drawers, Ocu- 
liſts, Corn-cutters, or Barber-ſurgeons ; 
whether they are old Men or old Women ; 
firſt-born or ſeventh- born Sons; I ſhall 
make no diſtinction of Climates in this en- 
quiry, as whether they are Engliſh, French, 
or High German Doctors; nor trouble 
my head at what Univerfities they had 
their education; or whether they had it at 
any, or not; whether they practiſe in pub- 


lick or private ; whether they trumpet 


; their 
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their own . cures in the news-papers, or 
cautiouſly murder in ſecret, and give the 
world no account of the havock which 
they are daily making in this great Metro- 
polis: --- but as my only deſign is to 


_ diſtinguiſh merit and detect impoſture, fo 


1 ſhall have no regard to any thing but 
truth in this examination. 

If I find, upon enquiry, that the famous 
Mr. John Moore has really perform'd ſuch 
cures with his //orm-powaer, and other 
Medicines, as he aſſures us he has done; 
or if the atteſters for Dr. Buggs of Coven- 
try prove to be perſons of reputation, for 
probity and good ſenſe ; I ſhall make no 
ſeruple to give them the preference to ſome 

ter names, who owe their ſucceſs to 
ttery and adulation, or to the intereſt of 
particular Factions and Cabals. 

I ſhall judge in the fame impartial man- 
ner of Seignior Honorato Fornello's never 
failing medicine for the grave and /fone, 
which he recommends to the -World 


| publickly aſſuring us, that he is 20 Phy/.-. 


cian; a declaration, which is ſomewhat e- 
quivocal, and ſeems very extraordinary in 
whatſoever ſenſe it is to be underſtood. 
But though I am fo candid in this matter, 
and am reſolved to adjuſt the merits of all 
competitors, by the cures which they per- 
form, without conſidering their education, 
character, circumſtances, or profeſſions ; 

yet 
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yet I would adviſe this Gentleman (for ſo 
1 think he calls himſelf) to drop theſe 
words in his future advertiſements, leſt 
they ſhould give ſome umbrage to the Col- 
lege, as well as to numberleſs well-mean- 
ing perſons in this Kingdom, who are firm- 
ly perſuaded that it is not abſolutely impoſ- 
_ for a Phyſician to underſtand his buſi- 
neſs. . 

I thought it my duty to give this ſea- 
ſonable caution to a foreigner (as I ſup- 
27 this Gentleman to be by his name) that 

e might not, by his ignorance of our cuſ- 
toms, draw a powerful body of .men up- 
on his back, who might, perhaps, preju- 
dice the publick againſt what I am willing 
. a very uſeful and excellent re- 
medy. 

But laying aſide all theſe particulars for 
the preſent, T cannot help diſtinguiſhing, 
in this paper, one of the greateſt Arcana 
in Phylick, which either this or any age 
has produced, being juſtly entitled, 


Catholicon AuREvu mM Balllicum, 


OR, THE 
Royal Gol DEN Specifick, 


HICH is ſo well known in all 
” the Courts of Europe, and fo 
highly approved of by the Nobility 

D « and 
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« and Gentry of this Kingdom, for its 
« wonderful Virtues, in all Hpocondriacal 
6“ and hyſterical Diſtempers, that it is 
& juſtly elteem'd the Univerſal Medicine; 
&« for it infallibly cures all a. ap of the 
„ Sheen, Vapors, and Melancholy, be they 
of never ſo long duration, or from what- 
ever cauſes they may proceed; whether 
from an ill ſtate of health, indigeſtion, and 
ſharp bilious humours; or from a natural 
Gloomineſs and Saturnine diſpoſition of 
Mind; or laſtly, from misfortunes in 
the world, occaſion'd either by unavoid- 
able accidents, or by luxury, profuſenels, 
and gaming: from all which, this ineſ- 
5 « timable medicine gives the Patient a ſafe 
1 | and ſpeedy relief, by rectifying the 
4! « juices, purifying the blood, and ſtrength- 
13 “ ning the digeſtion, ſo that all black 
thoughts, direful apprehenſions, and dif- 
« mal foreboding fears are immediately 
removed; in the room whereof ſucceeds 
a new train of ideas, which renovate the 
« whole animal economy, exhilerate the 
& heart, occaſion brisk and ſparkling ima- 
« ginations, chearful dreams, and the moſt 
« lively and ſanguine ſpirits. In a word, 
eit recovers all perſons, as it were by in- 
© chantment, from thoſe incumbrances of 
& the mind, which occaſion a dark and 
&« ſplenatick way of thinking, and puts 
them in a ſtate of perfect ſerenity, glad- 

| « nels, 
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« neſs, and good humour. It is very plea- 
« fant to the palate, and may be taken 
« without the knowledge of the moſt in- 
« timate friend, acquaintance, or bedfel- 
« low. To be had only of the inventor 
« himſelf, Doctor Ro BERT KING (who 
« has obtained a patent for the /o/e vend- 
„ing thereof) at his own houſe over-a- 
« gainſt Arlington-Street, in Piccadilly; 
« where he 1s to be adviſed with, 1n theſe 
« diſtempers, every morning from eight 
« till twelve, and at no other times, un- 


« leſs it be upon very extraordinary occa- 


« fjons.? 


N. B. Any Perſon, by applying to the 
Doctor, at the place aforeſaid, may be far- 
ther ſatisfied of the Virtues of this excel. 
lent medicine, and of ſeveral great cures 


which it has perform d, with the names of 


perſons who are ready to teſtify the truth 


of them, and directions where they may be 


ſpoken with, 
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Komes enn ſupplicis de audit ſumt : Bone ber. 
cule publico, iffa in pn ingenioſa crudelitas Ci- 
ceronem inventa eft f. 22 uid enim futurum fuit,fi Trium- 
viris hbaiſſet ingeniam iceronis proſcribere ? - Dil melius, 


quod eo ſæc lo iſta ingeniorum e * quo 
et ef 1ngenia defierunt. 


FRIDAY, December 16. 


- Hd ING endeavoured, in a 
former paper, to ſtate the true 
nature and proper extent of the 
liberty of the Preſs, or the free- 
dom of ſpeaking and publiſhing our thoughts, 
I ſhall now proceed, in the ſame ſuccinct 
manner, to prove that ſuch a /zberty, as is 
therein defined, has been agrecable to the 
ſentiments and practices of all great and 
good men in every age, and every nation. 

The holy Scriptures, which are not on- 
ly the moſt authentict, but alſo the moſt 
antient writings now extant in the world, 
abound with inſtances, where the utmoſt 
freedom is uſed in chaſtiſing the vices and 
iniquities of thoſe times. It is the imme- 
diate direction of God himſelf to one of 
his prophets, r cry aloud, and ſparg not; 

1 ra 


ſpew his people their tra 
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to 1 his voice like a trumpet, and 
77 7 nſgreſſions, and the 
houſe of Jacob their Sins. 

The Greczans were ſo far from having 
any notion of reſtraining the Freedom 
Speech on any —.— that they ſeem to 
have allowed an unjuſtifiable latitude and 
even licentiouſneſs in their publick debates; 
as might be amply proved from the wri- 
tings of that =_m father of Oratory De- 
moſthenes himſelf, who, in many paſſages 
of his Philippicł Orations, deſcends toſuch 
appellations and forms of expreſſion, as 
would be eſteem'd, in this age, meer Bil- 
lin gate and ſcurrility. The coarſe lan- 
guage, which Homer puts into the mouths 
of his favourite Heroes, and ſometimes 


even of his Gods themſelves, is a full con- 


firmation of the Liberty of thoſe times; 
which I ſhbalf not therefore endeavour to 
prove any farther 1n this place, becauſe it 
will be mentioned hereafter with more pro- 
priety, and the ſanction of much better au- 
thority than mine. 

If we come to the Romans, we ſhall 
find them in the full poſſeſſion of this 
Liberty for ſeveral ages; which they en- 
joy'd not only in Theory and Speculation, 
but in practice and reality; not only 
the appearance and outward ſhew of 


it, but the ſubſtance and the thing it ſelt, 


in its full extent, without any limitations 
Or 
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or reſtrictions, without any of thoſe clogs 
and refinements, which are the inventions 
of later times; I ſay they enjoyed it, for 
ſeveral ages ; becauſe when corruption, luxu- 
ry, and libertiniſm began to prevail a- 
mongſt them, they alſo loft it; which was 
the forerunner, as it conſtantly will be in 
every Government, of the ſubverſion of 
their Conſtitution, and the loſs of all their 
other liberties. 

We are informed by Tacitus, that Au- 
guſtus was the firſt perſon in Rome who 
took cognizance of Scandalous Libels, un- 
der colour, and by a forced conſtruction of 
the Lex Majeſtatis, being provoked to this 
method of proceeding by the licentious be- 
haviour of Caſſius Severus, who had tra- 
duced ſeveral illuſtrious perſons, of both 
ſexes, in his ſatyrical writings; and that 
afterwards Tiberius fell into the ſame prac- 
tices, exaſperated, in like manner, by ſome 
lampoons which were publiſh'd againſt his 
pride and cruelty, by unknown authors. 

This Lex Majeftatis was a ſort ef Law 
againſt High- Treaſon; which, Tacitus ob- 
ſerves, bore the /ame title in former times, 
but that it was then put in execution a- 
gainſt other kind of offences, ſuch as be- 
traying the army, ſowing edition, or leſ- 
ſening the Majeſty of the Roman people 
by Male-adminiſtration. Actions, ſays bs 
were Condemn'd, but words went — 

rom 
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From hence we may perceive the evil 
conſequences of bad precedents, and the 
danger of departing in any degree from the 
original intention of penal Statutes; for 
this procedure of Auguſtus, in ſtraining a 
Law, which was deſign'd only againſt ac- 
tions, to the puniſhment even of the worſ? 
kind of writings, paved the way for his 
next ſucceſſor to proſecute the moſt innocent 
books, and deſtroy entirely that uf? liber- 
ty, which is the greateſt bleſſing of a free 
people. 

As this method of condemning books 
and puniſhing authors became a frequent 

ractice in ſucceeding reigns, ſo it gave 
birth to that beautiful reflection of Seneca, 
which I have choſen for my motto to this 
paper, and may be tranſlated, for the uſe 
of my Engliſh readers, in this manner; 
The Puniſhment of learned Men, ſays he, 
was a new and unuſual thing: happy was 
it for the publick, that theſe cruel penal- 


lies againſt Wit were invented after Tully's 


death : - for what would have been the con- 
ſequence, if the Triumvirate had thought 


fit to baniſh the Works of Cicero? The 
Gods more wiſely ordained, that ſuch me- 


thods of puniſhing ingenious men ſhould be- 
gin in that age, when Genius it ſelf ſhould 

ceaſe im the world. | 
If we deſcend to later ages, we ſhall 
conſtantly obſerve, upon a ſtrict Review 
of 
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of the Hiſtories of all nations, that Liberty 
in general has always flouriſhed in the 
greateſt perfection, where the Liberty of 
writing has been moſt encouraged; and 
when this freedom declines by any checks 
put upon the Preſs, that Tyranny and 
ſervitude inereaſe in proportion: for which 
reaſon, thoſe perſons who, in any age, have 
been the Patrons of popular Liberty, have 
always been the champions for the Freedom 
of the Preſs, which was never reſtrained 
but in order to ſerve ſome bad deſign, in 
wicked reigns, or under corrupt adminiſtra- 
tions. 

What glorious complaints and remon- 
ſtrances did our Forefathers make againſt 
the cruel and arbitrary proceedings of the 
Star-Chamber and High Commiſſion Courts? 
How did the Whigs of old exclaim againſt 
ſeveral proſecutions in the reign of King 
Charles and King James the ſecond ? Who 
has not heard of the great Mr. Sydney's 


caſe? And who, that has the leaſt notion 


of Liberty, does not abhor the proceedings 
againſt him ? which ſeem to be of the ſame 
nature with thoſe ſet on foot under Au- 
guſtus and Tiberius, by conſtruing private 
Mritings into Overt-at?s, and puniſhing 
them by rhe Laws againſt High-Treaſon. 
Scribere eſt agere, will always be eſteem'd, 
by men of ſenſe and probity, as a moſt un- 
juſt, arbitrary, and tyrannical W 

ut 
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9 But to come yet nearer to our own 
times, and to'inftances which almoſt every 
man living may remember; ho ſtre- 
nuouſly did the Whole body of hig con- 
tend for the Liberty of the Preſs at the lat- 
ter end of the late reign ? and how boidiy 
did they put it in practice ? what a noble 
ſtand did Sir Richard Steele make againft 
the proceedings of ' thoſe times, in his 


political writings ? with what unuſual. 


freedom were the characters and conduct 
of the greateſt perſons ſet forth in the Med- 
ley, and High-German Doctor? and what 
a multitude of books, pamphlets, and pa- 
pers, to the ſame purpoſe, were publiſhed 
at that juncture? Every body knows who 
were the Patrons and Encouragers of thoſe 
Writings; and who have ſince rewarded 
the authors of them; which, however diſ- 
guiſed under Fable” and Allegory, would 
not have eſcaped in ſome Reigns? but I 
mult do'the perſons then in power the ju- 
ſtice to own, that they generally ſuffer'd 
theſe writings to be publiſh'd with impu- 
nity, and contented themſelves with apply- 
ing argument to argument, and anſwering 
one piece of Wit or Satire with another. 
The only inſtances of any ſeverity, which 
we meet with, are burning the Biſhop of 
St. Aſaph's immortal Preface, and expelling 
dir Richard Steele out of the Houſe of Com- 
moms but we meet with no grievous im- 
E priſonments, 


33 


ume no expenſive proſecutions, or 


ting with the Minority againſt his exput- 
- | | 
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urthenſome fines, in the hiſtory of that 
Adminiſtration. .. n 
In the caſe of Sir Richard Steele, I ob. 
ſerve with pleaſure ſome of the greateſ 
names now in the kingdom, Who ap- 
pear on the liſt of his friends as publick 
aſſertors of tlie Liberty of uriting, by vo- 


The preſent moſt excellent Biſhop: of Sa. 
rum has been, for many years, a zealous 
advocate for the freedom of debate and Li- 
berty of writing on all ſubjects, both re. 
ligrous and political ; and has not only ex- 
erciſed it himſelf, in the moſt unwearied 
manner, for the ſervice of his country, but 
has conſtantly pleaded for the ſame right 
in others, and will, I doubt not, reſume 
this glorious topick, whenever there is. a 
proper occaſion. | 
We are at preſent in no danger of ſee- 
ing it abridged. Thoſe at the helm were 
friends to this privilege before they were 
in power, and have done nothing ſiuce to 
make them afraid of it. But if any Mi- 
Aiſters for the future, either in this or any 
other nation, ſhould attempt to deſtroy 
it by indirect methods of puniſhing wrt 
ters, I ſhall offer only one argument to 
diſſuade them from it, vg. that it is not 
their iutereſt; for let them puniſh an 4s 
tho 
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thor ever ſo ſeverely, it will in no meaſure 
5 iate his writings, but on the con- 
trary add to their value, and give them 
more authority; beſides, a Man, who has 
determined to ſacriſfice his intereſt ſo far as 
to write againſt Men in power, ought to 
have reſolution enough to ſuffer any unjuſt 
puniſhment which they can inflict; it be- 
comes only the awkward politicks of Monks 
and Pedants, to think of ſuppreſſing truth 
and diſcrediting a Man's Writings, or de- 
terring an author, conſcious of his inno- 
cence, from proceeding in his Studies, by 
arbitrary penalties, cenſures, and prohibi- 
tions. I cannot illuſtrate this point better, 
nor conclude this Subject more properly, 
than by a paſſage out of the Roman Hiſto- 
ry, as it is recorded by the ſame excellent 
writer before- mentioned, in the Life of 
Tiberius. 

He tells, That, in the Conſulſhip of 
Cornelius Coſſus and Aſinius Agrippa, 
Cremutius Cordus was indicted for a new 
* and till then unheard- of Crime, vi. that 
in ſome Annals which he had publiſhed, 
« he had ſpoken in praiſe of Marcus Brutus, 
and ſaid, that Caius Caſſius was the 
© LAST Roman. Satrins Secundus and 
« Pinarius Natta, two Creatures of Seja- 
nus, were his accuſers, which was a bad 
„Omen to the Criminal, and beſides the 
* Emperor himſelf heard his defence with 

E 2 « a wrath- 
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© a wrathful: Countenance; which Gre 
% mutius, having given over all hopes of 
< Life, began in this manner 

D Ed : no tus em 
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| Y- words only are called in queſ- 
tion; which is a certain ſign that 
my Actions are innocent. But neither do 
my words relate either to the Emperor, or 
the Emperor's Mother, and therefore not 
within the Law of H:gh Treaſon. I am 
charged with having ſpoken in commenda- 
tion of Brutus and Caſſius, whoſe actions 
a multitude of Authors have related, and 
none of them have mentioned without 
Honour. Liu, the moſt famous of all Hi- 
ſtorians, both for Eloquence and Veracity, 
extolled Pompey in ſo loſty a manner, that 
Auguſtus uſed to call him Pompeianus; 
nor was this any Bar to their future friend- 
ſhip; he no where mentions Scipio and 
Afranius, nor even this very Caſſius and 
Brutus as Robbers and Parricides, which 
are now grown faſhionable terms, but of- 
ten gives them the Title of great and emi- 
nent Men. The writings of A/inins Pollio 
make worthy mention of the ſame Perſons; 
and Meſſala Corvinus called Caſſius his Ge- 
neral; yet both of theſe flouriſhed in 
wealth and honours. In what other man- 
ner did Cæſar, when Difator, treat wo 
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Book of Cicero, in which he makes Cato 


equal to the Gods, but by endea vouring 


to anſwer it in an Oration, and appealing 
to the world for the Juſtice of his Cauſe * 
The Letters of Antony, and the Speeches 
of. Brutus contain. a great many bitter 
and undeſerved reproaches upon Auguſtus. 
The verſes of Bzbaculusand Catullus, which 
are ſtuffed with refleQions upon the Cæſars, 
are {till read. But even Divine Julius and 
Auguſtus themſelves ſuffered theſe things, 
and paſt them over with impunity ; whe- 
ther more out of Moderation or Prudence, 
is not eaſy to determine ; for ſuch things 
die of themſelves, when deſpiſed ; whereas 
Reſentment is a tacit Confeſſion of Guilt. 
I ſhall not mention the Crecians; amongſt 
whom not only Liberty, but even Licen- 
touſneſs met with indemnity ; or, if an 

one took offence at it, he revenged words 
with words only. But it was always more 
particularly allowable for any Man to ſpeak 
with the utmoſt freedom of thoſe, whom 
death had exempted from the power ei- 
ther of hatred or favour. Do I endeavour, 
by my writings, to ſtir up the people to 
{edition and civil war, whilſt Brutus and 
Caſſius are actually in arms and encamped 
on the plains of Philippi? or have they not 
been dead above theſe ſeventy Years, ſo 
that they are known only by their Statues, 


which even the Conqueror has not de- 
faced, 
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- faced, or by that faint Reſemblance, which 
is to be found in the works of Hiſtorians? 
Poſterity gives to every man the praiſe 
which he deſerves; nor will there be want- 
ing thoſe, who, if I am eondemned, will 
not only remember Brutus and Caſſius, 
but Me alſo. FAT: | 
« Having finiſhed his Speech, he went 
« out of the Senate, and put an End to his 
& Life by Abſtinence. The Fathers or- 
« dered his Books to be Burnt by the 
« AEdiles ; notwithſtanding - which, they 
remained in private hands, and were 
4 ſecretly diſperſed, From whence, /ays 
« the Hiſtorian, we may judge of the ridi- 
« culous Folly of thoſe, who imagine, by 
« preſent Power, to extinguiſh even 
« memory of ſucceeding ages; whereas, on 
« the contrary, the Proſecution of ingeni- 
< ous Books gives them greater Authority ; 
« nor have either foreign Tyrants, or 
<< thoſe who have exerciſed the ſame kind 
of ſeverity — us, gain'd any thing 
„ but Infamy to themſelves, and Glory to 
&« thoſe whom they have puniſhed.” 
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Monvavr, December 19. 
Ĩ᷑0o Caleb Danvers Eſq, 
Sir, © -  Cornhill, Dec. 14. 1726. 


Ho you ſeem to have applied the 
CR greateſt part of your life to Philoli- 
ao [Sl 2ical and Political ſtudies; yet I pro- 
ar 0 muſe myſelf, from what you have 
already publiſh'd, that you will not 

refuſe your aſſiſtance towards clearing up any 
point which may be of ſervice to your Country ; 
penny on ſo important a ſubje& as TR ADE, 
which is the great Baſis and ſupport of the Britiſh 
Nation, | | 
I ſhall not, at preſent, enter into the diſ- 
pute, how far Monopolies or exclufive Corporations, 
of any kind, are prejudicial to commerce in ge- 
neral , but ſhall only obſerve, that if they are, 
in any degree, pernicious to a trading kingdom, 
tho never ſo well regulated and honeſtly ma- 
naged, they muft be infinitely more ſo, when 
they come to be abuſed, and fall under a 
Fraudulent and corrupt direction; for in ſuch acaſe 
they are not properly Companies, but illegal 


| Combinations of wicked Men coafederated toge- 


ther, in order to cheat and impoſe upon their 
fellow ſubjects. | 


Since 
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Since therefore it has been thought expedient, 
by the wiſdom” of the” Lepiſlature, for divers 
weighty reaſons and political ends, to erect 
certain great Companies of Merchants in this king- 
dom, and inveſt them With Chartery to carry 
on a ſeparate trade to ſeveral parts of the 
World; the utmoſt care ought to be taken 
that the original deſign of their incorporation 
may not be perverted and abuſed; for if the 
Managers of any of thoſe Companies, not con- 
tent with large Salaries, and the moſt benefi- 
cial Branches of Commerce, excluſive of the reſt 
of their Conntrymen, Mould endeavour to raiſe 
an unjuſt profit by clandeſtine and corribt me- 


thods, the conſequence would be ſo fatal, not 
only to the joint-proprietors of the Stock, and 


all trading perſons, but to the kifigdom in ge- 
neral, that ſuch practices ought never to eſcape 
with impunity. And, indeed, the exemplary pu- 


niſhment, which was inflicted on the late S- 
Sea Direftors and others, for notorious male-be- 


haviour and breach of truſt, leaves us no room 
to doubt that all future miſ- management and 
unwarrantable practices, either in that or any | 
examination and juſt ſeverity, r 
Theſe were always my thoughts concerning 
Trade and Companies; but they have been latel 


refreſhed in my mind, by the diſcourſe whic 


has been current about town, concerning ſome 
frauds which are ſaid to have been diſcovered 
at a late Sale of Eaſt-India goods. I own, I gave 
no credit to theſe rumors at firſt, which I look'd 
on as ſome of the uſual artifices of diſaffected 
and ill-deſigning men; for as it is at beſt a diſ- 
putable point, whether that Trade 1s really of 


any advantage to this kingdom, or not, ſo I was 
unwilling 
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unwilling to believe that any perſons, who are 
concerned in the direction of it, would ſtoop 
to ſuch ſcandalous Colluſions, as muſt entirely 
deſtroy that little benefit, if any, which accrues 
to us from this branch of Commerce; eſpecially 


at a time, when we are ſaid to be in danger of 


being involved in an expenſive and bloody War, 


almoſt on purpoſe to ſupport the intereſt of 


that Company: but I could not help believing 
that there muſt be ſomething more, than I at 
firſt apprehended, 1n theſe reports, upon reading 
ſeveral advertiſements, in the publick prints, 
deſiring All Buyers of Piece-Goods of the United 
Eaſt- India Company to meet the 1ſt of December at 
the Crown Tavern behind the Royal Exchange, on ſpe- 
cial affairs ; and I was farther confirm'd in this 
by the late proceedings at a general Court of the 
Eaſt-India Company. 

It was my intention to have been preſent at 
this meeting, being an hearty well-wiſher to the 


proſperity of Trade, in which I have been long 


7 


concern'd, and very deſirous of acquainting my 
ſelf with all tranſactions and occurrences of that 
nature; but I was diſappointed in my deſign 
by a ſudden indiſpoſition, which prevented me 
from going abroad; fo that I can judge of that 
affair _ 7 hear-ſay, and from what has been 
made publick in the Whitehall Evening Poſt. 
Upon reading the account of the Proceedings 
and Reſolutions of the general Court, publiſh'd in 
that paper on Saturday the loth inſtant, I can- 
not help thinking it very defe&ive and prejudi- 
cial to the honsur of that Company, as well as to 
the character of Mr. Eccleſtone; for we find the 
Complaints of the Merchants and Traders, Buyers of 
Piece-Goods, contained in a Remonſtrance and tuo 
Repreſentations, ſet _ there in the ſtrongeſt 
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light; whereas the moſt weak and frivolous an- 


ſuert are return'd to them on the part, as it 


is affirm'd, of the Court of Directors; and tho 
Mr. Eccleſtone is ſaid to have ſpent a great deal of 
time in proving his innocence, which he did very 
handſomely; yet all the world, except thoſe who 
were preſent at this aſſembly, are left entirely 


in the dark as to the manner or ſubſtance of 


his defence. © In order to judge of this the better, 
it will be neceſſary to review the account of this 
affair, article by article, as it ſtands in the paper 
before- mention d, which begins thus: 


Eaſi- India Houſe, Friday, Dec. 9. 1726. 
= FT HIS day was held here a general Court 
« £ of-the United Company of Merchants 
« of England, trading to the Eaſt- Indies, when 
they took into conſideration the complaints 
« of the Merchants and Traders, buyers of piece- 
goods at the Company's ſales, contain'd in a 
* Remonſtrance of the ſaid Merchants, Cc. to the 
* Court of Directors, and in tuo Repreſentations de- 
e hver'd by the Managers for the ſaid merchants, 
* &c. to the Committe appointed by the Court of 
«* Directors to inquire into the hardſhips and com- 
« plarnts of the buyers: wherein was ſet forth, at 
“e large, That at the late Sale of the Gurrahs, by 
<« the ſhip Eyles, a large quantity were all put up 
« at 175. a great part of which were diſcovered 
« to be of a much better ſort than the ſamples, 
&* which occaſion'd the Adjournment of the ſaid 
te ſale, to the diſappointment of thoſe, who, by 
&« their private fore-knowledge of that affair, would 
“have made an wnjuſt gain, at the Company's 
« expence, and have done a manifeſt injury to the 
&* leſs knowiug buyers. That thoſe Directors, who 
are biyers at theſe ſales, have evidently — 
«© muc 
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| „much advantage of others : and that even the 
| « Dutch Buyers have often had the ſame unjuſt 
& advantages Communicated to them, by ſome 
« means or other, to the great detriment of the 
„ Company, and of the fair buyers of our nation; 
« who would have been ruined by ſuch a courſe 
f trade, and the Company muſt have been de- 
« prived of any other buyers than their own Di- 
« eftors and the Dutch Gentlemen, or ſuch as could 
obtain an equal knowledge with them, of this 
« ſecret, That ſound and fine goods were to be 
« bought by damaged and coarſe ſamples. That 
therefore, upon the moſt mature conſideration 
of the knowledge the buying Directors muſt have 
of the Company's inveſtments, and likewiſe 
„of the coſts and variations of all the goods, 
<« and their neceſſary Direction of the ſales, there 
can be no effeual remedy of theſe evils, un- 
« leſs all the buyers be put upon the ſame foot, 
and equally acquainted with the variations of 


| 

} 
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wn & coſts; and unleſs, for the future, No Dir Ec- 
e- « TOR, directly or indirectly, be permitted to 
ts, « be a BUYER at any of the Company's ſales; 
of „ which is the known practice of the Dutch Eaſt- 
m- India Company.“ 

a 

ws Can any thing be more ſtrongly drawn up 
up than this plain Repreſentation? or can any com- 
ed plaints be more juſt, provided the fact, therein 
es, charged, are really true? And if they are ſo, 
aid what demands can be more reaſonable than thoſe 
by which the Complainants make, 1n order to prevent 
uld effeftually theſe evils for the future? 


As to that part of the charge which relates 
the to the Dutch Gentlemen, I am very loth to believe 
who the fact to be true, and heartily wiſh that the 
tao | Complainants may find 12 * Sq 

| 2 | 
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ſuch a ſuggeſtion; for how romantick and ridi- 
culous would it appear, if we ſhould laviſhly 
exhauſt the blood and treaſure of Great-Britain, 
in order to prevent one foreign power from in- 
terfering with us in this branch of commerce, 
at the ſame time that the ſuppoſed profit of it 
is perfidiouſly betray d into the hands of another? 
I can ſee no difference in the caſe, nor ſhould 
any preference be given to either of theſe Po- 
ers, both of whom are equally, as yet, our good 
friends and allies, if that were any thing to 
the purpoſe; but ſince Trade is the bone of con- 
tention, it is of little confequence to a fair-dealing 
Britiſh Merchant whether it be a pretended friend, 
or a profeſid enemy, that takes it from him. 

But let us now proceed to the anſwer, which 
the author of this paper, in the name of the 
Court of Directors, makes to theſe Repreſema- 
tions. 


« After this, ſays he, the anſwer of the Court 
* of Directors to the ſaid Remonſtrance and tuo 
© Repreſentations, was alſo read, ſetting forth, that 
upon an accidental diſcovery, at the Company's 
late ſale, of a miſtake committed in the ſam- 
© ples of the piece-goods, they had thereupon 
* enquired into the affair, and had found one of 
the Company's ſervants guilty of ſome neglect 
in the duty of his poſt, and that the Court 
* of Directors had puniſhed him for his crime, by 
“ ſuſpending him from his Office, and he had 
remained ſuſpended ever fince: that havin 
* done this, they were deſirous of giving all 
© reaſonable ſatisfaction to the buyers for the fur 
* ture, and they had therefore called this General 
Curt to receive their Direction upon the pre 


J ſent extraordinary occaſion,” 10 
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I ſuppoſe theſe declarations, ſaid to be made 
by the Court of Directors, were not only barely 
ſet forth in their anſwer, but alſo proved, by 
unqueſtionable evidence, to be true; I preſume 
it appeared, beyond all doubt, that this affaic 
of the ſamples was really a MISTAKE, and owin 
only to the NEGLECT of one of the Company's 
SERVANTS; that this ſervant was named and 
produced in the Court; that he there acknowled- 
ged his offence, and gave the Complainants juſt 
reaſon to believe, that he was under no man- 
ner of influence, nor received any orders, ditect- 
ly or indirectly, in this affair; in which caſe, I 
think the poor man ſufficiently puniſhed, by ſuſ- 
penſion from his office, though it were for never 
fo ſhort a time. I muſt ſuppoſe all this, becauſe 
the fimple allegations of the greateſt body of men 
in the world, in a matter of this conſequence, 


and in anſwer to ſuch ſtrong Repreſentations and 


violent ſuſpicions, would not be thought ſatisfacto- 
ry in any Court of juſtice, --- © I am glad how- 
« ever that they were deſirous of giving all rea- 
* ſonable ſatisfaftion to the Buyers for the future; 
* and that they had called this General Court to 
receive their direction, upon the preſent extraor- 
* dingry occaſion. Let us therefore ſee how the 
matter went on. 
Then the Debate was opened by the Ma- 
„ nagers for the Merchants, who inſiſted upon 
* the facts and propofition laid down in their 
„printed Remonſtrance and Repreſentations ; upon 
* which it was moved, that they ſhould declare, 
* whether they meant to charge the Cour: of 
* Direftors with the miſmanagement alledged, 
or only ſome particular perſons in the Direction. 
„And it was determin'd, not to be a complaint 
* againſt the whole Body of the Directors, 
but 
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but that one of them, Mr. Eccleſtone by name, 
had been guilty of a great breach 57 truſt, in 
„ making uſe of his previous knowledge of that 
<* miſtake in the Samples at the Sale, to the de- 
triment of the Company. | 
nw length, after this had been long can- 
© vaſled, Mr. Eccleſtone made his defence, and 
< ſpent a great deal of time in proving his 
* innocence; and this he did ſo handſomely, and 
* with ſo much Succeſs, that when the queſti- 
< on was called for, Whether Mr. Eccleſtone be 
« guilty of a Breach of Truſt, &c. another was 
moved, and ſeconded, wiz. That the putting the 
«© ſaid Queſtion be adjourned, ſine Die; which was 
2 carried in the afirmative by a great majori- 
ty. | 
[ think it abſolutely neceſſary, for the full ju 
tification of the Company in general, and of Mr. Ec- 
cleſtone in particular, that this notable harangue 
. be made as publick as the late rumours 
and aſperſions on his character have been; which 
were not confined to that particular body of 
men, whom ſuch reports moſt concerned, nor 
to one corner of the town, but have been ſpread 
through every part of the kingdom, and become 
the ſubject of general indignation, Neither can 
I make the leaſt doubt that Mr. Eccleſtone will 
refuſe this ſatisfaction to the world, as well as 
this juſtice to himſelf; ſince as we are all ſen- 
ſible of that Gentleman's excellent talent at 
ſpeech-making, ſo I am ready to agree with this 
writer, that it muſt be a very handſome, clear, and 
maſterly defence, which could meet with ſuch 
wonderful Succeſs, as to produce an adjournment, 
ſine Die, of the queſtion, whether he was guilty, or 
not; for the impartial deciſion of which, they 2 
em 
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aſſembled together in this extraordinary man- 

However, as the writer goes on, for the Sa- 
« 1;sfaftion of the Buyers, who bad raiſed this 
« Form, it was reſolved, that, for the future, 
« at the Sales of Piece-goods, there ſhall be dij- 
% ferent Samples produced, where there is any 
© variation in the prices; and it was alſo re- 
« ſolved, that the H/arehouſe-keepers of the Com- 
« pany ſhould, for the future, give ſecurity for 
« the diſcharge of the duty of their poſt ; and 
& that their fecurities ſhould become anſwera- 
« ble for any damage which the Company might 
« ſuſtain by any neglect or fault of theirs.” - 

Suppoſing Mr. Eccleſtone to be entirely inno- 
cent (as we are now obliged to do) and that 
all this clamour was cccaſioned only by a mi- 
ſtate and the neglett of one of the Company's 
Servants, I believe theſe precautions for the fu- 
ture, may be ſufficient; though I do not readi- 
ly underſtand what ſecurities can be given in 
this caſe; nor can I doubt that theſe worthy 
determinations gave full Satisfaftion to the com- 
plaining Merchants and Traders ; without which this 
buſineſs cannot be ſaid to be happily finiſhed, as 
this writer aſſures us, and as I hope it may be, 
without the trouble of a PARLIAMENTARY 
ENQUIRY, at this critical juncture, when it 
1s to be feared, the whole attention of the 
Legiſlature will be taken up about other matters of 
the utmoſt importance. 

I muſt not conclude without defiring the rea- 
der to obſerve that I have taken the whole 
repreſentation of this caſe verbatim from the 
writer of the Whitehall Evening Poſt, and that 
he is anſwerable for any miſtakes, which ma 
be in it; for my own part, I can only athens 

that 
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that if am N with any fallacious reaſor- 
ing or forced deductions, Iwill either endeavour 
to juſtify myſelf againſt ſuch a charge, or acknow- 

ge my errors. i | 
I am, SIR, 
| Tow Juomble Servant, 
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Opiferque per orbem 
Dicitur. 
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FRIDAY, December 23. 


. 
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MàfMͤan, who is engaged in a gene- 


ral deſign of correcting vice, and 
expoſing fraud, muſt be conten- 
ted to ſuffer a great deal of un- 
deſer ved reproach, and to incur the reſent- 
ments of numberleſs perſons without any 
juſt cauſe: but as I cannot expect, accor- 
ding to the common courſe of nature, to 
continue 
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continue much longer in this world, ſo 1 
would not go out of it without diſcharging 
my conſcience, and leaving behind me 
ſome publick teſtimony of my zeal againſt 
the prevailing depravity of the age, 1n 
which I live; that, whatſoever may be the 
fate of my country when I am gone, it 
may appear that I gave no encouragement, 
either by my doctrines or example, to the 
reigning vices of the times; but, on the 
contrary, endeavoured, as much as lay in 
my power, to check that torrent of Cor- 
ruption, which I found breaking in upon 
us. 

Though I am but juſt enter'd on this 
commendable work, yet I find that I have 
already given great offence to ſeveral pow- 
ertul Bodies of Men in this town; particu- 
larly to the learned Faculty of Hie, who, 
it ſeems, are highly exaſperated againſt me 
tor recommending the famous Dr. King's 
Catholicon AUREUM Baſilicum; or, the 
Royal Golo EN Specifick, for the Spleen 
and Vapours; which a certain learned Fel- 
loch of the College (who at preſent ſhall be 
nameleſs) has . ers fit, in a publick 
Coftee-houſe, to call a Quack-Remeay. 

It is, methinks, a very hard caſe, that a 
Man cannot diſtinguiſh himſelf from the 
common herd of his profeſſion, without 
gu ning the character of an Emperick; and 


that the ſame medicine ſhall be call'd a 
G Quac 
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Quac l- Medicine (though it performs never 
fo many unqueſtionable cures) whilſt it re- 
mains in a private hand, which ſhall be 
immediately transform'd into a never-fail. 
ing univerſal Specifick, as ſoon as the au- 
thor vouchſafes to make the College as wiſe 
as himſelf. 

As this treatment of Doctor King's Re. 
medy 1s, I believe, chiefly occaſioned by 
my publication of it, I think myſelf obh- 
ged, in juſtice both to him and myſelf, to 
give the world ſome farther account of that 
affair, and of the reaſons which induced 
me to ſpeak ſo much in its behalf. 

The Advertiſement of this Remedy was 
brought, about a fortnight ago, by a well. 
looking, freſh-colour'd Man, in a mourn- 
ing livery, in order to be inſerted in this 
paper; but though the Doctor ſeems to 
promiſe very fair, and gives a plauſible ac- 
count enough of his Medicine, yet I am 
always ſo cautious of impoſing on the pub- 
lick, that I refolved to make ſome enquiries 
into the truth of his allegations, before I 
gave it the ſanction of my recommendation 
in this paper. 

With this intent, I waited on the Doc 
tor himſelf for ſatisfaction; and happening 
to be ſomewhat out of humour on account 
of the late Lottery, he choſe to convince 
me of the virtue and efficacy of his Royal 
Specifick, by an experiment on myſelf; he 

| gave 
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gave me a ſmall quantity of it, which I a 
plied according to his directions, and in 
leſs than the ſpace of five minutes, found 
myſelf perfectly recovered, ſeeing things 
in quite another light than what I did be- 
fore, and being in as chearful a temper as 
I ever da myſelf to have been in 
my whole life. | 
Upon which the Doctor ſmiling very 
»plealantly upon me, (as I am told it is his 
cuſtom) proceeded with great frankneſs and 
ingenuity to acquaint me with the method 
of his obtaining this Remedy, and of ſeve- 
ral wonderful cures which he has perform- 
ed with ir, during his /i years practice in 
this city. He own'd to me, that he in a 
manner extorted the /ecret of this Naſtrum, 
with great difficulty, after much importu- 
nity and ſeveral particular ſervices, (not fit 
to be mentioned) from the late famous Dr. 
Cataline, having been firſt convinced of 
its invaluable qualities by a moſt ſurpri- 
Zing cure perform'd on himſelf: but he aſ- 
ſured me that, without vanity, he might 
preſume to ſay that he had made no ſmall 
improvements on the original Recipe ; he 
oe likewiſe told me, that [Though he could 
ing not pretend, like ſome eminent, as well as 
unt obſcure practitioners, to) have travelled in- 
nce © to remote Kingdoms for experience, yet he 
y could truly boaſt that ame of his royal 
he Preparations, and the adroitneſs of his 
ave 5 G2 Skill 
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Skill had reached the moſt diſtant Regions 

of the world, having had the particular 

honour to perform ſeveral wonderful cures, i 

not only in the moſt flouriſhing Courts 

of Europe, but likewiſe in the great Em. 

pires of Turky, China, Fapan, and Mo. 

rocco, as well as in molt parts of the EA 

and Weſt-Indes. | 

He aſſured me, in particular, that the 

Duke de Riperda, late prime Maniſter of 

the Kingdom of ain, was, for ſome time, 

ö under his hands, and that he ſhould not in 

the leaſt have doubted of making a pere 

cure of him, if he had not, on a ſudden, 

EX unhappily fallen into diſgrace; which it 

. is not unlikely was partly occaſioned by 

1 his correſpondence with the Doctor, at 2M 

(| time when there were ſome differences be- 

i tween the two Courts; which, to the na- 

it: tural jealouſy of the Spaniards, might give 

| | 1 grounds of ſuſpicion, and alarm them ith 
| 
| 


3 
89 


apprehenſions that ſome dangerous delign 
4 were carrying on, under the pretence of 

1348 curing a common bodily infirmity. 
FER He was farther pleaſed to inform me, 
it that he has now ſeveral great men for his 
1 Patients, in the Courts of France, Ger. 
1 many, Holland, Sweden, Poland, Savoy, 
21:48 Denmark, Muſtovy, and Pruſſia, beſides 
i moſt other inferior States and Kingdoms, 


# not excepting even the little pretended 
„ Court at Bologna; but as it would be leſſen- 
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ing the character of moſt of theſe perſons, 
to have it known that they are ſubject 
to ſuch flatulent diſtempers, ſo he deſired 
to be excuſed from ſpecitying their names. 

He then proceeded to give me the parti- 
culars of ſome equally eminent Cures which 
he has perform'd in his own native coun- 
try of Great Britain; particularly, on two 
great and very antient Families in Weſt. 
minſter, which were, ſometime ago, afflic- 
ted with the moſt virulent degree of this 
diſtemper; which render'd them ſo peeviſh, 
froward, and perverſe, that there was no 
dealing with them, or bringing thein to 
any fort of temper : ſeveral methods were 
made uſe ↄf to no purpoſe, till at length 
Dr. King being ſent for, and his remedies 
applied, the ſymptoms immediately abated, 
and in a ſhort time entirely vaniſhed. 
They continue (bleſſed be God!) in a more 
perfect ſtate of health and good humour 
than they were ever known before, by 
the canſtant uſe of this /pecrfick; for it is 
obſerved that, upon the leaſt intermiſſion or 
neglect, they are apt to relapſe; for which 
reaſon they always keep a great quantity 
of theſe medicines in their houſes. 

He told me alſo of two eminent Lawyers, 
whom he lately cured of a ſtrange political 
diſeaſe, which they had contracted by 
reading ſeveral peſtilent books and pam- 

phlets, 
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phlets, written in commendation of the 
proceedings of the late reign. This /tate- 
* ſpleen (which is the propereſt name I can 
give it) had intoxicated their Brain fo 
much, that they were conſtantly raving 
about the danger of the Church, and would 
talk treaſon publickly in all places ; which 
had like to have brought one of them into 
trouble; but the Government conſidered 
his caſe; and, out of their known lenity, 
only deſired his friends to take care of 
him. Upon the Doctor's ſetting up, he 
was one of the firſt cures which he per- 
form'd, and has continued perfectly well 
ever ſince, by the conſtant and regular ap- 
plication of this unparallel'd Arcanum. 
The other's diſtemper continued longer 
upon him, out of an antipathy which he 
had taken againſt any of Dr. King's pre- 
ſcriptions, which was occaſioned, as 1t is 
faid, by an old family pique; but ſome 
preliminary advances towards a reconcile- 
ment being made by the Doctor, (who is 


reckoned a good-natured man, and withal, 


very proud of his No/frum,) he conſented 
to the operation, which has not only reco- 
vered him from his illneſs, but knit a firm 
and laſting friendſhip between them. 

To give an inſtance of the ſudden alte- 
ration which the Doctor's /peciſicł works 
upon human minds, he told me that, about 
three years ago, the laſt of theſe gentle- 

men 
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men grew almoſt delirious, on account of 
2 famous Bill, then depending in Parliament, 
and in one of his madf fits delared, That he 
could not ſleep in his bed, if that Bill paſ#d; 
and ſhould think himſelf much ſafer under 
the Government of France than that of Eng- 
land. The Bill paſs'd; and his diſtemper 
increaſed upon him; which made him ſo 
fretful, untowardly, and capricious, that 
there was no bearing his company ; he 
could not keep his temper in any place, 
however ſolemn and venerable; but raged, 
kicked, ſcolded, and yours againſt eve- 
ry thing that happened to be ſaid or done; 
at length it came to that height, that he 
raved downright, and foamed at the mouth; 
he dream'd every night that a ſet of Ruf- 
fians were employed to break into his 
houſe, and cut his throat ; which put him 
under ſuch terrible apprehenfions, that he 
reſolved to quit this anhappy Kingdom, and 
ſpend the remainder of his days under the 
benign influence of a French or Spaniſb 
Government, as ſeveral of his friends had 
done already. But beforc he put this wiſe 
reſolution in practice, he was prevailed on 
by the Doctor's officiouſneſs and good na- 
ture (as I have already ſet forth) who 
knew his diſtemper at firſt ſight, without 
offering to touch his pulſe, and, in a few 
days, made ſo perfect a cure, that _ was 

\ eard 
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heard to declare in publick, that things 
would go mighty well, and that the people 
of England lived under the beſt Govern- 
ment in the World. 1 

He acquainted me with ſeveral other 
ſurprizing cures, which he had performed 
upon all ſorts of perſons, both in town 
and country; but as theſe effectually con- 
vinced me of the Doctor's abilities, ſo I 
hope they will be ſufficient to ſatisfy the 
courteous reader. 

I doubt not, that my publick recom- 
mendation of this incomparable Remedy 
will induce the whole Tribe of London 
Medicaſters to apply to me for the ſame 
Favour; but as the publick good ſhall 
always be my chief view, ſo I muſt de- 
fire theſe Practitioners, both male and 
female, not to trouble me with their 
advertiſements, unleſs their remedies will 
bear the ſame ſtrict examination. 


The 
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HE Practice of Libelling, as I 
have already obſerved, is of very 
dangerous conſequence to any 

Government, eſpecially when the 
poignancy of the Libel is directed againſt 
Majeſty it ſelf ; for as the maxim of our 
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1 law, that the King can do no wrong, has no 
« other meaning, than that his Mini ſters ought 
1 to be accountable for all Miſmanagement 
r and Male-adminiſtration, fo it is highly un- 
ll reaſonable to point any reflections againſt 


the Prince himſelf; notwithſtanding which, 
it is obſervable, upon a review of the Hiſ- 
tories of moſt Reigns, that Great Mzniſters 
commonly ſhew leſs uneaſineſs at any in- 
vectives againſt their Maſters than againſt 
themſelves ; there is viſibly ſome policy in 
this; ſince every Body, who does not wiſh 
for the total ſubverſion of rhe Conſtirution, 
will reſent any Attempts againſt the ſacred 
Perſon of the King; whereas complaints 
againſt his Miniſters, when well grounded, 
ſhe ought not to be look'd upon in the ſame 
H light. 
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light. I would not have theſe obſervations 
applied to a late infamous parallel, publiſh'd 
in one of the Journale, the author of which 
is ſuppoſed to have been, lately, a ſecret 
Friend to ſome Men in power. But I am 
diverted from purſuing this argument any 
farther, at preſent, by the following Letter, 
which will admit of no delay. 


+ :* & | - 
a Y curioſity carried me, laſt Yeduef 
5 day, to be preſent at one of Mr. 


* H-- ys academical Orations; which I had 
© heard ſo much and ſo differently talk d of. 
© I muſt do that ingenious Divine the juſtice 
to fay, that I think his undertaking a very 
© uſeful one, as he conveys a great deal of 
philological and critical learning in a lan- 
* guage, that every Body underſtands, and 
in a very clear and plain method. His 
ſubject that day was Horace; upon which 
he mentioned many particulars, to which! 
© was before a Stranger, expatiating in the 
handſomeſt manner on the excellencies of 
* that grear Man, and at the ſame Time 
* diſguiſing none of his failings. 
© T will endeavour to recollect ſome of the 
© paſſages; and perhaps you may not think 
* them unworthy of being inſerted in your 
paper. | 
After having given an account of Ho- 
* race's parentage, and the place of his birth, 
© which 
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«© which are too well known to be repeated, 
© he took occaſion to commend his writings, 
« the purity of his Style, and that curio/z 
« felicttas 10 peculiar to him. He then en- 
© ter'd into the deſcription of his per ſon 
© and character, obſerving that he call'd 
© himſelf, pleaſantly enough, Epicuri de 
© orege porcum, i. e. a ſwine of Epicur uss 
c herd: from whence he inferr'd that he was 
© ſomewhat fat and very arty: in another 
© place, he ſays, aon ego paucis offendar ma- 
© cults, which is, that he did not value a 
« few dirty ſpots; from theſe two paſſages 
© he ſaid it was manifeſt, that Horace was 
© little better than a Hoden. It appear'd 
© likewiſe from himſelf, that his fortune 
was originally very ſmall, but that he in- 
© creas'd it conſiderably, even beyond his 
© own expectations, 


Hoc erat in votis, modus agri non ita 
Magnus : 
Du melins fecere. 


A ſmall bit of land would once have con- 
tented me; but thank God, it is better with 
Me HOW. 


* Mr. H--y farther obſerved, _ it 

* was a vulgar error to think that Horace 
© was never marred; tor that the learned 
Heinſius aſſerts that he married a woman 
* of Lombardy, of a conſiderable fortune; 
* uxorem e gente Longobarda locupletiorem 
ES, H 2 © As 


tus, whom the learned Dr. wy ay» falſſy 
© 1magines to be the ingenious Dr. 


—— — ——— ¶ ͤ—ͤ— — 1 DDr 


50 The CRAFTSMAN. No II 


As to his Manners, they ſeem to have 
* been /oo/e and obſcene; for Petrus Cx ini- 


- - <=, 
© fays1n his life of Horace, moribus dicitur 
© furſſe ſub ob ſcænis & ad bilem excitatior ; 
that is, /ewd and cholerick. Auguſtus calls 
© him Homuncinem lepidiſſimum, which is 
© a comical, little, laughing fellow, and a 
great lover of e which appears 
from many of his Epodes, particularly 
© that to his Miſtreſs Nezra, which he made 
no ſcruple of ſinging, before women of 
* the firſt quality: it begins thus: 


Nox erat, Scælo fulgebat Luna ſerent, 


© © Which, tranſlated by a modern Poet, 15 
© as follows, 


Go to Joan Glover, 
And tell hey ]I love her, : 
And by the light of the Moon Pl come and 


ſhove her. 


That Horace was par/imonious, not to 
© fay, ſordidly covetous, is plain from ma- 
© ny of his own writings; as for inſtance, 
© where he invites Mecenas to ſup with 
© him, who was both firſt Miniſter, and 
© his particular Patron; he plainly tells him 
that he ſhall have nothing but bad wane, 


and cabbage, and in little glaſſes; and 


© that he had taken care of the wine him- 
* ſelf; from which appears too that he 
kept no ſervant,” Vi 
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Vile tabis medics Sabinum 
Cantharts, Greca quod ego ipſa Teſla 
. e 1 


© He kept the key of his cellar himſelf 
© and his wine, *till in all probability, it 
* was ſour. | 


Eft mihi nonum Superantis annum 
Plenus albani cadus. 


Thus much as to his per/onal qualities, 
© and private life; as for the figure he made 
© in publick, it appears, that, though he 
© ſet out but low, he grew almoſt at once 
very conſiderable ; his firſt appearance be- 
© ing under Brutus, where we find him 


« Tribunus Militum, in the tranſlation of 


© which the Learned differ; but I think ir 


© anſwers beſt to what we call, Zxempt of 


© the Beef-eaters; he left this poſt but odd- 
ly, as may be collected from the follow- 
ing expreſſion, Relicta non bene parmula. 
Madam Dacier informs us that he was 
« Scriba queſtorius, which ſhe calls Secre- 
« tarre de PEpargne, and may properly e- 
© nough be rendered Secretary of the Trea- 
fury. After this, Aſiuius Pollio aſſures 
< us, that he was ſent Ambaſſador to Gaul, 
« Legatus apud Gallos miſſus fuit, Man-lio 
S Daiio (%.“ | | 

1 * When 
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When he had made ſome ſtay, and fi- 
© gure in that Court, Quintilian obſerves of 
0 bim, in his roth Book, and firſt Chap. 
that he began to grow ſome what cleaner 
© and /prucer, and that he applied himſelf 
© to the knowledge of Men and Manners ; 
© multo eſt terſior ac purus magis Horatius 
II. © & ad notandos hominum mores præcipuus. 
Wilt. © It was probably during this ſtay of his in 
[| © Gaul, that the Secretaries of State ſent 
© to him to return with all ſpeed, upon af. 


© fairs of the utmoſt conſequence to the pub- 
* lick. | 


va te 4 


| De Re communi Scribe , magna atque no- 
Orabant hodie meminiſſes, Quinte, reverti. 


© Thereſeems at this Time to have been 
| © ſomedeſign of making him Secretary of 
© State, from that noted paſſage in a letter 
from Auguſtus to Mecænas; veniet igitur 
© & nos in ſeribendis Epiſtolis adjuvabit ; 
© but he never attained to this employment, 
© which is imputed to his extreme Modeſty. 
* Theſe are the moſt remarkable Paſlages 

© Ican recollect of that moſt elegant Oration 
© pronounced on Wedneſday laſt by Mr. 
$ H. - y. His Action, which Demoſthenes 

«© fays is the chief part of an Orator, was 
extremely juſt and proper, and added a 
grace and dignity to all he utter'd : ſuch 
was 
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© was the modulation of his voice, that it 
© inchanted your Ears, and ſeem'd more like 
© muſick than ſpeaking ! how laudable is it 
© to ſee Mr. H- chuſing to employ his 
© Talents in praiſes and commendations of 
© the great Men of Antiquity, rather than 
© meanly ſtooping to flatter thoſe of the pre- 
© ſent age; but though he will not flatter 
© them, he ſcorns, (however provok?d) to 
© attack them by any indirect or oblique 
© Strokes of Satire, as moſt evidently ap- 
© pears by the foregoing Diſcourſe. | 
The application of paſſages of the Ro- 
© man Story to our times is become ſo com- 
mon and trite a Way of Satirizing the per- 
© ſons of the preſent Age, that no man, who 
© has a tolerable Genius, or the leaſt inven- 
* tion of his own, will condeſcend to do it. 
© How ealy is it to turn over Tully, Taci- 
tus, or Livy, and when you have found 
a good ſtrong Sentence or two upon Cor- 
ruption, to inſert it in any Paper? The 
Author need never be at the trouble to 
make the Application; every Child in the 
ſtreet knows well enough upon whom to 
* fix it: I ſhould beglad therefore if what 
* I have ſaid would put an end to ſuch piti- 
ful Ribaldry; and if I can perſuade thoſe, 
* who have Talents, to give great Men 
* their Deſerts, as Mr. H- - y has now done, 
I ſhallhavegained my end. 
Jam Sir, &c: 
The 
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FRIDAY, December 30. 


_ 


To CaLes D'Anvexs, Eſq, 

=? E C invideamus altius ſtantibus : que ex- 
@ celſa videbantur prarupta ſunt. 2 rur- 

d ſas, quos Sort iniqua in Ancipiti poſuit, 

tutiores erunt ſuperbiam detrahendo rebus 


, per ſe ſuperbis & fortunam- ſuam, quam maxime 


© poterunt, in planum deferendo.' Multi quidem ſunt, 
© quibus neceſſario harendum fit in faſtigio ſuo; ex 
© quo non poſſunt nifi cadendo deſcendere. Sed hoc ip- 
6 , teſtentur, maximum onus ſuum eſſe, quod alis 
© graves efſe cogantur; nec ſublevatos ſe, ſed ſuffi- 
Fos; juſtitia, manſuetudine, humana lege, & benigna 
© manu, præparem multa ad ſequiores caſus præſidia, 
© quorum ſpe ſecurius pendeant. Nihil tamen aque 
© hos, ab his animi fluctibus, vindicaverit, quan Jem- 
© per aliquem incrementis terminum ſigere; nec for- 
© tune arbitrium deſinendi dare, ſed ſeipſos, mulio 
© quidem citra extrema, hortentur confiſtere. 


Sen. de Tran. Animi. 


S 1 Ry 
6 HIS Paſſage deſerves a place at the 
C head of one of your Papers, ſince 


© there is hardly any Thing to be found a- 
* mong the Antients or the Moderns more 


proper 
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proper to be recommended to the ſerious 
conſideration of all Hate-Craft ſmen; and 
© ſince, of all Craft/men, thele appear to 
© me to ſtand moſt in need of your triend- 
© ly aſſiſtance. Men are generally apply'd 
© to other buſineſs, according to their ta- 
© lents, and if they do not excel in their 
« profeſſions, they do not thrive in them. 
But the caſe is not the ſame very often 
© among(t Thoſe, who govern the great Af- 
© fairs of the World. SJecretaries want of- 
© ten to be taught to ite; Pre ſidents to 
« ſpeak 3 and e, intruſted witli the 
management of the publick Revenue, to 
forbear plundering and ſtock-yobbing. 

Our preſent Miniſters indeed are happi- 
© Iy choſen; and the wonderful /acceſs of 
their Adminiſtration is a ſufficient proof 
* of their Ability. But Mr. D' Anvers, 
your cares are not confin'd to the preſent 


Age; you look forward to poſterity, and 


* are ſollicitous even for the good of future 
* generations ; your candid readers will, no 
* doubt, apply what falls from your pen in 
* right manner, and will do you the juſtice 
* to believe, that whenever you chaſtiſe 
the vices, or expoſe the follies of Mzn:/- 
ters in general, you intend a leſſon to 
* Miniſters, yet unborn. . No one can ſup- 
* poſe that you deſign to aſperſe the un- 
* tainted characters, or to inform the con- 
* ſummate wiſdom of Thoſe, who govern 

© us 
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us at this time; for whoſe ſervice it is 
© evident to the moſt common underſtand. 


* 


ings that your Papers are intended. 


- © IT have aim'd, it muſt be confeſſed, at 


0 
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the rank of an Author; but finding myſelf 
unable to ſuſtain fo great a Character, ] 
have, wiſely enough, reduced my Ambi- 
tion into more narrow bounds, and pro. 
fels myfelt an humble Hinter. Happy 
would it be for Mankind, Mr. D' Anvers, 


if every body copied, at leaſt in this in- 


ſtance, after my example; or if Thoſe 
who have the power of doing it, propor- 
tion'd the parts they aſſign to the talents 
they riiſcover. What a ſhifting of parts; 
what a change in the Scene would imme- 
diately follow? how low would ſome 
Men fall? how high would others riſe? 
Robin would decline ſitting in your Coacb- 
box, or you would force him to get up 
behind. Let my modeſty, Sir, beſpeak 
your favour to me; and be aſſured that 
will attend and ferve you, in the duty of 
my profeſſion, with induſtry and fidelity, 
if you make ſuch uſe of my firſt endea- 
vours, as I have reaſon to expect, from 
that flow of Style, from that good ſenſe, 
and from that true ſpirit, which appear 
in Vour Papers. 


I fancy, you will obſerve that thoſe, 


who are in the firſt Claſs mention'd by 
Seneca, never fail of being in the a 
for 
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© for a great Elevation is always expoſed to 
great Danger, and therefore to great An- 
© xiety- You will ſhew, perhaps, how lit- 
© tle ſuch men regard the wiſe advice of 
the Tutor of Nero ; or, to give our Srozck 
© a more honourable title, of the companion 
© and friend of Burrbus; for I dare not 
call him the Correſpondent of St. Paul. 
© You will laugh, no doubt, at the parade 
* they make of what they ought to con- 
© ceal; at the ſilly pains = take, in ex- 
* erting their power, or ſpending their 
* riches, to increaſe the indignation which 
* mankind juſtly conceives at the manner, 
* whereby they acquired both one and the 
© other. "Hs 
* To1lluftrate theſe truths, I would have 
* you for ſome reaſons deſcend no lower than 
Cardinal Wolſey. This faucy Miniſter, 
© who, by the way, could never get rid of 
© the /coundret bebiv of a h Education, 
had ſome 4nowledge, more wit, and 
much more impudence; the fortune he 
* made was equally exorbitant and rapid. 
The uſe he made of this fortune was ex- 
* travagant and oſtentatious to the higheſt 
degree. He ſeem d induſtrious to erect 
Trophies of his folly, and to furniſh 
* Proots of his Rapine wherever he went. 
He adorn'd Villas; he built Palaces ; and 
his Train out-ſhin'd his Maſters ſo much, 
that when he retir'd into the Country, 
12 © on 
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< on a party of pleaſure, the Court became 


deſart. Even foreign Miniſters attended 
© on him, and found their account in it; 
* for he had ever ſome intereſt ſeparate from 
© that of his Country. He was zealous 


© for the Emperor; zealous for France; 
and zealous for the Court of Rome, in 


© their Turns; and, notwithſtanding his 
parts, he was the Bubble of them all. 

© This little Sketch of Cardinal /olſey'; 
© fortune deſcribes a man placed in that 
© elevated State, which is the laſt of the 
© three mentioned by Seneca, and from 
© whence no man can deſcend without fal. 
ling. Theſe Falls might be ſoften'd, in 
© deed, and the means of doing it are fine 
ly touched in the Latin Author. They 
© will be, I doubt nor, as delicately and as 
« ſtrongly expelled in your Engliſh. But 
* the giddy Creatures do the very reverſe; 
© inſtead of ſtopping, when their head: 
begin to turn, they try to clamber ſtil 
higher; and every ſtep they take for ſe. 
curity, enhances their guilt, and precipi. 
$ tates their Ruin. Unworthy of Love 0 
© Eſteem, they have recourſe to the two 


-* ſole Expedients which remain, Fear and 


© Corruption, By one they exaſperate man. 
kind, and whilſt they render their Ene 
mies more cautious, they render them 


more dangerous by the other they ab 


* ſemble a number of fa//e friends, whi 
| © encumbe 
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© encumber their Proſperity, and afford 
them no ſupport in the great and terrible 
© day of Adverſity. I begin to warm my 
« ſelf, and am in danger of ſwelling this 
© letter up to the ſize of a two-penny half- 
© ſheet, which being abſolutely forbidden, 
© by one of the fundamental rules of our 
« profeſſion, I take my leave of you, till 
next week, and am, dear Mr. D* Anvers, 


Your faithful, humble Servant, © 
Dec. 26. 


1726, ' 
7 Jack HINTER. 


AM very much obliged to the writer 

of this excellent letter,whoſe Hints only 
are of more Importance than the laborious 
unmeaning Diſcourſes of ſeveral Authors, or 
the tedious Harangues of ſome frothy O- 
rators. I hope the Publick will excuſe my 
printing thoſe undeſerved compliments on 
my felt; which nothing ſhould have pre- 
vailed on me to do, (as common a Practice 
as it is amongſt all my Brother-Authors,) 
but my Unwillingneſs to ſuppreſs any 
thing, which comes from ſo valuable a 
Correſpondent. Were I a young man in- 
deed, and found of the vain reputation of 
an Author, ſuch Commendations would be 
apt to elate me too much with an opinion 
of my own parts; but there can be little 
danger of this in One, who does not _ 
rom 


— 
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from any ſuch motives, but from a ſincere 
Zeal for the honour of his King, and the 
welfare of his Country, which I can aſſure 
this Gentleman are the ſole ends of my pre- 
ſent Undertaking, and for that reaſon, I 
ſhall be very proud of his future aſſiſtance. 


Gray's-Im, 
Dec. 26. 1726. | 
8 CAaLEZ D'AN VERS. 
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Praſenti TIB I maturos largimur honores, 

Jurandaſque tuum per nomen ponimus aras, 

Nil oriturum alias, nil ortum tale fatentes. 
Hos. 


MONDAY, fanuary 2. 


HERE is nothing, in which the 
AT | generality of mankind are ſo apt 
co be miſtaken, as in their opinion 


2 
5 of Great Men. They commonly 
judge by the outſide; and where they ſee 
power, riches, and ſplendor, they haſtily 
conclude, that there muſt be great parts 
and abilities in proportion: as for Honeſty, 
it is quite out of the queſtion; for even the 


vulgar herd know better than always to 
look 


| 
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look for that qualification in a modern 
Great Man. Bur moſt perſons, who have 
not been much converſant in publick a- 
fairs, entertain a better opinion of their 
Superiors than they generally deſerve. 
They imagine them, at leaſt, to be men 
of extraordinary capacities, whatever their 
moral principles may be; and think it 
impoſſible for any Perſon to fit long at the 
Helm, and influence large Dominions, who 
is not endowed with uncommon ſagacity, 
penetration, experience, and the molt ex- 
tenſive knowledge of all Domeſtzck and Fo- 
rein affairs. 

However requiſite to ſuch a Poſt theſe 
Talents may be, yet if we look round Eu- 
rope, I believe we ſhall find that too many 
Great Men, in all Courts, are not fully 
qualified in theſe reſpects. I am afraid it 
will appear that ſome owe their grandeur 
to pimping, informing, or the Intereſt of 
a Court Miſtreſs; others to the weakneſs 
or vices of a Prince, whom they flatter 
and indulge in his pleaſures; that ſome 
riſe by doing dirty jobs for a Grear Mini/- 
fer, and ſcreening him, in diſtreſs, from 
the reſentments of a people, whom he has 
injured and provoked ; ſome by the influence 
of over-grown Companies or the ſtrength 
of powertul alliances; nor ſhall we want 
inſtances of others, whoſe ignorance and 
incapacity for publick buſineſs have been 

their 
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their only recommendations. In ſhort, we 
ſhall obſerve, upon a ſtrict ſurvey of the 
riſe of Great Men, that ſometimes chance, 
and ſeveral unaccountable accidents, as 
the death or fall of great competitors ; 
ſometimes the power, caprice, and obſti- 
nacy of a faction, or the indolence, in- 
activity, or bad deſigns of a Prince, are 
the chief inſtruments of their advance- 
ment; .and we ſhall ſeldom find it owing 
to thoſe uſeful and valuable endowments, 
which are neceſſary to conſtitute a truly 
Great Man. 

In thoſe refined Ages indeed, and in 
thoſe Countries, where almoſt every thin 
is managed by the force of, Money, as it 
was in the Court of France during the 
laſt war, there does not ſeem to be that 
neceſſity for great accompliſhments, which 
there was when the fate of Europe de- 


pended on the genuine ſtrength and vi- 


gour of national Conſtitutions, or on the 
wiſdom, experience, and ſagacity of pub- 
lick Miniſters. For this reaſon, a man 
might make a great figure in Polzticks at 
that Court, with half the abilities, which 
Walſingham or Burleigh could do here in 
their times, who thought fit to ſteer their 
adminiſtration by well-weighed counſels 
and integrity. inſtead of exorbitant Pen- 
ſions and Bribes; and ſaved the Nation 
immenſe ſums of Money by the en 

0 
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of wiſe heads in conjunction with uncorrupt 

hearts. | 
The Character of a Great Man was not 
to be acquired, in thoſe Times, by under- 
ſtanding the paltry Buſineſs of a Money- 
Scrivener, or a Stock-yobber ; by a skill in 
uſury, brokage, and the tricks of Ex- 
change-Alley ; or by colloguing with cer- 
tain great Bodies of men, in order to de- 
fraud, bubble, and beggar the reſt of the 
Nation; not by ſuborning falſe Judg- 
ment, and hiring Men to proſtitute their 
conſciences for ſordid lucre. Neither 
was it, in thoſe Times, thought to con- 
ſiſt wholly in the Flowers of Nhetorict, 
and a certain knack at Haranguing in 
publick ; eſpecially in ſtudying the fozb/es 
of mankind, and applying to Zhoſe parts 
which are always moſt open to deception : + 
I do not mentioa this, from any con- 
tempt of that excellent endowment, or 
to derogate, in the leaſt, from Thoſe, who 
are happily poſſeſſed of it; but only to 
ſhew that Oratory and Elocution are not 
abſolutely neceſſary to the character of 
a Great Man; much leſs that they are 
the ny qualifications requiſite to form a 
Prime Minifter ; who, inſtead of poſſeſſing 
theſe Quacł endowments, ought to be a man 
of great knowledge, depth, and penetration 
in publick affairs; he ſhould be perfectly 
acquainted with the political State, not 
K . only 
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only of his own Country, but likewiſe 
of all Europe; with the intereſt, pro- 
jects, and views of foreign Courts ; with 
the Arts of peace and war; with a deep 
and maſterly comprehenſion of ſchemes, 
treaties, and negotiations; a piercing fore- 
fighr of future events, and a ſolid judg- 
meat of preſent occurrences; and, to crewn 


all, with a cool deliberating head, and a 


ſtedfaſt unſhaken reſolution, to act, upon 
all Occaſions, as it ſhall feem to be moſt 
for his Maſter's ſervice, and the intereſt 
and honour of his native Country. 

I could wiſh that all men in power 
and favour, or Thoſe, who are in the 
way of being ſo, would give themſelves 
the trouble of reading a letter, ſuppoſed 
to be written by Sir Francis Bacon to Sit 
George Villars, Duke of Buckingham, at 
that Time the great favourite of King 
James I. in which they will find ſome 
excellent directions for the behaviour of 
perſons in that high condition, delivered 
with ſuch a noble ſpirit of freedom, bold- 
neſs, and ſimplicity, as became the pen 
of that excellent perſon. - This letter may 
be ſeen in a Book call'd Cabala, and is 
well worth every man's peruſal; but it 
being, at preſent, grown pretty ſcarce, I 
will anticipate the Reader's pleaſure with 
ſome remarkable extracts out of it. 


He 
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He begins with an apology for under- 
taking ſuch a Task, by aſſuring him that 
he is no Courtier, nor verſed in ftate- 
matters ; and indeed his advice ſeems ve- 
ry extraordinary, at this diſtance, to a man 
ia ſuch a ſtation; for, through the whole 
courſe of his letter, He recommends per- 
ſons of ability, knowledge, and integrity 
to his particular notice and diſtinction, as 
the ſitteſt perſons to fill up all the great 
offices of the Kingdom ; he forewarns him 
to avoid flattery himſelf, and to diſ- 
countenance it in others; talks of ſuſtice, 
learning, and merit with a very high air; 
and ſeems to conclude, that the good of 
his Country, and the true intereſt of his 
Prince, ought to be the principal views 
of every Great Man; which, as roman- 
tick as they may ſeem, were not altoge- 
D ther, unfaſhionable Topicks in the good old 
days of Queen Elizabeth; which our au- 
thor preſumes to lay down as a pattern 
. WW *2 all ſucceeding Reigns. | 

He begins with the CHURCH in 
this manner: The Archbiſhops and Biſhops, | 
next under the King, have the govern- 
ment of the Church and eccleliaſtical 
[ * affairs; be not you the mean to prefer 
h * any to thoſe places for any by-reſpetts ; 
but only for their learning, gravity, and | 

* worth, their Lzves and Doctrines ought 
* to be exemplary. | 
K 2 * You 
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© You will, ſays he, be often ſollicited, 
* and perhaps importuned to prefer Seho- 
lars to Church-livings; you may fur- 
Ather your Friends in that way, C#teris 
* paribus ; otherwiſe, remember, I Bray, 
* that theſe are not places merely of fa- 
* vour; the charge of ſouls lies upon them; 
* the greateſt account whereot will be 
© required at their own hands; but % 
y will ſhare deeply in their faults, who 


© are the inſtruments of their prefer. 


© ments. 

He next proceeds to the L AW, of 
which he ſpeaks thus: Let the Rule of 
© Juſtice be the /aws of the land; an in. 
* partial arbiter between the King and his 
People, and between one ſubject and ano- 
© ther. Again, 12 
As far as it may lie in you, let no 
arbitrary power be intruded ; the peo- 
ple of this kingdom love the /aws there- 
of, and nothing will oblige them more, 


of them: what the Nobles, upon an 
occaſion, once ſaid in Parliament, aclu- 
mus leges Anglie mutari, is imprinted 
in the hearts of all the people.” He goes 


. A. WY EE We 


WL thus ; 


But becauſe the fe of the Laws lies 
© 1n the due execution and adminiſtration 
of them, let your eye be, in the firſt 
* place, upon the choice of good Jud 5 ; 

| | _ » thee 


than a confidence of the free enjoying. 
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© theſe properties had they need to be fur- 
* niſhed with; to be learned in their pro- 
* fefſion; Patient in hearing; prudent in 
governing; fowerful in their elocution 
© to perſwade and ſatisfy both the parties 
* and hearers; juſt in their judgment; 
and, to ſum up all, they muſt have three 
attributes; they muſt be men of courage, 
* fearing God, and hating covetou ſucſs; 
an 2gn0raut man cannot, a coward dares 
not be a good Judge. 

By no means, /ays he, be you per- 
* ſwaded to znterpoſe yourſelf, either by 
* word or letter, in any cauſe depend- 
ing, or like to be depending in any 
Court of Juſtice; nor ſuffer any other 
great Man to do it, where you can hin- 
der it; and by all means diſſwade the 
* King himſelf from it, upon the impor- 
* tunity of any, for themſelves, or their 
friends; if it ſhquld prevail, it perverts 
* juſtice; if the Judge be ſo juſt, and of 
* ſuch courage (as he ought to be) as 
* not ro be inclined thereby, yet it always 
* leaves a tains of ſuſpicion behind it : 
Judges muſt be as chaſte as Cz/ar's 
* wife; neither to be, nor to be ſuſpect- 
ed to be, unjuſt; and, Sir, the honour 
* of the Juages, in their judicature, is 
* the King's honour, whoſe perſon they 
repreſent. 


Con- 
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Concerning PaxLiamenTs he ſpeaks 


thus: The true Uſe of Parhaments, in 


c 
0 
0 
6 
c 
0 
c 
C 
0 
c 
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this kingdom, is very excellent; and they 
ſhould be ten called, as affairs of the 
kingdom ſhall require; and continued 
as long as is neceſſary, and no longer; 
for then, they will be but burthens to 
the people, by reaſon of the PRIVI- 
LEGES, juſtly due to the Members of 
the two Houſes and their Attendants ; 
which their juſt rights' and privileges 
are religiouſly to be obſerved and. main- 
tained.” 

He goes on thus, © For the great of- 


« fices and. officers of the kingdom, I ſhall 


c 
c 


{ry little --- only, in the general, I adviſe 
this; let them be ſet in zh9/e places, for 
which they are probably the moſt fir. 

As to EuBAsS1 ES, fays he, --- I will 
tell you what was the cuftom in the hap- 
py days of Queen Eligabeth, whom, it 
will be no dif-reputation to follow. She 


did vary, according to the nature of the 


employment, the og of the perſons 
ſhe employed; which is a good rule to 
g0 by. | 
© If it was an Embaſſy of Gratulation 
or Ceremony, choice was made of ſome 
Noble perſon, eminent in place, and able 
in purſe; and he would take it as a 
mark of favour, and diſcharge it with- 
| Out 
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© out any great burthen to the Queen's 
© coffers, for his own Honour lake. 

But if it were an Embaſſy of Werght, 
© concerning affairs of STATE, choice was 
© made of ſome ſad perſon, of known judg- 
nent, Wiſdom, and experience; and not 
© of a young man, nor wayed in ſtate-mat- 
© ters, nor of a meer formal man, whatſo- 
© ever his title or onut/ide were. 

If Legzer AMBASSADORS Or AGENTS 
ere ſent, to remain in or near the 
Courts of thoſe Princes or States, (as it 
vas ever held fit to obſerve the motions, 
* and to hold correſpondency with them 
* upon all occaſions,) ſuch were made choice 
* of as were preſumed to be vigilant, in- 
© duſtrious, and diſcreet, and had the lan- 
* guage (and, I believe, I may add, could 
adapt themſelves to the Manners) of the 
„Places whither they were ſent.” 

2 Concerning WA R, he declares himſelf 
in this manner: Wars are either foreign 
e or civil; for the fireign war by the King 
\: vpon ſome neighbouring nation, I hope 
o we are ſecure; the King, in his pious 
*and juſt diſpoſition, is not inclinable 
* thereunto; his Empire is lang enough, 
* bounded with the Ocean, as if the ve 
* ſituation thereof had taught the King and 
People to ſet up their Reſts, and ſay, ne 
plus ultra.“ | 


On 


© be at an end; Toe, who have. been 


you to this height; nor be you ſo obſe- 


The CAT TSMHAN. NIX; 
On a Civil War, or Rebellion, and the 
ſuppreſſion of them, he makes this obſer: 
vation: If God ſhall blefs theſe endea- 


* yours, and the King return to his own 
© houſe in peace, when a Civil War ſhall 


© found Faithful in the land, muſt be re- 
< garded, yea, and rewarded alſo; the trai- 
© ferous or treacherous, who have miſled 
* others, ſeverely puniſhed ; and the zen- 
* rrals, or falſe-hearted friends and follow: 
* ers, who have ſtarted aſide, like a broken 
© bow, be noted carbone nigro.” 

He concludes thus: I have but one 
thing more to mind you of: You ſerve 
da great and gracious maſter ; and there 
is a moſt hopeful young Prince, whom 
you muſt not deſert; it behoves you to 
* carry yourſelf w/ely and evenly between 
them both: adore not ſo the r:/ing Son, 
that you forget the Father, who raiſed 


© quious to the Father, that you give juſt Nef 
* cauſe to the Son to ſuſpect that you neg: fe 
* JefZ him. 01 
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Et tenuit nofiras numeroſus Hon Arius aures, Ovid. 


— 


Flip Ax, Januar) 6. 1727. 


Shall always have the greateſt 
reſpect for the family of the 
SHALLOWS, Whom I have 


ner reaſon to look upon as riſing 
n, men, ſeveral of them having 


already diſtinguiſh'd them- 

ſelves as the greateſt Ornamente and Supports 
nor their country, both in Church and State; 
Jr which reaſon I cannot poſtpone the fol- 
lowing Letter; eſpecially fince I am reſol- 

ved to preſerve the utmoſt impartiality in 
this undertaking, and was unwarily im- 
poſed on by a former Letter, which I am 
inclined to believe, upon maturer thoughts, 
to be very diſingenuous, and heartily wiſh 
that it had not obtained a place in this Pa- 
L 2 per; 
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per; but T hope the learned Divine, who 
may be prejudiced thereby, will accept of 
this apology, and have the candor to excuſe 
the inadvertency of an old Man, who ij; 
ready to make him all the reparation in his 
power, by publiſhing the following Letter 

in his defence. 


To Caits DAnvers Eſq, 


SIX, 
S you have publiſheda Letter contain. 
ing ſome account of the Life cf 
Hor ACE, ſaid to be delivered by the famous 
Mr. H—y in his academical oration on 
Wedneſday the 21ſt of laſt month, I hope 
you will pay the ſame regard to this, which 
comes from one of his conſtant Hearer, 
! and is defign'd to vindicate our Modem 
1 Orator from the imputation of ſeveral pa 
1 ſages, which ſeem very injurious to his cha- 
it raQer, as well as to the memory of that 
ll antient Poet. | 
" Your correſpondent begins with a jul 
[ | commendation of that ingenious Divine 
il! whoſe inſtitution he allows to be an ef 
(0 undertaking; but from the manner, in whicl 
l he has repreſented that learned entertain- 
| ment, I cannot help concluding, and mult 
11 take the freedom to declare, that either thc 
118 Letter-writer entirely „ M. 
a — 
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H, or that he had ſome ſecret ill in- 
tention of prejudicing the Town againft 
his Orations. | | 

This writer, in his character of Hox Acx, 
obſerves that he calls himſelf Epicuri de 
grege Porcum, i. e. literally. tranſlated, 
a Swine of Epicaras's herd; from whence 
he makes Mr. H---y infer, that he was 
ſomewhar fat, and very dirty; whereas 
this is only a metaphorical expreſſion; and 
in the uſe of Metaphors an author 1s not 
obliged to include all the properties of the 
thing, from whence he takes it; as it would 
be eaſy to prove from numberleſs inſtances 
out of the beſt writers, antient and modern. 
That Horace was fat, we have his own 
word, and the confirmation of ſeveral wri- 
ters; but that he was dirty, is not any 
where confeſſed by himſelf, nor charged 
againſt him by others; nor did Mr. H- 
mention any ſuch thing. This expreſſion 
therefore ought to be underſtood fo, as to 
denote the fatneſs only, and not the filthi- 
eſs of the Swine. 

The charge of Horace's dirtizeſs is far- 
ther urged trom this paſſage, | 


— Non ego faucis 


Oßendar Maculis 


which every School-boy knows to be alſo a 
Metaphorical expreſſion, and that it alludes 
tO 


—_— Yor * . 
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to inaccuracies of ſtile, and not to any want 


of delicacy in dreſs; yet your correſpon- 
dent makes Mr. H---y affirm, that from 


theſe two paſſages it is manifeſt that Horace 
was little better than a Slovens whereas I 
muſt inſiſt on it that he ſaid no ſuch thing, 
as indeed he ſeems to have no manner of 
foundation to do, ſince in the line immedi- 
ately before that quoted to prove him a 
Shover, he deſcribes himſelf in the figure 
of a BEAu. | 


Me pinguem et nitidum, bene curata cute, 
viſes. 


I am ready to grant that Horace's for- 
tune was originally very /mall, and that he 
had encreaſed it conſiderably, as Mr. H---y 
obſerved and proved, not only from the 
paſſage quoted by this writer, but alſo from 
the following one. 


| ----Natum et in tenui Re 
Majores pennas nido extendiſſe loqueris. 


The'-my paternal eſtate was very inconſide- 
rable, yet by a laudable ambition 1 have 
made very great additions to it. 


But Mr. H---y did Hox Ac the juſtice 
to obſerve, that what he wanted by inheri- 
tance, he made up in virtue. 


ot 


* Bp” a r 
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Ut quantum generi demas, virtutibus addas, 


Which this Letter-writer has, I am afraid, 
purpoſely omitted. = 

I muſt likewiſe agree with him, that Ho- 
race was very cholerick, as he ackpowledges 
himſelf ; but with this alleviation, that he 
was eaſy to be reconciled, of which likewiſe 
your correſpondent takes no notice. ; 


Iraſci celerem, tamen ut placabilis eſſem. 


But I am perfectly aſtoniſhed at this 
writer's aſſertion, that Horace married a 
woman of Lombardy, which he fathers up- 
on the learned Heinfius and Mr. H----y, 
neither of whom, to my certain know- 
ledge, ever aſſerted any ſuch thing; nor does 
Horace himſelf, as free as he is in relating 
all the other particulars of his life, take the 
leaſt notice of this circumſtance; and cer- 
tainly, as fine a Gentleman as he was, if 
he had ever had a wife, eſpecially with a 
conſiderable fortune, (as this writer aſſerts) 
he would not have been aſhamed to oton her. 
I cannot undertake to vindicate his mo- 
rals, which, from _ of his writings, 
appear to be leud and obſcene. It is very 
probable, as your correſpondent obſerves, 
that he uſed to divert perſons of diſtinction, 
now and then, with inditing and ſinging 
4 2 5 ſmutt v 
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(matt) catches; but I'll be anſwerable for 
is good ſenſe ſo far as to declare, that if 
he were to live in Ezeland, and ſee his fine 
Ode to Neera ſet to the wretched tune of 
Joan Glover, he would not offer to enter. 
tain any perſons of faſhion, eſpecially La. 
dies of the firſt quality, with ſuch bare. 
faced and iupid ribaldry, 88 
The next charge againſt him, of being 
covetous, ſeems to be equally unjuſt; for, 
if we may take his own word for it, as I 
am willing to do, he plainly infiguates the 
contrary, where he ſays, 


Si neque Avaritiam, neque ſordes, ac mala 
luſtra | | 
Objiciet vere quiſquam mihi 


If no man can juſtly tax me with Avarice, 
and a ſordid, niggardly Spirit, &c. 


Mr. H----y took notice of this, and ob- 
ſerved, that his ixvitation of Mecanas to 


a poor ſupper (which is the only proof this 


author brings for Horace's covetouſneſs) 
is only an Inſtance of his great modeſty ; 
and, as that learned Orator remarked, he 
had himſelf often met with an elegant en- 
tertainment, where he was invited only to 

a piece of Muttor. | 
Having given this account of Horace's 
private life, he proceeds to the figure 
e 
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ery which was 
| the Rome 
ell, nor in any other nation, X believe; 
12 in our own happy WY of Great 
Britain. 


The yes gent Polt, ſays he, 
ped ws Gt pot, 1 855 
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hich, ny 
158 
Tas Asufr, 
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chat Hmac en- 
r. . by 
— Epaiga· 


ms 
REALITY, 1 & js 8 it is by this 


Met y rende rd N 7 10 


een Wh Pane preſume, 
Srence 1 in moſt countries. ; 


3 5 he, Afinias Pollio aſſures 
ti, . he was ſent Amballador to Gaui. 


1 atut uu Gallos mid 7 Aale 
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ſed to ſh 125 us hides he ad right 

1 Pollis's Writin icha 


7 | 
rally füpoteckto hace dhe be r 5 | 


Neither do 1 retiie my res 


to have met with be loaf focnmon Of £10: 
race's being ſeat Ainbaſlagag to Cad nor 
car I find; „ 2 
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of the fe Conſulares, any ſuch Conil. 
ſhip as that of anni &9 Daitus: 
He goes on to tell us, that during his 
fray at this court, he ri ſomewhat 
cleaner and 79 and apply d himſelf 
to the toi ge of men and manners, to 
which end, he * Wreſted a paſſage in 
Ouintitian, which, in the original, is a; 
little to his purpoſe as any of thoſe before 


.- 
* 


mentioned. '- 1 

He concludes this extraordinary account 
with telling us, that, about 'this time, 
there ſeems to have been ſome deſign of 
making him Secretary ef State; hut that 
he neverattained to this employment, which 
is imputed to his extreme modeſty ; where- 
as; I believe your correſpondent is the 
only perſon that ever heard of any fuch 


deſign; and I have ſo great an opinion of 


Horatce's modeſty, that Tam perſwalled he 
could never be guilty of ſo ridiculous an 
ambition; for he ſeems, through his whole 
works, to be fully ſatisfied with the ho- 


nour of being admitted into the fa- 


vour and converſation of eAugu/txs and 
His chief favourites, whom he uſed to di- 
vert With his inimitable wit and plea- 
ſantry, being, as this author juſtly obſerves, 
2 very comical little laughing Fellow; but 
he knew his own Intereſt better, than to 
Hazard the loſs of their good opinion, and 
become the jeſt of the whole Court, by 
oa | | aſpiring 


* 
„ - S 


aſpiring to an Emplament, for which he 
5 Fimſelf to be ey 4 unqualified. 13 
T hope, Sir, that theſe few remarks will | 
convince you how much this Letter-writer | 
has injured our celebrated Orator by ſuch an 
unjuſt repreſentation of his ingeniout en- 
tertainment, which muſt be owing either to 
his Inattention, or an unfriendly Jefign of 
diſcrediting that zſeful inſtitution, not- 
withſtanding his fair profeſſions to the 
contrary, for I cannot poſſibly impute it 
to any other cauſe. I am, Sir, 


Tour humble Servant, 
TIM. SHALLOW. 


Arz 3 4 \ 
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I DVERTISEMENT- 


Invented and made only by Solomon | 
Porch, at the Sign of the Great Chair Þ 
in Weſtminſter, the true Political Perſpe- | 
five, which encreaſes or diminiſhes any ö 
object at pleaſure. This inſtrument, it is | 
hoped, may be of great ſervice in all pub- | 
lick Affairs, it being made large enough 0 
for ſeveral hundred Perſons to look through 
at once; hy turning one end of it, Dau- 
gers may be magnified and ſeen im- } 
minent; by turning the other, Debts F 
may be leflened and removed to a greater 
diſtance. It is very neceſſary at Sea, to 
licover Invaſions before they are in- 

M 2 tended; 
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7 HOUGH the refletions. of 
one of your correſpondents, 

Wl who f kimſeif 'Mer 
BM cator, on fome Frauds lately 


> — diſcover 'd at an. 'EaftIndis 
Sale, are very juſt in the main, jet I. muſt 
3 e _ mY abi un ink 
, "-Femen 
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utmaſſ cave ought dg be ard 
and abuſes ſbould be admit 
40 Companies; or, face the 
cantiont ave often vain, that they 
fs d #ever eſcape with impunity,” whex 
diſcover 4. How far the caſe of Mr. Ec- 
cleftage may fall under this head, and his 
Fee be 
ſhall leave the world to determine, 
from, age 9 — of 1 perſons, who 
are ſuppoſed to be iojured Þ them, and the 
edings of the ge Court of the 
Indie Com any, 5 "wel as from that 
account, which has been made publick in 
the White=Holl Evening Poſt; together with 
our correſpondents rvations upon it. 
f But F means agree ith this 
Gentleman, that we are now obliged to 1405 
poſe Mr. Becleſtone entirely innocent, 
the reſalutions which were taken in that 
alſerably, which: ended only in an 64. 
journment of the queſtion, ſine Die, auh. 
ther he was guilty, or not; to which pecu- 
liar method of proceeding they were in- 


10 cru 
bn into 


duced, no doubt, by very good reaſons; 


tos. had his caſe been as — ob his De- 
fence as full, as the author of that paper 


b 00 — * * duft of the 


day 


ſubject to an imputation of 


„ we Carb, N. N 
day would, in all probability, have con. 
cluded in rr of his Ind 
cence, inſtead of ſuch an extraordinary &, 
penſion” of their judgment, which leaves 
the affair of his conduct totally undecided, 
juſt — they found it, when they firſt met 

e er.. | Tek 3s. | Þ 
Whether the examination of this mat. 
ter is ever to be reſumedeither by the ſame 


. 


- 


| Aſſembly, or by ſome higher Power, I cannot 


pretend to determine; but I will be free to 
declare, with your Correſpondent, that it is 
abſolutely neceſſary, for the full juſtifica- 
tion of the Company, as well as Mr, Ec- 
cleſtone, that a point of ſuch conſequence 
to all fair Traders ſhould have ſome far- 
ther enqujry made into it; eſpecially at 


this juncture, when we ſeem to be in no 


{mall danger of being involved in an ex- 
penfive War, in order to ſupport that pats 
ticular branch of commerce. F209 
The reaſons for this will ſtill appear 
much ſtronger, if it be true (as I have often 
heard it aſſerted) that Mr. Eccleſtone him- 
ſelf in his Defence, as it is called, did not 
2 fully to jz/tify his own conduct; 
ut, on the contrary, ſeemd to acknow- 
ledge that he had been led by bad Prece- 
dents, together with the Frailties and In- 


Armities of human nature, into ſome pra- 


ices, which, upon ſerious reflection, he 
ound reaſon to repent of; and that _— 
ä 
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been unhappily guilty. of ſome miſtakes 
and neglect in che Aue e his office, as 
well as the poor ¶ are houſetłee per; in ex- 
tenuation of which, I am told, that he de · 
fired them to look back to his former be- 
hauiour; and hoped, if they had, at any 
time, found him uſeful to Trade, or in- 
ſtrumental in the ſervice of the Company, 
that they would overlook this miſcarriage 
and indulge him for once, in the . frailtzes 
of is garnet ty. wa 
I am very unwilling, on any account, to 
interpoſe my ſelf between unhappy, Mex 
and Mercy; eſpegially fince we are inform- 
ed, by a late Courant, that ſome. perſo 
concerned in the management of the Oſtend 
Company, who are ſubject, it ſeems, to the 
ſame Infirmities, and have 1 guilty of 
ſuch kind of Miſtakes and Negle&# in their 
duty, have met with the like Lenity ; tho? 
ſuch indulgences are inconfiftent with the 
antient politicks of thoſe countries; for 
Sir William Tem le informs us, that the - 
Great Trade of the Netherlands was for- 
merly owing to nothing more than to the 
exactneſs of their regulations, and to 
the ſeverity of their juſtice: againſt every 
abuſe in it. And as co the: caſe of 
former Merit and Services, the great Earl 
of Clarendor tell us, in his ſpeech: againſt 
the corrupt Judges in King Charles the 
frff's reign, when he carried up an In- 
5 peachment 


N e T 1 * 
be genf chen 0 the Houſe of 
rds, rel aß ared to their Lord: 
ſhips under the Repes 0 of Prudence av 
Aeg in. a caſes, except thieſe preſen. 
ted to them, Their Lordfhi s would be 5 
leaf of the ſame opinron; that He of 
dedæmon tas Fl the Athenians ; 1 N , 
carried * well, whex Ng E 


2 ill, the deſerve 4 double phniſ 
Ray ae dt s tbey 


were, ed age e. they. are evil; as they 
terre not. 


However, it is to be withed (and 1 
hope 


not to be fort” that 1 
Zenit thought proper to be uſe 
ends Me men, it will in no 
manner 1 the iet enquiry into 
the bottom of this affair, in order to pre. 
vent, for the future, the like Inffrmit iel, 
— akes, and Neglect; and whenſoever or 
ſoever this ſeaſonable hall 
be mate, I think it cannot be improper 
that the following Queries (Which 1 flave 
heard often put in private co. 
ſhould alſo be conſidered, us. gar: 


Q. Whether the Goveribrr and princes 

perſons in their Factories abroad, do 
not generally raiſe very greateſtates,which 
may ſometimes be made by divers un! 
warrantable ices, and the oppreſ- 
- dn 805 the Moerr hats iu thok- coun- 
g tries, 


R to a te- 3t© 
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tries, to the prejudice of the. intereſt of 


N. II. Whether their Szper-Cargoes to Chi- 
aa, (where the Company have no ſet- 
tled Factory) being inveſted with a full 
power to diſpoſe of the whole cargoes. 
of their reſpeQive ſhips, and lay out 
the produce of them in the goods of 
the country, do not ſometimes put off 
great quantities of Aver upon the ac- 
count of themſelves and ſome particular 
powerful men, at double or treble the 
market price, to the manifeſt damage 
of the Company ; the purchaſers of ſuch 
ſilver finding their recompence in the 
fale of their CounTRyY Commodities, at 
the ſame exorbitant Rates, for the Com- 
pany's ule ? 


£2. III. Whether their Captains and other 


Officers do not frequently exceed their 
Indulgences, by bringing home much 
greater quantities of goods, than are 
allowed by the regulations of the Com- 
pany, to their own unjuſt advantage, and 
the apparent detriment of the Proprie- 
tors? 8 


IV. Whether the above-mentioned Pra- 
ices, and many more of the ſame cor- 
ruft Nature, are not ſometimes well 

N known 
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known to particular 'DireHors, aud 5) 
are in the Plunder? N 1. 


2. V. Whether, if all or any of theſe Pre 
. ftices and corruptions are at any time in 


of them, have not thereby maniſeſth 
broken their Oaths to the Company, and 


them? 


Q. VI. Whether the accidental diſcovery of 
ſo extraordinary a Fraud, as is ſaid to 
have been made at a late Sale, ought not 


of Sir William Temple's Obſervations on 
Trade, from his accurate account of the 


them connved at or encouraged ſot : 


. 
» + 


uſe, the perſons guilty of them, or any 


ſhamefully violated the Truſt repoſed in 


juſtly to awaken the Preprietors and Dj. 
reciors to a ſuſpicion, that ſome others of 
their Officers and Servants may have 
miſtaken or neglefled, if not manifeſtly 
trauſgreſſed, their reſpective duties, be: 
ſides this auhappy poor Man, whom they 
have lately found guilty of ſome #atural 
Infirmities, and ſuſpended from his Of. 
fice? and whether the ſtricteſt and moſt 
publick Ix qui Rx would not be proper at 
this juncture, in order to vindicate the 
Reputation of their zznocent Officers, by 
puniſhing the Offences of the Guilty? 


Give meleave to conclude, Sir, with one 


united 
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united, e Netherteqds be 
tore poneg „ 

s It B, %, be, no conſtant rule, that 
4 Trade makes riches; for there may be a 
« Trade which impaveriſbes a kingdom; as 
« it is not going often to market that en- 
* riches the Country-Man; but, on the con- 
« trary, if every time he comes there, he 
« buys to a greater value than he ſells, 
he grows the poorer, the oftner he goes: 
« But the only and certain Scale of riches 
* ariſing from Trade in a nation, is the 
( proportion of what 1s exported, for the 
* conſumption of Others, to what is im- 
* ported for their own. | | 


1 an, Sir, 
Tour humble Servant, 
Ci VICUS. 


I think my ſelf highly obliged to the au- 
thor of the toregoing letter, and muſt con- 
{es that I have my ſelf frequently heard 
complaints of the ſame Practices, men- 
tioned in theſe Queries, which ſeem, at this 
time, to deſerve and demand the ſevereſt 
crutizy. I have often been aſſured, that 
he Ea f. India Company have ſeveral Go- 

N 2 vernments 


— 
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any. : 
_ excepting deen thy 


vernments in their diſpofal, of much great 
valur than any in his Majeſty's gift, no 
nourable of all, the ET EUTEN ANY of 
IK EI AND; Which we have the more tes. 
ſon to believe, becauſe we have ſeen ſever; 
Perfons return from thoſe _ employment, 
after a ſtay of three or four ears Only, 
laden with immenſe wealth, affecting. th; 
port and grandeur of . Britiſh Nobleme, 
and cultivating alliances with the mol 


powerful families in the kingdom. Bu 


the greateſt grievance is, that they com 
monly diſcover the ſame governing Sim 
here, which they exerciſed abroad, and 4. 
tempt the ſame kind of Dominion and oA 
thority over the countries where they ſettle 
which they found practicable in thoſe foreig 
and arbitrary Commands. 


Grays-Inn, Jan. 7. 
1726. 


CAL. D'ANxv EIB 
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HE payment of the Publick Debts 
and the redemption of the du- 
ll ties, which they have occa- 

ion d, are ſubjects of ſuch general 
importance to the kingdom, that I doubt 
not you will accept, in a candid manner, 
of any thoughts which appear to have this 
view; tho* things ſeem to be ſo unfortu- 
nately managed at preſent, that you are the 
only author of this kind, from whom I 
can, with any degree of confidence, expect 
ſuch a fayour. 


* my 4 l . 


I pre- 
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I preſume, Sir, that you have read a little 
piece, juſt publiſhed, entitled Remarks on 


& late bo, called, | A» hay ag be publigt 


debts of this kingdom, &c. as Well as the 
obſervations.thar have been made upon it in 
the London Journal on Saturday the 31ft 


of laſt month; ou which I think it neceſ. 


Tfary, for the information of thoſe perſons 
who are but little acquainted with this ſub- 
ject, or into wHhoſe hands'this piece may not 
have fallen, to make ſome farther Remarks, 
1 Mriter * the 9 in the Lon- 

# Journal begins with a pompous Eu- 
logi — of the author of the 9 
for ſome reaſons, which I may hereafter 
mention, I take to be himſelf,) and a 
very indifferent character of the Remar- 
ker, by telling us that the former ſeems 
to be'a very great maſter of the ſubject be 
treats of; whereas it muſt appear to ' every 
one, who will read the remarks with any 
attention, and be at the pains of comparing 
the quotations, i by reading the whole para- 


graphs that he tqkes them from, that the 
author of the rembrh does not only not 
know any thing of the ſubiect he is writing 


upon, but that he has dealt in a very extra- 
ordinary and diſingenuous manner with the 
author of the Eſſay; and ſeems not to have 


any view to ſet his countrymen right in the. 


great queſtion of the publick debt; but, "> 
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Aer colour ef making ſome poor remarks 
pon a book, -which Jos deirvedly. gaind 
eſteem ia the world, takes an opportunity of 
venting his perſonal reſentment aint 
oho have a great ſhare in the Adminiſtra- 
tion of the affairs of this kingdom. 
As to the firſt part of this modeſt para- 
aph, which relates to the author of the 
Eſſay, I muſt obſerve that the Remarker does 
not ſeem in any part of his book to deny 
that he is @ very great maſter of the ſ ubjet 
he treats of, but only endeavours to ſhew, 
that he has apply'd his talents to a very bad 
iſe; and I haveſome reaſon to believe, that 
great = of his reſentment againſt the 
Remarker proceeds from his having diſ- 
cover d a deſign, which the author of the 
Eſſay has taken ſo much pains to conceal. 
Whether the author of the Remarks 
knows any thing of the ſubjef he is wri- 
ing upon, I ſhall leave the world to judge 
and determine ; but, for my own part, 
upon reading his performance with the 
cloſeſt attention, and comparing his quota- 
tions very exactly with the paragraphs from 
whence he takes them, T muſt be free to de- 
clare, that I think he has fully executed his 
purpoſe, as it is expreſſed in the t:tle-page 
of his book, which was to prove, that the 
Eſay is written with an evil tendency, and 
that the author's deſign was to prepare the na- 
: tion 


7 
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tion for farther Daties and ae Debts; 
which pales, he ſeems to have clearly de- 

2 paſſages and. quoth- 
tions out of the E. 

It is farther obvious, that the Remarks 
does not pretend. to diſpate. the exatineſs 
f the author's calculations, nor deny, or 
argument”s [ake, that they would operate in 
the manner which he aſſerts, provided they 
were ſtrictly applied; but, as his Ds 
led him, he deſires his Countrymen to be- 
ware of the Doctrine, which ſeems to be 
couched under this flattering and delufive 
Scheme; a doQrine fo ill diſguiſed, you it 
may be diſcovered by any man with the 
leaſt attention, and ——— knowing any 
thing of this ſubjeQ, ſo far as it relates to 
figares, calculations, and the particulars, of 
which the publick Debt conſiſts. 15 

If therefore the Letter writer had 
thought fit to have ſaid any thing to the 
gan his proper buſineſs. would have 

n to ſhew that this objection againſt 
the Eſſay was groundleſs, and that the Re- 
marker had no reaſon to charge the Author 
with ſucha pernicious defign;whereas he does 
not attempt to prove this, but flies off to a- 
nother point, quite foreign to the preſent 

urpoſe, concerning STOCK-JOBBING, (by 
1 called PyuBLIiCk CxEDiT) Which the 
Remarker 


Nel 


les 
whole Box. on 
But there appears to be ſuch a 


—# & 4 


in this Gentleman's writings and ſuch a pe- 


culiar propenſity to extraordinary aſſertions, 
that I muſt beg leave to trouble you' with 
another letter on what he has farther of- 
fered in that paper. 3 N 
In the mean time, ſince the Letter-wri- 


. 
„ 
- 


ter has thought fit to treat the Remarks in 


ſo ing enuous a manner, and to coademn 
them by wholeſale, without produein 

one paſſage out of them, or offering the 
leaſt reaſon for his ſeverity; it will not, I 
hope, be thought improper to ſhew, by a 
quotation or two, the true deſign of this 


piece, and how much it has ſuffered by this 


author's miſrepreſentation. 
He begins with ſtating the author's 


Scheme very exactly; which he ſums upin 


this manner : » 
Ir in the Year 1727, the whole pub- 
lick debt of this kingdom (by which I 
* mean, all that the Pablick owes, whether 
* it be publickly known, or not) ſhall 
really amount to no more than fifty 
* millions; Ir in the ſame year the income 
of the ſinking Fund may be certainly 
* computed at a ſum of one million; Tr 
* we can be abſoluely ſure that the ſaid 
" ſum of one _— will, from year to 


year, 


0 
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no notice of, thro his 
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© year, be punctually applied, in the ma. 


—— 
* 
- 


4 


\ 


* ner before mention'd, to the purpoſes © «: 
* which it is appropriated; Ir we may Ml « 
ſuredly depend upon it, that 20 mini « 
for the future, will be induced, in «nM « 
„ poſſeble exigence of affairs, real or p 
* tended, to lay hands upon this Jac « 
* Treaſure, and divert it to other purps 
* ſes; Is wecan undoubtedly promiſe ou 
ſelves to be free from any wars, infur. 
* rections, or troubles, for a certain lam 
number of years to come; or, Is the fin. 
ing Fund can be ſuppoſed to make a gres 
ter progreſs under the incumbrances « 
4 an expenſive war, than in a time of n 
* found peace: I ſay, if all theſe ſuppoſiti 
ons are not ridiculons chimæra's, but wel. 
* grounded preſumptions, then is our a 
6e thor's ſcheme a rational ſcheme, and e ma 
* rely upon ſeeing the publick debt total 
* ly diſcharged by it, within the time pro 
4 poſed; nay, we may carry our debtstoths 
© utmoſt extravagance, in confidence d 
© having them, one time or other, fully di. 
„ charged by a ſinking Fund of or 
million, according to the rules of geont: 
e trical progreſſion. 

In the next place he undertakes to ſhev 
the Author's ſecret deſign, which, he ſays 
ſeems to © be, as far as He can judge, t! 
© prepare the nation for zem debts, (could 


any Government be either ſo weak, f 
| 
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Y Wicked as to follow his directions,) 
under the popular pretence of exhibiting 
« a ſcheme for pay ing the old. For were 
« the author's only deſign to prove the ef- 
6 ficacy and ſufficiency of the ſinking fund 
« for paying our preſent debt, he could 
« have no occaſion tocarry its progreſs any 
« farther than this end; nor 1s 1t of any 
« advantage to his argument, to demon- 
« ſtrate that ſuch a ſum, ſo applied, will 
not only pay off our preſent Debt, but 
« alſo any farther increaſed ſum, which we 
« ſhall pleaſe to add to it; I fay, it can 
he of no advantage to his argument to 
4 ſuppoſe any farther debt, ſince if it be 
« ſufficient to pay the preſent, we deſire 
«no more. To carry his calculations there- 
« fore, with ſo much pains, farther than 
« we now have, or, I hope, ever ſhall 
« have occaſion for them, bears an ill 
« aſpect, and mult be allowed to be alto- 
« vether unneceſlary and impertinent to his 
*« preſent purpoſe, if he had no other de- 
„ſn. However it be, an honeſt Bri- 
* zox does not love to hear the frequent 
* repetition of farther duties and ne- 
invented Funds, or to ſee any calcula- 
* tions, which appear to have this tenden- 
„cy; nor would he have ſuch broad Hints 
given to men, who are ready enough of 
© themſelyes to lay hold on all occaſions of 
* this nature, 

O 2 The 
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Ihe author of the Efay having aſſerted 
that the lands, eſtates, expenc or com. 
merce of Great Britain will yet eafily. ad. 
mit of farther duties, ſufficient ' t furniſ 
new Funds, to anſtoer the intereſt of ſuch 
ſums, as any publick occaſion whatloever, 
that he can poſſibly repreſent to himſelf 
Car call for; the Remarker goes on thus; 
„Was ever any author guilty of ſuch 
4 an extravagant aſſertion; or, of ſuch : 
* flat contradiction to the common ſenſe 
* and knowledge of a whole nation ? is 
* there not already a Land-Tax upon our 
< eſtates as large as can be reaſonably de- 
e fired in a time of Peace? are not all our 
ordinary expences burthen'd with duties; 
« or is there any conſiderable branch cf 
« commerce which does not pay its cuſtom! 
« 1s there ſcarce any thing which we eat, 
drink, wear, or in any manner uſe, 
« which does not contribute to the neceſ- 
& {ities of the Government? are not many 
&« things doubly, trebly, and even qua- 
« druply loaden ? is not this generally la- 
„ mented by all people; and can our au- 
« thor, who pretends to underſtand the 
« ſtate of the nation ſo exactly, be igno- 
« rant of it? or, does he imagine that all 
« the world have loſt the uſe of their eye- 
« fie ht and feeling, except himſelf? 
What therefore ſhall we ſay to a man, 
* who thus inſolently ſports with the cala- 
| * mites 
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« mities of a nation, and lays wanton 
« plans for future miniſters (ſince I am 
« ture they can have no influence upon the 
« reſent) to oppreſs his fellow - ſubjects 
« with ſuch grievous burthens, as neither 
« we nor our children ſhall be able to bear? 
But the moſt unjuſt imputation of all 
againſt the Remarker is, that he has taken 
this opportunity of venting his perſonal 
reſentments againſt thoſe, ꝛcho have a great 
ſhare in the Adminiſtration of the affairs 
of this kingdom; whereas I can, with great 
confidence, aſſert, that no writer whatſo- 
ever has, at any time, in ſo ſmall a book, 
mentioned theſe Gentlemen ſo often or with 
more reſpect. Nay, in one place, I think 
he carries the point too far, and ſhews al- 
moſt too ſervile a regard, even for the Lef# 
of miniſters, where he propoſes to have an 
act of parliament made on purpoſe to ſecure 
them in their Employments during life, and 
to have a new form of Prayer inſerted in 
our liturgy for their preſervation and conti- 
nuance: but tho' this may be eſteem'd, per- 
haps, too high a ſtrain of deference to the 
greateſt and worthieſt of men in that ſta- 
tion, by ſetting them too much upon an 
equality with their Rayal maſter; yet, if it 
ſhould, at any time, be thought expedient, 
I ſhall chearfully ſubmit to the one, and 
conform to the other: being reſolved not to 
diſſent from the publick worſhip, nor to 
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go once the ſeldomer to Church on that ac- 
COuntr. y 2 N . +. adv; 
I hope, Sir, this will be thought ſuf. 
ficient to ſhew the diſingeuuity of the Letter. 
writer, and convince the world, that ſuch 
a deſultory manner of treating the Remarks 
mult proceed from a conſciouſneſs of his 
inability to ſupport the Eſſay againſt the 
charge which is brought againſt it in that 
book. But as he has thought fit to open 
another field of argument by advancing 
ſome neto and curious tenets; I muſt beg 
the favour of you to reſerve me a place in 
our paper one day next week, in order to in- 
ler ſome obſervations upon them, from, 


| SIR, 


Tour humble Servant, 


BRITANNICUS. . 


4 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Whereas the Publick has been moſt 
groſsly impoſed on, and abuſed by the 
late invented Golden Truſſes for pre- 
venting of Ruptures, which "tis now 
known have proved izeffetual; this is 
to give notice ro all perſons, that a 
Preparation of Steel is making at a cer- 

tain 
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tain place, over - againſt the Horſe-Guards; 
which will have a much better effect, 
by entirely changing the Conſtitution, and 
making it more ſtrong and vigorous for 
the future. 5 


Nn 


Tbe CRAFTSMAN: Ne XIII. 
Nen fumum ex fulgore ſed ex fumo dare lucem 
Copitat Hor. 


MOND A, January 16. 


INCE you have given my 
brother Civicus ſo kind a re- 
ception, Iflatter my ſelf, that 
it will not be diſagreeable, 
if I let you into ſome Secrets 
relating to the E- Fa 
C----y; and acquaint you with the behavi- 
our of the favourite Director; who is the 
DixecToOR of Directors, and their SCREEN- 


MASTER GENERAL, 


This 
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This Gentleman is of their committee of 
T. — , and by that means is a perfect ma. 
ſter of all the accounts of the Company; and 
is belides ſo ready and able a Speaker, that 
they i depend upon him to defend 
them againſt the clamour of their General 
Courts; and, to give him his due, he has 
both the afſ#raxce and the addreſs. to per- 
ſuade them, that their Directors are paying 
off their debts, when, at the ſame time, 
they are enriching themſelves and their 
Creatures, at the expence of the Company. 
This being the caſe, the reſt are forced to 
ſubmit to him in every thing. He makes 
Directors: He makes Secretaries : He 
makes Clerks: He makes Governors: He 
makes Chaplains to their Factories: He 
makes their Officers and Soldiers: and, to 
ſum up all, He has made to himſelf an im- 
menſe Fortune, But not ſatisfied with this 
(whether out of vain-glory, or to lay other 
parts of the world. under contribution) He 
has pick d a quarrel with the great Mogul 

the Emperozr of China, and the Sophy ot 
Perſia ; and, tho? by theſe means, the Com- 
pany's Ships may be ſeiz d, and their Trade 
prohibited; yet, if they will take his Word, 
it is all for the better, He has declared that 
the D---ch E----ft Ina Company have 
acceded upon a promiſe, that our 4 
C----y will bear the whole expence of the 


war, and give them a good, handſome _ 
to 


** A ts,” 1 
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into the bargain; and that we may have 
more friends upon the fame terms, meaning, 
as I hear, the two inſurances, and the cha- 
ritable 9 He ſays that the copper 
merchants have it under their deliberation 


. = 


and that, it is not doubted, that they wi 

likewiſe take our Money, when they have 
puniſhed a Perſon, who has cheated them, 
and are convinced, that no body will give 
them more. He ſeems to value himſelf much 
upon the zeal of one of the principals, viz. 
the B---k, and ſays, that they will be rea- 
dy, upon demand, with their hundred thou- 


ſands; but I find it is moſt people's opinion, 


that they are playing their old game of lyin 
5 till they are afared of tet INTE > 
he S- tb S---@ Company, which was 
at firſt a principal, and the moſt nearly con- 
cern'd, has, as we are told, being very 


neceſſitous, taken money on both ſides; 


but it is not doubted, that this Gentleman 
will fix them at laſt, it being a game he is 
perfectly acquainted with. The 5, 
I think, are allow'd by all ſides (like the 
D----ke of IL) to ſtand zexter. The 
twowater-officeshave offered their aſſiſtance. 
The demands of the one are very exorbi- 
tant; for they inſiſt to have their Engine 
kept in repair. The other, being compoſed 
of publick-ſpirited Men, will do it gratis, 
for the honour of it, being at preſent out 
of buſineſs; but, in * Aan opinion, they 


ought 
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ought to be reſerved as mediators and peace. 
makers, if they can furniſh water en 
to cool St $---25 CI. This we are 
told is the ſtate of our affairs; but the 
Gentleman, out of his great modeſty, will 
not ſtrike the bargain with any of them, 
without the ſanction of a General Cort, 
which he deſigns to call very and does 
not doubt that his meaſures will becrown'd 
with ſucceſs, if the Court will do as he 
wou'd have them. He has had a private 
meeting already with ſeveral of the Proprie- 
tors at his Friend's in the city, where they 
came to theſe tollowing Reſolutions, viz. 

That the hearty thanks of the Com- 
* pany be return d to their Directors, for 
* their great care and vigilauce in diſcharge 
* of their Office. 

That, notwithſtanding their Stock was 
„ fallen from 180 per Cert. to 130; they 
ere ſenſible of the great Bleſſis: they 
enjoyed under their happy Direction. 

„That they would maintain and ſup- 


port their Directors againſt all their open 


„and ſecret Enemies both at home and 4- 
* broad, 

That if any Prince or Potentate (how 
te great ſoever) ſhou'd give himſelf Airs to 
« any perſon employ'd by this Company, 
« they will ſufficiently enable their Di- 
« reftors to chaſtiſe his Inſolence. 


That 
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4 That they will give Power to their 
« Tireftors to make a conſiderable CALL, 
« and to borrow what money they pleaſe, 
« for W ich the Company will be an{wer- 
« 2ble.” | | 

Theſe Reſolutions, I am told, were unanj- 
mouſly agreed to; and thoſe, who were 
not already empley'd in the Company's ſer- 
vice, had an aſſurance from this Gentleman 
that they ſhould be provided for upon the 
firſt vacancies, 

Now, Sir, I beg you will publiſh this 
account, before a meeting of a General 
Court; that the innocent Proprietors may 
be appriſed of what is intended. I am 
with great Reſpect, | 


S IR, 
| Tour moſt obedient, 
humble Servant, 
URBANICUS: 


P. S. I had forgot to tell you the occa- 
ſion of the quarrel, which was thus: The 
Great Mogul has been heard to ſay more 
than once, that all his ow# dominions were 
his ow#3 and that he had confented to a 

P 2 Trade 
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Trade with the Emperor of China; but ] 
never. heard what offence the Sophy of 
Perjia has given to our Company, unleſ; 
they are in ſome private treaty with the 
T----ky C- y in behalf of the Grand 


Winn 


— IX 2 K 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
In a fero days twill be publiſhed, PxorosAL; 


for printing, 


Amore accurate and correct Map of 
the World, than any which has hither- 
to appeared; ſhewing the many groſs 
miſiakes made by former Geographers in 
the deſcription and ſituation of Europe; 
and proving the Balance to have hung 
wrong for this laſt Century; Muaſcovy 
and Stain being lately diſcovered to be 
contiguous, and the German Continent 
to extend to the Eaſt and Weſt-Indies; 
and ſetting right many other remarkable 
errors too long to be enumerated. The. 
Whole is formed on the moſt exact 
Plans and newe/? Obſervations of modern 
Geographers, Subſcriptions are taken in 
at the Brazen-Head in Channel-Row, Meſt- 

minſter, at Four Shillings ; and 'tis hoped 
the whole Work will be finiſhed by 
May-Day next, 
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Verum ita Riſores, ita commendare dicaces 
Conveniet Satyros, ita vertere ſeria ludo, 

Ne, quic Deus, quicunque adhibebitur Heros, 
Regali conſpectus in auro nuper & oſtro, 

Migret in obſcuras humili ſermone Tabernas. 
Hon. 


” 


Fripar, January 20, 


Man, who has lived but half as 
long in the World as I have 
done, cannot avoid having a 

8 556 many melancholy refle- 
| ions, on ſeeing things of the 
moſt ſerious and ſolemn nature turned 1n- 
to Ridicule. This method of writing was 
firſt introduced by Cervantes in Spain, and 
Rabelais in France; from whence it was 
brought into England by King Charles II. 
at his Reſtoration ; where it e 
grew into credit from that antipathy, which 
the people had conceived againſt the fana- 
tical purity and ſtarchneſs of the former 
Reign. Ever ſince that time it has continu- 
ed to increaſe amongſt us, and is now 
grown to ſuch an exceſs, that the graveſt 
ſubjects are frequently treated in this 122 
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and ludicrous manner; of which I could 
give a multitude of inſtances; but I belieye 
it will be ſufficient to mention only two 
books lately. publiſh'd, namely, Captain 
Gulliver Voyages, and an Enquiry int 
the Reaſons of the Conduct of Great Bri. 
tain, Sc. the laſt of which ſeems to be: 
{ervile imitation of the other, as that is of 
the French or Spaniſh Author before men- 
tion'd, and might be better intitled Dos 
Quixote in Poltticks, the refſections of Pax. 
tagruel on the preſent ſtate of affairs, or 
Gulliver turn'd STATESMAN» _ 

It is evident to every Reader of the 
meaneſt capacity, that the author of this 
curious piece proceeds on the model of 
thoſe writers, and that his deſign is to ri; 
dicule Stateſmen and political matters in the 
fame manner that Cervantes expoſes books 
of Chivalry, or Captain Gulliver the wri- 
tings of Travellers, by publiſhing a colle- 
ction of the moſt palpable falſhoods, abſur- 
dities, and contradiftions, in a grave and ſe- 
rious manner, with the ſame ſolemn Grimace 
and repeated profeſſions of truth and ſimpli. 
Cat. 

But I muſt obſerve that this Macł· Ex. 
quirer is not only guilty of very axſeaſe: 
zable and indecext mirth, by turning to 
jeſt things of the higheſt concern, but 1s al. 
ſo ſomewhat unhappy in his imitation of 


thoſe great Maſters; for tho? the account 
Which 
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ich he gives of publick affairs is full as 
N e my incredible as the Adventure: 
which they relate, yet he falls infinitely be- 
low them in dict ĩon and manner of writing; 
which in them is elegant and majeſtick; 
whereas in this author the ſtile is manifeſt- 
ly as indigeſted and ungrammatical, as the 
tenour of his book is fabulous and impro- 
bable; but perhaps this may be done on 
purpoſe, in order to make the banter the 
ohe. e 
Indeed we may, in ſome meaſure, impute 
this humour of turning ſerious wo to 
ridicule to ſome of our late theatrical en- 
tertainments; for I cannot help thinking 
that the great encouragement which has 
been given, for ſome years paſt, to the won- 
derful conceits of Scaramonch and Harle- 
quin, has embolden'd ſeveral perſons, and 
= this author, to repreſent the great 
affairs of princes and kingdoms in the fame 
jocoſe and farcical manner. | 
What ſucceſs this piece may meet with 
in an age and nation, which is too apt to 
be pleated with ſuch fanciful productions, I 
know not; but it cannot be expected that a 
man of my years ſhould approve of it, in 
any degree: for, on the contrary, I am 
aſtoniſhed that any perſon ſhould preſume to 
publiſh ſuch political Drollery, and make 
the moſt important affairs of Exrope, which 
ſeems to be juſt on the brink of a _ 
an 
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and expenſive war, the ſubject of publick 
It is not improbable that ſome perſon, 
who has more leiſure, or a better opinion 
of this piece than I have, may. think it 
worth his while to examine the tendency 
of itin a ſerious manner; but, for my part, 
I think it deſerves only contempt and vidi. 
eule; and I can make no doubt that eve 
impartial man in Great Britain will loo 
on it in the ſame light; but as it is not my 
cuſtom to condemn any book, however 
falſe or abſurd, without ſome reaſon, 1 
think it proper to make the following Ob- 
ſervations on this Treatiſe. 
The author ſeems impatient to let us in- 
to his deſign, which I think ſufficiently 
explains itſelf in the very firſt page, where 
he tells us, that curioſity itſelf, the 
4 loweſt principle of all our exquiries, will 
4 force its way into ſuch a ſcene, and will 
“ expect or invent ſome account of ſo ſur. 
4 priſing a change, from a calm hardly pa- 
« ralelled by any paſt proſpect.“ 14 
For my part, I never eſteem'd the natur 
curioſity of mankind to be ſo low a princi- 
le, as is here repreſented; but I can eaſily 
— that this author is actuated by ſome 
higher principle, as he ſeems to intimate 
himſelf juſt below, where he ſays, that this 
principle grows ſtronger, when it is join d 
to ſelf-intereſt, and becomes a perſonal and 
aatis 
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„rien concern; which I take to be the 
caſe of the Enquirer, whatever it may be 
of the Enquiry; for I readily underſtand 
how this affair may be a per/onal concern 
to the author, and I think it ought to be- 
J come a national concern to defeat his end: 
b but to proceed, S . a 
O A paralle] to à calm is manifeſtly a ſo- 
li [zciſm in language; anda As r proſpett is juſt 
as proper aSa FUTURE retroſpett;both which 
are what we uſually call abſardities; but as 
ueſtions go farther in convincing ſome per- 
ons than the ſtrongeſt arguments, I muſt 
beg leave to enquire of this Exguirer how 
he thinks any Prelate would like the rasT 
oſpe of a better BisHoyRick. 

As to the Duke de Ripperda, if what is 
ſaid of him be true, I am heartily glad that 
he is out of Power, and ſecured in the 
Caſtle of Segovia; tho? I preſume it will 
be thought ſome what incredible that a ma 
who has diſcovered ſuch a rank perſona 
malignancy againſt his Majeſty, ſhould have 
the confidence to fly for Refuge, when in 
diſgrace, to his Majeſty's Ambaſſador, or 
to think that Great Britain would endan- 
ger a Rupture with the kingdom of Spain, 
only to protect ſuch an inveterate Enemy 
from their reſentment, | 

In page 33, we find /afpiciqns, or ſome- 
thing ſtronger than ſu/pzcions, built upon 
appearances of another ſuſpicianz which ſe- 


Q veral 


- 
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veral ſuſpicions, to the number of about 
ſeven or eight, are at length made to x. 
mount to a certainty, . UI 

Indeed we are told that Ripperdadid, 
upon a certain occaſion, declare in conver. 
ſation a ſecret offenſive Treaty ; which 
ought to be looked on as a frivate Pro. 
clamation of a ſecret Treaty, 
Having thus ſettled ir as a certainty that 
there is a declared, ſecret, offenſive Alliance 
between the Emperor andthe King of Fain, 
he propoſes in the next place, to give us ſome 
light into the zatzre of it, and tells us, that 
when he has done this----Let them that 
te Blind, te blind ſtill; which expreſſion is 
look'd upon by ſome of his friends, as a 
little too open, by diſcovering the little uſe 
which his book will be of, unleſs his rea. 
ders reſolve to continue blind ſtill. 

But above all, commend me to thoſe two 

uick- ſcented Cz/tom-Houſe-Officers in Ire- 

[ind who, upon ſearching three Ruſſian 
Ships, driven 1a thither by fires of weather, 
found all the Hmptoms of Enmity to his 
Majeſty; Iwould humbly recommend theſe 
Gentlemen to better Employments, ſince they 
may be of great uſe to any Miniſters, by their 
excellent talent at diſcovering ſhips that are 
diſafefted, and finding out all the Symt: 
toms-of Enmity in Veſſels that have falle 
bottoms. This puts me in mind of a piece 
of an old ballad, which celebrates the 125 
| TOI Eran ee P97 15007 wh 
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uſeful quality in that renowned Prince 
King James I. | 


For louder and louder, 

Quoth the Ming 1 ſmell Powder, 
eAnd down he went into the Cellar ; 
And the King was an excellent Smeller. 


In the ſame page we are told, concern- 
ing theſe three ſhips, © that when they were 
“ ſaſe in Spain, it was given out by one of 
the greateſt Men in the Court of Raſſia, 
and written by another Great Man from 
„his Mouth to another at Stockholm, in 
order to influence the Srm²edes, &c.” which 
puts me in mind of another ſcrap of Poetry 
I in the Turtle and Sparrow, to the ſame pur- 


poſe. 


Sometimes, forſooth, upon the Brook 
I kept a Miſs : an honeſt Rook 
Told it à Snipe, who told a Stear, 
Who told it Thoſe, who told it her. 


I am ſurprized that this Author ſhould 
complain (as he does in more than one 
place) of the extravagant manner, in which 
the Duke de Ripperda was honour'd and 
argrandized by the King of Spain; becauſe 
I had always ſuch a reſpect lor men in high 
ſtations, that I thought a prime Miniſter, 
who ſerved his maſter honeſtly, however 
he might behave towards. foreign Courts, 
could not be loaded with Honours and 


Q 2 Riches, 
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Riches, and Grandeur in too extravg-" 
gan a Manner. 1a. NS ers s it 

In another Place, ſpeaking of the ſame 
Great Man, he ſays, Ml o can we believe,” if 
not a prime Miniſter? Which, applied to 
men of ſuch Eminence, ought certainly to 
hold true; but as it relates to Oe, of whom 
this Author has given ſuch an infamous 
character, it ſeems not altogether conclu- 
ſive; tor we may reaſonably expect as much 
veracity in a private country gentleman, as 
in ſuch a prime Miniſter. 

I ſhall take no notice of his pleaſant argu- 
ment for paying our Debts, by plunging far- 
ther in debt ; becauſe this method of reaſon- 
ing has been before advanced in another 
book, written in the ſame ſpirit, and re- 
quires no farther Obſervations, than what 
have been already made upon it. 

But I cannot neglect ro obſerve, with 
how much eaſe and dexterity he has made 
Don Carlos the greateſt prince upon earth; 
who, by marrying the eldeſt arch-dutcheſs, 


may poſſibly come to be Emperor, may, be 


king of France, and may be king of Spain; 
which is ſomewhat like a Welch lady, who, 
if an unkle, three brothers, and two couſins 
happen to die, may be a conſiderable Fortune. 

I make no doubt that the Pretender, ac- 
cording to cuſtom, is very active at this 
critical conjuncture, and will ſet all meaſures 
on foot, which he thinks will facilitate his 
N | deſigns; 
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ſigns; but I am ſorry to ſee this affair trea - 
94 15 ludicrous a manner by the author 
of the Enquiry; for, by founding it on a 
number of -/uppoſitions and conjectures, he 
makes it look like Scrubs in the Stratagem, 
who concludes thirdly and laſtly, it muſt be 
4 Plot, becauſe I don't know what to make 
of it. wit | 


MILIAN TOE OE TRE OK 
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Ecce iterum Criſpinus ! — Juv. 


a 


MONDAY, January 23. 1727. 
SIR, | 


HAVE already ſhewn, that 
the author of a Letter, pub- 
- | L=w8#e liſh'd in the London Journal. 
eon the 31ſt of laſt month, oc- 
* N caſion'd by the Remarks on an 
Eſſay on the publick debts, &c. 
has either miſtaken or wilfully avoided. t 
take notice of the true drift of that — 
phlet, which was ny to prove that the 
deſign of the author of the Eſſay was to 
prepare the nation for farther duties and 
new debts, without making the leaſt at- 
tempt to overturn the toundation of his 
ſcheme, 
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ſcheme, which has been S»ce conſider in 
ſo clear and maſterly a manner as will, | 
believe, admit of no Neply. But fince the 
author of that letter, finding it imprac 
cable to defend the Efay againſt thi 
charge, has had recourſe ro another point 
concerning Stock-Jobbing, on which ſubjed 
he has advanced ſeveral uncommon pr 
ſitions, I. muſt now deſire to trouble you 
with ſome Remarks on that head. 

I obſerve, in the firſt place, that the prin- 
cipal view of this letter ſeems to be to dil. 
ſuade the honeſt undeſigning creditors of the 
publick, from ſelling out of the funds at 
this juncture, that the crafty Men, who are 
in ſecrets, may diſpoſe of their ſtocks at a 
better price, in order to bay in again, when 
the ſtocks are ſunk much lter, as they 
_ probably have ſome reaſon to expect. 
- 'am as much concerned, as this author 
can be, to ſee any clandeſtine and ſiniſtet 
methods made uſe of, in order to depreciate 

blick credit, and heartily wiſh that it 


were much higher than it is at preſent; 


though I cannor agree with him, that this 


fall is occaſion d only by a LITTLE Ryumouk 


of bur entring into a War. 1 muſt alſo fe- 
mark that although the publick credit ought, 
by all juſt merhods, ro be kept up at this 
time, yet that putting a greater value on 
the price of our ſtocks than they are really 
worth, is not the proper way to W it; 

1 at, 
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ut, by giving it à ſudden and. falſe r:/e 
5 ed ion at length à greater and more 
precipitate Fall: I will therefore affirm, 
chat lince there is ſo great a ſhare of the 
property of this kingdom, inveſted in theſe 
fluctuating commodities, every. proprietor 
has a right to be acquainted, at all times, 
with their genuine value, that he may not 
be impoſed on in the ſale of them by per- 
ſons more knowing, than himſelft. Nay, I 
will go ſtill farther, and venture to dechare 
that the riſe and fall of theſe commodities 
do, in no ſmall degree, affect every other 
kind of property in theſe kingdoms as 
was too ſenſibly felt in that fatal year 1720, 
and therefore, that a man, who has 20 im- 
mediate concern in theſe ſecurities, may, 
notwithſtanding the Letter writers aſſertion 
to the contrary, torite or ſpeak, provided 
he zwrifes or ſpeaks only what is true, on 
theſe ſubjects, without any bad dean; but 
whoever, either by his writizg or ſpeaking, 
endeavours to perſuade the publick credi- 
tors, that their ſecurities are, at any time, 
worth more than they really are,. I will be 
free to declare (as this author expreſſes it,) 
that he muſt do it with a very infamous deſion. 

But what can he poſſibly mean by ſaying, 
that the Enemies, whom we can be juppoſed 
to have to do with, can give no interruption 
to our commerce to any great degree; as 
ay be plainly ſhewn, F occaſion requires? 

I ſhould 
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I ſhould be much obliged to him, if 
he would be pleaſed to ſbew me this plain, 
ſince I think the preſem occaſion dots very 
much require it; for are ve not likely to have 
to do 101th Sv AIx, and will not our Spaniſ 
trade (which has been conſtantly thought, 
of all other, the moſt valuable) be not only 
ftopt by ſuch a war, but alſo be in great 
danger of being, in a conſiderable degree, 
loſt tor ever, by its taking another channel, 
as well as by the encouragement that will 
be certainly . ca to manufactures in thoſe 
countries, which, when once eſtabliſhed, 
will, in all probability, be for ever after- 
wards ſupported. LY43 71098 OW 
It is too well known that our ven ma- 
nufacture in the North and Weſt does alrea- 
dy feel the miſchiefs of interruptions in trade. 
he Ruſſian Army, which uſed to be cloath- 
ed by us, have, for ſome years paſt, con- 
tracted with the King of Pruſſia for the 
ſame commodities. We ſee that the manu- 
factures in all parts of Germany improve 
daily; that they likewiſe ſpread in Poland, 
Ruſſia, &c. and, which is ſtill worſe, that 
thoſe nations anderſel us. What can be 
the reaſon of this, but that our people, be- 
ing loaded with heavy Duties on the ſeveral 
materials neceſſary to the woollex manufa- 
cture, cannot work ſo cheap? and yet the 
author of the Eſſay is for continuing theſe du- 
ties for yer. YL k 
| But 
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But what will be the natural effect of 
this? if ſo many heavy duties render it im- 
poſſible for our countrymen to work as cheap 
as the people abroad; if, in conſequence of 
this, manufactures are ſet up and ſupported 
in foreign parts, ours at home mult ſuffer 
more and more every day in proportion. 
By theſe means numbers of families will be 
reduced to ſtarve; and this, by the ſame 
conſequence; will leſſen the funds provided 
for paying thg intereſt of the publicł debts; 
the burden of which muſt then be thrown 
on Land, or the publick creditors loſe their 
eſtates; arfd even the landed eſtates will be- 
ſides ſuffer by every diminution of our ma- 
nufactures; tor the leſs people get, the leſs 
they will have to ſpend, and the produce of 
land muſt link in its value for want of con- 
ſumption. | 
What renders this aſſertion of the Letter- 
writer, That a Tar with Spain will gie 
but little interruption to our Trade, the more 
unaccountable, 1s, that it appears, as I am 
informed, by the Cuſtom- houſe books, that 
in the year 1717 (which was the year be- 
fore our laſt unhappy difference with Spain) 
our exports thither amounted to the value 
of ſeven hundred forty-nine thouſand, one 
hundred ninety-one pounds; whereas in the 
year 1719, they amounted only to one hun- 
dred forty-eight thouſand, ſeven hundred for- 
ty-one pound; ſo that _ exports in = 
| al 
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laſt of theſe years was diminiſhed by r 
hundred thouſand, four hundred and fifty 

poumds; and I wiſh this author could yu. 

by ſheww us, that the ſame or a like diffe- 
rence will not happen again in the fame 

circumſtances. * 

I need not mention the encouragement 
which is always given at ſuch times to the 
practice of privaterring; nor that the ſub- 
jects of ſome powers in alliance with us 
may, perhaps, clandeſtinely engage in this 

lucrative employment. . 

This extravagant aſſertion (whether it 

proceeds from ignorance or ſhameleſheſs, 1 
Mall not determine) is ſo near a- kin to ſe- 
veral propoſitions of the ſame kind in the 
Eſſay on the publick debts, particularly to 
that where he ſays, hat am increaſe of fi- 
gures ig not a real increaſe of the quanti- 
ty of any Sum; and that where he aſſures 
us, that the lands, eſtates, expenoes, and 
commerce of Great Britain, will yet eaſily 
admit of a great many more duties and taxes; 
there is, I ſay, fuch a near Reſemblance be- 
tween all theſe propoſitions, that I cannot 
help ſuppoſing them to come from the ume 
extraordinary hand, | 

But there are other aſſertions, almoſt as 

extravagant, in this Letter, of which L 

muſt not forget to take notice. 

It is, for inſtance, very ſurprizing (if 

any thing hereafter can be thought 3 

tins 


this writer) that he ſhould ſay, the Stocks 
were eh blawn up tao high, ſomewhat 
more than a year paſt 3. when it is well 
known who ſeemed to congratulate them- 
ſelves an that extraordinary height of pul- 
lick credit, (tor ſo it was then called) as 


the effect of wiſe meaſures; and it is as 
well known who were the moſt buſy in 


ſelliug aut before and immediately after the 
Hanover treaty was finiſhed, in order to 
make their beſt market of that artful riſe 
of the ſtocks; which, with the apprehen- 
ſions of publick troubles, occaſioned that 
great fal, ſo much complaia'd of; and 
whether Theſe, who occaſion'd it, may 
juſtly be eſteemed deſigning men, and ene- 
mies of the government, or not, let others 
judge; but it could not, I think, be expe- 
cted that /ach a character ſhould be fixed on 
them by this author. 

It is farther worth enquiring, how he 
comes to reckon the intereſt of money tobe 
on that day (December 21.) not more than 
four per Cent, by the premiums on bonds, 
But the author was very much in the right 
to autedate his letter ten days, in order to 
give that artful proof of the intereſt of mo- 
ney, ſince it is well known that, at the time 
of its publication, thoſe Bonds were ſold at 

ar. 


Neither is the dexomination of the rate of 


intereſt, ſaid to be given for the publick 
R 2 | loans, 
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loans, a certain proof, {as this author ſup. 
poſes ) of the ſtate" of publick credit; for 
this muſt be judged according to what the 
publick does really pay for fuch loans. The 
intereſt may be called three per Cent. and 
yet, by a kind of management, very praQti- 
cable, and not unuſual in contracts with 
monied ſocieties, the publick may at leaſt 
pay to the rate of five per Cent. or more. 
There is another fort of management 
ſomerimes practiſed with monied ſocteties, 
by giving them ſome bargain, which may 
be more valuable to them, and more detri- 
mental to the publick, than really and open- 
Ito give five, ſix, or even ten per Cent. on 
the loans. | 

May not tallies, which carry 3 J. per 
Cent. only in appearance, be diſpoſed of 
with as much intereſt due upon them, as 
may make the rate of intereſt equal to 4 /. 
or 5 l. per Cent. to the party who re- 
ceives them? 

As to what he ſays about being ſtores 
on equal or better terms than any Trader 
or Soc icty cf Mem, it is well known that 
the Nevy and Vicinalling Bills carry an In- 
tereſt at five per Cent. and though the Inte- 
reſt does not commence for the firſt ſix 
months, yet this is, and has conſtantly been, 
allowed in the Prices, which is juſt the 
ſame as if it did commence,  _ 


He 
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He ends, as he begun, in a very extra- 
ordinary manner, by telling us, that the Pro- 
prietors of” the-publick Debts have, for their 
Security of the payment of their Principal, 
as well as Intereſt, the Lands and Manufa- 
Aures, Trade and Arts of Great Britain ; 
which is indeed very true; but it is at the 
ſame time ſo melancholy a conſideration, and 
ſo heavy a mortgage on the Eftates and In- 
duſtry of every Briton, that a prudent Au- 
thor would have choſen to pals over this 
circumſtance in filence, ſince it can tend 
only to create ane aſineſs in the minds of 
the people. | | 
I hope none of my Readers will under- 
ſtand any part of this Letter in any other 
ſenſe than as ſome obſervations natu- 
rally ariſing from the Wild and Extra- 
vagant aſſertions of this Writer; a Li- 
berty, which I ſhall continue to take, 
for the honour of my Mg, and the 
welfare of my Country, till I am aſſured 
that He and his Coadjutors have ſome 
particular privilege to write on theſe 
important ſubjects, juſt in what manner 
they pleaſe, without being moleſted 
with any eAnſwers, Remarks, or Ani- 
madverſions. 
Jam, Sir, 
Tour humble Servant, 
BRITANNIcus. 


ADVER- 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

SHßpeedily will be publiw a, 

A Short and Eaſy Method of acqui- 
ring DuLLNEss; or, the Art of being 
unintelligible, ſo as not to be found 
out by the deareſt Friend or neareſt 
Relation; with proper Rules to damp 
Imagination, and prevent Elocution. By 
a Perſon who has, for theſe many years 
laſt paſt, profeſled Non-conception, and 
Difficulty of Utterance; the Whole in a 
few Words, the Author not being Ma- 
ſter of many. To be had only at the 
Hand and Pex near Whitehall. 


The CRAFTSMAN. No XVI. 


Inu HOC SIG NO vinces. 


FERI DA Y, January 27. 
F=Y AVING as yet given the Rea- 


der little beſides grave diſcourſes. 
on publick matters, and fore- 
ſeeing that, during the Sefſion 
of Parliament, I ſhall be obliged to con- 
tinue daily in the fame track, I am willing 
to take this one opportunity of preſenting 
him with ſomething which has no relation 
at all to Publick affairs, but is of a nature 


punely amuſing, andentirely void of RefleQi- 


on upon any perſon whatſoever. My 
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My 1 2 man not unknown 
o many here, by his frequent journeys to 
. did ſome time ſince Hubs He a 
preſent of a Perſian manuſcript, which he 
met with while he follow'd the fortunes of 


Miriweis. An exact tranſlation of the firſt 


Chapter has been made at my requeſt by 


follows; Sys 
The firſt Viſion of Camilick. 

N the Name of God, ever merciful, and 
of Haly his prophet. I ſlept in the plains 
of Bagdad, and I dreamed a Dream. I 
lifed my eyes, and I faw a vaſt Field, 
pitch'd with the Tents of the mighty, 
and the Strong ones of the Earth in array of 
Battle. I obferv'd the arms and enſigns of 
either hoſt: in the banners of rhe one 
were piQturd a Crown and Sceptre, and 
upon the ſhields of the Soldiers were 
engraven ſcourges, chains, iron maces, 
axes, and all kinds of inſtruments of Vi- 
olence. The ſtandards of the other bore 
the Crown and Sceptre alſo; but the de- 
vices on the ſhields were the Balance, 
the olive wreath, the plough-ſhare, and 
other emblematical figures of juſtice, 
peace, law, and liberty. Between theſe 
two armies, I ſaw a King come forth, 
and fign a large Roll of N og at 
which loud ſhouts of acclamation were 
heard 
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their courage, while they had the leaſt 
limpſe of that heavenly apparition in 
Fir view; and even hole "whom I 
fw overthrown, pierced with ghaſtly 
wounds, and panting in death, refign'd 
WH their lives in ſmiles, and with eyes caſt 
WH up to that glorious object. At laſt the 
long contention ceaſed: I beheld both Ar- 
mies unite and move together under the 
ſame divine influence. I faw one King 
twelve times bow down before the bright 
Phænomenon, which from thence forward 
ſpread a light over the whole land, and 
deſcending nearer to the Earth, the beams 

of it grew ſo warm as it approach'd, that 

the hearts of the inhabitancs leap'd for 
joy. The face of war was no more. The 
ame Fields, which had fo long been the 
ſcene of death and deſolation, were now 
cover'd with golden harveſts. The Hills 
were cloath'd with ſheep; the Woods 
lung with gladneſs; Plenty laugh'd in the 
Valleys; Induſtry, Commerce, and Li- 
berty danced hand in hand thro' the 
Cities. FY | 
While I was delighting myſelf with 

this amiable Proſpect, the ſcene entirely 
changed ; the fields and armies vatiſhed; 
and I faw a- large and magnificent Hall, 
reſembling the Great Divan or Council of 

the Nation; ar the upper end of it, 
under a canopy, 1 beheld the Sacred 

8 Cove- 


ſterity rejorce evermore ! 


ſembly come forward into the Hall, and 


ſolemn Form of Imprecation to this effect. 
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Covenant, ſhining as the Sun. The No. 
bles of the land were there aſſembled; 
they proſtrated themſelves before it, 
and they ſung an Hymn. Let the heart 
of the King be glad; for his people are hay- 
may the light of the Covenant be 4 
lant horn to the feet of the Fudges; for by 
this ſhall they ſeparate Truth from falſhood 
O Innocence rejoice ! for by this light ſhalt 
thou walk in Safety, nor ſhall the oppreſſur 
take hold on thee. O Juſtice be exceeding 
Glad! for by this light all thy Judgments 
ſball be decreed with wiſdom, nor ſhall any 
Man ſay thou haſt erred. Let the hearts of 
all the people be glad! for this have their 
Grandfathers died, in this have their Fa. 
thers rejoiced, and in this may their Po- 


Then all the Rulers took a Solemn 
Oath to preſerve it inviolate and un- 
changed, and to ſacrifice their lives and 
their fortunes, rather than ſuffer themſelves 
or their children to be deprived of ſo inva- 
luable a Bleſſing. 

After this I ſaw another and larger af- 


join the firſt. Theſe paid the ſame adora- 
tions to the Covenart, took the ſame oath, 
they ſung the ſame Hymn, and added a 


Let the words of the Roll be for ever it 
our eyes, and graden on cur hearts; and 
accurſed 


SS + 


— 
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arcurſed be he who layeth hands on the 


ſame; accurſed be He who ſhall remove 


this writing from the people, or who ſhall 
hide the law thereof from the King. Let 
that man be cut off from the earth; let 
his Reches be ſcatter'd as the Duſt; let 
his wife be the wife of the people ; let not 
his firſt-born be rankd among the nobles 
let his palaces be deſtroyd; let his gardens 
be as a deſart, having no water ; let his 
horſes and his horſemen be overthrown ; 
and let his dogs devour their carcaſſes ! 
In the midſt of theſe execrations enter'd 
a man, dreſs'd in a plain habit, with 
2 purſe of gold in his hand. He threw 
himſelf forward into the room, in a 
bluff ruffianly manner. A Smile, or ra- 
ther a Snear, {at on his countenance. His 
Face was brouz'd over with a glare of 
Confidence. An arch malignity leer'd in 
his eye. Nothing was ſo extraordinary 
as the effect of this perſon's appearance. 
They no ſooner ſaw him, but they all 
turn'd their faces from the Canopy, and 
tell proſtrate betore him, He trod over 
their backs, without any ceremony, and 
marclyd directly up to the Throne. He 
open'd his Purſe of Gold, which he took 
out in Handfuls, and ſcattered amongſt 
the Aſſembly. While the greater Part 
were engaged in ſcrambling ior theſe Pieces, 
He ſeiz d, to my inexpreſſible ſurpriſe, 

8 2 with- 
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without the leaſt Fear, upon the ſacred 
Parc hment it ſelf. He rumpled it rudely 
up, and cramm'd it into his pocket. Some 
of the people began to murmur. He threw 
more Gold, and they were pacified. No 
ſooner was the Parchment taken away, but 
in an inſtant I ſaw half the auguſt Aſſem- 
bly in Chains; nothing was heard thro 
the whole Divan, but the noiſe of Fetters, 
and clank of Irons. I ſaw Pontiffs in their 
eccleſiaſtical habirs, and Senators, clad in 
ermine, linked together like the moſt ig- 
nominious flaves. Terror and amazement 
were impreſſed on every countenance, 
except that of ſome few, to whom the 
Man continued diſperſing his gold. This 
He did, till his purſe became empty; then 
He dropt it; but then too, in the very 
{lame moment, He himſelf dropt with itto 
the ground; that and the date of his pow- 
er at once expired; He ſunk, and ſunk for 
ever. The radiant volume again aroſe, a- 
gain ſhone out, and rea{ſumed its place 
above the throne; the throne, which had 
been darkened all this time, was now fil- 
led with the effulgence of the glory, which 
darted from it. Every chain dropped off 
in an inſtant ; every face regained its for- 
mer chearfulneſs; Heaven and Earth re- 
ſounded with Lzberty! Liberty! and the 
HEART OF THE KING WAS 
GLAD WITHIN HIM. Th 
e 
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Specioſa verbis, Re inania aut ſubdola; 
quantoque majore Libertatis imagine te- 
gebantur, tanto eruptura ad infenſius 
Servitium. Tac. 


2 _ * n ä _— 


MONDAY, January 30. 


e is wonderful to obſerve 
the Viciſitude and Revolu- 
tions of all things: if we 
look into Nature, the moſt 
minute particles of matter 
are in a perpetual flux, and 
always paſſing out of one form into another. 
This is beautifully repreſented by the anti- 
ents under the allegory of * Proteus, who 
could turn himſelf, according to the fable, 
into all manner of Forms and Shapes, in 
order to avoid the importunity of thoſe 
who ſought his advice; by which are ſig- 
nified to us the various mutations of 
matter, and the folly of thoſe who pry 
too nicely into the Secrets of Nature. 


— — — = LOC 


. 


»Vide Sir FRAxcis Bacon's Wiſdom of the An- 
nents. 
States, 
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States, Kingdoms, and Empires, are ſub- 
ject to the ſame Vici ſſitudes, and, like the 
great maſs of all things, undergo various 
Revolutions in their Laws, Manners, Po- 
licy, and Religion: Thoſe which, in the 
preceding ages, were free States, are now 
ſunk into the dregs of Slavery); and others, 
who formerly lived in Bondage, have 
ſince ſhaken off their Servitude, and enjoy 
at preſent the bleſſings of Liberty: ſeveral 
nations, which were of old the moſt fa- 
mous for Learning and Politexeſs, are now 
degenerated into Barbariſm and Ignorance; 
whilſt others again, where nothing for- 
merly prevailed but Savageneſs and Bruta- 
lity, are, in our days, become the moſt ci- 
vilized, and the greateſt nurſeries of Let- 
ters; ſo that we may fay of Kingdoms, as 
the Scripture ſpeaks of mankind, that they 
flee as it were a ſhadow, and never continue 
iꝝ one ſtay. 

The ſame Inconſtancy is likewiſe to be 
obſerved in the opinions of mankind, and 
the practices of difterent Parties, who 
will be found, upon ſtrict Examination, 
to ſhift ſides, and mutually interchange 
their meaſures, together with their Prin- 
ciples, in certain Courſes and Revolutions 
of years, 

Nothing is more evident from the whole 
tenour of the new Teſtament, from the 
Writings of the primitive Fathers, _ 
| | un the 
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the conſent of heathen antiquity, than 
that the Chriſtian faith was firſt promulga- 
ted as a Goſpel of peace, and ordained, by 
its divine Founder, to be propagated only 
by perſuaſion and gentle methods, in the 
ſame manner that he had inſtituted it, and 
roceeded to propagate it, whilſt on earth; 
bi it is equally certain, that the Chriſtian 
Religion was no ſooner eſtabliſhed by theſe 
gentle meaſures, and had brought the Tem- 
oral powers into its intereſt, than her cor- 
rupted followers, elated with ſucceſs, began 
to deviate from the example and precepts 
of their * maſter, by turning the en- 
gines of this world againſt thoſe, Who did 
not immediately own the light of the Goſ- 
pel, and ſetting up the Sword of the fleſh, 
in oppoſition to the Sword of the Spirit, 
which our bleſſed Lord had appointed to 
be the only weapon made uſe of in the 

cauſe of his Religion. | 
On the other hand, the Impoſture of 
Mahomet, which was firſt founded in 
blood, and propagated by the weapons of 
this world, ſeems to be grown a pacifick 
Religion, and to ſupport itſelf by the ſame 
methods, by which Chriſtianity was firſt 
eſtabliſhed, We ſeldom hear of any perſe- 
cutions ſet on foot in thoſe countries on a 
religious account; nor do we find in their 
hiſtories any great maſſacres, cruſadoes, and 
conſecrated butcheries committed there, for 
the 
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the propagation of their faith, ſince the 
firſt eſtabliſhment of it by thoſe meaſures; 
but, on the contrary, they ſeem to allow 
of great liberties in matters of Religion, 
to grant a free Toleration to all 5a: 
of Chriſtians, for the exerciſe of their faith, 
upon no very hard and unreaſonable 
terms. ? ; | 
In this reſpect, therefore, the Chriftians 
and Mahometans ſeem to have changed 
fides; and however they may continue the 
fame in points of Faith, (which perhaps 
alſo might be diſputed) ey certainly run 
counter to their reſpective leaders, and mu- 
tually depart from the examples, which 
they left them, for the propagation of 
their different faiths. I need not obſerve 
on which fide the advantage lies, nor put 
the reader in mind who have changed for 
the better ; but ſhall only rake notice, that 
all Chriſtian perſecutions, as well as every 
ſpecies and degree of them, on account of 
Religion, are heighten'd with this aggra- 
vation, that they are directly oppoſite to 
the plaineſt Directions, as well as the ex- 
ample of our bleſſed Lord; whereas the 
deviation of Mahometans, from force and 
ſeverity to lenity and moderation, ſeems 
to be unattended with any politive 1njun- 
tion of their Leader to the contrary. 
The ſame Viciſſitudes may be alfo traced 
in civil affairs, and the conduct of political 
_ | tations, 
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factions, whoſe principles and opinions 
will be found to revolve in certain periods, 
and, by imperceptible degrees, fix in op- 
poſite Extremes. The minds of the moſt 
rigid Partiſans and State-Bigots are ſubject 
to the ſame revolutions with other men, 
and fluctuate from one opinion to another, 
in the ſame manner that matter appears 
under different ſhapes, and paſſes through 
a variety of the moſt oppoſite forms. This 
is a notorious and undeniable truth, of 
which every man will ſoon be convinced, 
who looks narrowly into the hiſtories of all 
countries, and takes a ſtrict ſurvey of the 
ſeveral Parties which have prevailed in 
them, of their profeſſions, conduct, and 
the meaſures, on which they have pro- 
ceeded for ſeveral years together, under 
different circumſtances, and in difterent 
lituations, according as they have prevail- 
ed, or been overpwered by oppoſite facti- 
ons. 

Of all nations in the world the Exgliſb is 
moſt remarkable for its fickleneſs and in- 
clination to change; we are always in a 
flux of opinions, and never continue fixed 
in any long together; which is the reaſon 
that we have undergone ſo many ſhocks, 
con vulſions, and viciſſitudes in our conſti- 
tution, perhaps more than any other peo- 
ple whatſoever: whether this proceeds 
trom that Liberty which we enjoy beyond 

T other 
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other nations, or from the natural Infeabz- 
lity of our climate, (as ſome have imagined) 
ſeems to me a needleſs enquiry ; but it may 
not be improper to give a remarkable in- 
ſtance or two of what I have been ſpeaking. 
To go no farther back than the reign of 
King Charles I. the two great factions 
which at that time divided the Kingdom, 
were the Puritans and the Church-party ; 
the former of whom diſtinguiſhed them- 
elves by their laudable Zeal againſt the 
exorbitant meaſures of the Court, the in- 
croachments of the Prerogatzve, and mani- 
fold invaſions of the liberties of the ſubject 
both in Church and State; of all which 
gricvances they demanded a redreſs, and 
deſired that matters might be ſettled on a 
better foot for the future. On the other 
hand, the CHurcſf-party or Royaliſts went 
ſervilely into the projects of the Court, and 
undertœok to maintain the grandeur of the 
Prerogative againſt what they called the 
Republican ſchemes and demands of the 
Puritans. But as ſoon as an end was put 
to theſe unhappy conteſts by the prevailing 
ſtrength of one party, and the tragical 
death of that unfortunate Prince, things 
immediately took another turn; the vi- 
Qtorious Puritans began to opprels in the 
{ame manner with thoſe whom they had 
ſubdued ; and the humbled Royaliſes, in 
imitation of their old antagoniſts, grew 
very 
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very clamorous advocates for the rights 
and immunities of the people. 

At the Reſtoration, the tables were 
turned again: the Royali/ts, under the new 
denomination of Cavaliers, or the Court- 
Party, and afterwards of Tories, reſumed 
their old ſpirit of exalting the Prerogative, 
when they were again exalted in power; 
and the Pzritans, now called the Country- 
Party or Round. Heads, and ſometime at- 
terwards Mhige, became once more the po- 
pular advocates and ſticklers for liberty. 

Since that time, thoſe two great bodies 
have ſeveral times chopp'd about, and re- 
ciprocally changed ſides, juſt as their lea- 
ders have happened to be ix or out of Power. 

I believe, it would be no hard matter 
to prove, both from hiſtory and reaſon, that 

reat numbers of men, who now flouriſh 
in wealth and favour, under the gracious 
denomination of ſtanch Whigs, would for 
the ſame actions, have been eſteemed ar- 
rant Tories about forty years ago; and that 
others are branded with the odious appel- 
lation of Tories under this Government, 
tor the ſame Practices, by which the Whig 
Party made themſelves popular in former 
Reigns. | 

I defign, in ſome future paper, to pre- 
ſent the reader with a ſyſtem of antient 
Whiggiſm, as it ſtood in the Reign of King 
Charles II. in oppoſition to the ſyſtem and 
meaſures of the Tories; from whence our 

$4 modern 
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modern Whigs may judge of their own 
likeneſs to the Whigs of thoſe times, and 
determine how far they may think it pro- 
per to recognize the principles and practi- 
ces of their predeceſſors, 

In the mean time, the reader will draw this 
inference from what Thavealready obſerved; 
that 1t is time to caſt off the deluſions of 
Party, and be no longer fatisfied with 
Names inſtead of TrixGs; let us act like 
wile Men, and remember that Liberty is 
the ſame divine bleſſing, whether it be 
diſpenſed to us under a Whig or a Tory ad- 
miniſtration ; and that Arbitrary Potwer, or 
any degree of it, cannot alter its Nature, 
but 1s equally pernicious, and equally de- 
ſtructive of the Britiſþ conſtitution, by 
whatſoever hands, or under whatſoever 
Mapes, it ſhall be impoſed on us; the ef- 
fects will be equally felt, though the means 
may be more arttully concealed : and it 
tarther deſerves our conſideration, that al- 
though this evil is equally miſchievous, as 
to its real effects, by whomſoever it is ob- 
truded on us, yet it receives ſome aggra- 


vation, and becomes ARIEL more 


grievous, when it is introduced under the 
Diſguiſe, and by the pretended Champi- 
ons of Liberty; becauſe in that caſe, the 
invaſion of our rights is attended with the 
groſſeſt affront on our wnderſtandings, 
and we are treated at the ſame time 
like children as well as /laves. 1 
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Novo SeLENDORE reſurgit. 


TUESDAY, February 7. 
IT has been often obſerved, and 


8 particularly in a late famous Ex- 
El Quixy, that Satire is eaſier than 
Praiſe, which can have no other 
meaning, than that Thoſe men, on whom 
Praiſe is commonly beſtowed, are, for the 
molt part, ſo corrupt, and guilty of ſo ma- 
ny vile and unworthy actions, that it re- 
quires a very nice and maſterly addreſs to 
form a Panegyrick in ſuch a manner, that 
the generality of Readers ſhall not under- 
ſand the Author in an ironical ſenſe, and 
take his unjuſt Compliments for Banter, 
Grimace, and Ridicule. When therefore 
it is ſaid, that Satire is eaſier than Praiſe, 
we can only inter, that the pravity of hu- 
man nature affords us more topicks for 
one than the other; and when we are told, 
that it is very difficult to beſtow Praiſe, it 
muſt be underſtood of thoſe Parner yri/ts, 
whoſe buſineſs it is to varniſh over vice, 
and laviſh their encomiums on unworth 
objects; for Plzxy very juſtly ablerves, in 
his excellent Paxegyrick on that good 
Prince 
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Prince whom he celebrates, that it is ay 
eaſy taskto return thanks'to one, who de. 
ſer ves them; ſince as every Man is witne(; 
of his virtues, ſo no body can ſuſpe# that 
the Author is not in earneſt, Merenti 
Gratias agere facile eſt, Patres conſcritti. 
Non enim periculum eſt, ne, cum loquar de 
Humanitate, exprobrari ſibi ſuperbi am cre. 
dat: quum de frugalitate, Luxuriam : quum 
de Clementia, crudelitatem: quum de Li. 
beralitate, Avaritiam: quum de Benigni. 
tate, Livorem : quum de Continentia, 7A 
dinem: quum de Labare, inertiam : quum 
de Fortitudine, Timorem. 

This gives me an opportunity of dif. 
courſing upon Irony, Innuendoes, and dow 
Ile meanings; which, I hope, cannot be 
thought unſeaſonable at this time, when 
ſome Perſons, puſh'd on by a mercenary, 
officious zeal, without Kpowledge or Judg- 
ment, have endeavoured to explain my 
Writings, by theſe myſterious methods, 
into a Libel upon the Miniſtry, and are 
calling upon the ſæcular Arm to juſtify 
their abſurdities, and, by falſe informati- 
ons, have drawn an ianocent Gentleman in- 
to my quarrel. | 

I am confident that every man will ac- 
quit me of ſuch a deſign, who knows 
what Irony means, and that it is a Figure 
in Rhetorick, by which we may ridicule: 
any perſon, by praiſing him for 7 
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of which he is known to be deſtitute, or 
tr the contraries of which he is re- 
markable. Thus when a common Strum- 
pet is extoll'd for her Chaſtity, a Debau- 
chee for his Temperance, or a corrupt Mi- 
niſter of State for his diſintereſted Love of 
his Country, the you holds good, and e- 
very body underſtands the Author's mean- 
ing as well, as if it had been expreſs'd in 
the plaineſt terms. But where would be 
the Irony, or the Satire, in calling Lucretia 
chaſt, Cæſar valiant, or Cato juſt? would 
not the world believe ſuch a man ix earneſt, 
or laugh at his Folly or Impotence? ——It 
could not therefore be my deſign, in any 
of the preceding Papers, to aſperſe the pre- 
ſent Adminiſtration, in an ironical manner, 
without being guilty of ſo great a weak- 
neſs as to imagine, that I could impoſe 
characters upon the world, of which 
Thoſe Gentlemen are a living and exempla- 
ry confutation. | 

I am ſure my Writings do not give 
the leaſt handle for ſuch an imputati- 
on; I am ready to enter the Liſts with 
any. of my enemies upon this occaſion ; 
nay, I will pEry the worſt of them to 
ſtand forth, and produce one paſſage, 
where the name of any man in power 
is mentioned with the leaſt ſhew of diſ- 
relpect. But if they will charge me 
with double meanings and deſigns, which 
my 
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my ſoul abhors if. they will apply anon). 
mous, ill characters to their Patron, 
and, when any general ſtrokes of ſatire 
occur, will cry, This is all aim'd at 
* N NX NX Or X XXX Or XXX XX 


1 hope I ſhall not be anſwerable (at 


leaſt in the opinion of thoſe honourable 
Gentlemen) for the malice or ignorance 
of ſuch interpreters. 


Ka” 1988 it will be granted, that there 


have been, and, perhaps, that there till 
are ſome wicked, ignorant and corrupt 
Men, who have met with undeſerved 
Preferment in Great-'Britain, as well as 
in other Countries; which however ought 


to be no reproach upon any. Government ; 


becauſe it is what the beſt management, 
care and circumſpection cannot always pre- 
vent. The Land of Liberty, the Seat of 
Learning, the Nurſery of Heroes, tlie Fa- 
vourite of Heaven, even this now betty 
and exvied Nation (as the Author of the 
Enquiry very juſtly calls it) is not exempt 
from worthleſs and miſchievous Members, 


- whoſe principles or ractires, if not de- 


feated, tend to its Deſtruction. Againſt 
Theſe I have drawn my pen, and againſt 
Theſe only. What is there in all this to fix 
upon me the ſevere imputation of re- 
flecting upon Great, powerful and virtu- 


ous Men? — many bitter things have 


I uttered, from the unfeigned indignati- 
f ö | On 
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on of my heart, againſt ambitious cor- 
rupt Stateſmen, pes Officers, and 
treacherous Guardians of popular Liber- 
ty; againſt wnjuſt Stewwards, Embezzlers, 
or Szuanderers of publick Money; a- 
gainſt Stockjobbers, Plunderers and EN- 
GROSSERS ; againſt Men, who have 0 
much Cunning in Office, and Men who 
have Zoo little; againit State Harpies 
and political Blunderers. Can any bo- 
dy, without the moſt apparent folly or 
impudence, call this a Libel upon the 
Miniſtry, who are all jaſt Stewards, gra- 
ciow Magiſtrates, uncorrupt Adminiſtrators 
of publick money, endued with a pro- 
per mixture of the Wiſdom of the Ser- 
pert, and the Innocence of the Dove, and, 
in every part of their characters, quite 
the contrary to what I have endeav oured 
to expoſe? 

Let thoſe therefore, who truly deſerve 
it, bear their diſpleaſure; Thoſe, who, 
by explaintog innocent meanings into 
ſcandal, and by drawing imaginary pa- 
rallels, have proſtituted their great names 
in the moutlis of Libertines and Buffoons. 

The Reader will obſerve, from what 
I have already faid, that my preſent de- 
ſign is to wipe oft a falſe accuſation, 
which might do my character a great 
deal of prejudice, and not to bedaub 
them with nauſeous panegyrick, which 
cannot poſſibly do their Reputation any Good. 

U Thus 
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Thus much I thought neceſſary to 
ſpeak on the preſent occaſion; though 1 
am ſenſible that ſome perſons would 
have choſen to have been ſilent; but 1 
had rather, at any time, do a. juf 


thing, than a fefular or frofitalle one; 


and. when I lie under the leaſt imputs- 
tion of having injured any worthy 
Gentlemen in their reputation, eſpeci- 
ally my ſuperiors, I think my ſelf o- 
bliged, in duty both to them and my 
ſelt, to remove all I of ſuch a 
ſuſpicion, and ſtop the influence it may 
have upon weak minds. 

I flatter my felt that I have ſuffici- 
ently done this, and that, tor the fu— 
ture, no Great Man will be prevailed 
on to entertain an ill opinion of me, 
by the falſe repreſentatton of any 
miſchief. making perſons, who (I am well 
conviaced) will ipare no pains to create 
a miſunderſtanding between us. 

All that I can add more upon this head 
is, that as I always had an eſteem for men 
in Authority, ſuitable to their merit, fol 
will let ſlip no opportunities of diſplaying 
it to the world by the moſt publick 
and open marks of Reſpect and Veneration. 


Prima dicte mihi, ſumma dicende Camd ni. 


Having cleared my way thus far, me- 
thinks I find my ſelt wonderfully eaſy in 
my conſcienc:, ard in a diſpoſition to 

| proceed 
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proceed with great chearfulneſs and ala- 
crity in the proſecution of this undertaking. 
I deſign, in a ſhort time, to conſider 
the caſe of Irony and Innuerdoes in a judi- 
cial light 3 and how far a forced, diſtant, 
or izverted conſtruction of any ſentence is 


conſiſtent with common Egqazty and the 


Libertzes of this Nation, when a plain, na- 
tural and obvious meaning is ready at 


hand. 75 


In the mean time, the Publick will give 


me leave to aſſure them, that, as long as 
the Liberty of the Prefs flouriſhes in any 
degree, of which we have no reaſon to 
doubt under this moſt excellent Admini- 
{tration ; as long as the Habeas Corpus Act 
remains unrepealed or unſuſpended, the for- 
mer of which, I hope, will neyer come to 
paſs, and I can ſee no occalion, at preſent, 
tor the latter; as long as there is one Pria- 
ter, Bookſcller or Publiſher in London or 
Weſtminſter who ſhall not be intimidated 
to proceed in this undertaking, I am re- 
ſolved not to deſiſt, till I have compleated 


my delign; and if, through any want of 


Skill in language, and unhappineſs in ſtyle, 
or by the Querks, Subtleties, and nice Di- 
ſtinctions of Stare-Lawyers, I ſhould be 
underſtood in any ſenſe contrary to my 
own meaning, as well as to the Laws, I 
ſhall readily ſubmit to any hardſhips, 
which I may ſuffer on that account, and 
cloſe this dark eyening of a long and la- 
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borious life, but ill-requited for all my 
paſt· endeavoured ſervices, by giving ub 
my ſelf as a ſacrifice to the reſentment; 
of Power, Pride and Ambition, and con- 
tenting my ſelf with this reflection, that 
I have. always purſued what I thought the 
true Intereſt of his Sacred Majeſty King 
GEoRGE, his IIluſtrious Royal Family, 
and the Welfare of GREAT BriTain, 


ADVERTISEMENT 
In à ſhort time will be publiſh'd, 


Anew MtTaoD of ConTRrovessr; 
Or, an eaſy way of SyorTNING De- 
bates, by allowing only one Side to pub- 
liſh their Thoughts. Printed for T. V. 
in Pater-roſter-Row, by whom will be 
likewiſe publiſh'd at the ſame time, 


The Monitor extraordinary, con- 
taining ſome FARTHER reaſons for abo- 
liſhing the Liberty of the Preſs; in which 
the arguments of all the Waris Writers, 
antient and modern, on this Subject, will 
be entirely confuted. 


F 


CRAFTSMAN. 


P Te Propefiti N — * ange cadem f 
mens, 

Ur bona ſumma putes aliend vivere quadrd , 

H pores illa pati, que nec Sarmentus iniquas 

Cæſaris ad menſas, nec vilis Gabba' tuliſſet, 

Na jurato metuam Tibi credere Teſti. Ju v. 
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= Othing can adminiſter more 
relief from the pain, which 
„ choſe of a generous mind 
— BY = feel, upon ſeeing worthleſs 
— tools advanc'd and prefer d 
— to men of real merit, than 
hh ſordid dependance and, vile ſubſervi- 
ency, to which they are obliged to ſub- 
mit. When a Wretch, without merit or 
parts, finds favour in the eyes of a great 
man, and is taken into his ſervice, he 
X muſt 
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muſt become an abſolute creature to his 
Will, and ſtick at nothing to carry on his 
deſigns; for it was on this account only, 
that he was promoted above men of vir. 
tue and underſtanding. He muſt aſſert 
falſhoods, maintain abſurdities, and re- 
concile contradictions; he muſt be a 
pimp, a paraſite and a buffoon, as occa- 
{ion requires; he muſt jump over ſticks, 
and lick up the ſpittle of his maſter ; he 
mult lie, {wear, ſuborn and betray ; he 
muſt have no opinions nor conſcience of 
his own ; his paſſions and appetites muſt 
be always under command ; and his heart 
and his tongue move only by direction. 
In ſhort, he muſt be as mechanical as a 
Clock or a Puppet, acquiring that by 
Habit which is Neceſſity in them: but, 
above all, he muſt be conſtantly ready at 
a dirty job, and take it as a particular 
honour to be concern'd in actions, which 


deſerve the gallows. Nay, he will ſome- 


times find himſelf oblig'd to mortify a 
corrupt heart, and thwart a miſchievous 
diſpoſition, by being employ'd in the 
cauſe of truth, virtue, honeſty and juſ- 
tice, whenever they happen to ſtrike in 
with the views and intereſt of his noble 
eee 7 OY 


bad cauſe to palliate, or ſome neceſlary 
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fal ſhood to defend; to ſee how the poor 
creatures are fore d to ſhuffle, evade and 
prævaricate; how they will bob, turn 
and double like an hunted hare, till they 
are driven to the laſt wretched ſhift of 
appealing to Authority, and making it 
Treaſon o diſpute or expoſe their abſurdi- 
ties; tho' at the ſame time (which makes 
it {till more diverting) they generally aſ- 
ſure us, that, as for themſelves, they are 
perfectly unprejudic d, and ſpeak without 
any attachment to Parties or Perſons. 
you ask their opinion of any public 
Tran action, or of a new Book , which 
has any thing of a political nature in- 
terſpers'd in it, they will either totally 
decline any anſwer, till they have a 
proper Cue given them, or hæſitate, ſhrug 
up their ſhoulders and demur; if you 
preſs them farther, they will look round 
them very circumſpectly on every ſide, 
to ſee that no ſuſpicious perſon is near, 
who may happen to catch an unwary 
word out of their mouth, and carry it to 
their maſters; if they find that the coaſt 
is clear, perhaps they will vouchſafe to 
iavour you with a tedious, long-winded 
period, in the form of an anſwer, dropt 
out by piece-meal, word after word, in 
the moſt cautious and deliberate manner, 
keeping up your attention with broken 
ſentences, ſuppoſitions, and dark intima- 
| a X 2 tions, 
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tions, fill'd up with wiſe nods, winks, and 
political grimaces, for half an hour to- 
gether, and at lengthy leaving you to 
conclude, either that they underſtand 
nothing of the Matter, or elſe dare not 
truſt you with their ea Opinion. 

I ſtep'd, one day laſt week, into a 
Coffee-houſe near Covent-Garden, where 


I found a knot of theſe abject creature: 


in diſpute with another ſet of men; who 
ſeem'd to be more diſintereſted. Their 
diſcourſe turn'd on a certain worthy Gen- 
tleman, who had very much encumber'd 
his eſtate by ſeveral vexatious Law-ſwits, 
and the bad management of his principal 
Servants. 

Both Parties profeſſed an equal reſ- 
pect for him; but one of thoſe, who 
ſeem'd to be moſt heartily and truly his 
friends, began to bewail his circumſtan- 
ces, and hoped that the experience of his 
paſt Conduct would induce him to re- 
trench his expences, to live more neigh- 
bourly, and endeavour by frugality to re- 
cover his affairs. To which one of 
the creatures reply'd with ſome vehe- 
mence, that he was of a different * 

is 


nion, and thought the beſt way for 


Friend to get out of debt, was to borrow 
more money, live juſt in the /ame man- 
ner, keep the /ame Servants, and go 10 

man who gave him the 
. + 41 | leafs 
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leaſt pro voc at ion. The company 

n to ſtare at this; upon which, 
ſaid he, I know, Gentlemen, that this 
aſſertion may ſeem ſome what odd to 
thoſe perſons, who are not thorough- 
ly acquainted with theſe ſubjects, and 
have not accuſtomed themſelves to this 
manner of reaſoning; but I will under- 
take to demonſtrate the juſtneſs of it to 
the meaneſt capacity ; whereupon he call d 
for a pen and ink, and ſcrawl'd over a 
ſheet of paper, with Fgures, ſthemes, 
and calculations, by which means he puz- 
led the underſtandings of the company 
in ſo maſterly a manner, that his Oppo- 
nents were — to give up the point, 
and drop the diſpute. 

This made him proceed with more 
freedom and alacrity, by aſſuring us that 
it was undeniably a great advantage to 
any Gentleman to be in debt, and mort- 
gage his eſtate, becauſe, faid he, it keeps 
thoſe perſons, who lend the money, in a 
conſtant dependance on him, who borrows 
it, and ſtrengthens the title to his eſtate, 
by lodging his ſecurities in other hands. 

- The fame Gentleman was pleas'd to 
obſerve, that the practice of SToCx10B- 
BING, as it ſeems to be eſtabliſhed in this 
Kingdom, was one of the greateſt bleſ- 
— which a' Nation can enjoy, as it 

es money circulate, by confining it 
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to a few hands, encourages Trade, pro- 
motes 1nduſtry, and is of great advantage 
to the wootten, Mannfatture. 
_ He told us farther, that the beſt form 
of Government in the world is that, 
where the moſt ab/olute and unlimited 
confidence is repos'd, not in the Prince 
himſelf (which has been a common error 
in Politics but in his Miniſters; and 
he did not ſcruple to aſſert, that England 
* proſper'd moſt, and made the grea- 
teſt figure under thoſe Reigns, in which 
the PRIME-MINIST ERS have been known 
to 1 over their SOVEREIGNS. | 
I was quite thunder-{track with ſuch 
extraordinary Maxims, and went away 
full of admiration of our northern Ma- 
CHIAVEL,. ' | | 

Now I am upon this ſubject, I muſt not 
forget to take notice with what great dex- 
terity theſe Gentlemen can invert their opi- 
nions, and.chop about with every breath 
of State- Wind; for it is one of the main 
branches of their duty, not only to /ay 
any thing to ſerve a turn; but likewiſe, 
if it be found expedient, to unſay it a- 
gain, and maintain the other ſide of the 
queſtion with equal Confidence and Vi- 
gour; a part which I have often had 


the pleaſure. to ſee them act, with the 


utmoſt facility, and without any marks 
of ſhame or remorſe. 
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I need not go far back for inſtances 
of this. Almoſt every body can remem- 
ber the time, when an ALLIANCE be- 
tween Britain and France was repreſent- 
ed by certain Gentlemen as the moſt un- 
natural conjunction in the world; it can- 
not be forgot, what pains were taken 
to demonſtrate this from the very cli- 
mate and ſituation of the Country; from 
the genius, manners, trade and manufac- 
tures of the people; but, above all, from 
that old, innate, hereditary Eumity, which 
they have been found to bear to this 
Nation. Nay, they went ſo far as to 
brand them by wholeſale as a profligate 
Race of men, who were incapable of 
Friendſhip and Fidelity to any of their 
Neighbours ; the bona fide of France 
was become as proverbial as the Punick 
Faith of old, and was eſteem'd a ſort of 
paradox in Politicks ; infomuch that it 
was judg'd unſafe to put any confidence 
in their moſt ſolemn aſſurances. I could 
not, at that time, approve of ſuch gene- 
ral reproaches on a brave and great 
Kingdom, which I looked on as too vi- 
olent and partial; and I bleſs God for 
ſparing my life ſo long, as to ſee theſe 
zealous Patriots convinc'd of their miſ- 
take, and fully ſatisfy'd that the French 
Nation is capable of being a true and 

Faithful Ally to Great Britain. f 
ut 
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But we may ſtill bring this affair much 
nearer to the pun times What was 
more talk d of about a year ago, than 
the formidable ſtrength of the King of 
Pruſſia * Were we not told by ſome 
perſons, that he had ſuch a numerous 
and powerful Army on foot, ſo well of. 
ficer'd and diſciplin'd, that he was al- 
moſt Jongly able to meet. the Emperor in 
the field? what his Majeſty of Pruſſia 
has done ſince to forfeit the good opi- 
nion of theſe Gentlemen I know not; 
but it is plain that their language is 
ſtrangly alter'd of late; indeed they till 
own that he has a large Army,; but then 
it is chiefly compos'd of forced Men, is 
ſo ill. paid, and there is ſuch danger of 
their Revolting, that his aſſiſtance is 
now ſcarce worth our acceptance. 

On the other hand, Gibraltar ſeem'd 
to loſe ground, at the fame time that 
his Pruſſian Majeſty flouriſh'd in their 
eſteem; for it is well known who were 
induſtrious about a- year ago, in repre- 
ſenting that Fortreſs, eſpecially in the 
City, of much /e/s importance than it 
was generally eſteem*d : but now things 
are quite alter'd; the King of Profis 
is grown inconſiderable, and Gibraltar 
is thought of the atmoſt conſequence to 


Great Britain. 
The 
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The fame. almoſt may be ſaid of the 
Oftend Trade, which has been alternate- 
ly repreſented as à matter of very greai 
and of 20 Importance, at different times, 
for ſome years paſt. It is certain, that, 
at one time, ve thouſand pounds was 
eſteemed too high a purchaſe of it. But 
I thiak the abolition of it is now gene- 
rally allow'd to be of very great impor- 
tance to the Eaſl- Iudia Company, 

Before I conclyde, it js proper to ob- 
ſerve, that theſe *me-/ervig wretches 
form all their notions of mankind, ac- 
cording as they are i or out of favour 
with their Patrons : for this reaſon it is 
no uncommon thing to hear a man ex- 
toll'd in their diſcourſes as an Angel one 
day, and degraded into a Damon the 
next; not only his Probity but his abili- 
ties alſo, which were before univerſally 
acknowledg'd, ſhall immediately leſſen in 
their eyes, and ſhrink up like a Goura, 
as ſoon as the influence of the Court-ſyn 
is withdrawn from them. Experience 
every day gives us ſufficient proof of 
this, which is ſo true, that I remember, 
about ix years ago, I happen'd to be in a 
publick Coffee-houſe, where I heard one 
of the greateſt Ox AT OoRõ of the age, who 
was at that time under a little cloud, 
repreſented, with the general approbati- 


on of the company, as a mere BASLER. 
It 
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It is farther obſervable, that when any 
perſon, from a true zeal for his Kin 
and Country, thinks himſelf oblig'd to 
oppoſe the wicked views of great men, 
theſe abandon'd Proftitutes are always 
ready with the cry of d:/affeftton, ill de. 
ſigns, change of principles, diſappoint- 
ment and revenge, which they would 
have regarded as a full anſwer to the 
ſtrongeſt Reaſons and Repreſentations ; 
for judging of others by their own for- 
did views, they think it impoſſible for 
any man to be actuated by any other 
principles than /elf-rntereſt, ambition or 
reſentment. | | 
By theſe means they hope to diſcoun- 
tenance truth, and bring publick-ſprrit- 
edneſs and Patriotiſm into contempt. 
But ſuch kind of reproaches come ve- 
ry awkardly out of their mouths at pre- 
ſent, ſince they were ſo lately confuted 
by the practice and example of Ont, 
whoſe authority with them at leaft is 
undiſputed, who, within the memory 
of almoſt ping. child, did himſelf take 
the liberty to diſſent from his Superiors, 
in the moſt publick, violent, and (I might 
ſay) outragious manner ; and, ſpeaking, 
at that time, like a Country Gentleman, 
he exclaim'd very loudly againſt ſuch 
Reflections as unjuſt, * 
an 
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and tending only to eſtabliſh an ab/olute 
Dependance on the Cour. | 8 

What I have faid on this head, can 
only relate to bad Miniſters and unwor- 
thy Dependants ; for a great Man, who 
has nothing but the good of his Coun- 
try at heart, has no occaſion for ſuch. 
Toots, and would ſcorn to make uſe of 
them : from whence it is natural to in- 
fer, that we may, at any time, in a great 
meaſure, judge of the deſigns of States. 
nen from the Favourites they chuſe, and 
the inſtruments they employ. | 


Y. 2 The 


— — — 
—— — —— — 
— 
. 


* R — 8 — _— = 
E * _ *--» a — 
p = of C = [3 — — C \ — q — woe 7 — — « 
= 4 IE TE ET ERES * _ wy _ 
1 ——— r me = * — — — LES > — * 0 
= ww —- 


LE 
J * 


—— 
- 


= — . _— 
— —— — 


. 
yoo Mit. 
— 


188 F The CRATTSMAN. Ne XX. 


The CRAFTSMAN. No XX. 


© „ cw — 


— , 


ä 


 Ploravere ſuis non reſpondere Favorem 
Speratum meritis. Hon. 
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Monxp ar, February 1 3. 


Is it is very melancholly to 
fl conſider the great decay of 
Learning, which is, at pre- 
ent, univerſally complain'd 
EH SEN of; ſo nothing can be more 
— provoking than to hear 


Tyr 
LLALD 


the ſorry excuſe, which is made for it, 


by imputing 1t to want of Encourage- 
ment, a pretence ſo falſe and idle, that 


it can proceed from nothing elſe but the 


unwillingneſs of all men to acknowledge 
their own deficiencies, which makes them 
apologize, in this ridiculous manner, for 
the preſent dearth of Mit and Learn- 


ing by the pretended want of Patronage 


and Favour. 
They endeavour to impoſe this aſſer- 
tion upon us for truth, by telling us that 
olite Literature is a tender ſort of plant, 
which ſhoots and flouriſhes, 9 f 
feels 
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feels the warm, enlivening beams of the 
| sun; but pines, languiſhes and dies, 
| When it is left in the ſhade. a 
Now, though this ſhould be admitted 
to be true, as much as it contradicts an 
old maxim, that Wits are always born 
f %, yet the inference which they draw 
from it, in defence of our modern Da. 
neſs and Stupidity, is ſo notoriouſly falſe 
and unjuſt, that nothing but the great 
regard which I have for ſome men in 
Power could induce me to confute it in 
0 this publick manner. 
| Indeed, for my part, I am fully againſt 
| the o Proverb, and firmly believe, that 


| the ſmiles and favour of a Court tend as 
c naturally to promote learning, and ex- 
I cite the induſtry of mankind 1n cultiva- 
: ting their parts, as the influence of the 
ſun does to ripen and improve the fruits 


x of the earth. As ridiculous as this may 
e ſeem to ſome people, yet thoſe who have 


e had as much experience as my ſelf, and 
n have made the ſame obſervations, which 
r [ have done, will find that it generally 
x holds true. For this reaſon, it is my 
e opinion, that nothing can be a greater 


encouragement to uſeful learning of all 
- kinds, than to ſee men of great abilities 
t and liberal underſtandings placed at the 
head of affairs, in all the great employ- 
t ments of the kingdom, who, to _ 
$ | their 
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their own good ſenſe, will fill up the 
inferior offices, which are in their diſpo- 
fal, with perſons of known ability, me- 
Tit and ſervice, and always prefer ſuch a 
man to one, who comes to them with 
no qualifications or pretenſions whatſo- 
ever, unleſs it be a round ſum of Money, 
or the intereſt of ſome near Relation, 
who is perhaps as worthleſs a Tool as 

Wurd things are ſeen to BO on in this 
manner, it ſpreads an air of chearfulneſs 
and ſatisfaction over the face of a King- 
dom, gives lite and vigour to the induſtry 
of its inhabitants, and quickens the ap- 
plication of all thoſe, who have no other 
way to diſtinguiſh themſelves in their 
Country, than by worth, capacity, and 
knowledge. 

And, though even under ſuch a juſt 
and impartial diſtribution of national Fa- 
vours, ſome would be ſtill left ta repine 
under diſappointments and fancy'd ne- 
glect, becauſe no Government is large 
enough to ſatisfy the neceſſities and ex- 
pectations of all; yet it would, in a 
great meaſure, ſilence their murmurings 
and complaints, when they ſaw this me- 
thod obſerv'd, of always having a regard 
to merit, and could not object that Fools 
or -undeſerving Creatures were advanc'd 
above Them. 2 oY 

wo. . Where- 
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Whereas, when the contrary method 
prevails; when no regard is had, in the 
diſpoſition of offices and favours, to the 
fitneſ5 or unfitne ſt of men; when ability 
merit, and former ſervices are of no 
weight in the ſcale; when all uſeful Arts 
and Sciences are held in contempt; when 
the Muſes pine in obſcurity; and Learning 
is look*d on as a diſqualification, rather 
than a valuable endowment; when, in 
ſhort, the favours of great Men are 
heap'd only on themſelves, their own Re- 
lations and immediate Dependants ; when 
all places of Truſt, Honour and Profit 
center in two or three families at moſt; 
when Penſions, Preſents, Grants, Patents 
and Reverſions are either / or en- 
b and every thing runs in the ſame 
oul channel of Corruption and Self-inte- 
reſt; then, I ſay, men of merit and abi- 
lity have juſt reaſon to complain, remon- 
ſtrate and proteſt; and it is ridiculous to 
expect that Arts, Wit or Learning ſhould 
flouriſh, in any degree, - under ſuch a rapa- 
cious, ſelfiſh and uſurious Adminiſtra- 
tion. 

I have formerly ſeen ſomething too 
much like this in England,; but, I bleſs 
God, that melancholy paſt proſpect is 
now vaniſh'd, and we have the particular 
happineſs to live under an Adminiſtration, 
which is not only compos'd of the able/t 

| Heads, 
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Heads, and moſt uncorrupt Hearts in the 
Kingdom, but hath alſo been conſtantly 
obſer vd to ſhower down their favours 
on thoſe perſons only, who poſſeſs the 
fame excellent talents and diſpoſitions 


with themſelves. Ignorance and infuffi- 
ciency, join'd with a ſordid complying 
ſpirit, are no recommendations in theſe 
halcyon and truly Golden Days; but Pro- 
bity, Capacity, Knowledge and Learning 
are, of themſelves, the beſt pretenſionz; 
and Merit, of any kind, is the certain 
forerunner of Notice and Diſtinction. 
Let the moſt inveterate malecontent, 
the moſt malignant obſerver of our pre- 
ſent happineſs look carefully into the 
Cnux ch, and take a ſtrict ſurvey of all 
our /ate Eccleſiaſtical promotions, whe- 
ther they be of the right reverend Fa- 
thers, the Bisnoes, or of other jnterior 
Paſtors or Curates. Let him, with the 
ſame ſtrict eye, review our Civil Offices, 


where the buſineſs of the STa TE is more 


immediately tranſa&ed ; and I will def) 
him, with all his ſpleen, diſappojntmeats 
and prejudices about him, to inſtance, by 
name, one individual perſon, of either 
fort, who does not ſeem, as it were, 
cull'd and ſelected from the whole Na- 
tion, as the moſt proper man to execute 
and adorn his reſpective function or em- 
ployment. 


Let 
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Let him afterwards turn his eye to the 
Commonwealth of Letters, and I will chal- 
lenge him, with the fame confidence, to 
inſtance. any period of time, when wir 
and poltte literature were more opealy and 
amply encourag'd than at preſent ; not ex- 
cepting, even the two famous Reigns of 
Auguſtus and Louis le Grand. How ma- 
ny men of wit could I mention, who 
have been lately advanc'd to poſts of great 
profit and honour? What a multitude 
of generous preſents, penſions, and ſti- 
pends could I enumerate, it I thought it 
agreeable to the modeſty of the do- 
nors? Methinks I behold a Mecenas, 
a Pollio, a Somers, or an Hallifax in 
almoſt every great family. But how 
am I ſtruck with raptures, when I caſt 
my eyes on Him, who fits at the helm, 
and does not diſdain to patronize the 
Muſes, at the ſame time that he ſupports 
and adorns the ate. Let his own immor- 
tal Poet, who is himſelf a witneſs and 
partaker of his mwunificence, ſing his 
praiſe, to which I find myſelf unequal. 


The Streams of Royal Bounty, turn'd 
by Tukk, | 
Refreſh the dry Domains of Poeſy. 


This complaint therefore, of want of 
encouragement, is ſo ridiculous and un- 
y reaſon- 
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reaſonable, that it can proceed only from 
$ à few little Vit- won di, Sciolifts and Poe. 
tafters, who, not having merit enough 
to diſtinguiſh themſelves, have recourſe 
nn to this poor refuge, and are willing to 
ſcreen their own incapacities under ſo 
plauſible a pretence. For the want of 
| encouragement to real wit and /earn- 
| ing is ſo far from having any foundati- 
on in truth, that we have, for ſome 
years paſt, ſeen the greateft encourage- 
ment given to the ſound only, the ſhadow, 
and the eccho of them. What ſqueez- 
ing and crouding has there been at the 
fine Raree-ſhews of Harlequin and Sca- 
ramouch; at the entertainments of Ma- 
dam Violante, her Tumblers and Rope- 
dancers; at the ftrange tricks of Poſture- 
maſters and High German Artiſts ; be- 
fides ſome other diverfions, which | 
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I - chuſe not to mention? Nay, I am told, 
* 4 that we may ſoon expect a new ſet of Co- 

1 mcdians from Lapland, who are coming 
 . hither, under great proteQion, to di- 
Ef | vert the Nobility and Gentry of this 
98 happy Kingdom, and will, it is ſaid, ex- 


1 cel every thing, which was ever yet {cen 
= on the Britiſh Stage. | 
This is a ſufficient demonſtration to 
me, that there will be no encouragement 
wanting to men of Lit and learning, 


when I fee moſt of the greateſt men > 
| * the 


2 
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the Nation hugging and care the 
dull apes and mimicks of them, in ſo ex- 
traordinary a manner. | 

I theſe diflatisfy'd, repining Spi- 
rits will at leaſt allow that, however 
other parts of learning may have been 
neglected and deſpis d, yet no encour- 
agement has been wanting to ſatirical 
writings ; and if they do not ſoon 
duce ſome excellent pieces of this kind, 
I think they will be fairly left without 
any excuſe, and I ſhall be willing to give 
them up to all the ſeverity of the Patrons 
of e 8 

In we have very good 
ſpecimens of this ſort of — wang og 
publiſh*'d; one of which ſeems to la 
mankind in too fevere and general a 
manner ; however, as there 1s a great 
deal of wit in that book, ſo I am ſor- 
ry to ſay, for the fake of human Nature 
in general, and of my own Country ain 
particular, that, I am afraid, there is 00 
much Truth in it. | 

I heartily wiſh that all books of this 
kind may have their effect, as far as it 
is for the intereſt of this Kingdom; as 1 
doubt not that they will convance 
Gentlemen of the fond miſtake, which 
they ſeem to have long eatertain'd, and 
of the truth of my Lord Jhaftsbury's 
obſervation, vig. —_ if writers are of 

2 0 
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0 conſequence to the publick, it muſt be 
their own fault. 


 UDVERTISEMENT. 
4 | Jiu Publiſh'd, 


An ExQuixy into the Reaſons of the 
conduct of a certain Author, with rela- 
tion to the preſent ſtate of affairs in Eu- 
rope. . ee | 
L Printed in the ſame ſize with a former 
q ENMdUIR V, in order to be bound up 
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—quid non mortalia pectora cogis 
Avuxi1 ſacra fames ? 
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To be fold by T. W. in Pater- noſter- row; 
of whom may be had, juſt publiſh'd, 
Itinerarium Theologicum : or an exact 
computation of the DisTAnce between 
BAN GOR and SarisBukY; and from 
thence to WINCHESTER and DURHAM. - 
Actually ſurvey'd and meaſur'd. With 
ſome reaſons offer d to ſhew that HER E- 
FORD lies out of the way. And alſo an 
account of all the dirty roads and bad 
paſſages from one place to another. 


F. abula quanta fui? 
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Country. ; 
Such popular Humanity is Treaſon. CA ro. 


— — 


FRIDAY, February 17, 1727. 


mn Opular affettion, when juſt- 
ly obtained, (that is, by 
truly . the inte- 
reſt of the people) is the 
= 8 higheſt honour which a 
— mortal can enjoy, and one 
of the ſureſt marks of publick felicity; 
for when a man poſſeſſes the general love 
of any community, it is natural to infer 
that the community eſteem him their ge- 
neral benefactor; and certainly no reſ- 
pect, honours or reward, which the Peo- 
ple can beſtow, are too great to teſtify 
their gratitude to him, who approves 
himſelf worthy of that character. 
Popularity therefore, in this ſenſe, on 
this foundation, and under theſe reftric- 
tions, is due to every true Patriot (a cha- 
e rater indeed ſome what ſcarce!) and is a 


good 
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good preſumptive proof of the happinek 
ed. But this deſirable bleſſing is ſo often 


come within their knowledge; and, ha- 


— — — — 
* 


ment of what they daily earn, incum- 


look upon their favour as the 07S of 
real patriotiſm, and a truly public 
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under which it is obtain. 


of that nation, - 


acquired by falſe means, beſtowed on 
worthleſs objects, and#sapply'd to bad 
ends, that an honeſt Briton cannot be too 
cautious on whom he confers it, nor how 
he is influenc'd by it, when confer'd' by 
others. The vulgar multitude judge ho. 
neſtly of publick affairs, as far as they 


ving no hopes of ſharing in the admini- 
ſtration themſelves, deſire only to live 
quietly: and eaſily, in the free enjoy- 


ber'd with as few taxes and drawback 
as the real neceſſities of the publick wil 
admit of. For this reaſon. they always 
reſpect, and in a manner, venerate 
thoſe, who ſeem to conſult their inte- 
reſt, and endeavour to preſerve them 


in the ſecure. poſſeſſion of their rights 


and privileges. But they are ſo liable to 
be impos'd on by falſe ſhews, and artful 
2 that we are not always to 


ſpi- 
rit; for, on the contrary, we ſhall find 


that it is too often acquir'd by ſiniſter 


methods, in order to carry on ſome 
crafty and pernicious Delign. The wt 
ſeſt and beſt conſtituted . 
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of old, eſpecially the famous Republicks 
of Greece and „were fo ſenſible of 
this, that it was made criminal for any- 
of their members to affect uncommon 
Popularity, and conciliate too much the 
minds of their fellow - ſubjects: Accord- 
ingly we find, in their hiſtories, ſeveral 
inſtances of the moſt eminent Patriots, 
who were baniſhed, and otherwiſe treat- 
ed as enemies to their Country, only 
for rendring themſelves too much beloy'd 
by general largeſſes and donations, or 
other extraordinary acts of publick bene- 
ficence ; for which ſeverities, thoſe Na- 
tions have been often reproached, by 
ſucceeding Ages, with injuſtice, bavba- 
rity, and ingratitude ; but if we examine 
their conduct, in this particular, with 
candour and impartiality, I believe we 
ſhall find that they acted a very prudent 
and commendable part ; they feemed to 
judge very rightly of human nature ; 
they knew the temptations of Power, 
and how Popularity is apt to turn the 
wiſeſt heads, and corrupt the pureſt 
hearts ; for which reaſon, they thought 
it impolitick to let the moſt deſerving 
of their fellow-ſubjeAs poſſeſs a power, 
which he might turn againſt them, or 
truſt their liberties to the private virtue 
and integrity of any man whatſoever. 


Indeed 
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Indeed the hiſtories of all nations, as 


well as of theirs, abound with ſo many 
inſtances, in which the favour of the 
people has been moſt traiterouſly abuſed 
and preverted to wicked purpoſes, that, 
to a ſerious and thoughtful mind, their 
conduct ſtands in need of no juſtification; 
for whenever we read of any great, pro- 
feſſed Patriot, who falls under ſignal diſ- 
grace or puniſhment, on account of his 


popular intereſt and eſteem, though ac- 


quired by the juſteſt methods, we ought 
not to interpret it as proceeding from 
any ill will to virtue or publick good, 
but as the effect of political precaution, 
and of the jealouſy of a wiſe people for 
their antient Rights and Liberties. 

But there is another ſort of popularity, 
which is infinitely more dangerous than 
what I have been ſpeaking of, and has 
been more ſtudied, - in theſe latter ages, 
by ambitious and deltgning men ; I mean 
popularity among the chief perſons of 
any nation; which becomes {till more 
dangerous and vile, when it is cultivated 
by venal and corrupt methods. This is 
indeed the moſt comprehenſive method 
of becoming popular, as it faves abun- 
dance of trouble in cajoling the affecti- 
ons of the vulgar, and ſtooping to a 
thouland, little pleaſing arts, to WI 
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ſome modern great ſpirits do not care to 
ſubmit. AS Bona 

A man, who ſets up for a diffuſive and 
univerſal love of the people, muſt put 
himſelf under ſeveral uneaſy reftraints in 
his behaviour, and guide every action 
of his life with the utmoſt caution, ten- 
derneſs, and circumſpection. He muſt 
be courteous, affable and generous ; muſt 
ſubmit to the wayward tempers of a 
fickle multitude, and adapt himſelf to 
every character; he muſt be 2 things 
to all men, and humour them in all their 
various appetites, different views, and 
fantaſtical opinions, he muſt humble him- 
ſelf to the pride of the lofty, conſult the 
intereſt of the avaritious, and conform 
to the intemperance of the Libertine ; 
he muſt drink or pray, whore or cant, 
be a faint or a ſinner, juſt as his compa- 
ny ſhall pleaſe to preſcribe, or ſet him an 
example. 

Whereas a man, who is maſter of the 
other compendious method, and has it 
in his power to put it in practice, will 
find no occaſion to ſtudy the inclinations 
of the people, nor even ſo much as 
tend to a zeal for their intereſt; he 
knows a much ſhorter way to compaſs 
his deſigns, by bringing over a whole 
Borough, a City, or a County at once in- 
to his intereſt, and obtaining, by theſe 
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means, the general aſſent of the nation 
to his own ambitious deſigns; he be- 
comes, in this ſenſe, very popular, at 
the ſame time that he is univerſally 
odious, and retains the vox populi on 
his ſide, in ſpight of their teeth. | 
Nor is it at all difficult to accompliſh 
fuch a deſign in a vicious and deprav'd 
age, when profuſeneſs, extravagance, and 
a general ſpirit of libertiniſm grow pra- 
dominant in 2 nation, eſpecially a- 
mong perſons of a ſuperior rank, who 
are intruſted with the rights and li. 
berties of the people; for when once 
luxury has fix'd a deep root in their 
minds, it will ſoon get the better of 
their noble faculties; it will emaſculate, 
ſoften and melt down all thoſe ſtubborn 
virtues, . which are the natural effects 
of temperance and frugality; the con- 
{eq uenre of which is, that a man thus 
debauched and effeminated will, in or- 
der to ſupport himſelf in the ſame vi- 
cious manner, fall into any meaſures, 
which are dictated to him with a 
proſpect of advantage, and ſacrifice tlie 
moſt valuable rights of his country for a 
faſhionable town-houſe, a ſplendid Equi- 
page, andan elegant table. . 

But as it 1s very eaſy for any man in 
power to acquire this fort of popular 
affection; ſo it is hardly poſſible " 

f WIth- 
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e its influence, or diſappoint its 
I n * a * 

515 ere are ſome hopes that a Man, 
who; arrives, at Popularity, by courte- 
oulnels, affability, and a munificent Spi- 
rit, 52. really be in earneſt, and exert 
thele anuable virtues from a good natu- 
ral diſpolition, and without any private 
view; forit1s poflible at leaſt, even in 
this age, that a diſintereſted zeal for the 
publiehe ood may be the prevailing paſſion 
in ſome Veaſts and that there may ſtill 
exiſt à few, particular men, in whom the 
innate love of their Country remains 
uncorrupted with, any ſordid and mer- 
cenary conſiderations. There may be 
others, who, though they have not the 
ſame noble and, Jincere affection for. the 
publick, yet are fond of Popularzy, for 
the ſake of Popularity, and find their am- 
bition ſufficiently. gratify*d by the ſhouts 
and acclamations of a numerous multi- 
tude, ' Nay, even  ſuppoling that a man 
endeavours to inſinuate himſelf into the 
Popular fayour, with a bad deſign; yet 
it He does not attempt it by corrup- 
ting tlie leaders and guardians of the 
people, the danger to the publick is not 
er, great; for it is impoſſible for the 
craftieſt brain to impoſe very long on 
the majority of a nation; He may, for 
ſome time, reign in eſteem, and trepan 
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the affections of his countrymen by play- 
ſible” pretences, artful declarations,” and a 


77 0 1 oy their 0 but 
when his latent deſigns appear (as at 
length they muſt) the people will with. 
draw their affection; his general Popula. 
rity will be turn'd into a general Odium, 
and He will feel the reſentments and in- 
dignation of Thoſe, "whoſe favour He 
ee 
But the caſe is quite other wiſe with 
Thoſe, who make themſelves popular by 
dena and corrupt methods. Money, the 
root of all evil, is alſo the ſtrongeſt ce. 
ment in the world; it binds together 
perſons of the moſt Cope complexi- 
ons, and is a more laſting tie than ho- 
nour, friendſhip, relation, conſanguinity 


or unity of affections. When any perſon 


therefore takes an annual or other ſala- 
ry for fein his opinion, that lack is 
white, it is in vain for us to endeavour 
to convince him of the contrary; per- 
ſuaſion to ſuch a man is of no 8, 
and reaſoning is thrown away upon him ; 
the ſtrongeſt arguments leave no imprel- 
fion on his mind, and the cleareſt truth 
has no charms in his eyes. He is inliſted 
in the ſervice of his Patron, and muſt 
always fight on that fide, let the cauſe 
be what it will, from which he receives 
his pay. It is ridiculous to talk of Right 
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to a man, who is prz-engaged, and hi- 
red to judge Wrong ; or to argue about 
juſtice, conſcience, and equity with one, 


who has taſted the ſweets of acting upon 
different p | 


rinciples. 

It is a labour more difficult, than a- 
which Hercules overcame, to prove 
ar there is any inherent malignity in 


a good place; or that any actions can be 


unjuſt, or any arguments invalid, which 
are ſupported and inforced with the rhe- 
torick of a thou and pounds a year, 

Ambitious and ill-deſigning men, in 
former ages, were not ignorant of this. 
They knew how precarious, as well as 
. that ſort of Popularity is, 
which ſubſiſts only upon the foundation 
of worthy actions; and how permanent 
that, which is eſtabliſhed upon ſelf. in- 
tereſt, bribery and ſubornation. 

Tacitus informs us, that Auguſtus pa- 
ved his way to dominion by theſe me- 
thods; for having laid aſide the title of 
Triumvir, and taking upon himſelf only 
the character of Conſul, under a ſpecious 
pretence that he had nothing at heart 
but the good of the people (whoſe favour 
He at firſt cultivated by ſeveral generous 
actions), He grew in/olent by degrees, 
and at length engroſſed the whole pow- 
er of the Empire into his own hands. 
——I[nſurgere paulatim, munia ſenatus, 

| Ma- 
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magiſtratuum, legum in ſe trahere, null 
adverſante 5 cum ferociſimi per atjes 
aut proſeriptione cecidiſſent; cæteri go. 
bilium, quanto quis ſervitio promptiur, 
opibus et honoribus extollerentur; 4; 
novis ex rebus aucti, rura et præſentia, 
quam vetera et periculoſa mallent. Ne. 
rue provinciæ illum rerum ſtatum ah. 
nuebant, füſpecto ſenatus, populique in. 
perio ob certamina potentium et 'avari. 
tiam magiſtratuum: invalido legum au. 
xilio, que vi, ambitu, poſtremo PE c u- 
NIA turbabantur, © * 
We had, not many years ago, an in- 
ſtance amongſt our ſelves of a Great may, 
ho ſupported himſelf in power, for ſe- 
veral years together, by the ſame me- 
thods; the moſt ſhming part of whoſe 
character (next to a great {hare of natu- 
ral eloquence) conſiſted in an eaſy, infi- 
nuating addreſs, and his skilful manage- 
ment of popular aſſemblies. He was par. 
ticularly famous for a certain happy ta- 
lent at finding out the weak ſides of man- 
kind, and his dexterity in applying a 
bribe ; for having been uſed to take mo- 
ney himſelf, in a corrupt manner, before 
He was in power, he knew' by experi- 
ence the molt genteel and agreeable me- 
thod of offering it to others. But hiſto- 
informs us that, notwithſtanding ſe- 
veral private ' virtues and unqueſtioned 
3 abilities, 
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th abilities, which, with the aſſiſtance of 
© WM immenſe ſums of money, procured him 
great veneration in a certain place, 
„hilft living, yet his death occaſioned 
4a general joy, even among ſome of his 
4, MW moſt abandoned creatures (who, at length, 
e- grew weary of his yoke) and the me- 
6 mory of his name and actions hath 
*. been, ever ſince, held in univerſal ab- 
horrence. 
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Monp4ayv, February 20. 


, S there muſt be, in all wel. 
TURE | e ſtates, a variety 

of officers, in a due ſub- 
ordination one to another, 
for the management and 
— carrying on the bulineſs of 
9 the publick; ſo the nature and power oi 
1 theſe Officers vary, in different nations, 
FF — to the different conſtitutions of 
11 their reſpective Governments. For this 
1 | reaſon, in abſolute monarchies, we gener 
if ally find a perſon inveſted by the Prince 
+ with _— management and direction of 
all his affairs, under the title of PRIME 
11 i MiNisTERr, who is, by virtue of his 
30 office, as He commonly proves himſelf 
to be by his actions, an arbitrary Vitce- 
Roy or Deputy Tyrant. But the Power 
of ſuch a Mznzfter ſeems to be incon- 
is ſiſtent with the nature of a free State, 
. whether 


— — — — 
— —— — 


—  -- 


— — _ — —_ — = 
— = 
— < mn — —_ 
— —_ 7 — 2 
a Ss 4 — 
DO ⁵*˙²3ſ g — — I" "ICT = 
2 < — 1 . 4 | 4898 — — 
a » . „. — - = 
— — 2 
= 


* = 
- — — — — —gu—i' tl aw 


9 T _< 

. — 
13 {TW 
: | 4 


it 


No XXII. The CRArTSMAN. 189 
whether a Commonwealth or a limited 
Monarchy, (unleſs it be upon extraordi- 
nary occaſions, as the Roman Dittators 
were created of old) becauſe the abſolute, 
uncontrolable will of one man has been 
generally found to end in the deſtruction 
of Liberty 1n general; and though it 
may be ſaid that a limited Monarch can- 
not delegate more power than he is in- 
veſted with himſelf, and therefore cannot 
make any of his Miniſters abſolute; yet 
every ſuch Prince has o much power 
to be repos'd in the hands of any of his 


ſervants; for experience ſhews us, that 


a worſe uſe is commonly made of the 
Regal Authority when in the poſſeſſion 
of a private ſubject, than under the di- 
rection of the Prince himſelf; and there 
ſeems to be an obvious reaſon for this; 
ſince a King, who is poſſeſſed, during 
lite, of all the power, prerogative, and 
and juriſdiction, which are agreeable to 
the fundamental Laws of the country 
over which He reigns, and has the fame 
rights intail'd on his poſterity, cannot, 
without being a man of very ill prin- 
ciples, have any farther views, becauſe 
his true intereſt, upon a little recollecti- 
on, will inſtruct him to confine his 
thoughts within theſe ſacred barriers : 
whereas a Miniſter, who is in great 
power to-day, and 1 afraid of loſing 

It 
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it to-morrow (eſpecially, if He be a man 
of a ſmall, paternal inheritance) will be 
tempted to amaſs exorbitant wealth by 
indirect methods, and aggrandize his own 
family at the expence of the Publick. 
Nay, even ſuppoſing the caſe of a bad 
Prince, who, through the inſtigations of 
ambition, or a cruel, tyrannical diſpo. 
ſition, ſhould be inclin'd to a= his 
ſubjects, I believe the bulk of the people 
would be much more eaſy under any 
hardſhips, which could be laid upon them 
by their Sovereign, than ſuch as they 
ſhould ſuffer from one of their Zquals. 
This is ſufficient to ſhew, that the 
office of a Prime Miniſter is, in its na- 
ture, of dangerous conſequence to a free 
people: but there is another conſidera- 
tion, Which, though it be not of the 
ſame importance, ought to make every Wl 
rational Britos join his voice and his in- 
tereſt againſt ſuch an over-grown power 
in any of his Fellow-Subjefs, for "= 
When a Prince reſerves the Preroga - 
tive in his own hands, or divides it a- 
mongſt a certain number of his ſubjects, 
to be adminiſter'd in an equal manner (as 
it has been moſt uſual in this Kingdom) 
the royal ſmiles, favours and honours, 
as well as the offices of the wm 
dom, both great and ſmall, are commonly 
diſtributed in the fame equal and —_— 
| ria 
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tial manner. Whereas, when the whole 

wer of the Crown has been lodg'd in 
a /ingle hand, we may obſerve that grants, 
titles and preferments have been gene- 
rally monopolix d, and the whole bounty 
of a Court thought little enough to ſa- 
tiate the craving, hungry appetites of 
one family. 

Nay, we have ſeen this ſpirit of ra- 
fine and voraciouſneſs carried to ſuch an 
height under ſome adminiſtrations, that, 
not content with all the Crown has had 
in its power to beſtow, they have at- 
tempted to engroſt the favours and ſuf- 
frages of the people; nor do I want in- 
ſtances to ſhew, that oppoling only the 
Welſh Couſin of a Great Man has been 
call'd oppoſing the Miniſtry, and look'd 
on as mark of malignancy and diſaf- 
fection. 0 FINE? 

As inconſiderable and ſelf- intereſted 
as this obſervation may ſeem, yet it cer- 
tainly ought to have ſome weight in a 
free nation; for the preſent moſt ex- 
cellent Biſhop of SA Run very juſtly 
obſerved, in anſwer to one of his oppo- 
nents in a late famous controverſy, that, 
altho* no man has a aatural right to a 
place at Court; yet every man has a 
right to get one, if he can. And it the 
old, beaten topick of all the I hig- 
writers can be juſtify'd, That @ Kingdom 
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war not made for one man, meaning the 
P&IiNCE, it could not ſurely be deſign'd 
only to gratify the pride, avarice and 
ambition of a PRIVATE SUBJECT. 

But as ſuch a power in any Mznifler i; 
contrary to the true intereſt of the pes. 
ple; fo it is alſo of dangerous conſe. 
quence to the Prince himſelt, eſpecially in 
a limited government. 

An abſolute Monarch indeed, who is 
under no reſtraint but his own will, may 
raiſe a favourite to what height of power 
he pleaſes, without being under any 
great apprehenſions from his treachery 
or ambition, becauſe he can pull him 
down, when he begins to grow inſolent, 
with the ſame high hand that lifted him 
up. But a limited Monarch, who, in 
order to reign happily, is oblig'd to 
preſerve an harmony and good under: 
ſtanding with his people (who are, by 
the conſtitution, joinꝰd with him in the 
legiſlative power) ought to be very cau- 
tious how far he aggrandizes any of his 
ſervants, or truſts the power out of his 
own hands; becauſe a Miniſter, who 
has the diſpoſition of preferments and 
bonours, may thereby ſtrengthen himſelf 
ſo much by cabals, alliances; obligations, 
and immenſe wea/th, that it may become 
dangerous for the Prince to diſplace him; 


even though he ſhould be, per /onaMy, 1 
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il belov'd by him/eff, as he is by the ge- 
nerality of his ſubjects. N 
I have now before me a little book, 
intitled, Rules of GOVERNMENT : Or, 4 
true Ballance between SoverEIGNTY 
and LIBERTY; ſaid to be written by a 
Perſon of Honour, immediately after the 
late CIVIL War; and now publiſhed (in 
1710.) to prevent another. Though this 
treatiſe is chiefly written in an high-church 
ſtrain (which, I preſume, will be no ob- 
jection to its authority at hie time) yet 
it contains ſome honeſt directions upon 
this ſubject, which I beg leave to tranſ- 
cribe. 
He tells us, in one place (ſpeaking of 
Counſellors) that overgreatneſs in one, 
or over- ſirict combination in @ few, may 
be both dangerous to a Prince. In ano- 
ther place he ſays, that it is a great fault 
in a Prince © to look upon no man him- 
% /e/f, but through a g/a/s, or as the 
« image of a man is refected unto him 
from a favourite, or ſome great officer ; 
« for this is to ſtrengthen their Root, and 
« weaken his own; for here, though 
the guili is his, the obligation is ano- 
« ther's. This makes him have many 
« attendauts, but few ſervants ; tor ſer- 
« vants, placed about him by great men, 
« are rather their ſpies than his ſervants : 
* ſuch uncancernedneſs as this, who are 
about 
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about him, makes him appear like z 


Town blocked up ; He can freely receive 


* no proviſions he ſtands in need of; and 
his own {ſervants are diſheartened by 
„ perceiving great mens friends or | ſer. 
* wants every day preferred or gratity'd 
* before them. This courſe chills all 
public ſpiritedneſs ; for men, intro- 
* duced by favourites, think they ſhall 
„ laſt no longer than their Patrons, 
* who are often changed, or in the ain; 
and ſo they come unto a Court like 
* harveſt-men, who ſerve only in a ſhort 
* time to reap that, which others plows- 
ed and harrowed ; or they work only 
* in fair weather, and when the corn is 
carrying into the barn. 

The ſame Author gives as wholeſome 
advice to Mznifters of State in the fol. 
lowing paragraph, which I do, by theſe 
preſents, humbly beg leave to recommend 
to the ſerious conſideration of all greas 


men in the ſeveral Courts of Europe. 


« A wile Counſellor, /ays He, will 
© not engro/s too many affairs into his 
«* own hands, nor excroach upon other 
“mens offices, nor be apt to ander value 
“them in it to raiſe his own credit by 
the loſs of other mens; for he that does 
« good offices to others, is in the beſt 
« way to make hearty friends to himſelf; 


and He muſt be patient to hear other 
+ gt mens 
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mens advices; nay, with ſome reſpect- 
« fulneſs, bear their follies: And he 
« muſt be unconcern'd when his own 
« counſels are not comply'd with, or 
« are laid aſide. 


I ſhall leave theſe wholſome directions 


to thoſe whom they may concern, and 
conclude. with obſerving in general, that 
the office of a Prime Miniſter ſeems 
to be calculated for an ab/olute govern- 
nent; though, in my opinion, even ſuch 
a government would fare much better, 
if the Prince would vouchſafe to manage 
his affairs himſelf. But the power of 
ſuch an officer is intirely repugnant to 
the ſafety of a free ſtate, which is fo 
fully demonſtrated by hz/tory and experi- 
ence, that I need not inſiſt upon it any 
farther. In governments purely popular, 
I cannot, at preſent, recollect any in- 
ſtance of ſuch a Miniſter, unleſs it be of 
the famous De Wit in Holland, whoſe 
terrible fate will, in all probability, deter 
others from attempting ſuch a power. 
In England, we have been often peſter'd 
with theſe over-grown, rapacious ſtate- 
leeches in former times; but for ſeveral 
years paſt we have been pretty free from 
them, the firſt great VILLA RS, Duke 
of BuCX1NGH AM, being the laſt Mi- 
niſter of that ſort in this Kingdom; and, 
i hope, the laſt we ſhall ever ſee here 
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I have already preſented the reader wit 
ſome of thoſe excellent inſtructions which 
were given him fot his behaviour in that 
high ſtation, by that great and good man 
Sir Francis Bacon, in the infancy of his 
power; and I defign very ſpeedily to 
ſhew what an ill uſe He made of thee 
in a ſhort review of his /zfe and conduct; 
which will farther corroborate what I 
have ſaid in this paper, and prove that 
fuch an exorbitant power, as is before 
deſcribed, is prejudicial to the /bertzes 
of this nation, to the honour and wel- 
fare of a Britiſp King, and to the true 
intereſt of a MINIS TEX himſelf. 
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Mox D Ax, February 20, 1727. 


I is an old eſtabliſh*d maxim 
in Politicks, that à true- 
bred Stateſman ſhould have 

0 private paſſions ; that is, 

he ought to be a man of 

— ſuch a ſedate, ſteddy, and 

determin'd temper, that he may not 

be interrupted, in the conduct of his 
ſchemes and the purſuit of his intereſt, 
by thoſe light and ſudden paſſions which 
are apt to agitate and ruffle weak minds. 
Nay, ſome grave reaſoners and refiners 
upon this ſubje& have gone farther, and 
maintain*d, that a ſtaunch Politician ought 
not only to be exempt from igtemperance, 
efteminacy, and other common frailties 
of human nature, but ſhould alſo enfran- 
chize his mind from the dominion of 
what are commonly call'd the nobler 
paſſions ; that he ſhould be incapable of 
love or hatred ; that he ſhould not 
Ce ſuffer 


K NUͤ＋ -- ̃ —i! 


1 * } 1 I 
N 8 \ 
— 1 XP / 
n 
* 76 
* 17 
Fi X 


— — —— —— a 


6 
1 


— AT. 


<< — a GS” + _ 


— — — — 


- 
. 1 
1 
1 
1 T 
| . 
| | 13 
1 
1 5 
12 
Fl 
: 
12 | 
ö 
1 | 
: 
1 
. 
jy 
19 
14 
| 
fl 
: 
Te 
7 
13 
' 
i 
- 
: 5 
* 
- 
v8 
a* þ 
' 


+ wv oo 
2 


— 


—. —— . — — 
- . 3 — 


2 a 
; — ws. * 
9 5 - er 
— — — —— — — 
— —— 
—ͤ — — 
— of — 


2 . — — 
- — — — ww Vw 
2 . 8 - 
Ar. » 8 DT > — 
=== — 6 


199 The CRAFTSMAN. Ne XXIII. 


ſuffer himſelf to be ſway'd by any yul. 
ar notions of gratitude, honour or 
ſtice ; nor be tempted to deſiſt from 


the execution of his deſigns by the frail 


impulſes of pity and remorſe; that he 
ſhould have no regard to Friends, Relati- 


ons or Benefactors, when it interferes with 


his private views; nor reſent, as other 
men do, the moſt provoking injuries or 
the higheſt obligations, when his in- 
tereſt (that great ruling principle) in- 
ſtructs him to forget either. 

I am not, I confeſs, Machiavillian e- 
nough to approve of ſuch maxims, or 
to propoſe them as leſſons which ought 
to be follow'd. They have been, God 
knows, and ſtill are too much practisd 
in moſt Courts, to ſtand in need of any 
recommendation, or to be diſcounte- 
nanc'd by any arguments. Happy, alas! 
would it be for the World, if all great 
men wanted any inſtructions of this fort, 
or were backward to conſult their own 
intereſt, by ſacrificing to it all other con- 
ſiderations, both of a publick and pri- 
vate nature! | 

There is indeed one Rock, which many 
of the ableſt State-Pilots, with all their 
Aiſpaſſionate inditterence, have not been 
able to avoid, even though they have 
becn amply forewarn'd, by the calamitous 
fate of their predeceſſors, to ule the 1 

| mo 
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moſt caution and circumſpection to keep 
clear of it: I mean that in ſolence or im- 
petwoſity of temper, which power is apt 
to beget in great minds, and commonly 
ends in ruin and diſgrace; for paſſion 
and vehemence tend, more than any thing 
elſe, to exaſperate and provoke indigna- 
tion, as well as to unboſom the ſecret 
thoughts, and diſcover thoſe foibles or ill 
— — which it ſhould be always the bu- 
ſineſs of a great man to conceal; | 
When ſuch an overbearing ſpirit gets 
the better of a man of an honeſt and 
worthy diſpoſition, it is a real misfor- 
tune to the Publick; but when it poſ- 
ſeſſes a corrupt mind, we ought to con- 
ratulate the ſociety, in which it prevails; 
or experience teaches us to look on rage, 
choler and impatience of oppoſition as 
the laſt ſtruggles and convulſions of an 
expiring Miniſter. 

Some men are born with this violent, 
imperious frame of mind; which ſeems 
to have been the caſe of Cardinal Wo- 
sEyY, Who was naturally a man of ſuch 
an arrogant, domineering temper, that 
He could not keep it from breaking out 
in the groſſeſt, perſonal inſults, even u 
on his Royal Maſter, who had honour'd 
and aggrandiz'd him with power and 
wealth in the moſt partial and extrava- 
gant manner ;. and as his own intereſt 
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and moſt immoderate ambition could 


not reſtrain it, ſo it occaſion'd that grie- 


vous and  ignominious diſgrace, under 


which he afterwards fell. But there are 
others, who, being naturally; men of a 
more placid, courteous and affable 'dif- 


poſition, have been betray'd into the ſame 


ve hemence and inſolent behaviour by a 
long Run of power, proſperity and ſuc- 
ceſs. Whilſt the fun ſhone upon them, 
and the ſhip ſail'd briskly before the 
wind; whilſt moſt of the paſſengers ap- 
prov*d their conduct, and flatter'd their 
abilities, you could ſee nothing but 
ſmiles on their faces, and the utmoſt 


complaiſance in their behaviour; they 
= an eaſe, ſerenity, and-outward 


nevolence in all their deportment, 
which extended even to thoſe few, who 


diſſented from the majority, and com- 


plain'd of their management. But as 
ſoon as things took another turn; when 


the clouds began to gather, and the bil- 


lows to riſe about them; when moſt 
people were ſeiz d with a Pannick, and 
their late obſequiouſneſs- was converted 
into murmurs and diſcontent; then their 
behaviour was ſeen immediately to 
change, and fram the moſt obliging, 
humble and condeſcending creatures in 


the world, they have grown the moſt 
peeviſh, captious and dogmatical wretches 


upon 
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upon the face of the earth; for having 
been habituated, from the applauſe and 
adulation which were formerly paid 
them, to believe themſelves infallibie 
in all their proceedings, they now looked 


on the leaſt contradiction or oppoſition, 


25 a perſonal affront to their underſtand- 


ings, proceeding from ſome perſonal - re- 


ſentment, and a manifeſt outrage on their 
grandeur and authority. | 
We meet with an inſtance, in ſome re- 
ſpects, of this ſort in Wefton, Earl of 
PoRTLAND, who was Lord High Trea- 
furer in the reign of that unhappy Prince 
King Charles I. for my Lord Clarendon 
informs us, that this Great man, © did 
« appear on the ſudden wonderfully ela- 
„ted, and ſo far threw off his old af 
« fectation to pleaſe ſome very much, 
and to aiſpleaſe none, in which art He 
„had excell'd, that in a few months af - 
« ter the Duke of Buckingham's death, 
4% He found himſelf to ſucceed him 
in the publick diſpleaſure, and in the 
& malice of his enemies, without ſuc- 
“ ceeding him in his credit at Court, or 
in the affection of any conſiderable de- 


6 pendants 5 and et, tho' he was not 


4 ſuperior to all other men in the a fecti- 
„on, or rather reſignation, of the King, 
„ ſo that he might diſpenſe favours or 


* disfavours according to his own ele- 
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« Qion, He had a full ſhare in his ma. 
. ſter's eſteem, Who looked upon him 
< az a wiſe and able ſervant, and wor. 
«thy of the truſt He repoſed in him; 
„ and received no other advice in the 
« large buſineſs of his Revenue nor 
as any man ſo much his ſuperior, as 
„ to be able to leſſen him in the King; 
'* affection by his power. So that 
&« was in a poſt, in which he might have 
found much eaſe and delight, if he could 
% have contained himſelf within the verge 
f hit own” province, which was lar 
« enough, and of ſuch extent, that He 
« might, at the fame time, have drawn 
„ à great dependance upon him of ve- 
ry conſiderable men, and appeared a 
4 very uſeful and ofitable miniſter to 
« the King; whole revenue had been 
« very Haſely managed during the late 
4 years, and might, by induſtry, and 
.« order, have been eaſily improved: And 
«© x0 man better underſiood what method 
« as nęceſſary towards that good hub 
% bandry than He. 
But I know not by what froward- 
-« nefs in his ſtars, He took more pains 
in examining and enquiring into ether 
© mens offices, than in the diſcharge of 
« hir o; and not fo much joy in 
« what He had, as trouble and agony 
« in what He had not. The trut, 5 
. a 0 
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« He had {o vehement 2 deſire to be the 
« ſole favourite, that He had no reliſh 
« of the power He had —— Ze tells ws 
« afterwards, that he found the number- 
« of his enemies exceedingly encreaſed, 
and others to be /e/5 eager in the pur- 
« ſuit of his friendſhip; and every day 
« diſcovered ſome ixſirmities in him, 
« which, being before known to few, 
« and not taken notice of, did now ex- 
« poſe him to public reproach and to 
private animoſities: And even his 
« vices admitted thoſe contradictions in 
them, that He could hardly enjoy che 
the pleaſant fruit of any of them. | 
„No man, /ays. He, had greater am- 
« bition to make his Family great, or 
« ſtronger deſigns to leave a great for- 
« tune to it ——=— hat, in order to 
« do this, He had avowedly and ſower- 
« ly croſſed the pretences of other men, 
« and reſtrained the King bounty trom 
* being exerciſed almoſt to ayy—— 
« which, from the Duke's death, ran in 
« narrower channels, and never ſo much 
« overflow'd as toward himſelf, who 

« ſtopped the current to other men. 
The noble hiſtorian goes on thus; © He 
« was of an imperious nature, and no- 
thing wary in diſobliging and provok- 
ing other men, and had too much cou- 
* rage in offending and incenfing —_ 
| ut 


8 


204 The CRATTS MAN Ne XXIII. 


“ but, after having offended them, He 
« was of fo e a feminine tem- 
« per, that he was always in a terrible 
| « fright and apprehenſion of them. 
| And juſt after, He ſays, That He 
| | « quickly loſt the character of a bold, 
| 


> => ks 


« tout and magnanimous man, which He 

« had been long reputed to be in wor/? 

& times; and, in his moſt proſperous 
1 « ſeaſon, fell under the reproach of he- 
[ “ ing a man of big hooks, and of a mean 
„ and abject ſpirit. | 
[i « To conclude ; all the honours the 
f «the King conferred upon him (as He 
made him a Baron, then an Earl, and 
« Knight of the Garter) could not make 
« him think himſelf great enough. Nor 
[0 « could all the King's bounttes, nor his 
[ « own large acceſſions raiſe a fortune to 
« his heir; but after x or eight years 
« ſpent in outward opulency, and inward 
„ murmur-and trouble, that it was not 
greater; after vaſt ſums of money, and 
great wealth gotten, and rather conſu- 
1 med than enjoyed ; without any ſenſe 
« or delight in ſo great proſperzty, with 
the agony that it was 0 greater; He 
« dy'd unlamented by any ; bitterly men- 
„ tion'd by moſt, who never pretended 
to love him; and ſeverely cenſured and 
* complained of by thoſe, who 1 
moſt from him, and deſerved beft of 
2 him; 
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« him; and left a aumerous family, 
« which was, in a ſhort time, worm out, 
and yet out-lived the fortune that He 
« left behind him. 

I am ſenſible, that I have, in ſome 
meaſure, departed from the firſt deſign 
of this paper, which was to expoſe the 
abſurdity and folly of paſſion and vehe- 
mence in publick miniſters. But there is 
ſomething ſo particular and remarkable 
in the character of this great man, that 
I could not avoid the- opportunity of 
being ſomewhat circumſtantial in my re- 
lation of it from ſo maſterly an hand. 
It cannot however be ſuggeſted, with 
any reaſon, that I dwelt ſo long upon it, 
in order to draw any invidious parallel 
(which has been, of late, objected againſt 
ſome of us political writers) becauſe I 
know no man at preſent in being, in 
whom all theſe circumſtances can be ſup- 
E. to concur. To put an end there- 
ore to this digreſſion, without any apo- 
logy, I will humbly beg leave juſt to ob- 
ſerve, that ſuch an haughty, bluſtring 
and imperious behaviour is in no place 
more unbecoming than in a Popular af- 
ſembly, where all the members, conſide- 
red as ſuch, are equal to one another, 
however their circumſtances may differ 
in other reſpects, as to wealth, favour, 


titles or power, It is therefore highly 
D d de 
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derogatory to the honour and privilege of 
ſuch an aſſembly for any perſon to preſume 
ſo far on any extraneons ſuperiority, as 
to inſult, menace, and brow-beat the reſt 
of his brethren ; which diſcovers a ſtron 
intimation that he thinks his dictatoria 
voice ſhould always be uncontradicted 
and definitive; and that they meet there 
together in order to jump unanimouſly 
into all his opinions, to gratify his pride 
only and facilitate his deſigns. 

ains Fabius, the famous Roman Tri- 
bune, was a man of this hot, inſolent 
and ungovernable temper ; but it ought 
to be conſidered, in his excuſe, that in 
him it was a natural infirmity, that He 
was ſenſible of it himſelf, was aſhamed 
of it, and endeavoured, by all methods, 
to keep it under, as appears by.the fol- 
lowing ſtory, recorded by Plutarch. 

This Author tells us, in the lives of 
thoſe two celebrated brothers, Tiberius 
and Cazus, that the one was /mooth 
« and /edate ; the other rough and paſſio- 
nate, even to ſuch a degree, that of- 
&© ten, in the midſt of his orations, He 
was ſo much hurryed away by his 
& paſſion, even againſt his own will, 
* that he deſcended to give ill language, 
“ and ſtrain'd his voice in ſuch a man- 
ner that he could not proceed in his 
« ſpeech. For a remedy to this —_ 
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He made uſe of an ingenious ſervant, 
« one Licinius by name, who ſtood con- 
« ftantly behind him with a pitch. pipe, 
© or mulical inſtrument to regulate his 
voice by; and whenever he perceived 
« his maſter's tone alter, and grow harſh 
« with anger, he breathed a ſoft note 
« with his pipe, at the hearing of which, 
« Cazus immediately bated the vehe- 
« mence of his paſſion and voice, grew 
„mild, and was eaſily recalled to tem- 
«© per. 

I have often lamented that no author 
has thought fit to give us a particular 
deſcription of this curious inſtrument, for 
the inſtruction and uſe of poſterity ; and as 
often wonder'd that none of our ingeni- 
ous mathematical inſlirument-makers have 
attempted ſomething of that nature, ſince 
Lam ſure it would amply reward all their 
pains and labour; dy gs if they could 
obtain a patent for the ſole making and 
vending thereof; which could not cer- 
tainly be deny d to the reviper of ſo uſe- 


ful a machine in an age, which ſeems to 


ſtand in great need of it. But till that 
is done, I would humbly recommend it 
to be conſidered, whether the Opera 
might not be made ef, to the ſtate 
by placing the celebrated Sig. Seneſino an 
other Italian artiſts behind ſome of our 
Popular orators, in order to ſoften and 
d 2 modu- 
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modulate the tone of their voice, 
thereby preſerve a moderation and deten. 

in our publick debates. 
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Content, with Hands unſold to guard the Prize, 
And keep the Store with undefiring Eyes. Tickel. 


* 


— 
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Monvpavy, February 27, 1727. 


Good-natur'd writer is al- 
ways better pleas'd with an 
opportunity of recommend- 
ing virtue than of chaſti- 
ſing vice; but in either caſe, 

— if he would be agrecableto 
his Readers, at the fame Time that - he 
propoſes to be uſeful to the world, it 
will be proper for him to pitch upon 
ſome Great Man to be, as it were, the 
vehicle of his inſtructions to the publick, 
by making him the ſubje& either of his 
panegyrick or his ſatire. 

I do not hold it always needful for an 
author to be ſearching into antiquity, 
in order to retail out ſome muſty hero 
of former days, and recommend him as 
a pattern to the preſent age; if our 
own times furniſh'us with examples of 

men 
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men laudable for any remarkable virtue, 
J cannot ſee any reaſon why an impartial 
writer ſhould not ſet forth ſuch perſons 
in their true luſtre, pores avowing 
them as ornaments of the preſent age, 
and exhibiting them as examples to po- 
ſterity. But if ſuch truly worthy men 
are to he met with in lower life, it will 
be ſtill better, and have much more 
weight, ſince farrery in ſuch a caſe, or 
mercenary views (to the imputation of 
which we authors are oſten liable) can 
never be laid to his charge. 

I have in my eyes a man, and will 
venture to name him to the publick, 
whom, when I have drawn his character, 
all mankind muſt, agree to be an illuſtri- 
ous model of virtue and integrity for 
after ages. He is One, that has long had 
the management of a pub/ick Revenue, 
and yet all the world is convinc'd that he 
has not improv'd his circumſtances, nor 
added one ſhilling to his fortune by it. 
The ſubjects pay their voluntary taxes 
into his hands with pleaſure, becauſe 
they are fatisfy'd that what they do pay, 
for the publick ſervice, will be employ'd 
to no other purpoſe, and that no cal 
will, at any time, be made on the pro- 
prietors, but when there {hall pony 55 
pear to be an abſolute neceſſity for ſo 
doing. Every body has a ſanguine con- 

| © Hidence 
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dence in his integrity, being fatisfy'd 
that he is uncorrupt himſelf, and will ne- 
ver ſuffer his inferior officers to plunder 
by his authority or connivance. The 
public treaſurs is expended with pru- 
dence and managed with frugality. He 
carefully looks into every branch of his 
office and will not permit any, who are 
under him, to embezzle the publick mo- 
ney, or run away with any part of the 


revenue ; much leſs with the w HOLE 


revenue; as, by letting it lie long neg- 
lected in 2 under officer*s hands, They 
might poſſi 1 be tempted to do. He is 
not only free from corruption, but guards 
himſelf againſt all aeglects in the diſcharge 
of his duty, and looks on crimes of 9- 
mon, in ſuch a caſe, to be full as un- 
juſtifiable as crimes of commiſſion; ſince, 
if the publick is defrauded, or loſes a con- 
liderable ſum of money, it is of but 
little conſequence to them, whether the 
Treaſurer puts it in his own pocket, or 
kts any of his Depurzes put it into theirs, 
or ſquander it away. He gives fair, re- 
gular, and diſtinct accounts of every 
arthing which he expends for the pub- 
tick ſervice, and has always ſhewn the 
utmoſt readineſs to ſupply thoſe, who 
have a right to ask for them, with any 
papers, or vouchers, that may be judged 


neceſſary for the explaining any part of 


his 
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his account. He is, in ſhort; a man of 
undoubted integrity, of conſummate 
wiſdom, and of exemplary gravity. He 
is compos'd and ſedate in his conduct, 
rigid in his morals, and tall in his per- 
ſon ; . flow in his ſpeech, yet uſing many 


words; and, to conclude all, a T x x 4- 


SURER wth clean and empty hands ! 


Iam perſuaded, that every reader muſt 
by this time, perceive that I can mean no 
body, in my deſcription of the fore-going 
character, but that very worthy and ex- 
cellent man Mr. KI LIN, Treaſurer to 
that Honourable Corporation, the Nopal 
Academy of MusICX. 

This great, able, and honeſt miniſter 
has of late had two very formidable poy- 
ers to contend with ; I mean the Com- 
panies of Drary-Lane and Lincolns-Inn. 
Fields; who haveenter'd into an alliance, 
which ſeems very unaccountable in two 
powers, who were but lately ſuch mortal 
enemies, that they could hardly be kept 
within the bounds of common decency 


towards one another, 72 all the adareſs 


and mediation of the Town, and yet, at 
the ſame time, privately run into one 
another's arms, and unite in deſigns de- 

ructive to the Rights of the Ac a DEMY, 
with all the marks of cordial aſfectiu 


and a reſolute friendſhip, 
But 
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But notwithſtanding all theſe di fficul- 
ties (to his honour be it ſpoken) He has 
not yet put us to one farthing expence 
on the account of ſecret ſervice; and I 
am confident that he will always ſcorn to 
fhelter any ſum under that head. If he 
cannot conquer, he will not corrupt; and 
as he has veteran troops in the Opera 
ſervice, he thinks them ſufficient for his 
purpoſe, without hiring or -ſtanding 
in need of mercenary auxiliaries. 
Friends, who are to be had for money, 
and enemies, who are to be ſubdu d b 
* in his opinion, equally deſpi- 
cable. 5 

The Italian Comedians, in this warfare, 
were willing to have acceded; but he 
wiſely diſcover'd that they were very 
likely to become an expenſrve Ally, and 
lo dexterouſly got rid of them. Happy is 
it for this ſociety (of which I have my 
ſelf the honour to be a member) that we 
have ſo worthy and uncorrupt a man in the 
management of the treaſure of it! with 
what contempt do I look down on the 
greateſt men, when I compare them with 
Mr. K1eLiN, and find them inferior to him 
in virtue and integrity? 

The Earl of Locefter, in Queen Elixa- 
beth's time, was a very great man; but 


you will find this faid of him in the Me- 
mrs of his Life, (p. 78.) 
Le 
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Rog ix playeth the Bxoxts in all his 
affairs and maketh the uttermoſt penny of 
her Majeſty every Day. | 

Happy, thrice happy Mr. Kietin! of 
whom this cannot be {aid with any juſtice, 
even by your enemies. I remember another 
unlucky application made to a late trea. 
ſurer (I mean in Queen Anne's Reign) 


from one of Sir John Suckling*s plays. 


_ There's little Rovin, im Debt 
within theſe few Tears, grown FAT and 
FULL. | | 
But who can impute to Mr. Ky 
LIN, that he is either FaT or Ful? 
I could produce a thouſand Foil out of 
hiſtory to illuſtrate the character of this up- 
right great man; but one more {hall ſuſ 
fice. When the Earl of CLartnDoN 
was impeached, the largeneſs of his for- 
tune and the ſudden acquiſition of it was 


made an Article againſt him. In his Anſiver, 


He acknowledges that if the fact could 


be proved, the conſequence of guilt would 


be undeniable; and, in his defence, He 
urged that he was not really poſſeſs d of 
the wealth, which the world ſuppos d 
him to be. The only inference, Which! 
ſhall draw, in behalf of Mr. Kiplin, 15, 
that 1 11 riches be 9 a ane 
oof of guilt, poverty ought certain) 
— be o 0 2 _ of he utmoſt b. 
vour and integrity. Such a man I wil 
- pronounce 
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ronounce Mr. KieLiN to be, and do 
ereby recommend him as an example 
and: pattern to all TREASUA ERS, preſcat , 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
Juſt publifÞ', 


A Condolatory Epiſtle to his Royal Highneſs 
Dox CARLos; occaſion'd by the reported Preg- 
nancy of her IMPERIAL Majeſty the Emprefs-of 
GERMANY and her MosT CHRISTIAN Ma- 
jeſty the Queen of Fx ance. 

Dow CARLoOsS, by marrying the eldeſt AR CH 
DUTCHESS, cannot fail of being EMPER OUR; 
ſo that Don CARLos may poflibly be at once, 
SALES VB, King of FRANCE and King of 

Alx. | 


ExqQuIzY 1 0 the Reaſons, &e. 
Printed for . I. in Pater-moſter-Row, 
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s it is my deſign, in the MW it 
TRE f theſe papers, to ge 
pay the utmoſt regard to b 
all the kind aſſiſtances of il th 
my correſpondents, as far 
— as it ſhall be conſiſtent, in 7 
any meaſure, with the original intention 
of this undertaking; ſo I muſt rely on the 
ood nature of theſe gentlemen, who will, | 
I hope, indulge me in ſome liberties, that 
it will be neceſſary for me to take with 
their letters, by adding or retrenching, 
where I ſee occaſion for ſo doing, as well ite: 
as in the publication of them, in which it WW vit 
will not always be proper for me to ob- ¶ ve 
ſerve the ſame order of time in which Ire- Nbg 
ceive them. On the other hand, I am rea- WW 
dy to aſſure them, that Iwill never preſume I ve 
to take any wanton, or officious freedoms I wit 
of this ſort, by making any alterations, I the 


i but where I think it abſolutely neceſſary I} gor 
1 or expedient for the better carrying on ten 
IN r 
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this deſign; nor will I uſe any partiality 
in preferring one letter to another, any 
önber than ĩt conduces to the ſame end; 
ſo that every gentleman's thoughts _ 
appear in their proper place, at the moſt 
ſaſonable time, and conſequently to the 
n 
I hope this general apology will ſatiſ- 
fy all bbs * ſhall pls to favour 
me with their correſpondence; and that 
it will, in particular, excuſe me to that 
gentleman, who obliged me with the 
tollowing letter, as well as thoſe, whoſe 
thoughts have not yet ſeen the light, 
To Cales D'Anvers, Efq; 
SIR, * | 
HEN your Unc died, he was 
poſſeſſed of ſeveral plantations in the 
Meſt-India colonies, which are now ve- 
ſted in you, among his other eſtates, by 
virtue of his laſt wz/ and teſtament. They 
were then in good order, and in flouriſh- 
ing circumſtances ; for as he was ſenſible 
of their value, and how beneficial they 
were to his eſtate in Sraffordſhire, he 
wiſely encouraged his Tenants to improve 
them: But alas! how have they ſince 
gone to decay, through the rapartons 
temper of ſome of your ſtewards, And 
; N 
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$0 the zgnorance of others, who had the care | 
Ih and management of them! by which 
[4 means, many of your Tezaxts have been 
g obliged 


to remove, and tis thought that 
others will follow, to er detriment, 
if not the utter ruin of thoſe eſtates, 
Good Mr. D' AxvkRSs, make ſome en- 
quiry into thoſe affairs, before it be too 
late; conſider the conſequence to your 
own intereſt, as well as to them, Should 
they continue under the ſame or any o- 
ther diſcouragements, . how will you be 
able to vend many commodities that are 
produced from your, eſtate in Stafford: 
Hire? has not that eſtate been improv'd 
from twenty to thirty years purchaſe, 
ſince thoſe plantation have been in your 
family? and will it not be affected in pro- 
portion as they decline? how will you 
7 2 — — 2 
Zenaube, | prelent 5 quit 
their leaſes? It is high time to look into 
the conditions granted by your Tnc#, 
which encourag'd them to go over (at the 
hazard 'of their lives and fortunes) to 
ſettle thoſe lands, and to ſee them punc- 
tually perform d; and ſince ſuch great ad- 
vantages ariſe, from the labour of thoſe 
induſtrious people, it is certainly your in- 
tereft rather to augment ö diminiſh 
their- privileges, as it may induce others 
to go over, and by that means — 
; vail 
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value of your eſtates will be increaſed 


roportionably. | 
. The world is perfectly convinc'd of 
your humane and ſſionate temper, 
of which the appointment of your Stew- 
ards from time to time are certain de- 
monſtrations ; but then your own in- 
tereſt and the eaſe and ſatisfaction of your 
Tenants ſeem to have been very little, 
if at all, conſider'd. K 8 7 
I am informed that one of your plan. 
tations will admit of very great improve- 
ments, having ſome thouſand acres of 
manurable Land, belonging to it, which 
has hitherto been neg and unculti- 
vated ; is it not your intereſt to ſend over 
an abl: judicious perſon to manage it ? 
one, who underſtands the nature of ſoil ; 
who has ſome knowledge in trade, and 
will be at the pains of looking into' for- 
mer miſmanagements, and rectify them; 
one, that conſiders mankind as his feHow- 
creatures, and though he has a ſuperiori- 
over ou Tenants, yet will not treat 
them as 
_— and properties, in manifeſt breach 
the laudable precepts of your family. 
It is reported, that ſome of your Te- 
naut. had taken a reſolution of acquaint- 
ing you with their gr:evances, which 
were become almoſt inſupportable; and 
accordingly wrote you a /erter, in — 
mo 


is Vaſſalt, and invade their juſt 
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moſt humble and ſubmiſſive terms; but 


notwithſtanding the fair ſpeeches of one 


0 


of your ſervants, and his promiſes to de- 
liver it, there are ſome grounds to believe 
that it never came to your hands; for it 
was ſoon after taken up dirty and torn 
in St. Famess-ſtreet, where he either de. 
fignedly or careleſsly drop'd it. 

A NE16HBOURING GENTLEMAN, Who 
is of French extraction, has two or three 
Plantations, at no great diſtance from 

ours; it is almoſt incredible, what vaſt 
improvements he has made thereon, with- 
in a few years; for however ſtrictly he 
perſues the rigid maxims of his prædeceſ 
ſors, yet he juſtly conſiders, that the only 
way to make them flouriſh, is to grant 
his tenants and ſervants ſuch privileges 
as may induce them to go over and ſettle 
there: By ſuch like methods his planta- 
tons thrive to that degree, that wanting 
more land, he makes no ſcruple of run- 
ning out to his next neighbour, who 1s 
his UNCLE; and 'tis thought that in time 


he will joſtle him out of the whole, If 


he uſes ſo near a relation after that man- 
ner, what may you expect, whenever it 
is convenient for him, or he has it in his 
power? for, whatever profeſſions he makes 
you, may be only grimace ; very few of 
your friends imagine him to be ſincere, 
or that he has any real value for _ In 

ort, 
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ſhort, Mr. D' ANVRRSC, I don't like the 
principles of that young Gentleman, who 
has made ſuch early diſcoveries of the 
ame temper and diſpoſition which his 
Grandfather was of, who was ſo /itigious 
n old gentleman, that tis well known he 
he was all his life at /aw with his ezgh- 
hours ; that he ſeldom had leſs than #wo 
or three ſuzts at a time, upon his hands, 
and ſometimes even or eight; and that 
he bore an implacable enmity to your 
UNCLE, who had the goodneſs to ſupport 
thoſe, who were not other wiſe able to go 
to law with him, in defence of their juſt 
rights and properties. 
As I have been at his plantation as well 
25 yours, I intend hereafter, if I find it 
will be acceptable, to give you ſome 0- 
ther hints, which may be uſeful ; for L 
lave reaſon to believe you have very im- 
perfect notions of them, as well as your 
dmeſiick ſervants, under whoſe particu- 
ar province they are ; either through 
the multiplicity of other affairs, which en- 
groſſes ſo much of their time, that — 
cannot give the Attention which is neceſ- 
ary ; or the falſe repreſentations of your 
fewards abroad, to cover their own = 
uiſter deſigns; it is no new or uncommon 
thing, when they find their /chemes for 
enriching themſelves, at any rate, meet 
with oppoſition; to load your Tenants 
f with 
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with terms of reproach, ſuch as /editious, 
turbulent ſpirits, Facobites, and ſuch o- 
ther opprobrious names, as they imagine 
will render them obnoxious to your e 
or your domeſticks : notwithſtanding this, 
I dare venture to affirm, that no part of 
mankind can be more ſteadily and hear. 
tily attached to your per/on, and intereſ 
than they are; nor are they wanting, in 
ſuch demonſtrations as are in their power, 
or their remote ſituation will admit of: 
They are indeed tenacious of their r:gbts 
and liberties; but, as they claim no other 
privileges, than what they enjoy'd in their 
native country, and pay the obedience, 
which is due to you as their rightful and 
lawful LAN PDLORD, it cannot be ſuppoſed 
that their inſiſting upon what they are in. 
titled to by birth, will be difagreeable, 
when it is underſtood, that this is their 
only aim and deſign, and that they con- 
tend for nothing more. 3 


Ian, with the utmoſt Submiſſion, 
SIR, Tour moſt Oledient, and 
Hampſtead, moſt Faithful Servant, 
Jan» 3. 1726, 4 
WILL. BRITON. 


AD: 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
In a few Days will be publiſh*d, 


A GENERAL APOLOGY for all MiniSTERS or 
STATE, from SEJANUs down to the preſent Times; 
in which the Complaints of Miſimanagement, Cor- 
ruption, and Oppreſſion will be demonſtrated to be 
groundleſs, and occaſion'd only by Exvy, Face 
tion, Diſappointment and Revenge. To which 
will be added, a Catalogue of thoſe eminent writers, 
upon whoſe Authority this work will be built. 
| Nec Pudor obſtabit. v. 


Printed for T. V. in Pater- naſter-Rotu. 
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Si defendere delictum, quam vertere malles, 

Nullum ultra verbum aut operam inſumebat inanem, 

Quin fine Rivali, TEQUE & TUA ſolus amares. 
HoR, 


— 


Mo N DAY, March 6, 1727. 


Aving taken on my ſelf the 
character and Profeſſion of 
1 a publick writer, I deſign, 
by degrees, to retail out to 
my countrymen all the va- 
rious obſervations, which I 
have been treaſuring up for theſe many 
years paſt, and, like my immortal prede- 
cellor, the ſpeQator, * my ſelf out; 
FF —- and 
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and if all that I ſhall thus communicate 
ſhould not happen to be thought ſubjes 
of inſtruction, yet I hope at leaſt they 
will be look'd on as matters of innocent 
amuſement. 1 
When I firſt ſet forth in the world, and 
was capable of making any reflections on 
publick affairs, the miſmanagement and 
corruption of King Charles the Second's 
Reign furniſh'd the common topicks of 
converfation ; and I very well remember, 
that nothing gave keener diſguſt, or was 
mention'd with more aſperity by the 
Whigs of thoſe times (who ſtyled them- 
ſelves the Country Party) than that un. 
natural conjunction, as it was then call'd, 
of the Powers of England and France to 
deſtroy the Republick of Hollaud, which 
was a circumſtance of ſuch importance to 
Europe, that it occaſion'd many and va- 
rious ſpeculations on the riſe and progrels 
of that popular State, as well as on the 
great danger, to which it was reduced, 
of being intirely ſubverted by that war. 
The counſels of England took this unhap- 
py turn, as it was then eſteem d, 
and began to ſwerve from their true in- 
tereſt, as well as from their former con- 
duct, under the adminiſtration of Sir 
THOMAS CLIP FORD, who was at that 
time at the head of the TREASURY, a 
man of an eloquent tongue, but of a 5 
A 50 
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and enter pri ing ſpirit without knowledge 
or capacity equal to his deſigns. He had, 
in ſeveral inſtances, diſcover'd his enmity 
to that ſtate, before it broke out into 
meaſures of — He begun with 
complaing of incroachments upon Tx apt 
and ſpirited up our Eaſt- India Company 
to bring remonſtrances againſt them, 
which were, 1n that reign, made uſe of as 
the pretences of war, and as conſtantly 
laid aſide, upon concluſions of peace. Sir 
William Temple ſays (in a letter to his 
father upon this occaſion) hat our pre- 
tenſions upon the buſineſs of Surinam, and 
the Eaſt India —. —5 have grown high, 
and been managed with ſharpneſs between 
us and the States, and grounded(as Monſienr 
de Witt concezves) more upon @ deſign of 
ſhewing them our ill humour than our 
reaſon. He repreſented them as treating 
even the PERSON of the Kine ill, and 
endeavour?d to render them odious to the 
People, by ſetting them forth as trea- 
cherous in all their negotiations and pro- 
feſſions. Nay, he went fo far as to pra- 
cdtice upon Sir William Temple to join 
with him in ſuch fal/e repreſentations 
as would belt ſerve his pernicious purpoſes ; 
a method which has been too common 
under bad adminiſtrations! but it was re- 
jetted with ſcorn by that able and honeſt 
ambaſſador, as we may find in the fame 

letter 
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letter before cited, where he ſays, that 


being very hardly preſs'd by Sir Thomas 
Cliford to reſume the affair of Surinam 
and the Eaft-India Company, and, in 
caſe of the non-compliance of the Dutch, 
to let the K 2 and all the World know 
how baſely and unworthily the States had 
uſed him, and to declare publickly how 
their Miniſters were a company of Rogues 
and Raſcals, and not fit for his Majeſty or 
any other Prince to have any thing to di 
%. Ie anſwer'd very calmly, that 
he was not a man fit to make SUcHy D- 
CLARATIONS- 

This evil miniſter was ſo intent upon 
another war with Holland, that he reſol. 
ved, by any methods, to pick a quarrel 
with them, and provoke them to ſome 
action, which might be made the pre- 
tence of juſtifying it to the people, and 
repreſenting them as the Authors of it; 
accordingly, within a year after this un- 
warrantable attempt upon that great and 
worthy man, he bethought himſelf of 
another ſtratagem, which, in his opini- 
on, could not fail of producing the deſir- 


ed effect; for the ſame author informs us, 


that a yatch being ſent over to Holland to 
bring home his lady and family from the 
Hague, the captain received publick or- 
ders from Court, that if he came in ſight 
of the Dutch fleet, (which was then floa- 

| ting 
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ting in the channel) he ſhould fail thro? 
them, and fire at thoſe ſhips which were 
next him, till he made them irie ſail, or 
till they ſhot at him again. He paſſed, 
it ſeems, into Holland, without ſeeing 
them; but as he returned (with the La- 
dy Temple and her children aboard) he met 
the fleet, and purſued his orders, by /az/- 
ing through them, and making ſeveral 
ſhot at thoſe near him : upon which the 
Dutch Admiral (not ſuſpecting the rea- 
ſon of ſuch an «naccountable procedure, 
and believing them to be in ſome 4z/{reſ5) 
immediately ſent a boat aboard them, and 
went afterwards himſelf to enquire into 
the occaſion of their firing; and being ac- 
quainted by the eaptain with his orders, 
he ſaid it was a point they had received 
no inſtructions about from their maſters, 
and did not know how that affair was 
reed on between his Mazeſty and the 
zates 5 but tho? it were ſettled, yet, as 
he juſtly obſerved, the Captain could not 
expeCt that the Fleet and Admzrat ſhould 
ſtrike to a ZTatch, which was but a Plea- 
ſure- boat, or at leaſt ſerved only for paſ 
ſage, and could not paſs for one of the 
King's men of war. To which the Cap- 
tain reply'd, that he had his orders, and 
was bound to follow them. However, 
the Admiral let them paſs ſafely through 
his whole fleet without offering any re- 
| turn 
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turn of hoftzlity, and thereby, in a great 
meaſure, defeated the guarre//ome deſign 
of the Engliſh miniſtry. 

But Cifford was determined on a rup- 
ture; and at laſt truck a blow, which 
put it out of the power of the Dutch to 
prevent it, by attacking their Smyrna 
fleet, and thereby commencing a war, the 
fatal conſequences whereof have been 
ever ſince felt in Europe. 

About the ſame time, it is obſervable 
that this daring miniſter was created a 
Peer, and made Lord High-Treaſurer, 
for propoſing the expedient of AY 
up the E nag wth which was the 
ſhift he had left, deſperate as it was, to 
ſupport his maſter under thoſe difficul- 
ties, in which he had involved him, by 
ſuch precipitate and extravagant counſels. 

I cannot forbear taking notice in this 


place (which, I hope will not be eſteem- 


ed an improper digreſſion) what an in- 
ſuperable antipathy and rancour the ge- 
nerality of the people of England, and 
eſpecially the whole body of the Whigs 
had conceived at that time, and have ever 
fince retained, till very lately, againſt the 
French nation; as if an alliance, or even 
a friendly correſpondence with them were 
of the moſt dangerous conſequence to the 
intereſt of this Kingdom. I have now 


before me a book, intitled, The ſecret 
T Hiſto- 


e 


> 


No XXVI. The CRAFTSMAN. 229 
Hiſtory of Eu Rx OE, in three volumes, 
written, no longer ago than the 4ſt reign, 
by one of the hot brain'd zealots of that 
party, which is ſtuffed, in almoſt every 
page, with the bittereſt, and moſt inde- 
cent reflections on that great people, as 
well as on thoſe, who were ſuppoſed, at 
that time, to be in their intereſt. I will 
beg leave only to quote a paſſage or two, 
from which we may judge of the ſpirit 
of the author, as well as of thoſe, who 
were then known, to careſs him, and en- 
courage his works. 

Having mentioned the eccleſiaſtical 
commiſſion in King James the ſecond's 
reign, he endeavours to juſtify ſome of 
the gentlemen, who were concerned in 
that illegal commiſſion, and particularly 
the late Duke of Buckingham; for whic 
purpoſe, he produces a paſſage out of 
the letter, which his Grace, then Earl 
of Mulgrave, wrote, upon that occaſi- 
on, to Dr. Tillot ſon, after the Revolution, 
in theſe words. 

« I appeal, /ays his Lordſhip, to 
the unqueſtionable teſtimony of the 
* Spaniſh ambaſſador, if I did not zea- 
* louſly and conſtantly take all occaſions 
to oppoſe the French intereſt, becauſe 
I knew it directly oppoſite both to the 
* King and Kingdom's good, which are 
indeed things inteparable, and ought 

G g to 
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* to be accounted as a fundamental max« 
& im, in all councils of Princes. 

Upon which, this ſecret hiſtorian and 

rious Partiſan of the cauſe of whiggiſm 
makes the following obſervation. 

“ This, /ays he, his Lordſhip wrote, 
& when there was no war declared againſt 
& France ; and this is the Maxim that I 
© ſhall ever labour to advance in the 
“ minds of all honeft Britons, frankly con- 
« feſſing, that whatever denomination 
I may paſs under for my love of liberty, 
« and our happy conſtitution, I never 
&« was, and never ſhall be a Was, further 
“than is explained in the aſſertion of this 
«© noble Lord, that the French intereſt is 
« direttly oppoſite to the good of my Queer 

« and Country; and that the intereſt of my 
« 9ueen and Country are inſeparable. *Tis 
« for this, and this only, I write; and 
“ ſhall continue ſo to do, as long as it is 
thought to be of any Service. 

He tells us in another place, upon King 
James's 9 Monſieur Bari 
and the Count de Lauſon into all his 
councils, that The former would, at 


I that time, have frighted the Engh 


“ with repreſentations of the power and 
1 my 56551 of the houſe of Aus TRIX, 
it being the policy of the French, to 
* repreſent that houſe as impotent or 
Powerful, as enemies or friends » the 

FRN. 
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« PROTESTANTS, according as the 
« preſent turn is to be ſerved by it. 
Nr 1 
And, in another place, he fays, © Tho? 
J ſhall never contribute to the infracti- 
« on of any treaty, with any Prince 
« whatſoever, I ſhall always have an ab- 
« horrence for a French intereſt, ſo con- 
« trary to that of England. 
I couldcite a multitude of paſſages to 
the ſame effect, out of this book, which 


is indeed full of them, from the begin- 


ning to the end. Nor is he the only 
author of this kind; for it would be an 
eaſy task to produce a cart load of books, 
pamphlets and looſe ſheets, publiſhed by 
men of the ſame ſtamp, ſince the reſtora- 
tion, in order to inculcate the ſame male- 
volent principles of averſion to France, 
into the minds of the people of this 
kingdom. 

For my part, as I always diſapproved 
of theſe general invectives my ſelf, e- 
ven when they were molt current and 
faſhionable, ſo I cannot help declaring my 
agreement with a late ingenious and 
courtly writer, who very juſtly obſerves, 
“ That *tis not the Emperor, nor France, 
* nor Spain, nor this, nor t'other Po- 
* tentate, to whom we muſt keep up a 
* perpetual oppoſition, or grant a 3 
” _— power will always be fluc- 
* tuating amongſt the princes of Europe, 
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and wherever the preſent flow of it ap. 
“ pears, there is our enemy, there the 
proper object of our fears. 

But, to return, I muſt obſerve that 
however the ſtate and circumſtances of 
affairs in Europe may have lately alter d; 
and however parties may run at pre- 
ſent, it is certain and demonſtrable, that 
our alliance with France, in King Charles 
TI's reign, was, to give it the ſofteſt 
name, a manifeſt 6/under in politicks ; 
ſince that war, thus unjuſtly and unadvi- 
ſedly enter'd upon, raiſed France to ſuch 
an height, by zoznzng with them to over: 
run the Netherlands, that it was the 
chief, if not the only occaſion of the two 
laſt conſuming wars (which coſt us fo 
much Blood, and involv'd us in ſo much 
debt!) and had very near deſtroy*d that 
popular ſtate, which had, in its riſe aad 
progreſs, ſurprized the whole world; a 
ſtate, which, by its excellent æconom), 
not only raiſed it ſelf to that height, in 
which it once flouriſhed, and to which it 
is now, in ſome meaſure, reſtored, but 
has alſo furniſhed, by their example, ſome 
excellent inſtructions to all free ſtates, for 
their conduct, (making proper allowan- 
ces for the different conſtitutions of their 
122 which I beg leave to tran- 
icribe ſrom Sir William Temple, * 


One 
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One circumſtance, which he mentions 
as an occaſion of their greatne ſw, was 
the /emphicity and modeſty of their ma- 
« giſtrates, in their way of living; which 
« is ſo general, /ays he, that I never 
© knew one among them exceed the 
common, frugal, popular air; and fo 
« great, that, of the two chief officers in 
% my time, Vice-Admiral de Ruiter, and 
« the penſioner de Witt; (one generally 
* eſteemed by foreign nations as great 
% ſeaman, and the other as great a 
« ſtateſman, as any of their age) I never 
4 ſaw the „ in clothes better than the 
« commoneſt /ea captain, nor with above 
„one man following him, nor in a 
„coach; and in his Fouls neither was 
« the ſize, building, furniture, or enter- 
* tainment at all exceeding the uſe of e- 
very common merchant and tradeſman 
“in his town. For the Penſioner de 
“ Witt, who had the great influence in 
the government, the whole train and 
* expence of his domeſticks went very e- 
qual with other common deputies, or 
* miniſters of the ſtate ; his habit grave 
* and plain and popular ; his table, what 
* only ſerv'd turn for his family or a 
* treind ; his train, (beſides commiſſaries 
* and clerks kept for him in an office 
® adjoining to his houſe, at the publick 
— charge) was only one man, who per- 

* formed 
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“ formed all the menial ſervice of his 


cc 
cc 


houſe at home ; and, upon his viſits of 
ceremony, putting on a plain livery 


& cloak, attended his coach abroad: for, 


cc 
cc 


upon other occaſions, he was ſeen uſu- 
ally in the ſtreet on foot and alone, like 


4 the commoneſt burgher of the town. 


cc 
cc 
0 


* 


Nor was this manner of life affected, 
or uſed only by theſe particular men, 
hut was the general faſhion and mode 


« among all the magiſtrates of the ſtate; 
“for I ſpeak not of the military officers, 
“ who are reckon'd their Servants, and 
&« live in a different garb, though gener- 
« ally 
* tries. 


modeſter than in other Coun- 


He concludes this head, as I will this 


paper, with the following excellent ob- 
ſervation. 


Thus this ſtomachful People, who 


* could not endure the leaſt exerciſe of 
arbitrary power or impoſitions, or the 
« ſight of any foreign Troops under the 
« Spaniſh Government, have been ſince 
“ inured to all of them, in the higheſt 
& degree, under their own Popular Ma- 


c 
c 
c 
cc 
cc 
te 


6 


giſtrates; bridled with hard laws; ter- 
rify'd with ſevere executions; environ 
with foreign Forces, and oppreſſed 
with the moſt cruel hardſhips, and va- 


riety of Taxes, that was ever known 
But all this, 


Zunder any Government. 
ä 5 1 &« hi 
hüllt 
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« whilſt the way to office and authority 


« lies through thoſe Qualitiec, which ac- 
« quire the general eſteem of the people; 
„ whilſt no man is exempted from the 
« danger and current of the Laws; whilſt 
“Soldiers are confin'd to Frontier-Garri- 
“ ſons, (the guard of inland or trading 
«* Towns being left to the Burghers them- 
4 ſelves) and whilſt no great riches are ſeen 
« to enter by public payments into pri- 
vate Pur ſes, either to raiſè families, or to 
« feed the prodigal expences of vain, ex- 
© travagant and luxurious men; but all 
« publick Montes are applied to the ſafety, 
« greatneſs,or honour of the State, and the 
« Magiſtrates themſelves bear an 


equal 
& ſhare in all the burdens they anpoſe. 
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Quondam LETHARGO grandi ft & oppreſſ 
N 02 


_ — 


FRIDAY March 10 


F all the diſtempers which 
are incident to a State, none 
ſeems to be of a more dan- 
gerous conſequence than 
what may properly be call'd 
a PoLITICAL LETHARGY, 
which lays all the noble faculties, gene- 
rous paſſions, and ſocial virtues, as it 
were by Opium, in a profound Trance, 
and thereby leaves publick Miniſters at 
their diſcretion, and under a ſtrong temp- 
tation to do whatever their ambition dic- 
tates, with impunity, and without ob- 
ſervation. 

Whea the generality of any Nation are 
ſeiz d with this Malady, it ſtupifies and 
benumbs all their Senſes in ſuch a manner, 
that they cannot feel the moſt acute pains, 
nor. perceive the heavieſt burthens, the 

{t calamities, or the moſt grievous 
indignities that are impoſed upon them. 
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A man. in a Lethargy is, to all intents 
whatſoever, whillt it continues upon him, 
adead man, having no more notion of 
health or ſickneſs, of . or pain, of 


riches or yorerty Ny rty or fa 
than one who has lain 2 year in hi 
grave, | 


* Political Lethargy i is, in every re- 
ſpect, like a natural one, with this aggra- 
vation, that whereas the latter affects on- 
ly individuals, by rendring the world 

joyleſs to them, at the ſame Time that it 
exempts them from all ſenſe of Ply. Io 105 
and impoſition; the former, beſides theſe 
influences on private perſons, extends it 
ſelf to the 8 and makes oller 
feel the effects of our ;n/enſibility. . 

This popular diſeaſe procerds, like o- 
ther diſtempers, from different cauſes, and 

may be di cover'd by various Symptoms, 
which it behoves me, who profeſs my 
ſelf a Political Phyſician, to point out to 
my loving Countrymen. | 

Sometimes it is, in a manner, inborn, 
and ariſes from a natural caldneſs ps. 
phlegmatick temper of mind, ie ley 
with any publick principles, or any regard 
for the honour and welfare of the e com- 
munity, When this happens to be the 
aſe, and ſuch a languid diſpoſition is mixt 
with the blood, and interwoven with the 


conſtitution which will appear by a pro- 
0 H h * fels'd 
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fels'd neutrality, and indifference in al 
publick affairs) it is in vain to apply any 
remedy, or endeavour at a cure; the 
ſtrongeſt reaſoris, and moſt . exhor- 
tations will have no more effect upon ſuch 
a man, than upon a natural Idiot or Luna. 
tick, with whom he ought to be laid aſide, 
and diſregarded by the publick, as a defect 
in the creation, and the uſeleſs lumber of 
ww - ooo” 
Sometimes it proceeds from puſillani. 
mity, or indolence ; from the fear of oppo- 
ſition, or a falſe notion of quiet and tran- 
quillity, There are many men, who do 
not want abilities to diſcern the grievances 
of the publick, nor inclinations to ſee 
them redreſs'd; and yet, through a mean 
. daſtardly ſpirit, and a deſire of living 
eaſy, as It is call'd, chuſe to ſit down con- 
tented, and patiently ſubmit to any op- 
preſſion, rather than ſtir a finger againſt 
the oppreſſor, or run the leaſt hazard in 
. the cauſe of virtue and liberty. As they 
have too much ſenſe and integrity to 
concur with the public Enemy in any of 
his pernicious deſigns, ſo they are very 
free, upon all occaſions, to expreſs their 
hearty wiſhes to ſee them defeated and o- 
verthrown. But they are ſo much terrify d 
with great Names and bluſtring Speeches, 
that they are not only diſhearten'd from ap. 
pearing againſt them themſelves, but _— 
0 > . c at 
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that lies in their power to diſcourage o- 
thers, by magnity'd difficulties and fright- 
ful repreſentations. They ſeem to diſ- 
truſt the judgment of all opponents, at 
the ſame time that they applaud their 
zeal; and look upon them, at beſt, as a 
fort of Frantic Enthuſiaſts for liberty, 
and well-meaning Madmen. | 
If ſuch Principles ſhould ever prevail, 
and the generality-of mankind ſhould imi- 
tate the conduct of theſe negative Patriots, 
what an hopeful condition would the 
world be ſoon in? there would, no 
doubt, be excellent management, and 
moſt bleſſed meaſures purſu*d in all na- 
tions, provided AM re were left, in 
this manner, to do every thing which 
ſhould ſeem good in their own Eyes, without 
any oppoſition or animadyerlion ! 
By the ſame method of reaſoning, it 
would be eaſy to prove, that it is ridi- 
culous to inſiſt on the ſtrict obſervation of 


any moral or Chriſtian duties, whillt there 


is ſo general a current againſt them, and 
ſo little probability, that any preaching 
or pains will ever be able to baniſh vice 
and wickedaeſs intirely out of the world, 
Yet as the prevalence of immorality will 
not excuſe the Clergy from being zealous 
in their exhortations againſt it, fo it is e- 
qually unjuſtifiable, and leaſt of all be- 
comes men of that function, to diſcounte- 

| h 2 nance 
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nance publick virtue and the love of their 
Country, by repreſenting the praftice of 
them either as dangerous or rommantick; 
and. improving, by theſe means, on- the 
ſhviſh Doctrine of paſfuve Obedience, by ex- 
tending it even to the wor/? of Miniſters.” 
But as it is the duty of every honeſt 
man to ſtand up, and contend, upon all 
occaſions, for the rights and liberties of 
his Country, however powerfully they 
may be, at any time, invaded ; ſo I have 
the ſatisfaction to obſerve, that we do not 
want inſtances in Hiſtory, where a ſmall 
oppolition, vigorouſly carried on and 


maintain'd with conſtancy, has been found 


to prevail over the ſtrongeſt combinations. 
Even deſpair ſometimes infpires men with 
ſuch reſolution as makes them foryet all 
danger, and ſurmount all difficulties, lead- 
ing them on to victory and triumph. This 
ſeems to have been the caſe of the Lo- 
erians, as Fuſtin relates it, who marching 
into the field, with only Afteen thouſand 
Men, againſt the Crotonians, who had no 
leſs than an hundred and twenty thouſand, 
and giving over all hopes of victory, re- 


 folv'd to fall bravely in battle, and unani- 


mouſly agreed to fight it out to the laſt 
man; deſpair having inſpired every one 
of them with ſo much ardour, that they 
eſteem'd an honourable death as a kind of 
victory. But this glorious reſolution had 
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another effect, and ended in the defeat of 
their enemies, notwithſtanding ſo great a 
diſparity in numbers. Dum mori honeſte 
querant, feliciter vicerunt : net alia cauſa 
victoriæ fuit, quam quod deſperaverunt. 
The fame Author, in another place, 
tells us, that the Crotonians being ſoon 
aſter invaded by Dionyſius, with great 
diſadvantage on their ſide, made a more 
obſtinate and ſucceſsful reſiſtance with a 
ſmall number of men againſt a vaſt Army, 
than they did before with / many thou. 
ſand againſt an handful of the Lorrians. 
Upon which the Hiſtorian makes this ju- 
dicious remark ; Tantum virtutis Pauper- 
tas adver ſus inſolentes Divitias habet, tan- 
zaque inſperata interdum ſperati victoria 
certior eft. 1 
There are ſo many inſtances of the ſame 
kind to be met with in the Roman and 
Grecian Hiſtories, as well as in the An- 
nals of moſt other Nations, that it would 
look like pedantry or puerile oftentation 
to quote any more. Nor do theſe things 
depend on the veracity and authority of 
antient writers, but are ſufficiently con- 
firm'd by the hiſtory and experience of 
later times, which will furniſh us with 
ſeveral examples of the moſt powerful 
and formidable ſuperiorities in number, 
which have been overcome by the unani- 
mity, vigour and reſolution of inferiour 
—_  - ms 
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Ihe Republick of Holland was reduced 
to ſuch diſtreſs, ſomewhat above fy 
years ago, by the united arms of Bo 
and and France, as I mentioned. in my 
laſt paper, that the Lords of Amſterdan 
aſſembled together, in order to conſult 
what meaſures to take; and it even be- 
came a queſtion in debate, whether t 
ſhould not - ſend their Keys to the French 
King at Utrecht; and we are aſſured that 
fome of them were ſo much intimidated 
and poſſeſſed of ſuch cowardly tempers, 
that they were not aſhamed to argue pu- 
blickly, in that aſſembly, for the Afirme. 
tive; which perhaps might have been 
carried, if it had not been prevented by 
Monſicur Tulip, one of the Burgoma- 
ſters, a man of a brave invincible ſpirit, 
who. ran to the window, and vow'd if 
they did not lay aſide all thoughts of ſub- 
mitting to France, he would call. out to 
the people (who were crouding about the 
Stadthouſe) and have them torn to pieces; 
which put an end to that ſcandalous dil. 
3 RE | 
, Thus that great ſtate was, in a man- 
ner, reſcu'd from immediate deſtruction 
by the magnanimity of one man ; as it 
was afterwards fully ſecured in the poſſeſſi- 
on of its former liberties by the heroick 
fortitude and conduct of the young 
Prince of OR AN GE, (that immortal de- 


liverer 
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liverer' of his On country, as well as of 
ours) to whom only it is owing that 
they have ever ſince continued to make a 
figure amongſt the nations of the earth. 
- Theſe examples, and a multitude of 
others, which every man's reflection will 
fupply him with, are ſufficient to ſhew, 
that the ſtrongeſt confederacies of power, 
or the moſt violent torrents of corrupti- 
on ought not to diſcourage us in the 
cauſe of virtue, nor induce us to deſpair 
of ſucceſs. I ſhall therefore only add, 
under this head, that as thofe-ſacaking, 
timorous  /emi-patrriots, who: dare not 
nly avow'their' opinions, or act ac- 
cording to them, are always treated with 
contempt by the enemies of their country, 
whoſe meaſures they have not the cou- 
rage to oppoſe; fa they oughtto be look- 
ed on in the fame light by the afertors of 
liberty, whom they meanly deſert, and 
not to reap any advantages from the ma- 
numiſſion of their country (when that is 
effected) to which they were afraid to 
contribute their aſſiſtance.  - 4 
Such men deſerve the ſame rebuke, 
which St. John gave to the luke-warm 
EF. : 07 7 7 
I know thy works, that thou art nei- 
ther cold nor hot: I would thou wert 
cold or hot. A n 4 
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Fo then becauſe thou art UE YST ond 
neither cold nor hot, 7 will ſpue hee out 
of my mouth. 

But to return to the cauſes of a pol: 
cat lethargy; which i is occalioned'b 
thing more commonly or more edv 
ally than by a general ſpirit of 7 
pu profuſion, or a prevailing appetite to 

ft effeminate inventions and wanton en- 
tertainments: for as theſe things tend to 
enervate the mind, ſo they have always 
been found to engroſs the e and 
divert the thou vg ts from reflecting on 
other matters of the utmoſt conſequence, 

which, under ſuch infatuation, - ceaſe to 
give us any ſatisfaction or concern 

When the ſpirit and morals of a people 
are diſſolved in voluptuouſneſs, and us 
conſtant attendant, corruption, they give 

themſelves. up intirely to the purſuits of 

priyate p leaſure, and care not how the 
great affairs-of the world $0 on, as long 
as they can. ores, without the 
tion, 1 the full enjoyment of their 
vourite diverſions. 

And though s/{-deſigning mini ere, in 
alag ages, have conſtantly made uſe of theſe 
methods to throw their fellow-ſubjetts 
into ſuch a Letherg yy as I have heen de- 
Cong in order to carry on their wic- 
ked de 12 s with ſafety, and many flou- 
rijhing ingdoms have been thereby de- 

ſtroyed 


pr EAS UKE, and has ſuch am; alluring 


once found admittance, that it is a mat- 


kind from its tyranny, or convince them 
of their danger, till it is too late to avoid 


Nas: | | = aa) 

Itis well known that the ſubverſion of 
the Roman commonwealth was chiefly 
occaſioned by ſuch a prevailing diſſolu- 
tion of manners, which was too. nearly 


King Charles IT. . 

But it is the peculiar bleſſing of this 
nation at preſent, that we live under an 
adminiſtration, which does not ſtand in 


the people, or lay us aſleep in luxury and 
2k for 2 the — they ſeem 
to be ſo conſcious of their integrity, and 
the juſtice of their cauſe, that they make 
uſe of all methods to awaken our atten- 
tion, and encourage us to examine their 
conduct. It is well known under whoſe 
direction a late famous book was written, 
and by whoſe authority it has been dil- 
perſed through the kingdom; which, be- 
ng an ArrEAL to the publick, gives 
every man a liberty to make ſuch farther 
Enquiries into the matters which it 
treats of, as he thinks proper; ſince — 


„XVI. h CAT 243 
ſtroyecl; yet ſuch a deceitful: den is 


vet over thoſe minds, in which it has 
ter of the utmoſt difficulty to free man 


our own caſe, in the luxurious reign of 


need of any ſuch arts to blind the eyes of 
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Cnvachuz are woeful awkward Politiciats, - 

They make lame miſchief, though they mean it well 3 

Their Int reſt is 1 finely — 5 — y 6 

But Seams are coarſcly bungled up, 11d 
| Y Dryd: Don. Sebaſt; 


Frrvay, March 16, 1727; 


Hough it is generally eſteem d 
an indecent, as well as an ins 
T2 vidious Taſk for a man to men- 
tion himſelf, or extol his own 
Family; yet in ſome caſes it he- 
comes not only excuſable, but even praiſe- 
worthy ; eſpecially when it is made neceſ- 
fary fe our Self-defence ; which I = 
will be thought a ſufficient Apology 
what I have already ſaid, and may here- 
after have occaſion to ſay concerning my 
K k oh, 
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* in anſwer 1 and Miſ. 
repreſentations of my Enemies. 
The Family of DA NVERS ( as the 
name is now contracted from the old wri- 
ting De Anvers) is of very antient ſtand- 
ing, and of no inconſiderable note in this 
Kingdom; which I cou'd eaſily prove from 
the moſt authentick Books of Heraldry, as 
I could, from other undoubted Authori- 
ties, that ſoveral of our Family have di- 
ſtinguiſh d themſelves not only in the po- 
lite profeſſions, but in the more immediate 
Tervice of their Country, both in Church 
and State, in the Camp and the Cabinet, 
with great Ability, and uncorrupt Virtue; 
and- eſpecially, of late Years, in the 
Hos or Commons, 

But as the trueſt Patriots are commonly 
moſt expoſed to obloquy and reproach, ſo 
our Houſe has not been able to eſcape the 
malice of evil-minded men, h ſhoot Ml \ 
their Arrows againſt us, even bittn fl © 
Words ; and, for want of any. juſt ground t 
for complaint or reflection, they take a 
mean pleaſure in having recourſe to our 
Name, which, being of foreign extraction, 
they endeavour to render odious to the 
people of this kingdom, who are remark- 
able for a peculiar fondneſs of their ow" 
Country, and (I hope I may ſay without 
_ too partial a prejudice againſt all 
PETS. 


4 
* 


N 


- 


AM 


G 0 


S e @d =. A, @ Gun, aa? 


As 


No XXVIII. The CxArrsuamx. 257 

As theſe are known to have been ge- 
neral national reproaches, at all times, 
and againſt all perſons, as well as ur, who 
have not the happineſs to be of Engliſh 
birth or extraction; ſo I could not have 
the weakneſs even to hope that I ſhould 
avoid them under a publick charatter, 
which naturally tends to excite Envy in 
ſome, and Hatred in others, who are en- 
gag d in a different cauſe ; for which rea- 
ſon, every man in theſe circamſtances muſt 
expect that every little ſtory to his diſad- 
vantage will be trumpt up, and the leaſt 
handle for reflection will be laid hold of 
by his Adzerſaries, in order to defeat his 
deſigns, and promote their own. 

I have ſufficiently experienc'd this al- 
ready in my own caſe ; and eſpecially with 
regard to that popular prejudice, of 
which I have been ſpeaking, againſt every 
thing that is Foxei6n., My enemies ſeem 
to take abundance of delight in ridiculing 
my Name, and have been moſt unmerci- 
fully ewitty and ſcurrilous upon that oc- 
caſion. They ſtrenuouſly maintain, that 
we came originally from Ax Tw ER, be- 
cauſe, as they obſerve, the French name 
of that Town is Ax ERS, which being at 
preſent in poſſeſſion of the Ex EROR, they 
argue from thence, that I muſt be of the 
Imperial faction, and in the German in- 
tereſt. ä f 
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I ſhall not undertake to diſprove or de- 
ny this deduction of our Original, having 
the fulleſt reaſon to believe that it is juſt 
(if tradition, hiſtory, and family records 
may be depended on) and that we camo 
over hither, from Germany, with Arch- 
biſhop CrRanmes, at the beginning of the 
Reformation, in arder ta avoid the perſe- 


cution which was ſet on foot in thoſe parts 


againſt Luther and his followers, to whoſe 
doctrines our family became early profe- 
lytes, and have ever ſince immoveably ad- 
hered, I am therefore ſa far from being 
aſham'd to derive, my Original from 
thence, that I ſhall always eſteem it as the 

teſt honour to be ally'd, even at ſuch 
a diſtance, ta a nation, where the pure 
Goſpel of Chriſt was firſt reviv'd from the 
corruptions of Rome, and to which his 
moſt excellent Majeſty King Gzorce (the 
preſent Ornament and Defender of the 
ſame Proteſtant Faith) as well as his 
Royal Family, for many ages, have owed 
their illuſtrious nativities. 

But, whatever my extraction may be, 
and whatever grateful reſpect or heredi- 
tary affection I may retain for a nation 
which was once the dulce natale ſolum of 
my anceſtors, yet it ſhall never prevail 
over my duty to this kingdom, which has 
vouchſafed to adopt me; nor draw me into 
dhe Imperial intereſt, when it is 1 

N | tent 
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ſiſtent with the welfare of Great Britain. 
On the contrary, no body can have a 
ſtronger abhorrence of the meaſures which 
have been lately taken 2 us by tle 
common enemy, nor behold, with more in- 
dignation, the famous German Faith, 
which has been ſo long proverbially uſed 
for the moſt religious adherence to Trea- 
ties and Engagements, declining into a 
term of reproach, and ſullied with accu- 

ations of ingratitude and perfidionſneſs. 
Upon reading the Memorial lately pre- 
ſented to his Majeſty by Monſieur de PAL N 
(for which that Miniſter has been juſtly 
diſmiſs'd ) I was extremely ſurpriz'd to find 
language us d in it, which would have ap- 
pear d indecent between Gentlemen, and is 
much more ſo between Cron d Heads. 
This ſeems the more extraordinary from his 
Imperial Majeſty, becauſe the utmoſt re- 
ſpect has been paid to his great character, 
and, whatever the zeal of ſome private 
Gentlemen might urge them to ſay, yet na 
bard Names, unprincely Epithets, or in- 
flaming Language has been publickly 
made uſe of, in the height of all our juſt 
indignation againſt him, But my ſurpriſe 
ceaſed, when I was inform'd, that this 
Memorial was pen'd by a German Bi her, 
in conjunction with a Renegado French 
Teſnit, who has as much influence over 
Him, as He has over ſome * 
mat 
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that Court. Theſe two perſons are, as] 

am told, employ'd at preſent in drawing 

up the Anſwer, which is promis'd in the 

Memorial, to the Enquiry lately pub- 

liſh'd here, and ſo often mention'd in this 
per. 

But as the only hopes of our enemies 
ſeemed to conſiſt in the general difincl;- 
nation of the people to new Wars, Debts 
and T axes; and the chief deſign of this 
inſolent Memorial was to exaſperate and 
inflame the Kingdom againſt the preſent 
Miniſtry, by repreſenting them as the 
ſole Authors of the diſturbances of Europe; 
ſo we have the ſatisfaction to ſee them 
grievouſly miſtaken and diſappointed in 
their expectations: for it appears from the 
Anpressts, which have been lately ſent 
np from all parts, that there never was 2 
more vigorous ſpirit of Britiſh zeal and 
loyalty amongſt our countrymen, than what 
has diſcover d itſelf upon this occaſion ; 
every Gazette abounds with the warmeſt 
profeſſions of reſentment and indignation 
againſt the enemies of their country, and 
of their chearful ſubmiſſion to any bur- 
thens, which it may be judged neceſſary to 
lay upon them, in order to deſtroy the 
Oftend Company, to ſupport Gibraltar, to 
defeat the deſigns of a Popiſh Pretenatr, 
and reſtore the tranquillity of Europ. 
The good people of Tatnes, in particular, 

| are 
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are ſo far from being in any wiſe uneaſy 
under the four ſhillings per pound, Land- 
tax, that they have made a Pree-will 
Offering of the other faxteen, and of 
every thing elſe that is dear and valu- 
able to them. Nay, that they might not 
leave the leaſt room for our enemies to 
triumph, either at home or abroad, they 
did not confine themſelves to the ordina 
method of #ddrefſing, by declaring their 
affetion to his Majeſty, and their reſolu- 
tion to ſupport Him in this vigorous man- 
ner, but ſeem to be in the moſt dutiful 
raptures with the zea/ of his glorious 
Parliament, and the conduct of his moſt iu- 
comparable Miniſtry ; in which uncommon 
ſtrain of loyalty, they have been very lau- 
dably ſeconded by the Gentlemen of 
Lynn-Regis, and by other Burroughs of 
NorFoLK and SUsSEX, 

There is indeed a noble ſpirit which 
animates all theſe Addreſſes, and makes 
them well worth the peruſal of every 
curious and honeſt Br7ton ; I will inſtance 
only one more, gig. That from the an- 
tient and Joyal corporation of Shrezwſ- 
bury, which, ſpeaking of our Artiaxce, 
lays very juſtly, as well as very elegantly, 

hat it will, in time to come, render 
the HAN OVER Enſigus more illuſtrious 
than the confederated Eagles of the Ro- 
man and Ruſſian Empires, and bind 15 

70 
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thoſe at the helm will, I doubt not, ex 
tinguiſh all the vain hopes of our ene. 
mies, and give the greateſt mortificatia 
to this Prelatical Incendiary, to ſee all his 
vile ſophiſtry rejected by the united voice 
of the People, as it has been already con. 
demn'd by their Repreſentatives aſſembled 
in Parliament. | | 

This Prelate, it ſeems, had obſtructed 
his own preferment in the Church by ſeve 
ral writings and diſcourſes, containing po- 
ſitions, which had render'd not only hi 
Orthodoxy, but even his Chriſtianity (if: 
pected : ſo that deſpairing to riſe as 4 
worthy Churchman, he determin'd to try 
his fortune as a Politician, and has fince 
wholly neglected /piritual, for the fake 
of temporal affairs. 

I cannot forbear obſerving, upon this 
occaſion, that nothing does Religion more 


prejudice than to ſee thoſe, whoſe profeſſion 
and duty it is to inculcate a contempt d 
this world for the ſake of a better, buſying 
themſelves in worldly cares, and pre 
moting differences and animoſities among 
mankind ; for it is plain that ſuch Church- 


men have no notion of any other fatur! 


ſtate, than that of TRANSLATION. 
When 
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When Eecleftaſticbt tfuſt themfelves 


actions are generally fat and cruel, 


their language unmannerly and ſcurrilous! 


for as, like Lauies, they are by their pet. 
ticoats protected from the conſequences 1 
railing; fo, like them too, they common: 
ly make uſe of that privilege. 

But, farther; a Churchman, who med- 


#Hleth with State matters irbout knowing 


them, muſt be a t man; and he, who 
does know them, muſt be a diſhone# man, 
becauſe he mult have beſtowed that appli- 
cation upon them, which was only due to 


his own profeiiton, I look upon ſuch & 


man to be guilty of ſacrilige in the higheſt 
degree; for inſtead of ſerving at the altar, 


which he Aer by, he robs the altar, whieh 


he does not ſerve at. * ü 

The late biſhop Burner, who concert d 
himſelf in thoſe affairs as muth as any man, 
and underſtood them better than moſt mo- 
dern Churehmen, was ſo conſcious of this, 
and ſo ſenſible that ſuch matters did not 
belong to him, nor become his function, 
that in his works we frequently meet witte 
the ſevereſt cenſures of ſueh practices, Which 
the force of Truth extorted from him, at 
the ſame time that they included the ſtrong- 
— of himſelf and his own 
actions, 
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I will conclude with the pleaſant obſer- 
vation of an Engliſb Author (of the ſame 
ſtamp with this ſeditious German Prelate 
tho not of the ſame Function) who ſays 
That a Parſon in Politicks is lite a Mon. 
key in a Glaſs-ſhop, where be common) 
does a great deal of Miſchief, and cannit 
poſſibly do any Good. 
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Aſſentior Platoni, nibil tam facile in animos teneros atque mol. 
les influere quam varios canendi ſonos, quorum dici vix potiſt 
quanta ſit vis in utramque pariem ; namqus et incitat lan- 
guentes & langue facit excitatos; et tum yemittit animos, tum 
contrabit; civitatumque hoc multarum in Gracia interſuit, 
antiquum vocum ſervare modum : quorum mores lapſi ad 
mollitiem, pariter ſunt immutati cum cantibus ; aut bac dul- 
cedine, corruptelaque depravati. Cicero, lib. 2. de Legibus. 
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Mo x pA, March 13. 1727. 


IS S I am very much obliged to the 
GDH} ingenious Author of the follow- 
{al 2 ing ſ Letter, ſo perhaps it will be 
expected that I ſhould make 

N ſome apology tothe Beaumonde 
for publiſhing a diſcourſe, which tends fo 
directly to impugn their moſt darling Enter- 
tainments; but I hope the Polite 1 both 
. EXECS 
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Sexes will have the goodneſs to conſider 


that it is the indiſpenſable duty of a Man of 
my age and character to correct vice and 


folly of all kinds, and under all ſhapes, 
without any regard to Parties or Perſons. 
I fincerely wiſh that there may be no weight 
in any of my Correſpondents Reaſons or 
Examples, and that we may prove the 
ſingular Inſtance of a Nation, upon whoſe 
Morals Luxury, Corruption and unmanly 
Diverſions ſhall have no Influence. How- 
ever if any Gentleman of the Academy thinks 
that he can refute theſe objections, and prove 
that no bad Conſequences ought to be juſt- 
ly apprehended from ſuch Entertainments 
in a warlike and trading Nation, I ſhall 
always be ready to give his Thoughts a 
place in my paper; Por as the ſole End of 
this Undertaking is to diſcover Truth and 


expoſe Vice, ſo I will never give into that 


law and contemptible method of Controcer- 
ſy, which has been lately introduc'd, by 
ſuffering the world to ſee only one fide of 
the Queſtion in debate. 


To Cares DANVERS, Eſq; 
SIR, 
Diſcourſe on Operas and the gayer 


£ A pleaſures of the Town may ſeem to be 
too trifling for the important ſcene of affairs 


in which we are a preſent engaged; but I 
muſt 
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great a part in the ſucces of a War, to 
make the conſideration of them foreign 
to it. A very little Reflection on Hiſtory 
will ſuggeſt this obſervation, that every 
Nation has made either a great or inconſi- 
derable figure in the world, as it has fallen 
into Luxury or reſiſted its temptations. 
What People are more diſtinguiſh'd than 
the Perfrans under Cyrus, nurs d in virtue, 
and inur d to labours and toil; and they 
again (in the ſhort ſpace of 220 years [I]) 
ſo coutemptible under Darius, as ſcarce to 
he Spartans, and the long- rulers of the 
world, the Romans, ſpeak the ſame lan- 

age; and I wiſh future Hiſtory does not 
min more modern Examples. 

When the mind is enervated by Luxury, 


the body ſoon falls an eaſy Victim to it: 


for how is it poſſible to imagine that a man 


can be capable of the great and generous. 


ſentiments. which virtue inſpires, whoſe 


mind is fill'd with the foft ideas, and wan- 


ton delicacies that pleaſure muſt infuſe ? and 
were it-pollible-to be warm' d with ſuch no- 


tions, could it ever put them in execution? 


for toils and fatigues would be difficulties un- 
ſarmountable to a Soul diſſolv'd in eaſe. Nor 


are theſe the imaginary ſpeculative Ideas 


of a cloſet ; but ſuch as have been the guide 


and' 
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ud policies of the wiſeſt States. Of this we 
dave the moſt remarkable Inſtance in Hero- 
hu: The Perfrans, after their great 
« and extended conquelts, deiired Cyrus to 
give them leave to remove out of their 
« own barren and mountainous Country - 
© into. one more bleſt by the indulgence of 
“ Providence. But that great and wiſe 
© Prince revolving the effect in his mind, 
bid them do as they would; but at the 
« ſame time told them, that for the future 
* they muſt not expect to command, but 
* obey; for Providence had ſo order'd it, 
* that an effeminate race of People were 
* the certain produce of a delicious country. 
What regard the great Hiſtorian had to this 
opinion may be eaſily collected from his re- 
ſerving it for the concluſion of this excel- 
lent piece. And the Caſe is directly the 
ame, whether pleaſures are the natural pro- 
duct of a Country, or adventitious Exoticks. 
They will have the ſame effect, and cauſe 
tie ſame extended ruin. How often has 
tlis reveng'd the captive's canſe, and made 
lhe Conqueror's ſword the Inſtrument of his 
un undoing. Capua deſtroy d the braveſt 
amy which [ray ever ſaw, fluſh'd with 
conqueſt, and commanded by Hannibal. 
de moment Capua was taken, that moment 
te Walls of Carthage trem led. What 
Was it that def roy'd the Republik of A. 
eng, but the conduct of Pericles { 2 IC who 
WS | ani... 


[2] Plut, in Pevich. & Demoſ. erat. 
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by his pernicious politicks firſt debauchd 
the People's minds with Shews and Feſi. 
vals, and all the ſtudied arts of Eaſe and 
Luxury, that he might, in the mean time, 
ſecurely guide the Reins of Empire, and 
riot in Dominion. He firſt laid the Foun- 
dation of Philip's power; nor had a man of 
Macedon ever thought of enſlaving Creece, 
if Pericles had not firſt made them ſlaves 
to pleaſure. | [3] The great Stateſman 7. 
berins clearly ſaw, what was the ſureſt in- 
ſtrument of arbitrary power, and therefore 
refus d to have Luxury redrefled, when ap- 
plication was made to him in the Senate for 
that purpoſe. Artful Princes have frequent: 
ly. with that very view introduced it. Da- 
cla tells ns, that in an interview and ſem- 
blance of Treaty with the King of Nazar, 
Catharine of Medicis broke the - Prince' 
power more with the inſidious gayeties of her 
court, than many Battles before had done. 
But there is a ſingle paſſage in [4 ] Herods 
tus which will ſupply the place of more 
Qnotations, © When Cyrus had received 
« an account that the Lydians had revolted 
from him, he with a good deal of Emotion 
« told Craſus, that he had almoſt deter- 
e mined to make them all Slaves: Craft 
cc beg'd him to pardon them; but, ſays — 

that 


— 


1 — 
— — — — — 


[3] Tac. An. Lib. 2. cap. 33. [A] Herod. Lib. 1. cap. 1595 
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« that they may no more-rebel, or be 
© troubleſome to you, command them to 
« lay alide their arms, to wear long veſts 
“ and buskins; order them to ſing and 
4 play on the harp, to drink and debauch, 
and you'll ſoon ſee their ſpirits broken, 
e and themſelves changed from Men into 
« Women; fo that they will no more re- 
© bel, or be uneaſy to you for the future. 
And the event anſwer'd the advice. They 
are puny Politicians who attack a People's 
liberty directly; the means are dangerous, 
and the ſucceſs precarious; notions of Li- 
berty are interwoven with our very Being; 
and the leaſt ſuſpicion of its being in dan- 
ger fires the ſoul with a generous indigna- 
tion, But he is the Stateſman formed for 
ruin and deſtruction, whoſe wily head knows 
how to diſguiſe the fatal hook with Baits of 
pleaſure, which his artful Ambition diſpenſes 
with a laviſh hand, and makes himſelf 
popular in undoing : thus are the eaſy, 
thoughtleſs crowd made the Inſtruments of 
their own flavery; nor do they know the 
fatal mine is laid, till they feel the goodly 
Pile come tumbling on their heads. This 
i the finiſh'd Politician, the darling Son 
of Machiavel and Tacitus. 

But, thanks to Providence, the ſacred 
monuments of Hiſtory extend the ſhort con- 
tracted ſpan of human Life, and give us 
years in Books. Theſe point out the glo- 

| Tioug 


270 The Cgarrs Ax. Ne XXI 
rious Landmarks for our ay, and bid us be 
wiſe in time, before Luxury 5 made to 
great a progreſs among us. Operas and 
alan es, and all the politer elegancie 
of a wanton age, are much leſs to be regard. 
ed for their expence (great as it is) than fr 
the Tendency which they have to depraye 
our manners. Mus ic has ſomething ſo 
peculiar in it, that it exerts a willing Ty. 
ranny over the mind, and forms the duciil 
Soul into whatever ſhape the melody di. 
recs. Wiſe nations have obſerv'd its influ- 
ence, and have therefore kept it under pro- 
pu regulations. The [ 5 ] Spartans, vigi- 
antly provident for the People's ſafety, took 
from the famed Timotheus's harp the add. 

tional ſtrings, as giving his Muſick a de 
of ſoftneſs inconſiſtent with their diſcipline, 
The divine Plato is expreſsly of opinion 
that the Muſick of a Country cannot be 
changed, and the publick laws remain un- 
affected. Heroes will be Heroes, even in 
their Muſick. Soft and wanton are the 
warbled Songs of [6] Paris; but [7] A 
chilles ſings the Godlike deeds of Heroes. 
A noble, manly Muſick will place virtue 
in its moſt beautiful Light, and be the moſt 
: | ; el · 


1 


— — 


[5] Cicero, Iib. 2. de leg. cap. 39. [6] Hor. lib; 1, Od. 14 

Grataq, fœminis, | | 

Imbelli:cithara, carmina divides, 
C7] Hom. Iliad. 9. 189. 
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engaging incentive to it. A well wrought 
Story, attended with its prevailing charms, 
will tranſport. the Soul out of it ſelf; fire it 
with glorious Emulation, and lift the man 
into an Hero; but the foft Italiun Muſick 
relaxes and unnerves the Soul, and ſinks it 
into weakneſs; fo that while we receive 
their Muſick, we at the ſame time are a- 
dopting their manners. The effects of it 
will appear in their ſtrongeſt light from the 
fate of the People of Spbaris, which was 4 
Town in [raly, 115 and wealthy, bleſt 
with all the goods of fortune, and ſxill'd 
in all the Arts of Luxury and eaſe; which 
they carried to ſo great an exceſs, that their 
very Horſes were taught to move and form 
themſelves as the. Muſick directed: their 
conſtant enemies the, People of Crotona ob- 
ſerving this, brought a great number of 
Harps and Pipes into the field, and when 
the battle began, the Muſick play'd; upon 
which theſe well-bred Horſes immediately 
began to dance, which ſo diſconcerted the 
knole army, that 306,000 were killd 

and the whole people deſtroy d. What ef- 
ect [alin Muſick might have on Gur po- 
lite Warriors at ihraltar, I cant take up- 
da me to ſay; but I wiſh their Luxury at 
tome, may not influence their Courage 

road, | 
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| Monvar, March 20. 
7 CALERB D'ANVERS, Eſq; 


Hough you have not publiſhed, 
according to your promiſe, 4 
PE account of the whole affair rt- 
el /ating to your Man Rosin, 
83 and the motives which indi- 
ced you to proceed, in a gentle manner, 
with ſo, ungrateful and refractory a ſer 
vant ; yet, it is very pleaſing to your friends, 
that they can now ſafely communicate 
their thoughts, ſince you have ordered yout 
Letters to be taken in by your Bookſeller: 
indeed, Mr. D' Anvers, it was no {mall 
grievance to have them intercepted, and 
ſtifled, as they were very frequently before; 
for, how ſhall your poor Tenants and 


Servants be redreſs'd, when they are in- 


jured, if the Channel, throngh which their 


Complaints are to be convey'd, is inter 


rupted or ſtopped up? _ 
To give you an inſtance of the candou 


of your Servants, and their regard to tis 


intereſt of your Tenants, among many c 
ther 
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thers, which may be enumerated; they 
were often applied to, in relation to ſome 
Als of violence, committed by the Count 
PwiL1PEAUX'S ſervants, without receiving 
any manner of ſatisfaction , except fair 
ſpeeches, and promiſes, which they are ve- 

bountiful in beſtowing; yet, I am infor- 
med, that they have //nce made uſe of thoſe 
very complaints, upon ſome other differen- 
ces between you and that gentleman, which 
is like to end in a troubleſome and ex- 
penſive Lat ſuit; not that thoſe unhap- 
py people will be in any wiſe the better 
for it; but it ſerves a turn at this preſent 
juncture : had they adviſed you to reſent 


- 


thoſe abuſes in time, it might have preven- 


ted ſome other injuries, which you have 


ſuſtain d; for Mankind are apt to impoſe 
on T hoſe, who will either bear it, or make 
the leaſt conceſſion. 

It has often grieved me, when I was at 
one of your Plantations, which is eſteem- 
ed the moſt conſiderable of them all, to ſee 
the ruinous condition it was in, and the 
little care that was taken to improve, or 
keep it in order; for it was over-run with 
weeds, and the encloſures were all broken 
down, ſo that no man's property could be 
diſtinguiſh'd, or aſſerted; the neighbours 
cattle ranged in the corn- fields, and mea- 
dows; and your Tenants were daily in- 
ſulted, nay plunder'd, without being able 

Mm 2 to 
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to obtain any kind of redreſs; your Stem. 
ards and Servants at home, as well a; 
thoſe abroad, were too intent upon their 
own private affairs, to have any regard 
to thoſe oppreii.qns, or indeed to your ho- 
nour and intereſt, which were affected 
thereby: and how can it be otherwiſe, 
when your Plantations are generally under 
the direction of indigent and {gnorant per- 
ſons? Can you reaſonably expect to be 
better ſerved by ſuch men, or that your in- 
tereſt, in thoſe parts, can be improved, or 
even preſerved from deſtruction, unleſs more 
care is taken of them? What complaints 
are daily made of the infolent behaviour of 
| ſome of your domeſticks, and the corrupt 
practices of others * If They, who are un- 
der your eye, behave in that manner, does 
it not argue, that there is a neceiity for 
Thoſe to be laid under a greater reſtraint, 
who are at a diſtance, and veſted with 
powers too extenſive to be repolited in the 
hands of any mortal; he generality of man- 
kind being Tyrants in their nature, and 
vot to be truſted with an unlimited power? 
I could wiſh, Sr, that you would now 
and then, of an evening, come 270g to 
the publick coee-huuſes, as ſome of your 
redeceſſors have done; for then you will 
— truly informed of the opinions and ſen- 
timents of mankind, who cannot be ſuſ- 
ed of any ſiniſter deſigns, ſince you will, 
by that means, be unknown to them, It 
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It was pleaſant enough, the other day, 
to hear one of your menial ſervants , a 
creature of Rosin's, after many invectives, 
and baſe inſinuations, aſſert, with a con- 
fident air, that you are not the author of 
the Crafi/man, but that thoſe papers are 
written by ſome of your difcarded ſer- 
cants, to vent their ſpleen and malice, and 
that they impoſe upon the world, by pre- 
wg your name to them : nay, he had 
the aſſurance to mention ſome particular 
Perſons, who are not only incapable of any 
low deſigns, but are as eminent for their 
wit and fine parts, as for their probity and 
untainted cirtue. 

I cannot help making one obſervation more. 
Since you appointed Dr. King phyſician to 
your family, and recommended his no- 
frums to the world, your ſervants, and 
ſome of your T enants in Staffordſhire, are 
ſo wonderfully fond of his preſcriptions, that 
they look on thoſe, who are not of ſo ha 
py a conſtitution, as to be able to ſwallow 
or digeſt them, either diſaffected to your 
perſon, or to be in an ill habit of body; 
for my part, tho'I have a very great perſonal 
regard for you, and perhaps may allow 
the Doctor to be an ingenious gentleman ; 
yet, methinks, 'tis very hard that a man 
muſt be abuſed, or ſuffer in his character, 
becauſe he has not the ſame opinion of your 
Operator. It is certain, whatever improve- 

ments 


2768 The CrarrsMan. No xxx. 
ments he has made, he does not pretend 
that thoſe noſtrums are his own, but that 
he learnt them of the famous Dr. C a t1- 
LINE; nor, indeed, are they infallible 
remedies, for they only patch and pal. 
liate, and have not been known to perfect 
any one cure : this is evident from the con- 
tinual ſupplies which he is obliged to fur- 
niſh his patients with, fearing they will 
otherwiſe relapſe into their former diſtem- 

pers. | 
Now, Sir, give me leave to make ſome 
mention of my ſelf, and to deſire a favour 
of you: I was once a very active man, and 
have been in ſeveral parts of the world; 
but as J am advanced in life, I feel ſome 
of the infirmities of old age creeping upon 
me, 1g. a ſtrong propenſity to getting of 
money, and to live in a ſedentary way; I 
ſhould therefore be glad of a place, that 
will bring in much, and require Iittle to be 
done for it: ſeveral of my neighbours, by 
your bounty, enjoy themſelves after that 
manner; which makes me deſirous of do- 
ing the fame. What I am moſt inclined 
to, is a good benefce; for I am informed 
that you have ſeveral in your gift, 1am 
not, indeed, in orders; but why may not 
I act by a deputy, as well as another? 
am ſure, it is altozether as reaſonable, and 
may as juſtly be diſpenſed with, as many 
things which are tolerated by yorr favur 
rite 
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rite ſercants, whom you confide in. I 
muſt own my ſelf defective in ſome faſhio- 
nable qualities, and thar I am one of thoſe 
unfortunate fellows, who dare not act re- 
pugnant to Reaſon, or the dictates of my 
own Conſcience : it is likewiſe a misfortune 
to me, that 1 am not allied to, nor even 
acquainted with any of your domeſticks, 
and therefore I might probably fail of ob- 
taining their favour and recommendation, 
though I was maſter of the neceſſary talents 
of Hing, pimping, &c. but, notwithſtan- 
ding theſe diſcowagements, I have hopes 
of overcoming them, if you are diſpoſed ; 
for I am maſter of ſome arguments if ſuch 
weight, as ſeldom fail to convince men of 
their reaſon and underſtanding ; nay, ra- 
ther than be diſappointed, I will allow 
them one Half of the profits, as I am told 
many others do; for certainly there is a 
00d deal of reaſon and truth in an old 
Engliſh proverb, that, Half a loaf is bet- 
ter than no bread. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 
Next week will be publiſhed, 


The RxASONABLENESS of CONFORMITY 
to the Meaſures of a Court; in which all 
political Examination and private udg- 
ment will be proved to be abſolutely and 
properly inconſiſtent with the Nature = p 

7 
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End of Civil Government. To which 
will be added an Appendix, containing 


ſome perſuaſive Confiderations on the Pg 0- 
FITABLENESS of ſuch CONFORMITY. 


=== quocungque modo REM. Hor, 
Printed by V. V. and fold by T. JF. in 
Pater-nofter-ro , 


By whom to morrow will be Publiſhed 4 
net Paper, Entituled, 


The Lys or THE Day; N® J. demon- 
rating that Liberty tends to the deſtruc- 
tion of a free People; and that Patriotiſm 
is only Treaſon in diſguiſe ; with Tome ar- 
guments to ſhew that a JacosiTz and a 
Dissxx TER from the PRERSENT Minist&y 
are ſynonymous Terms. 

To be continued every day in the Week, 
except Sundays. By a Cub of Gentlemen 
near Sr. FAMES 5. 


T be 


No XXX. The CaArfrsMAR ? 159 


2 . / 
= ON. A Y WE, 


The CRAFTSMAN». Ne XXXI. 


- 'F Rus WW 


— Dic, SENIOR, build digniſſime, neſcis 
uot habeat veneres aliena petunia ? neſcis 
uem tua ſimplicitas riſum vulgo moveat, cim 

Evigis a Tuoquam ne pejeret, & putet ullis 

Effe aliquod numen Templis, Areqz rubenti 7 
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Friar, March 24. 1727, 


F 1 can't but be matter of great 
l ſatqis faction to me, in the pro- 
c ſſecution of this undertaking, 
that no arguments have been 
urged by any of the Writers, 
who have ſprung up againſt me, but ſuch 
as would equally ſerve to diſcredit the zeal 
of the worthieſt Patriots or the beſt=delign- 
ing Anthors, and might as juſtly be made 
uſe of to defend the zwworſ? Miniſters that 
ever were in the world, as to vindicate 
Thiſe, for whoſe ſervice they have been ad- 
vanced. 5 
Though none of the writings of my ad- 
verſaries have met with fuch 4 feception 
from the Publick as can make me in any 
wiſe uneaſy, or be thought to deſerve any 
anſwer; yet it may not be improper to 
take a ſhort review of the general topicks, 
Nn whieh 
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which have been moſt inſiſted on; from 
whence it will appear to what low ſhift 
and miſerable ſubterfuges they have been 
driven; and how even thoſe men, who 
have formerly written with credit and ſuc- 
ceſs, are obliged to ſacrifice their reputa- 
tion, when they engage in the defence of 
an unjuſt cauſe. 

One great charge, which I have ſuffered 
under, in common with many other Gen- 
tlemen, is, that I was mov'd to this under- 
taking by perſonal prejudice, and write 
out of pique, diſappointment and revenge; 
a charge, which has been very loudly and 
confidently repeated by every vile Tool and 
wretched Court-ſcribler againſt me; : nay, 
ſome of them have gone. further, and not 
content with ſetting me forth as a diſguſted 
malecontent, have endeavour'd to foiſt dif- 
affettion upon me, and make me a Jaco- 
bite in ſpight of my teeth. Though I am 
_ conſcious of my own innocence in all theſe 

rticulars, yet I am not in the leaſt aſto- 
niſhed at fuch imputations, becauſe it is a 
known artifice of had Miniſters to repre- 
ſent all diſapprobation of their meaſures as 
proceeding from the ſame motives, and to 
pronounce any oppolition, which they meet 
with, to be the effect of ſome ſecret deſign 
againſt the Prince, whom they ſerve. But 
as this is my hard lot at preſent, ſo I have 


the pleaſure to refle& that it hath been 
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equally the fate of many worthy men in 
all ages, and particularly of ſome moſt in- 
comparable Perſons, but a few years ago ; 
as I ſhall prove at large in my next, by a 
faithful abſtra& of thoſe papers which were 
publiſhed at that time againſt them; and in a 
ſucceeding one, I will produce the anſwers, 
which They and their ſeconds made to thoſe 
objections, leaving the reader to determine, 
whether they- will not equally ſerve to vin- 
dicate the conduct of thoſe Gentlemen, who 
ſuffer at preſent under the like imputations. 
The next objection, which has been fre- 
quently made to theſe papers, is that I am 
guilty of Aiſingenuity and a mean deſign of 
calumniating men in high ſtations under 
ſeigned charatters, and by other indirect 
methods, ſuch as Irontes, Allegories, Pa- 
rallels, and remote Innuendoes; which 
are called low arts, unworthy of a gene- 
rous adverſary, and certain marks that I 
am not influenced by any regard to the 
publick good, but by private views and 
ſiniſter ill deſigns. 
In order to make this the more plauſible, 
a great deal of pains hath been taken to 
diſtinguiſh between Calumny and puſt Aecu- 
ſation, which are, no doubt, very eſſentially 
different from one another, as a certain wor- 
thy Author. judiciouſly obſerves, when he ſays 
that“ In one caſe a man muſt produce his 
evidence, name his witneſſes, give his 
Nnz rea- 
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*: reaſons, be particular as to perſons, Pla- 


e ces, times, circumſtances. In the other, 
vou will meet with little elſe than innu- 
* endoes ;. general poſitions ; meer aſſer- 
* tions without proof; failings magnined 
* into faults; overſights repreſented as 
* high crimes; the circumPances of things 
*. over-looked; odious or invidious caſes 
put; diferent times compared, without 
© the difference of the circumſtances of 
7e things, &c.” from whence it is infeir d, 
that no man in power ought to be accuſed, 
but in ſuch a publick, open and judicial 


R A 


manner; and that all other methods of ex- 


poling or attacking his reputation, however 
juſtly, are baſe and ſcandalous, and ought 
to be rejected with contempt as meer ob/c- 
guy and ſcandal. . 

I ſhall make but one general reply to all this 
delicate reaſoning, and leave thoſe political 
caſuiſts, for the future, to ring the changes 
on the ſame darling topick, as long as they 
pleaſe, without any interruption. 

In the firſt place, I abſolutely deny the 
truth of this charge, or that I have any o- 
ther deſign in my preſent undertaking than 
to expoſe Vice in general, and vindicate 
the honour of my Country, without allu- 
ding to particular perſons. But if two Caſes 
happen to be ſo much alike, that the gene- 
rality of the world will compare what I 
relate of former times to the preſent; or 

| any 


Ne XXXI. The CRAr TMN. 283 


any great men will apply bad characters to 
themſelves, I do not think my ſelf anſwe- 
rable for ſuch applications, ſince I cannot 
direct the opinions of the Publick, nor pre- 
vent the reflections of another man's con- 
ſcience. | 

In the ſecond place, I cannot agree with 
this author that all methods of accuſing 
Great men, except in a judicial manner, 
are either mean or unjuſtifiable; for I mult 
here take the liberty to diſtinguiſh, in my 
turn, between accuſations of private per- 
ſons and of men in authority. In the for- 
mer caſe, the laws are always open, and 
the party injured may reaſonably expect 
juſtice, without any apprehenſions from the 
power or riches of the criminal ; which 
makes all other kinds of accuſation imper- 
tinent and ſcandalous: but in the /ater, 
we muſt not always rely on the moſt equi- 
table proceedings or the juſteſt determina- 
tion; for Great men have frequent oppor- 
tunities of ſcreening themſelves, in ſuch a 
manner, by cabals, alliances, corruption, 
or the favour of an indulgent Prince, that 
it is commonly very difficult to bring them 
to condign puniſhment, even when they are 
guilty of the moſt notorious oppreſſions, 
and are puolickly complained of as the 
nuiſances of their Country. 
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As there are times for all things, ſo 
there is more eſpecially a proper ſeaſon for 
bringing great Ofenders to juſtice, which 
ought not to be undertaken raſhly and un- 
adviſedly, but with due deliberation, and 
at fit opportunities, when there is a general 
cry for vengeance and redreſs. Things 
mult be firſt ſet in a true light; the eyes of 
the People muſt be open'd ; the force of 
Prejudice mult be overcome; the influence 
of power muſt be withdrawn, and ſeveral 
preparatory ſteps are neceſlary to be taken, 
before an ozer-grown criminal can bo 
brought to a fair tryal, or Juſtice can be 
done to an injur'd Nation. 

To accuſe a publick Miniſter in the 2e- 
nith of his power, would be madneſs or 
folly ; becauſe ſuch a fruitleſs attempt muſt 
end in his triumph and the completion of 
his deſigns. Accordingly we may obſerve, 
that ſeveral zwicked Miniſters, when they 
have found themſelves waining in their au- 
thority, have defy'd their adverſaries with 
more than ordinary inſolence, and endea- 
voured to provoke them to a publick accu- 
ſation, before matters were ſufficiently ri- 
pen'd for it; well knowing that an abor- 
tice IMPEACHMENT would ſerve their turn 
as well as the molt comprehenſive Act of 
INDEMNITY, 


But 
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But it has always been a practice, un- 
der the moſt corrupt adminiſtrations, to 
quote examples and draw parallels out of 
Hiſtory, in order to prove what effect the 
ſame male- practices have had on different 
ſtates, or on the ſame ſtates in former ages; 
nor can this be looked upon as iſingenu- 
ous or a libel on the preſent Miniſters of 
any Kingdom, any more than a comment 
on the Jen Commandments can be called a 
libel on every notorious ſinner in the pariſh. 

I grant, indeed, that it would be 


more honourable, as well as more nſeful, 


to write without iſguiſe, provided it were 
equally /afe. But would not any man be 
eſteemed a /unatick, who ſhould, in plain 
terms, attack ſuch a monſter as Wolſey or 
Buckingham, in the plenitude of their pow- 
er; eſpecially, if he has any parallel in- 
fances at hand, or can throw the ſame 
thoughts under ſhades and allegories? I 
appeal to thoſe gentlemen, who ſeem moſt 
diſturbed at this manner of writing, whe- 
ther they thought it, in any wiſe, d iſinge- 
nous when they practiſed it themſelves, 
with great freedom, both in the late and 
the preſent reign. . 

If ſuch objectors were to put their mean- 
Ing into plain Engliſh, it would run much 
in this manner. For God's ſake, Gen- 
tlemen, why don't you ſpeak out, and 


" ſubje& yourſelves to thoſe penalties, 


vo 


which 
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© which we long to inflict upon you. Me. 


thinks it is very iſingenuous in you to 
* ſculk behind the /azys, and publiſh no- 
* thing but what you can juſtify.” 

Such a complaint of di{engenuity is very 
extraordinary at this particular juncture; 
for it ſeems highly unreaſonable to expect 
that any man ſhould ſpeak or write on 
theſe ſubjects without reſeroe, at a time, 
when even ſuppoſed ironies, imaginary 
parallels, and forced innutndoes are, by 
ſome perſons, thought not to be exempt 
from the penalties of the Law. 

However, if theſe worthy gentlemen, 
who ſo courteouſly invite us to lay ourſelves 
open to the mercy of great men, will un- 
dertake to obtain a further extention of the 
liberty of the Preſs, or procure a ſufficient 
warrant for writing with impunity, and 
without any reſtraint, on theſe ſubjects, ! 
don't know what I may be tempted to do: 
but till I am aſſured of ſuch an indemniti- 
cation, I ſhall content my ſelf with pub- 
liſhing theſe plain, general, inoffenſive Lec- 
tures of political morality, for the diſcharge 
of my own conſcience, and leave my 10- 
ving countrymen to make, or not to make; 
any applications, as they ſhail judge pro- 

r. 

But the moſt extraordinary objection a- 
inſt me, is, that I have preſumptuouſſ) 


advanced ſeveral untowardly arguments a- 
gaink 
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inſt publick corruption, and perverſely 
— to recommend frugality as g 
national virtue: but I have this to urge in 
my excuſe, that however the former may 
prevail amongſt us; and however the /at- 
ter may ſeem to have been diſcountenari- 
ced; yet ſo much decency has been hitherto 
preſerved, that no Perſon, except the au- 
thor of a late pamphlet entituled, CLopws 
and Cicz xo, has thought fit openly to de- 
fend the one or explode the other. N 

Theſe, it ſeems, were mean, prevarica- 
ting compliances, in the opinion of this 
writer, who reſolved to be more ingenuous 
himſelf, and, ſcorning to mince matters, or 
conceal any truth, hath not been aſhamed 
to ſpread abroad in the world a publick 
an avowed defence ot bribery, corrup- 
tion, and venality. 

He tells us very frankly, that, Some 
public corruptions there are of that 
* ſtrength aud prevalence, that, however 
* ſhameful and pernicious they may be, 
* they muſt yet be ſuffered to remain. 
And ſeems to inſinuate (at leaſt by a ſtrong- 
er Innuendo than any can be charged upon 
my writings) that, Such is the ſituation 
F things, that meaſures ſtrictly virtuous 
world bring preſent confuſion ; and that 
an endeavour to reform world overturn 
the Conſt itntion. 
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*— 22222 jw IE y tenets, 
e produces feveral examples of great 
who have periſhed in the * — 
lar Liberty, and in their attempts to re- 
move publick corrupt ions and enormities, 
952, the two famous Eracebi; Apis and 
Gleomenes, Kings of Sparta; and the S- 
cond Brutus; from whence he ſeems to 
draw. this concluſion, that, No man, for 
the future, ought to make the like at- 
tempts ; whereas, methinks, the proper in- 
ference of an honeſt Briton ſhould be, that 
we ought to follow the example of theſe 
noble Patriots, in aſſerting the Liberties of 
our Country, and not to be deterr'd by any 
difficulties, or even death 7r/elf, from pur- 
ſuing the ſame glorious Cauſe. 
He then, with an inſulting air, puts the 
following queſtions: ** What have availed 
* all our ſumptuary Laws? What all 
* thoſe againſt Gaming and ' Duelling ? 
What thoſe againſt Bribery? only to 
% demonſtrate how much more force there 
js in Luxury, and Vanity, and Hoarice, 
* than there is in Laws with all their pe- 
« nalties? his is indeed too true; but 
I am willing to hope that they have at leaſt 
ſome influence, and may poſſibly keep ma- 
ny men from being more bare- fac d in their 
iniquities; they hang over their heads in 
terrorem, and may in any flagrant caſe be 
put 
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put in execution; for which reaſon, hows 
ever ineffectual they may be at preſent, 
LO be very forry to ſeo them re 
Y He endegvgurs to diſcourage - publick 
ſrugality (which he ek nowledges to be an 
excellent oirtus) in the ſame manner tha? 
he patronizes public corruption (which he 
allows to be a ſhameſuf and pernicious 
vice) by telling us that it was the have of 


the Emperour alba, who was murdered 


by his ſoldiers for refuſing to bribe them; 
upon which he obſerves that, The Ro- 
mans were then come to that paſs of 
i ſordidneſs and venaljty, that they would 
* not do their duty; no, not fave their 
* Country without /zcre, and wages ex- 
* traordinary. This was a melancholy 
« evil; but it was neceſſary : for without 
it, the State could not ſub/e/t. 

I need not explain the doctrine which is 
imply'd in this paragraph, ſince it is fo 
very obvious, that it cannot poſſibly eſcape 
the ſhalloweſt apprehenſion, 

I will conclude with one more objec- 
tion to thefe papers, which is, That ſuch 
general incectices (as they are called) 
might be equally applied to any miniſters, 
however honeſt and o©irtuous; whereas I 
think it might be much more ſtrongly ob- 
jected againſt theſe writers, that their ge- 

O 0 2 nerat 
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nora ier and panegyricks would 
e to flatter und 56 any ad- 
miniſtration, however corrupt; for my 
papers, which conſiſt of | wt ſatire a- 
gainſt wicked men, will loſe their effe& 
and ceaſe to be ſevere, when they are ap- 
ply'd to perſons who are not guilty, or, at 
leaſt, not generally ſuppoſed to be guilty 
the crimes which they condemn; where- 
as the writings of my adverſaries, eſpeci- 
ally of the author whom I mentioned laſt, 
are not calculated ſo much to prove the in- 
nocence of thoſe perſons, for whoſe ſer- 
vice they are publiſhed, as to palliate con- 
feſſed guilt, and vindicate notorious cor- ' 
ruption. | 2 5 
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——quieſcant porro moneo, & deſinant 
Maledicere, Malefacta ne noſcant Cc 


Monpay, March 27. 1727. 


s the blackeſt deſigns are often 
9} cover'd with the faireſt preten- 
I ces, in order to prevent detec- 
tion and impoſe on the Publick ; 
ſo the beſt diſpoſitions, and the 
worthieſt actions, are ſubject to ill-natur'd 
gloſſes and falſe repreſentations, I have 
met with ſome modern philoſophers, who 


from fear , that humility is commonly 
founded in pride, and /iberality to others 
derived from ſe/f-love : but the political 
cirtues are more eſpecially liable to ſuch 
nvidious comments, which the malice of 
oppolite parties is always ready to fix upon 
them ; from whence it comes to paſs, that 
the warmeſt patriotiſm and ſincereſt con- 
cem for the publick Cocd, ars often ſet 
forth in the moſt oppolite light, and impu- 
ed to prizate pigue, diſappointment, and 

| ambition. 


Ter. 


maintain that courage proceeds originally - 
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ambition. This was the caſe of ſever; 
honourable Gentlemen about nine years agy 
who were moſt infamoufly afperſed and in 
ſalted for Res16N1NG their employment; 
and withdrawing their concurrence to ſony 
meaſures which were then carrying on. 
That the truth of what I have been o- 
ſerving on this head may the more evident « 
ly appear, I have thought fit to preſent the « 
reader with ſome remarkable exrraffs on 
of a malicious treatiſe, which was publ. 
ſhed at that time with the countenance d 
authority, tending chiefly to blacken the 
characters of 72wo moſt excellent perſon 
who have out- liv d thoſe aſperſions, and 
reign at preſent in the higheſt favour d 
their Prince, and the general eſteem d 
their fellow-ſubjects. 


Extras from a Pamphlet ent 
tuled, The DEFECTION e 
fider'd, &c. printed in tt 
Year 1717. 


(Pag. 9.) © &rangers think theſe qu! 

*© rels among men, whoſe principles a 
© the beſt calculated for the good of m 
* kind, muſt have ſome extraord!n 
ren ſons; they can't well imagine, 
* 7 hey, who have cauſed thoſe diviios 
gave nothing to object againſt the f 
« | 
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« {ent adminiſtration; and that it it chief- 
« ly for the ſake of a {angle perſon, who, 


not content with the molt beneficial poſts, 


© threw up in a per, becauſe he could not 
4 govern every thing ; and then confedera- 
© ted with ſuch, as, till the moment he de- 
« clared himſelf a country gentleman, he 
6 continually repreſented as the o/c? of 
© men, and 7raytors to their King and 
© Country. 

(Pag. 19.) © Men in high ſtations, tho 
© they have fine and florid parts, yet if 
* they want ſalid ſenſe and a good ſtock 
« of real ©irtue, to enable them to bear 
© their grandeur with moderation, grow 
* 7iddy and inſolent upon their exaltation, 
« and believing every thing due to their 
* ſuperzor merit, form ſchemes of E x- 
© 6ROSSING their Royal Maſter, and 
© think they are affronted if any of their 
* Crearures wy well ſoever they may 
“ deſerve it) are turn'd out; or their 
* prince beſtows his favours without their 
© leave; and rather than ſuffer this, they 
© will throw up, though in the middle of 
* a ſeſſion, and not ſcruple to embrorl the 
* publick affairs, in order to make them- 
* ſelves neceſlary, and to force the Prince 
* to part with Thoſe, who, he judges, beſt 


* deſerve his kindneſs, and to employ - 


® none but them and their creatures. 


(Pag. 
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(Pag. 20.) That ſuch a deſign was on 
" when the King went abroad, i; 
© plain from 72v0 perſons threatening to lay 
* down, if that moſt noble Peer, employ- 
* ed fince with ſo much reputation, was 
made the third ſecretary of ſtate; this 
* tnſolence, their great intimacy with a 
*® G=----! in diſgrace, and truſty H- 
© being officiouſly fent with a ſcheme for 
* the Parliament's ſitting during the King's 
* abſence, ſhock'd many people, though 
* far from imagining they were capable d 
* aQing, what ſince has been done. 
| © If a certain gentleman contrived this 
© ſcheme to get the af, and gorern 
England, even his inſtruments can't 
* hope to keep their poſts, but by an ob- 
* ſequious, /Iaviſh compliance; for who- 
© ever is inſolent to his Prince, will be 
e intolerable, when in power, to his fel- 
* low-ſubjetts ; and he muſt have a vitiated 
© taſte indeed, who thinks it not better to 
* ſerve a good King, of whoſe favour he 
* may be ſure as long as he does his duty, 
* than be a ace to any fellow-ſuljelt ; 
* eſpecially one, who lately would have 
* thought himſelf very fortunate, if, in- 
© ſtead of forming ſchemes for govern- 
« ing theſe Kingdoms, he could have found 
* means of being freed from the 7znconce- 
* niencies he then labour'd under. 
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“ Quitting of Places is no crime; but 
« if ſeveral cabal to throw up, when the 


« Government has moſt occaſion for their 


te ſervice, in order to force it to comply 
« yyith their unreaſonable demands, this is 
« a very criminal conſpiracy ; eſpecially 
e in that perſon, who has not only got 
« incredible ſums for bimſelf; but who 
© could ask nothing of his generous maſter 
* (and all the world knows, he is none of 
te the moſt modeſt} in acting) for his chil- 
te dren, relations and friends, but what 
« has been given him: this muſt fill every 
© honeſt Br#ron with indignation againſt 
* ſuch cile ingratitude. | 

(Pag. 25.) A brave man, if driven to 
* extremity, would rather employ one, 
* who had been an open enemy, than a 
* treacherotts friend; who has convinced 
* the world, that there is no ye capable 
* to hold him, but that he is ready to ſa- 


© crifice every thing to his intereſt, am- 
. * bitfon and revenge. 


(Pag. 29.) © Moſt people thought (and 

* I own I was of the number) that the 
* uſage this gentleman met with from the 
* Tories was ſufficient to ſhew that no 
* price could gain him ; but, in truth, they 
did not conſider, that after the J//Þ1gs 
had been charged with cheating and 
plundering the Publick, and no proof 
* was made of it, a ©ote of the Houſe of 
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Commons, of a breach of truſt and ng- 
torious corruption in any man among 
them, who had been employed in ſuch 
eminent poſts, would be of more adyan- 
tage to the Tories, than all the ſervices 
he could do them; and they were ſure 
he ſhould do them no hurt, being reſol- 
ved to expel him the Houſe. 
(Pag.35.) A man once ſent to priſon for 
bribery and corruption ( no matter whe- 
ther the money was for himſelf or his 
creature) becomes as hardened, as 1 
wench ſent to Bridewel for a leſs fault: 
but could he offer 90,000 J. for one pur- 
chaſe, or were he worth but half as 
much, as his friends ſay he is, ſuppoſes 
ſeveral ſuch jobs muſt have been done; 
without which 4 government, according 
to L--d H----t, is not worth ſer- 
ping. 
(Pag. 36.) © It cannot be denied, that 
things are now in ſo good a method, and 
ſo quickly expedited in the Treaſury, 
that the Lords Commiſſioners never riſe, 
till they have diſpatched whatever bu- 
ſineſs comes before them: ſo that at 
their laſt adjournment there was not 4 
paper loft undetermined, There is now no 
complaint of a certain office held in the 
Strand, or any where elſe, which dif- 
poſed of Places to the higheſt bidder; 
or of grants of places in root ſions 
& for 
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« for life, to children and relations. 

(Pag. 41.) © People were ſurprized to 
« find ſo little regard paid to the frequent 
cc petitions of the merchants, complaining 
& of the interruption of their trade in the 
© Baltick, and the taking ſuch numbers of 
6 their ſhips by the Pas 2y and that even 
e while we had a royal navy in the Sound, 
© they were permitted, with impunity, to 
« act * the pirates; but GyLLEMBORG'S 
letters help to explain this myſtery ; 
© where we tind that the ſhips taken from 
© us were to ſerve as tranſports to their 
« army. Had not this Helliſb conſpiracy 
& been ſeaſonably diſcovered, what ſums 
© might not the poffs, which a certain 
« gentleman then enjoyed, have gained 
© him by this 7nvafcon ?- fince no expence 
© would have been thought too great to 
© have quickly got rid of thoſe barbarous 
* ravagers. 

« If another perſon (as it was reported) 
«* ſaid juſt before he was removed, that He 
* had rather ſee an army of Swedes here 
than the At about occaſional Confor- 
* mity repealed; I ſhould not wonder, 
* conſidering from what prieſts he got his 
* chnrch-politicks; and by what artful 
“ men he has all along been wholly go- 
* verned in ſtate- matters. 
Pp 2 (Pag. 
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As the Spaniards have lately done in the Vuſt- Indiet. 
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Commons, of a breach of truſt and n- 
torious corruption in any man among 
them, who had been employed in ſuch 
eminent poſts, would be of more adyan- 
tage to the Tories, than all the ſervices 
he could do them; and they were ſure 
he ſhould do them no hurt, being reſol- 
ved to expel him the Houſe, 

(Pag.35.) A man once ſent to priſon for 
bribery and corruption ( no matter whe- 
ther the money was for himſelf or his 
creature) becomes as hardened, as 1 
wench ſent to Bridezwel for a leſs fault: 
but could he offer 90,000 J. for one pur- 
chaſe, or were he worth but half as 
much, as his friends ſay he is, ſuppoſes 
ſeveral ſuch jobs muſt have been done; 
without which @ government, according 
to L--d H----t, is not worth ſer- 
ping. 

(Pag. 36.) © It cannot be denied, that 
things are now in ſo good a method, and 
ſo quickly expedited in the Treaſury, 
that the Lords Commiſſioners never riſe, 
till they have diſpatched whatever bu- 
ſineſs comes before them: ſo that at 
their laſt adjournment there was not 4 


paper left undetermined, There is now no 


complaint of a certain office held in the 


Strand, or any where elſe, which diſ⸗ 
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« for life, to children and relations. 

(Pag. 41.) © People were ſurprized to 
« find ſo little regard paid to the frequent 
cc petitions of the merchants, complaining 
« of the interruption of their trade in the 
© Baltick, and the taking ſuch numbers of 
“their ſhips by the Szwedes, and that even 
e while we had a royal navy in the Sound, 
© they were permitted, with impunity, to 
« act * the pirates; but GyLLEMBORG'S 
« letters help to explain this myſtery ; 
© where we find that the ſhips taken from 
© us were to ſerve as tranſports to their 
« army, Had not this Helliſb conſpiracy 
& been ſeaſonably diſcovered, what ſums 
© might not the pos, which a certain 
« gentleman then enjoyed, have gained 
© him by this 7n©aſon ? fince no expence 
“ would have been thought too great to 
© have quickly got rid of thoſe barbarous 
* ravagers. 

« If another perſon (as it was reported) 
«* ſaid juſt before he was removed, that He 
* had rather ſee an army of Swedes here 
than the Aa about occaſional Confor- 
© mity repealed; I ſhould not wonder, 
* conſidering from what prieſts he got his 
© chnrch-politicks; and by what artful 
© men he has all along been wholly go- 
* verned in ſtate- matters. 
Pp 2 (Pag. 
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(Pag. 46.) © Every one was at firſt ſur- 
* prized to ſee that though all the rebels 
* might have been, with little expence, 
** tryed in the North, where they were 


fe taken, and where the witneſſes were 


< ready at hand; yet none but the poorer 
e and meaxer ſort were there try d; but 
* all of any tolerable condition or /ub- 
® ſtance, were, at a great charge to the 
government, brought to town - This, 
* I fay, ſurprized people, till they con- 
* fidered that no bargains could conveni- 
** ently be made but here; and that here 
* was the money of the Party, as well as 
** their common Rendezoons ; and that it 
de might well be preſumed, they would 
Le not ſpare their purſes to ſave the lives 
* of thaſe, who had yentured every thing 
e for the Cauſe. 

(Pag. 48.) © If men are in haſte to grow 
f* rich, there is, no doubt, more to be got 
de by not proſecuting, or by ſaving, than 
*& banging; and we may gueſs at the rea- 
t fon, why evo perſons, (not to mention 
* others) one who knew there was ſuch 
© plain evidence againſt him, that, in de- 
** ſpair, he ſtabbed himſelf; and the other, 
“though now a new a/hy, thought ſo great 
** a criminal, with ſuch full proof againſt 
e him, as not to be admitted to bail on 
© any terms, were both diſmiſſed without 
am) proſecution. 
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1 will beg leave to add a Paragraph or 
two from another Pamphlet, written in 
the ſame Spirit, and publiſhed at the 
ſame Time, intituled, An Anſewer to 
the Charatter and Conduct of R 
, Efquire; with an exatt 
Account of bis POPULARITY, 


(Pag. 14.) © There is no crime a man 
“ can be guilty of, which I more abhor, 
* than that of bribery and corruption , 
© whatever qualifications he may have, 
© whether it be in ſpeaking or writing 
© well: if once he gives himſelf up to 
* touching (as they call it) I give him o- 
ver as incurable; for if he is detected 
* and rebuked, he will be apt to think 
* that his puniſhment will make him po- 
* pular ; and if he ever comes into play 
* again, he will be Mok Voractovs than 
* ever, and, if not more cunning, his ha» 
* ving been once in a goat will make him 
“ ſo conſiderable, that whatever Ry 
you charge him with, he will only ſwear 
* at you, and, in an impudent manner, 
* dare any one to tell what they know 
* of him. But his impudence will not be 
* all; for, he, that hath once forfeited 
* his character, is not unlike a woman 
that hath loſt her modeſty ; that man, 
* who hath once committed a breach of 
* rruſt, either towards his King or C un- 
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ty), I do believe there is a confidera- 
© tion, that would tempt him to /e// either 
or both, as well as their favour, at a 
time when he has more friends unpro- 
s vided for, than can ſupport themſelves. 

(Pag. 190 © The King's favours, we 
* may now expect, will be no longer con- 
* fined to one province, and there, for 
* moſt part, to one family; but they will 
© be diſperſed as generally as the ſun 
© thines, throughout the whole, kingdom, 
* amongſt his Majeſty's loyal proteſtant 
* ſubjects. 2. 

* 'Thoſe, who enjoy his Majeſty's fa- 
de yours at preſent, if they conduct them- 
© ſelves as they ought to do, ſhall no 
more be ſent to, or obliged ſcandalouſly 
© to zruckle and (what they call) come 
* down to this or that Man; for his be- 
* ing acquainted with or related to a cer- 
* tain Family; He that has moſt Merit, 
* and deferved beſt from his King and 
Country will be duly prefer'd, without 
“asking him where he was born, or whom 
© he is related to? If he has Merit and 
* Loyalty, He need now no Money to ad- 
< vance him, ſince RoBINoCRACY is 
© baniſhed; we ſhall have no Penſtons 
© ask'd for diſafetted Relations; no 
« Thouſands a Tear to any diſaffefted 
& Man, becauſe He is Uncle to a Man in 
& Power ; nor ſhall an honeſt Man be 

| © turned 
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cc turned out of Place, for an Uncle tobe 
« quarter'd on his Succeſſor. 'I ſhall not 


« mention any thing of Reverſions granted 


« to Children, becauſe they may grow up 
« to be honeſt Men and deſerve them. 
(Pag. 22.) © Tho' ſome People have 
ce been pleaſed to compliment Him ſo far, 
« as to throw themſelves out of Employ- 
© ments; I am apt to believe there ars 
« ſome, even of them, who will be very 
« far from oppreſſing the King's Servants, 
© becauſe Mr. W is not one of them, 
«* or that They will genture to ſay, as 
« others have done, that the King's Ser- 
* ©ice was become a Burthen, too great 
« for a Man of Honour to bear and 
© I doubt not, but there will come a Day, 
* when this Charge will not only turn u 
« on the Authors of it, but that it will al- 
* ſo be attended with ſuch Punihments, 
* as are adequate to the Ingratitude and 
© Preſumption of the Man, who has da- 
* red to ſay, that there was any thing 
* in the King's Service, either unjuſt or 
* diſhonourable for any Man whatever to 
* tranſact. 
(Pag. 23.) © Since you are pleaſed to com- 
* mend Mr. W s œconomy in the 
* T——y, his great skill in preventing 
* Publick Credit from ſinking, and that 
* the Publick Debts were not increaſed, 
but 
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“4 but in a fair way to be /eſſen'd, at leaſ 
© it would have been ſo, had He been ſuf 
© fered to continue in the Management 
te and his vice Notions and Judgment in 
« improving Things relating to F ox x 16 x 
© TREA THS; I ſhall tell you what I have 
& heard of Him; and in the firſt Place as to 
© Publick Credit, The Citizens will fay, 
* that He oppoſed a motion that was — 
4 for a Reſolution of Parliament to ſupport 
% Publick Credit; but perhaps you will 
* ſay, He only did it in oppoſition to 2 
* particular Perſon, who refuſed to dray 
ce with him; but be that as it will, every 
* body finds Publick Credit ſo much the 
* better ſince his being turn'd but, that 
© every thing has riſen near 20 per Cent, 
© more than it was during his Manage- 
e ment; from whence you may judge, 
te that the People, who have all along 
& ſupported the Government, and who 
«© muſt again do it, in caſe of neceſſity, 
© have a much better opinion of their 
Fortunes being in the Hands of the pre- 
© ſent Adminiſtration, than of their being 
« in his; and that they will hardly ever 
« care to truſt a Man with their E/fates, 
* who ſhall take upon him to ſay, 7hat 
« Publick Credit 7s no more than what 
« qu are pleaſed to make it. 
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(Pag. 32.) © In the mean time, you 
« had beſt forbear calling Miniſters a Fur- 
6 ion, or take upon you to cenſure the 
1 King, becauſe Mr. W—— is out of 
= Humour. You make thoſe compariſons 
« with King Charles's and King ; "OT 
* Miniſters, Turn your eyes to the N 
« zroop; I believe you'll find them much 
e ſuch fleth and blood as thoſe mercenary, 
ce corrupt and arbitrary ſtateſmen in thoſe 
© reigns: but until you ſee ſome ſuch be- 
* haviour, believe me that your compa⸗ 
© riſons are very odious; there is a great 
e deal of difference between a man, that 
« has been Convifted, and one that has 
© not. You may be fond of your friend; 
© but whatever impartial man reads the 
* Journals of the Houſe of Commons, he 
© will be perſuaded, as I am, that a cer- 
* tain Country Gentleman has, onee in his 
© life-time, been as corrupt and as mer- 
© cenary as any; even of King Charles's 
* Conrtiers. ” 

In this virulent; ſcurrilous and inhumart 
manner were theſe excellent Perſons trea- 
ted, at that time, for only diſſenting from 
the meaſures of the Court, and voting with 
the minority. We ſee the reſentment a- 
gainſt them ran ſo high, that not only ſpleen; 
prejudice, ſelf-intereſt, ambition, diſap- 
ointment and revenge were laid to their 
q charge; 


ee 
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charge; but even breach of truſt, extor- 
tion, bribery and notorious corruption 
which, it is obſervable, have not been al- 
ledged or even infinuated againſt ſome . 
ther gentlemen, who have lately had the 
misfortune to lie under the former impu- 
tations. 

I deſigned, in my next, to have laid 
before the reader the anſwers which were 
made by theſe gentlemen and their friend: 
to all thoſe accuſations; but as the Pxx- 

SENT STATE of G1BRALTAR and its great 
IMPORTANCE to this I/land ſeem to re- 
quire ſome immediate conſiderations, 
muſt beg leave to defer the ſequel of this 
paper till Monday next. | 
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FRIDAY, March 31. 


e Auing been very nnjuſtly chars 
Aged with diſafeftion to his 
EI Majeſty, and ill-will to ſome 
Jof his Miniſters ; I am reſol- 
ved to uſe my utmoſt endea- 
vours to demonſtrate the contrary : for as 
no time or circumſtances ſhall ever abate 
that ardent zeal and paſſionate devotion, 
which I have always expreſs'd and exerted 
for the Proteſtant Succeſſion in the preſent 
Royal Family, ſo I will never with-hold 
that juſt tribute of praiſe, which Thoſe 
who have the honour to be employ'd in 
the Adminiſtration, ſhall at any time de- 
ſerve. 

I cannot therefore negle&t the preſent 
opportunity of doing thoſe Gentlemen ju- 
ſtice, by endeavouring to remove thoſe 
uneaſy thoughts and never-ceaſing fears, 
which the people of theſe Kingdoms have 
been obſerved to entertain far the preſer- 
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vation of GiBRALTAR; for though I can- 
not, upon any account, blame the vigilance 
and jealouſy of my Countrymen, for their 
undoubted Rights, Privileges and Acquiſi- 
tions, yet I hope to conyince them that 
their apprehenſions are entirely groundleſs 
and imaginary. : 

In the preſent ſcene of affairs, the eyes 
of all Europe, as well as of theſe King- 


doms, ſeem to be fixed with different views, 


on that invaluable Fortreſs, and on the 
iſſue of thoſe hoſtilities which are now car- 
rying on before it ; for the event of which 


the heart of every honeſt Briton is mani- 


ſeſtly alarm d and agitated with a variety of 
different paſſions. But as it is generally 
acknowledg'd by the beſt judges, and has 
been often publickly declared to be ut- 
terly impregnable in itſelf by any outward 
force, ſo we may reſt aſſured, from the 
following conſiderations, that it will ne- 
ver be tamely given up, either in an open 
or clandeſtine manner. 

For, as it was obtained by our arms, ac- 
eording to the ſtricteſt Law of nations, in 
open war, and yielded to, us by a ſolemn 
treaty of peace, fo has it ſince been con- 
firm d to us by many ſubſequent treaties, 
and all the conſiderable Powers of Errope 
became Guarantees for it; nay, and Spain 
itſelf, by acceding to the Cuadruple Ab 
tiance, became a Guarantee, and relin- 
— quiſh'd 
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quiſh'd all pretenſions to it in virtue of 
any promiſe that might have been given, 
which was previous to that Treaty; and 
indeed it is the only valuable benefit that 
we have received for all that immenſe pro- 
ſuſion of blood and treaſure, which has in- 
tiled upon us ſuch an heavy burthen of 
Debts and Taxes. 


As to a late pretended promiſe of Reſti- | 


tion, which the King of Spain inſiſts 
on, enough has been ſaid, by a perſon of 
great weight and authority, to convince the 


world, that it was only a miniſterial pro- 


miſe, and therefore not obligatory; but 
eren ſuppoſing it otherwiſe, I cannot help 
thinking it more adviſable even to break 
cur word, for once, with our neighbours, 
(as they have frequently done with us) 


than to give up a place of the utmoſt con- 


ſequence to this Kingdom againſt the uni» 
ted voice of the whole People. 

Eſpecially, if it be farther conſider'd, 
that as it is not likely Hain ſhould give 
ws an equivalent; ſo the vigorous defence 
and preſervation of it ſeems to be the chief, 
not the only reaſon, that can make the 
people eaſy under thoſe extraordinary ex- 
pences, which have been already incurr'd, 
and will be farther incurr'd by our preſent 
Miſunderſtanding (for I am not yet al- 
_ to call it a Var) with our neigh- 
ours, 
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I hope the projected Invaſion and at. 
tempt in favour of the Prerender, is now 
pretty well blown over; and as to the af. 
fair of Offend, tho' the abolition of tha 
Charter 1s, no donbt, of ſome conſequence 
to the Paff-1ndia Company, and perhays 
to the Nation; yet it cannot, upon any ac- 
count, be brought in competition with a place, 
upon which ſo much depends, not only inre- 
lation to all our beneficial rrade in general, 
but likewiſe on other®onfiderations : for 
however neceſſary or advantageous our 
Faft-!ndia trade may be, whilft other 
Nations carry on a traffick to thoſe parts; 
yet I believe it will not be denied, that if 
all the States of Europe would unanimoully 
agree to leave it off by conſent, it would 
be for the common intereſt of them all. 

Let that be as it will, the Offend Cum. 
ny does not ſeem to be of ſo much im- 
ortance, either to Freat Britain or to 
the Empire as to engage ns in an expet- 
five War about it; and therefore I ſhould 
not, in the leaſt, doubt of ſeeing a ſpeedy 
accommodation of that affair, provided i 
were the only matter left in diſpute. 

I cannot therefore but look on GibraF 
tar as the chief occaſion of all our late 
differences with our neighbours, as it is the 
only point about which we can be eſſentt- 
ally concerned in the impending War; and 
therefore it is ridiculous to ſurmiſe, that, 
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after we have concerted ſo prudent an a- 
lance, and employ d our Fleets ſo ſuc- 
ceſsfully in its defence, it will ever be ſur- 


render d by Treaty, or given up by Conut- 


rance; for if that were intended, what 
occaſion could there be for the formality of 
a Siege, and for ſacrificing ſo many brave 
lives on both ſides to no purpoſe? Or, what 
can be more monſtrous, than to imagine, 
that, after we have made ſuch a glorious 
buſtle with our Fl/eets and Armies, and con- 
vinced our enemies that they cannot wrelſt 
it out of our hands by force, we ſhould 
make a free gift of ſuch an ineſtimable 
Jewel, and undo all the work of above 
twenty years, in a fit of good humour ? 
It cannot ſurely be expected that we 
ſhould always be the bubbles of Europe, 
and grow ſuch proverbial Tools in Negoti- 
ation as conſtantly to loſe in the Cabinet, 
what we gain in the Field, at the uſeleſs 
expence of our blood and treaſure, and 
continually ſuffer by ci N and ſucceſs. 
No, I thank God, Experience hath 
taught us more wit, and Providence hath 
given us more honelty ; ſo that we have 
the juſteſt reaſon, for the future, to expect 
that the Fritiſb Arms will be employ'd 
only in the cauſe of Britain; that we 
ſhall fight only our cn quarrels ; defend 
our 0297 rights ; and let our enemies have 


the glory of becoming the heroic * 


| 
J 
L 
| 
2 


4 
———— a — adoer— 


—— — > nor tug. 


310 The CrarrsMans Ne xXXII 
and Qui vor- Champions for the liberties” 
mankind, dons 

With what uncommon joy, exultatin 
and triumph muſt it fill the heart of even 
honeſt 'Brizon, when he reflects on th 
royal warmth, with which his Majeſty hat 
the goodneſs to recommend to his Parlia 
ment the ſupport of Gibraltar, which k 
was pleaſed juſtly to call of infinite ad. 
vantage and ſecurity to our Trade and 
Commerce ; when he conſiders the remark: 
able zeal and ©igour which both Houſe 
expreſled in their concurrence with his Mx 
jeſty's recommendation; and that extract 
dinary ſpirit of loyalty and reſolution 
which his dutiful Subjects have diſplay 
in their AppREssESs, upon this occaſion, 
from all parts of the Kingdom; who nt 
only profeſs their chearful acquieſcence 
under thoſe burthens which they feel a 
preſent, but their willingneſs to ſabmit to 
much greater, and ſome even to give u 
all, and ſacrifice their /zves and fortunes, 
in the ffrifteſt ſenſe, to the welfare of 
their Country, and the confuſion of hi 
Majeſty's enemies? 

There never was a more hearty and ge- 
neral Unanimity between any Prince and 
both houſes of Parliament ; or between the 
united States of the Legiſlature, and the 
united voice of the whole People, than 
what has diſcover'd itſelf on the preſent 
occaſion, To 
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To this let us add the Readineſs and 
fidelity of the preſent Miniftry, who are 
ſo far from being ſuſpected of holding any 
criminal correſpondence with our ene- 
mies, that, on the contrary, too much zeal 
has been objected againſt them by ſome 
modern Malignants, who have maliciouſſy 
infinuated that they have brought a dange- 
rous War upon us by uſing unneceſſary pre- 
cautions, and providing, in too hoſtile a 
manner, againſt attempts, which, it is ſaid, 
were never intended. 

As we may therefore depend on the 
integrity of the preſent adminiſtration, ſo 
if any future er wp ſhould, either for 
gain, or to keep off a Var (which they 
jhall fooliſhly draw upon themſelves, and 
not have the ſkill to manage) be in- 
clined to make their peace with a RxSTI- 
ruriox of this impregnable Bukwark, we 
may comfort ourſelves with this reflection, 
that they will not have the raſhneſs to do 
it, nor ; to give up a place, which is ſo 
deeply rivetted in the affections and eſteem 
of the whole Nation. 

Whatever promiſes therefore ſome for- 
mer Miniſters may have either made or 
adviſed, concerning the Reſtitution of this 


place, we may be aſſured that T hoſe, at 
Rr preſent 
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preſent in power, will not think themſelves 
obliged to. fulfil them ; much leſs to make 
or adviſe any other: for they will, no doubt, 
have more regard to the welfare of their 
Country, as well as to their own intereſt 
( which are equally concerned) than to 
encourage or even liſten to any propoſals 
of that nature. 

But, farther ; as the concurrence of his 
Majeſty, both Houſes of Parliament, the 
Miniſtry, and the whole Kingdom in their 
opinion of its value, will ſecure it againſt 
Corruption at home; ſo the natural ſtrength 
of the place, the bravery of our 'Troops, 
and the aſſiſtance of our powerful Ars, 
will be ſufficient to defend it abroad : for 
though, perhaps, it may be the natural in- 
tereſt even of our friends to wiſh that 
fortreſs in any other hands ; yet I will ne- 
ver believe but that it is their political in- 
tereſt to maintain it in its preſent poſſeſ- 
ſion; and notwithſtanding the ſuggeſtions 
of evil- minded men, nothing ſhall induce 
me to entertain the leaſt diſtruſt of their 
fidelity ; eſpecially if it be true that a great 
and extraordinary Miniſter did make him- 
felf anſwerable for the French Faith in 
a place, where he cou'd not be underſtood 
to trifle or prevaricate. 

In this only will their Fidelity appear; 
for as we are ſenſibly concerned onfy about 
the preſervation of this place ; ſo they can 

have 
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have no opportunity of demonſtrating their 
religious obſervation of Treaties ſo — 
as by contributing their utmoſt and imme- 
diate aſſiſtance towards raiſing the Siege 
and defeating the attempts of our ene- 
mies. | 

I have in this paper, purpoſely declined 
to enter into the Particulars of the impor- 
tance of Gibrafar, deſigning them for 
another Paper or fo, which ſhall be pub- 
liſhed very ſpeedily, in order to animate 
the zeal of my Co*ntrymen in its defence, 
and confirm them in that high opinion of its 
value, which they have ſo juſtly conceived, 

In the mean time I may, I hope, take 
the liberty to apply the memorable ſen- 
tence of Sir Ricuarp STzteLE concerning 
the demolition of Dunkirk' to the preſent 
occaſion ; ſince the Britiſh Nation could 
not more juſtly expect the demolition of 
that place, than it now does the vigorous 
defence and preſervation of G1BRALTAR, 
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Am obliged by promiſe, in this 
Paper, to lay before the Rea- 
der the Jnſwers which Two 
bonourable Gentlemen, their 
n Friends and Seconds made, a- 
bout vine years ago, to the Calumnies, 
Aſperſions and Imputations, which ſome 
mercenary writers endeavoured to fix upon 
them, for reſigning their Employments: 
For as I have already publiſhed an Abſtra& 
: of the Charge; ſo common Juſtice calls 
upon me to exhibit the ſum of their De- 
fence, which I now proceed to do with 
preat pleaſure, leaving every Reader to 
make the proper Application. 


ExTRACTS 
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EXTRACTS from a Pamphlet 
intituled, Some Perſons vindicated a- 
gainſt the Author of the Derro rox, 
&c. and that writer convitied of 
Malice and Falſhood. 

By R W » Eſq; 


(Pag. 4.) © It ſeems to be the modern 
& vice of the Times, and peculiar to the 
e diviſions of this Age (ors ) That as 
“ ſoon as any man, for what reaſon ſo- 
* ever, thinks fit to decline the Party he 
« was engaged with, hat Party endea- 
6 yoursto b/ackenand aſperſe him, load his 
* Condutt with reproaches, and his Perſon 
* with calumny, in the groſſeſt manner, 
* without reſpect to the Dignity or Cua- 
* lity of his Perſon, or the Character he 
* has born even among themſelves; and, 
* which is ſtill worſe, without reſpect to 
* Truth or Juſtice, Humanity or Cha- 
* rity; much leſs Religion. 

It often happens, and indeed tis na- 
* tural to believe, that it is generally, if 
* not 24nzver/ally ſo, that this is done to 
* ſmother the real Cauſes and Deſects in 
the Party, from which thoſe Perſons 
* draw off, that the Knavery, which 
could not be complied with, the Lengths 
* which could not be run, and the many 
* ſecret Practices, which were di/lik'd, 
and the di//ike of which may have _ 
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the real Cauſes of declining the ſervice 
they were in, might be concealed. 
Gentlemen in high Poſts in the Go 
vernment, and in the Adminiſtration «f 
publick affairs, may find themſelves ay. 
eaſy in their Employments upon many 
accounts (too many to mention here) and 
may chuſe rather to quit their Employ. 
ments, than to ſerve in the manner and 
with thoſe uncgſineſſes they ſuffer d; and 
yet it does not follow, that they havethe 
leaft deficiency in their Lovarttyt 
their Prince, who, perhaps, is not at al 
the Cauſe of thoſe uneaſineſſes, nor an 
way party to them: but 'tis very hard 
that 7hoſe, who really were the Cauſe 
and whoſe meaſures the Perſons deci: 
ning choſe rather to quit the profits and 
honours of the ſervice, than to comply 
with, ſhould be at liberty to /addle the 
offence given only to thoſe men upon their 
MasTzR; and reproach 7hoſe men with 
want of duty, who really wanted only 
to be able to ſerve, without ſubmittin 
their Judgments in caſes which they 
could not think it reaſonable, or for their 
Maſter's ſervice to comply with. 

© In a word, tis a ſcandal in the higb- 
eſt degree unjuſtifiable, that when ai}: 


ferences may happen among the Manu: 


gers of publick affairs, the Perſons who 


quit the ſervice, muſt always be char ged 


* with 
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ce with Di ſloyalty and Diſafettion ; and, 
« which is worſe, with D:sz6Ns, which 


« is the new Calumny raiſed upon the Per- 


© (ons now to be ſpoken of. 

(Pag. 9.) © Before I enter into the La- 
« byrinth of words without meaning , 
© which cram'd this clamorous Libel, it 
c js decent to enquire one thing of its Au- 
* thor, ig. whether it was Jorgerfulneſs 
© or aſenſe of the impoſſibility o 
© ing it, which was the occaſion that, 
* throughout his whole Book, he has not 


©* ſo much as attempred to charge theſe 


* Perſons with any * miſmanagement in the 
* great Employments, which they have 
©* born the weight of, through the Admini- 

* {tration of the preſent or paſt Reign! 
(Pag. 15.) © linien of State have 
* always a Right of preſerving their ozwn 
Principles, and a liberty of adhering 
* to what, in their Judgment, they think 
* isfor the ſervice of their Country and the 
* Intereſt of the Maſter they ſerve ; other- 
* wile they were Slaves by Office, and 
* while they were impower d to preſerve 
the Rights and Liberties of their Fel- 
be- Subjects, they were deprived of 
* their own. It is no derogation from the 
* Sovereion to ſay, that this Liberty is 
* allowed to all his Majeſty's ſervants, 
© tho” 


"Vide the Craftſman No. xxx11 or the Defect ion conſider'd, 
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Pap. 29, 37. 41, 46, 48, Ec, 
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© tho they were to have the Misfortune tg 
Ager in their Judgment from that of the 
© Sovereign bimſelf; and our on Govern- 
ment is not without many Examples re- 
* cent in Memory, where this has been 
© practiſed without any offence; the Mi: 
ce niſter of State, who has the misfortune to 
* differ in his Judgment, having nothing to 
do, but with duty and reſpect to reſp 
© his Employment. "2 
Much more then is this right and 
ce claim their juſt due, when the Perſon, 
with whom they differ, is not only not the 
& Sovereign, but even their Fellotv- ſerrum 
* inthe Adminiſtration, and whoſe Jude- 
© ment, tho' founded ever ſo well upon 
*© right Principles as to Duty, muſt be al- 
© lowed to be equally ſubject to miſtake, as 
© that of our c2wrn ; in this caſe the Mini 
« ſter differing and faithfully repreſenting 
* the Reaſon of his Judgment, may have, 
< perhaps, no m7sfortunein his Judgment, but 
that of being er- rul d, which in ſom: 
* caſes may be as much a mis fortune to his 
* Country, as to himſelf, and more t00. 
(Pag. 16.) © Now whether this was the 
* caſe of, the perſons whom this Libeller 
e defames, or whether it was not, yet for 
* the purpoſe let me ſuppoſe it was, many 
<* reaſons forbidding me entering here on 
* the ſpecification of the particulars: The 


« Libeller is not aſhamed to fight 9 
© the 


ry. TY ww = 
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the protection of the preſent Miniſtry, 


« as if no man dun ſuppoſe any thing, 
e how much ſoever in his , ozwn defence, 
« which might look like a reflection that 
e way; but he ſhall be driven from this 
e Cover ; for, without any repraach upon, 
« or ofence to the preſent Miniſters. of 
«State, 1 ſhall ſuppoſe that they may 
e differ with others, and others from them, 
« or that any Minifters of State may dif- 
« fer in their ſentiments one from another, 
and yet may be all equally and fincerely 
attach d to his Majeſty's intereſt, and to 
the ſervice of their Country ; nor is 
«© there any deſign, in whatever is ſaid 
here, ſo much as to inſinuate that the 
* Miniſters, from whom theſe Perſons dif- 
* fer'd in the adminiſtration of publick af- 
fairs, were not ſincerely embark d in 
* the general intereſt, however they might 
be of a different opinion as to the means; 
© the buſineſs here is not to accuſe any, or 
* refle& upon any, but to defend innocent 
* perſons againſt unjuſt accuſations and 

cc « 7 
reflections, and detect the malice of 
* them. The queſtion here is not to ſug- 
geſt, that the Miniſtry, from whom 
theſe accuſed perſons are ſaid to divide, 
are enemies to the intereſt of King 
GroRGe, and the intereſt of their Coun- 
try; but to make appear the malice of 
* thoſe, who pretend that the orhersare fo. 
| Sf (Pag, 
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N It is evident, that there 
; ; | 


not one gute there gone to 
* the. King's defires, N 
« money, without & ſpeci fication of the 
e MANNER of diſpoſing it, though oppo- 
© ſed by many Gentlemen, whom theſe 
6e perſons had no influence upon, yet paſs d 
the Houſe with the higheſt demonſtra- 
ce tion of duty and confidence to and in his 
* Majeſty's prudence, and his royal incli- 
nations to do nothing, but what ſhould 
** be for the good of all his People. 
Why does not this Libeller give one 
ct inſtance, wherein the King's affairs have 
te been difreſed. and why does he not 
* explain what he means by theſe mens 
* hazarding all? Are the King's affairs 
in a diftreſſed condition? or are they 
* not in the moſt fouriſhing condition 
© that ever they were in, or that ever this 
Nation knew the publick qFairs in? 
(Pag. 29.) Do theſe Libellers think 
# that the reputation of zheſe perſons mult 
* ſink under their ca/umny, 2 the bare, 
* ſingle ſtep of diſagreeing with the other 
* Stateſmen whom they were embarked 
with, and not perhaps concurring with 
their methods in management? Muſt 
they be JacosiTts, becauſe they do not 
* conſent to do King Grokce's buſineſs 
ff their way? may not both be equally 
"* ſincere in the Roya] Intereſt, —_ 
| F they 
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"— 
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<« they cannot Tet Horſes together in the 
« Forms? © | | 

< Why does not this LibeHler let us 
« know what it was that rhey ever did, 
© or offer'd to do, that was injurious to 
© the King's intereſt, during the whole 


time of their management? To tell us 
« what meaſures they take not, and what 


« inſtruments they think fit to uſe ſince, 
© is to enter upon a new argument, in 
« which, whoever dips, muſt account alſo 
4 for the wage they have received from 
« a ſcandalous, clamouring ſet of Men, 
* as well in Pamphlets, Libels, News- 
“ papers and Converſation, as e/{etohere, 


* which may have oblig'd them to act in 


their own juſt defence, and for the ef- 


fectual clearing up their oz0u reputation. 


(Pag. 30.) The Quotation from the 
Libel— intimates thoſe Perſons get- 
* ting immenſe ſums by his Majelty's 
bounty. If the Libeller had not been 
* known to be a Man who never laid 
* much ſtreſs upon the Proof of any thing 
* he ſaid, or ever endeavoured to be re- 
* commended to the World for his gera- 
city, he would perhaps have thought 
* himſelf obliged to have mentioned ſome 
of thoſe immenſe ſums theſe perſons 
* have gained; ſhew'd how exorbitant 


* they were; how unjuſtly gotten; and by 


** what methods; he would have laid open 
872 3 and 
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< and expoſed the corruption of their 
« Adminiſtration, and the like: where 


operty of his Ma- 
ce jeſty's authority, or a prey of his ſub- 


< jets? whoſe Ox or whoſe Is have they 


* taken? who complains of heir exac- 


2 tions, their extortions, their delays, or 


6 their injuſtice? 


ExTRACETS from, a pamphlet intitled, 


The Defection detected, or Faults laid 

on the right ſide. 

(Pag. 4.) © To accuſe Gentlemen, hs 

are irreproachable for /oya/ty and = 
% dutt, * want of both; to arraign 
* for ingratitude and treach 
** ſult them with odious m7/r eee 
« are actions ſo flagrant 3 @ offenſive to 
good manners, that (let the quality of 

the perſon ſo doing, or ſo encouraging 
** to. be done, be neyer ſo great or conſpi- 
cuous ) the injuſtice of ſo criminal a 
demeanor calls loudly for the Animad- 
verſion of ſuch, as have any regard for 
anſullied re putations and unblameable 
characters. 
tak Pag. 17.) © When they were in lace. 
i? how were they not careſſed and adored! 

now 


——_— 
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vide the Craſtſman and Deſeclion as directed before ; 
or a Pamphlet intitled, An Anſwer to the Character and 
, Eſq; &c. 


_ as 


N XXIV. The CRAFTSMAN. 323 


© now they are out of employment, how 
e not derided and vilified! as if Reaſon, 
© Eloquence and Merit were annexed to 


* an Office, and thoſe Excellencies of Pre- 


caution and Management, . that made 
them the objects of the Mbigs admira- 
© tion and eſteem before, had no longer 
“duration than their abode in Courts : 
« as if to be diſlatisfy'd with ſome mens 
proceedings, was to act in diſobligation 
* of all the zwhole Party, and to refuſe 
* an implicit aſſent to ſome of their Fel- 
6 low-ſervants ſchemes was to act in con- 
* tempt of their Maſter's. 


EXTRACTS from a Pamphlet intitled, 
The RESIGNERS VINDICATED; 
Part I. 

(Pag. 6.) © If the caſe of the Duke of 
* Northumberland can bear any parallel, 
© I defire him to apply his Inſolence, Co- 
* cerouſneſs and Ambition in the right 
place: I am ſure, He has a leſs Title to 
* it, who attempts to ſhine but in one ca- 
pacity, than they, who would make us 
believe they have a Genius for half a 
dogen different employments. 

(Pag. 8.) *——One would imagine there 
was ſomething like Magick in Places 
and Preferments; a Man no ſooner ſteps 
into them, but he has all the perfections 
- of a little Dicinithy, and he is no ſooner 
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gut, but the charm is undone, and be 
becomes the moſt diſagreeable atid in 
< famous of mankind, © 
While Mr. Ne was at the head 
< of the 1—g9, the Encominms of fone 
< Men ran fo high upon his Adminifty. 
s tion, that the Ceci/s, Codolphint, a 
< Halifax's were thought little in'reſpe 
< of his ſuperior merit: The J/hizs wer 
< ſo charmed with him, that hardly ay 
< thing was conducted without confultiq 
< him as an oracle. His admirable addr 
sin the affairs of the Houſe, his maſter 
* eloquence and nervous reaſoning wer 
5 the ſubjects of all converſation. Non 
_ ® theſe ons think his oratory s 
< calm _- 7 as à certain Cie 
« Man's prayers ; his Wit and his Ag 
'< ment have loſt all their force, and ev 
* common ſenſe left him, the minute he | 
e his Places. Thus we ſee that Senſe an 
Integrity are merely topical, and a Ma 
<* muſt act within the compaſs of a pr 
ſcrib'd Circle, or he runs a riſque 0 
< forfeiting his underſtanding or his m 
* 
(Pag. 9.) — How this can be calls 
a criminal Conſpiracy, 1 cannot unde 
< ſtand, unleſs all rehignation implies gil 
“ in the ſame manner as he makes all c 
* tinuance in place to imply merit. 
* honeſt man may be diſſatisfied; he — 
« thi 
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„ think it improper to act in particular 
be“ conjunckions, without incurring. the cen- 
"WY < fare of any body; and who can doubt, 
« but that he has good reaſons, as the 
«© world goes, when he ſacrifices his inte- 
* reſt to his opinion? 
. It is unjuſt and uncharitable to 
© attribute an action of ſuch conſequence 
* to Pet, Whim, Humour and Paſſion ; 
© and he knows little of the world, who 
«* imagines theſe carry ſuch a ſway with 
* men of a ſedate temper ; and it ſhews 
* that the writer was put to poor ſbifts, 
* when he was forced to read us ſuch falſe 
* Ethicks for a reaſon. 

(Pag.18.) They muſt be but ill read 
* in human nature, who can encourage 
* ſuch unworthy uſage of one, whoſe for- 
* mer merit they acknowledge; ſuch li- 
* berties frequently returning in a double 
proportion on the heads of the Rev4lers. 
* Lipfius has a fine obſervation on this 
® occaſion. Qi Libellos famoſos in lap- 
" ſam Dignitatem edunt, ſibimetipſis ſup- 
" plicia parant ; multa quoniam neceſſe 
* eft eſſe fieta, multa in pejus deterta, 
* plurima, gue ad Rem erant, oblita : 
* ecccaſio inde Læſo data eft contumeliam 
” fortiter repellendi, & etiam que vera 
ſunt ex Forum Refutatione minuendl! : 
© quid quod idem acrius Lædentis citia 
" intuetur, undequaque opprobria retor- 


&« quenda 
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cc quenda colligit, & replicaturus Canti. 
% 0nemM enen, di commiſcet. 

In this ample, learned and rational mar. 
ner were thoſe honourable Reſigners vin. 
dicated from the vile aſperſions and moſt 
unjuſt imputations of their adverſaries, 
Whether the ſame arguments may not be 
applied in behalf of ſome Gentlemen at 
preſent (who have been loaded with the 
ſame imputations, Bribery, Extortion and 
Corruption excepted ) let the Reader de- 
termine; but as it might be expected that! 
ſhould ſay ſomething on this head, which 
has been ſo much inſiſted on, I thought 
proper to treat it in this manner ; for tho 
Jam ſenſible that ſuch perſonal Alterca- 
tious are foreign to the merits of the cauſe, 
yet argumenta ad Hominem have alway 
been allow'd, and where object ions are 
merely perſonal, a well-grounded recri- 
mination is a ſufficient anſwer. 

I ſhall now proceed in my general de- 

ſign, and not ſuffer myſelf to be diverted 
by any objections, which are not more 
conſiderable, or have ſome relation to thi 
ſabje& in debate. | 


The 
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een elbe 


Far, April 7. 


nE port and town of Gjbral- 
tar being become the ſubject of 
4 18 moſt convetfation, and its pre- 
S881 ſervation the object of every 
—— honeſt man's hopes and wiſhes, 
the great conſequentt thereof to this King- 
dom never more juſtly deſerved our attens 
tion than at this time, if confider'd only in 
revo points; t, as it preſerves to us the 
tonyeniency, protection and ſecurity of our 
trade to the Streizbts; abbye that of all 
other nations; more Eſpecially in regard td 
the Agerines and Sallee- men, who are in- 
fluenced by it to contifiue their 7reatzes 
made with us, which they never do lonpet 
with any other nation than till they find 
it their intereſt to break them; ſetondly; 
in reſpe&t to the great advantage, whicli 
the poſſeſſion of that place hath already g- 
ven us, When ini wir with Prante and 
Spain, and conſequently will always give 
us again on the like dccaſrons; whilſt we 
continue to keep it. 
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Firſt, in reſpect to our Trade ; for as it 
commands the paſſage or entrance of all 
onr navigation into the Mediterranean, 
both in peace and war; ſo it is equally 
neceſſary, and as much our intereſt to keep 
it ourſelves, as it is for any gentleman to 
keep poſſeſſion of the gate, which leads to 
his own houſe, it being in the power of 
thoſe, who poſſeſs this port, at all times to 
interrupt, 2 or hinder whom they ſhall 
think fit in their trade, by keeping only 
two or three ſhips of war conſtantly on 
that ſtation, a the ar” — Blbae as 
the Danes, by the poſſeſſion neur, 
command the paſlage into, and out of the 
Baltick; ſo that if this port were in the 
hands of any other nation, it would be in 
their power likewiſe either to permit us to 
navigate or trade within the Srreigbts, or 
not, as they ſhould think fit; unleſs a very 
ſtrong ſquadron were conſtantly kept at 
the entrance of the Freighta-mouth to ſe- 
cure the paſſage, and to be relieved from 
time to time by freſh ſhips; which would 
put us to a much greater expence, than 
what we are now at, in keeping the place 
in diſpute, 
| Betore England was in poſſeſſion of Tan- 
gier, on the oppoſite {ide of the Htreigbis, 
we were never able to deal with the Allge- 
rines and other Turkiſh Rovers, who, for 
near an hundred years, had carried on a 
++ ſuC- 
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ſucceſsful prratick war againſt the com- 
merce of this nation, and never could have 
been reduced, till, by the ſituation and our 
oſſtion of the above-mentioned place, we 
diſtreſſed them ſo much, not only by taking 
their ſhips going in and eoming ont of the 
Streights, but alſo by retaking ſuch of 
their prizes, as they had taken in the O- 
cean, that at laſt they were forced to be 
content with ſuch a peace as we would give 
them; the continuance whereof is now 
owing to nothing fo much as to our having 
been, for many years paſt and at preſent, 
in the ſame condition to chaſtiſe thoſe Ro- 
vers by the poſſeſſion of Gibraltar, as we 
were before by the poſſeſſion of Tangier. 
The ſecurity of our aliau, Turkey and 
Fiſh trades entirely depends on our poſ- 
ſeſſion of this place; and ſhould we ever 
loſe it, or part with it, it is very reaſon- 
able to believe that both the Agerines and 
Sallee-men would ſoon break with us again; 
ſo that, in ſuch a caſe, the aboveſaid bran- 
ches of trade would almoſt wholly fall into 
the hands of onr rivals the French from 
Marſeilles, who, by their ſituation, re 
always ready at hand to furniſh thofs 
markets, as ſoon as they are in want; 
while we, on our part, ſhall be obliged to 
carry on that trade by the tedious methods 
of fleets and convoys; and, at laſt, per- 
haps, come long after the market is ſup- 
* ei plied 
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plied. by our r4eg/s.: - Beſides all this, the 
article of inſurance, which would certain 
ly run much higher than uſual under theſe 
cireumſtances, would prove a heavy charge 
on our goods, more than on thoſe of other 
traders, which would thereby very much 
affect thoſe branches of. our trade and na- 
vigation. Fi 

Nay, the miſchief would not ſtop here; 
for as the Algerines, of late years, cruize 
jn ſummer time at the mouth of our channel 
where they lately took a very rich Oftena 

aft India ſhip) and as ſome. of them 


have alſo come into our very ports two or 


three years ſucceſſively; ſo it is poſlible, 
that, if we ſhould loſe Gibraltar, they 
may become, being ſo well acquainted 
with our channel, a much more dangerous 
enemy to us, than ever they were formerly, 
and may attack all onr trade in general, 
as the Sr. Malo privateers did in the late 
wars, whenever they ſnall find that they 
can carry home their prizes without inter- 
ruption; which is not to be done, unleſs we 
ſhould; be, diſpoſſeſſed of Gibraltar, and 
thereby the bridle, which hath hitherto 
reſtrained them, ſhould be taken out of 
their mouths, (1 2 | 

Secondly, in reſpect to our neighbours, 
Gibraltaris ſituateꝗ in ſuch a manner, that it 
is in the power of the preſent poſſeſſors to cut 
off any naval communication between ong 


port 
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port and another of each of thoſe two very . 
powerful Kingdoms, with which we have 
kad ſuch frequent occaſions to be at war 
for almoſt theſe forty years paſt; wha.” 
would ſoon turn the tables upon us, if they 
ould recover this place out of our hands, 
eſpecially in times of any rupture between 
ys; nothing being more ſelf-evident than 
that it gives to. thoſe, who are maſters of it, 
the ſovereignty and command of the com- 
merce and navigation of the Mediterra- 
nenn Sea, and makes it impracticable for 
any other nat on to trade there, without 
their leave. And farther, by our poſſeſſion 
of this place, all nations within the Medi- 
terraneau will be obliged to court our 
iiend{hip, or fear our power; particularly, 
the piratick ſtates, who, beholding ven- 
geance ſo near at hand, will be thereby 
deterred from attempting to interrupt our 
trade, while they are deſtroying that of all 
others. | 

Neither is this advantage all that we 
reap from the poſſeſſion of (Zzbraltar ; for 
it hath put into our hands almoſt all the 
freight-trade into the Mediterranean for 
many years paſt ; eſpecially that of the 
Hamburghers and Hol/anders, who have 
made uſe of Britiſb bottoms only, to carry 
on their commerce in thoſe ſeas, till very 
lately, when the Dutch obtained a peace 
with the Agerines, as it. is faid by our 
| means ; 
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means; whereby we are likely to loſe ong 


of the greateſt advantages at preſent be. 
1 


onging to the navigation of Great Bri. 
ain; which we before enjoyed, whill 
thoſe merchants made uſe of Eugliſb ſhips 
finding it dangerous to venture their eſtate; 

in any other. | 
But, laying aſide all other conſiderations, 
there cannot be a ſtronger proof of the in- 
portance which the poſſeſſion of this place 
hath been to us, than that it hath in a man- 
ner deſtroyed the naval power of Fancy 
from the hour of our taking it to the con- 
. clafion of the ſecond Prench war; nor 
indeed could they ever after ſend any na- 
val ſtores round about into thoſe ſeas, with- 
out an apparent danger of their falling into 
our hand In going through the Szreights; 
fo that the greateſt part of their fleet hath 
become uſeleſs ever ſince, and never ap- 
_ peared at fea again, but lay rotting in their 
harbours. 1 

It would be needleſs to inforce this ar- 
gument with many other inftances, which 
might be given of the advantage of this 
port; only it muſt not be forgot that its 
proximity to Cadiz, the great mart and 
center of almoſt all the riches of America, 
gives us the greateſt opportunity of com- 
manding that port, and the trade frequen- 
ting it from the Meſt Indies; which, in 
time of a war with Spain, may be rec- 
Ekoned 
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koned of no ſmall conſideration or impor- 


tanCe. | | 

Whether therefore we look on Gibral- 
tar either in a mercantile or a political 
light; firſt, as it not only ſecures all our 
own commerce to 1taly, Africa and the 
Levant from the inſults and annoyance 
thoſe terrible enemies the Agerines and 
other Turki/b Rovers ; but alſo helps us to 
the carriage-trade of ſeveral other Na- 
tions; or, ſecondly, as it cuts off all com- 
munication between the ports of our moſt 
formidable rivals, and thereby renders their 
naval force very precarious and inconſide- 
rable ; the poſleſhon of this place ſeems to 
be of ſuch importance, that I am at a loſs 
to gueſs what equivalent could be given 
us for it: I am ſure, at leaſt, that any one 
of the foregoing conſiderations, taken ſingly, 
would more than over-balance all the ex- 
pence, which the nation at preſent feels on 
that account. 

But once more, and to conclude, As 
the advantages of Gibraltar, which reſult 
to this Kingdom from the foregoing parti- 
culars, are fully confirm'd and demonſtrated 
by the experience of many years paſt ; ſo 
the preſervation of it at this time is of much 
greater importance than it ever was before, 
as will appear by conſidering the preſent 
late of affairs, that manufactures are ſpring- 
ng up in moſt parts of Europe, and that 

ſeveral 
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feveral powerful ſtates are endeavouring t 
vye with us in commerce and a maritim, 
force ;- whieh ought to put us on the ſtricteſ 
guard, and determine us not to part with 4 
place, which is manifeſtly of ſo much ad. 
vantage, by ſecuring and improving out 
own” trade and navigation, as well as by 
defeating the attempts of our enemies and 
riogls. 
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_— 


n ia Perfidia er Perjurio fart, Deos mnt 


Monvar, April 10. 


s 5 there are no doctrinès or te- 
nets, however ridiculous or ab- 
ſurd, which have not obtained 
— ſome favourers and proſelites; ſ 
there never were any actions, however vil 
or impolitick, which have not been colout- 
ed over by deſigning men (the managen 
and conductors of them) with plautibl 
pretences and artful repreſentations. Dui 
tirk was not ſold to the French, nor Tai 
zier demoliſhed, in the reign of King Cha- 


les II. without ſome ſpecious — 
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ſides that prevailing one of money, to juſtify 
thoſe meaſures, and impoſe on the Publick; 
and though the folly and wickedneſs of 
thoſe actions have been fince fully con- 
demned by all men of ſenſe as well as 
hiſtorians, and the effects of them. (eſpe- 
cially of the vile bargain for Dankirk) 
were ſeverely felt in our late wars with 
France and Spain; yet it cannot be forgot 
what intereſt was uſed in the laſt Reign, to 
reſcue it from that juſt ſentence of deſtruc- 
tion, which was paſſed upon it by the treaty 
of Utrecht; and it is, I believe, well 
known that the ſame kind of arguments, 
which procured the /a/e of this place in 
the former reign, were employed to pre- 
vent its Jemolition in the latter. 2 
Whenever, therefore; I look back on 
theſe tranſactions, I can eaſily account for 
any objections, that I meet with in conver- 
ſation, againſt the importance of &ibral.- 
tar, or any reaſons that I hear urged for 
its Reſtitution; which, by reflecting on 
paſt occurrences, do not ſo much raiſe my 
aſtoniſhment, as they provoke my indig- 

nation, 3 
But as I have, in my laſt paper, given 
the reader a ſhort and plain sKetch of the 
advantages which we receive from this 
place, fo it cannot be improper to exaitiine- 
the objections againſt it ; which we ſhall 
find to be juſt the ſame, that were formerly 
V made 
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made uſe of againſt our poſſeſſion of Dun- 
kirk and Tangier. e 
In the firſt place, it is ſaid by ſome ig- 
norant and unthinking perſons, that the 
poſſeſſion of this place puts the Nation, 
every year, to a greater expence than it is 
worth. In anſwer to this, it is ſufficient to 
obſerve that the whole charge of maintain- 
ing it, in times of peace, does not amount 
to much above fifry thouſand pounds a 
year, which is no great article in ſever or 
eigbt millions that are uſually raiſed for 
the current expences of the Government, 
and the Intereſt of the debts, and might 
eaſily be ſaved by cutting off only nine or 
ten uſeleſs penſions, or ſome other unneceſ- 
ſary burthens. 
As to its expence in time of war, I think 
I have ſaid enough in my former paper to 
prove, from the importance of ir, that let 
it be what it will, it cannot be more than 
it is really worth ; and, if ſo, how ridicu- 
lous and unreaſonable would any parſimony 
be, in this caſe 2 Have we not, for thirty 
or forty years paſt, made wars at the ex- 
pence of hundreds of millions, and loſt 
half a million of men, to obtain kingdoms, 
principalities and dominions for other prin- 
ces; and ſhall we now think much of a 
neceſſary expence for maintaining and de- 
fending our own juſt right and property a- 
gainſt Thoſe, for whoſe ſake we Rong: af 
vi 
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viſhed away ſuch immenſe ſums in a vo- 


luntary manner? 


An ingenious Writer on this ſubje& 
makes the following obſervation, concer- 
ning the charge of maintaining Gibraltar, 
and ſuch objections againſt it. 
Strange and ſurprizing inſtance 
* of our new frugality and good husban- 
« dry! that we, who for thirty years to- 


© gether, have rioted in millions, and, till 


« Heaven bleſſed us with the preſent Mi- 
« niſtry, never minded what we gave, nor 
© ta whom; we, who drained the Exche- 
quer, and mortgaged the Nation, ſhould 
now, from a principle of ſaving, ſacrifice 
© the ſole fruit of all our expences, to pre- 
© vent a charge, which is but equal to that 
©* of a few uſeleſs penſions! Thank Hea- 
ven, from laviſhing millions, we are 
* grown thrifty in Pounds, Shillings and 
Pence. 

However, this Evil might, long ago, 
have been remedied, and may ſtill be re- 
medied, by the probity and good manage- 
ment of the preſent Miniſters; for it is ge- 
nerally believed that if the place in diſpute 
had been declared a free Port like Leg- 
born, on our firſt poſſeſſion of it, being full 
as commodious as that for trade, and if a 
cict] government had been eſtabliſhed there 
inſtead of a military one, it would long 
lince have maintained itſelf by a moderate 

VV 2 duty 
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27 on all goods i imported and exported, 
would hereby b have AT the 
neighbouring ports of Spain of great part 
2281 ; by which means there wou 
have been no complaint of its preſent 
charge; but, on the contrary, the profits 
made by its Governors, added to the other 
advantages of a free Port, would in all 
probability have been more than ſufficient 
to have eaſed the Government at home of 
that burthen. 

But if, for want of ſuch a regulation, 
theſe and the like arguments ſhall be eſtee- 
med valid, and it thould be thought ad- 
viſable to give up this important Place, in 
order to avoid expence ; the next demand, 
perhaps, which the Spaniard will make 
on us, will be to ſurrender our colonies in 
the Weft Indies, then Phmouth, Port/- 
mouth, and ſo on; with which it would 
be equally reaſonable to comply, becauſe 
we ſhould be at a great expence to defend 
them againſt their attempts; and thus we 
may continue giving one thing after ano- 
ther, till we become the ſcorn and con- 
tempt of the whole world. 

It is ſuid farther, that even ſuppoſing the 
Spaniards ſhould take this Place, or it 
ſhould be delivered up to them, we might 
ſtill expect to have the advantage of the 
Port and Harbour upon all occaſions. This 


is juſt as reaſonable, as it would be for a 
man 


f 
, 
e 
1 
+ 
l 
e 
d 
8 
— 


—_ r 


Ne XXXVE The CrarmrsMany 339 


man to part with his coat off his back or 
his ſword from his fide, in order to borrow 
them, or beg the uſe of them, when he 
ſands in need, and, in all probability, will 
meet with a denial. | 
Another objection is, that the Spaniards 
will never be eaſy whilſt @7bra/tar is in 
our hands; and therefore it is neceſſary to 
part with it, in order to procure a peace, 
and ſettle the tranquillity of Europe. I have 
before obſerved ( and indeed the whole 
Kingdom has obſerved it in their Addreſſes) 
that this Place has been yielded to us by 
folemn Treaties, as well as acquired 
in lawful War; and that the King of Spain, 
by acceding to the Onadrauple Alliance, 
renounced all claim to it, whether by pro- 
miſe or otherwiſe, which was precious to 
that Treaty. But ſuppoling it true, that 
the King of Spain will not be contented 
without it; muſt Peace as well as Var be 
always negotiated at our expence, and muſt 
our intereſt always be ſacrificed to the tran- 
quillity of Europe? It is well known that, 
in the reign of King Chas les II. the Spa- 
niards demanded the reſtitution of Ja- 
maica with as much importunity as they 
now demand that of Gibraltar; yet by 
obſtinate refuſals (even in that Reign, which 
was none of the beſt) and long poſleſſion, 
we ſeem to have ſilenced them on that 
head, as I doubt not we might. ſoon do on 
the 
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the other, by the exerciſe of a little pub. 
lick virtue and conſtancy to our Country, 
The ſame ingenious Author, before ci- 
ted, has a very juſt remark on this occas 
ſion. | | | 
„ Has any Engliſh Miniflry, fays 
ever preſumed — ahve x the — 
* to deliver up the Dutchies of Bremen 
« and HFerbhden, in order to procure a peace 
* in the North, to ſettle the ſo much de- 
F fired balance of power there, and to 
prevent the charge to England of ſend- 
* ing out annual Fleets at a very great 
* expence? and yet, it is ſaid, his Ma- 
<« jeſty, before the laſt Treaty with Swe 
* den, pretended no title to thoſe Coun- 
© tries, but a mortgage from a Prince, who 
** had no other himſelf but Conqueſt. And 
& dares any one propoſe to a Britiſh King 
ce the delivering up, to a baffled and ſub- 
% dued enemy, the moſt important Place 
© in the world to the Trade and naval 
% Empire of England, the key of the Me- 
& diterranean, the terror of our enemies, 
© and the beſt pledge of our new Friend- 
« ſhips; and this too, ater we have an 
© undoubted title to it, to which 25500 
« Nations are guarantees, who have the 
« greateſt intereſt to wrelt it out of our 
« hands? 

Indeed ſome men have been ſo weak 
as to make this an argument for its re- 
. ſtitution; 


Ne XXXIV. The CRAFTSMAN; 347 


ſtitution; we muſt, ſay they, conſent to 
deliver it up, becauſe even our Friends 
and Allies join with our Enemies in this 
demand. I confeſs, ſays the ſame Au- 
«* thor, there are many reaſons why they 
e ſhoulddebire it, (particularly the French) 
«© but they are unanſwerable Reaſons too, 
e why de ſhould hear ſuch a propoſition 


* with horror. 


I muſt beg leave to quote one more paſ- 
ſage from this Writer—— God has now 
« ſent us a Miniſtry, who will mend all 
t thoſe faults, which they were the firſt 
« to condemn. The intereſt of the Pub- 
* lick is their intereſt. They have no e- 
«© cret purpoſes to ſerve by dark and 
* ſhameful Treaties---In fine, they have 
* no deſperate game to play to defend 
© them from the effects of deſperate mea- 
* ſures; nor have they, like the others, 
© been trepann'd and out-witted by France; 
* nor have ungenerous advantages been 
* taken of their Credulity, when they had 
* engaged themſelves and their Country 
* beyond retreat. 

Upon the whole, we may reſt aſſured, 
that this important Fortreſs (the ſtrength 
and glory of Great Britain) will never 
be given up either by a publick or private 
Treaty, upon any conſideration whatſoever 
but we may conclude with the Gentiemen 
of Hertfordſhire, that, © Whatever the 

* enemies 
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& enemies to our peace may Conceive from 
the intriguing ſchemes of their /g, 
cc enterprizing Politicians, we doubt not 
but that good Providence, which ſo ſig- 
e nally protects his ' Majeſty and these 


* Kingdoms, will abate their pride and 
e tonfound their devites. I 
Dia, Aprity 
To CALEB D'ANVERS, EN 
AN , L asker 
T Hough I frequently employ 1 
1 thoughts for the ſervice of my Coun- 


try, yet I know no way of communicating 
my Projetts to the world, unleſs you wil 
be pleaſed to take them into your protec- 
tion, and recommend them to the Publick, 
The common ſubject of all converſation, 
and the beaten topick of moſt pamphlets at 
preſent is, that abominable Corruption, 
which is ſaid to prevail in almoſt all A 
ſemblies. Whether this be really true, of 
whether it is only matter of popular ela 
mour, I cannot take upon me to determine; 
but let it be which it will, I think I have 
found out a certain and infallible remed) 
for it; I cannot indeed ſay that it will im- 
mediately remove the ezz/; but I am con 
fident that it will deſtroy all the bad ef 
that may proceed from it. = 

| * 
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What I would Sir, is that every 
perſon, . to 


oute, on any occaſion, for a. bribe, gratu- 
2 penſion, or ſhall be under any 0 

ther pecuniary influence, ſhould be Gain 
guiſh;'d, as all other animals are, that are 
cendible, by ſome out ward and viſible to- 
ken; and as you may know an Horſe, that 
is to be /old, by a piece of colaur d riband 
on the bridle; or as the caurtegant, in ſome 
Countries abroad, are obliged to wear an 
habit different from modeſt women; ſo I 
would have all cerrupt perſons; who 
ſitute their voices for hire, be obliged to 
17 Wl wear: a Knot of Ribands under their left 
n. ear; that all people might know them 
ns Bf as they walk along the ſtreet. [This Bar- 
ill i 17k, for ought 1 know, may be the only 
er. N way to make — aſhamed of corrup- 
x im, and will certainly have this good ef- 
on, ect at leaft, that it will ſoon deſtroy all 
dose fooliſh, party notions of Whig and 
Tir, which have fo long made difinaions 
A amongſt us, and kept honeſt men, on both 
o! Wlides, from 2 _ they meant, in 
la Wtruth, the ſame thing, however they might 

differ in their party us Happy 

will it be for this Kingdom, when there 
ſhall be no other diſtin&ion prevailing a- 
mongſt us, but that of the KN OT TISTs and 
tie Ax rI-KNOTT STS! 
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Y eſote I :refblveU 50 {ent you! 
ff al; I communicared it 0 0 
mite, wh is 4 d jouer, and a We 
ver of a Nan; „he "me that he knen, 
in this Kingdom, a fer of's 
fellows as Any in Chriſtendom; but * 
am à grave man my, ſelf, DER him for 
ſuch à ludicrous oonceit, and told him tha 
he ouglit not t turry ſbrious things Into ri 
LURES VIRad S011 eK 11 94 011 
ve leave it; Sin, e ydur judgment; Whe- 
ther it wittb ne proper to extend this tegw 
tation /e dergy; becaiiſe,” perhaps) i 

may, Hx xx AH Ex, be an indecent fight u 

ſee a whole bench of R. dreſſed out it 
4 ſet of new Knorr, alamode den Ai 


Nr Frangoiſes: ] 2138 hk 
Tan, Sir, with prooind road, 
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knorr for e will be 
x to 7 on next, u 


Ir minſter- Hall. Hah ts 2 Requeſts 
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Fraipay, April 14. 
mas every Government has uni- 
MI doubtedly a right to defend it- 
ſelf, and ſince the wiſeſt cyit- 
x ten laws cannot effyaually pro- 
vide for its ſafety againſt all eia ogencies; 
ſo it maſt be endowed with an abſolute 
unlimited Power; upon all extraordinary 
occaſions and unforeſeen events: for with- 
out ſuch a reſerved power; every Goverts 
ment will be continually in danger of be- 
ing overturn'd by the ſubtle machinations of 
powerful and ill-deſigning meni But, on 
the other hand; this extravrdinary power 
ought never to be exerted but upon extf as 
ordinary occaſions; in times of real danger 
and caſes of the utmoſt extremity'; for, if 
it ſhould come to be proſtituted and hack= 
ney d about upon every little job and pre- 
tended occaſion, the eſſente of a free State 
will be entirely loſt, and this great extra- 
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ordinary power will be turned to the de- 


ſtruction of the People, which it was de- 
ſigned to prevent. Indeed the only diffe- 
rence between a deſpotick and a free Go- 
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vernment conſiſts in this, that an arbitrary 
Governor has no law but his Will, and 
therefore always acts by an unlimited ex- 
traordinary authority; whereas, the Go- 
vernor of a free People has laws preſcribed 
to him for his conduct, and is limited by 
laws in the ordinary courſe of his Govern 
ment; and therefore never acts in an abſo- 
lute unlimited manner, but when, upon ex- 
traordinary occaſions, the People think 
fit to intruſt him with ſuch a power. Thus 
the Roman Dittators were never created 
but on the greateſt emergencies, inveſted 
with an abſolute authority in all affairs, 
both civil and military, till the occaſion 
on which they were created ceaſed, and 
the danger was over. This power, whilſt 
it continued only temporary, was the real 
ſecurity of the State, and upon ſeveral oc- 
calions preſerved it from ruin: but when 
once it became ordinary, and the Difa- 
tor made himſelf perpetual, it immediately 
ſwallowed up the Liberties of that glorious 
People, and the Roman Commonwealth 
relapſed into its antient tyranny and ſer- 
vitude. / 

In — 90 we frequently exerciſe this 
extraordinary power, in oppoſition to the 
ordinary form of our Government: ſome- 
times, by taking off the legal reſtraint upon 
our Kings, and inveſting them with a ſort 
of Dictatorial authority; as in the ſuſ = 

| jon 


= 


EEE Y T-< &.T = 2.2 


Ne XXVII. The CrartsMAns 347 


fon of the Habeas Corpus Act, in times 
of a Conſpiracy, Rebellion, or imminent 
Sometimes the Legiſlature exer- 
ciſes this power itſelf (as it undoubtedl 
has a right to do) by Attaindert, or Bills 
of Pains and Penalties ex poſt facto; 
but it has never yet been exerciſed, and 1 
hope never will, but upon great and ex- 
traordinary emergencies. | 
There is another power of this nature, 
which our Princes, or their Miniſters, by 
their authority, exerciſe upon the like oc- 
caſions, 2/2. That of opening and reading 
letters at the Pos r-Orricx; which I ſup- 
poſe to be one of the antient prerogatioes 
of the Crown, becauſe I never heard of 
any Statute-Law to this purpoſe : for the 
Act Nono Annæ, intitled, An Act for 
eſtabliſhing a General Po- Office for all 
her Majeſty's Dominions, ſeems rather to 
allow of it, under ſome reftrittions, as a 
prior Right inherent in the Crown, than, 
to create and enatt ſuch a power; as will 
appear by the following Clauſe. 
* And whereas Abuſes may be commit- 
* ted by wilfully opening, imbezzeling, 
* detaining and delaying Letters or Pac- 
* kets, to the great diſcouragement of 
* Trade, Commerce and Correſpondence 
* for prevention thereof, be it Enacted by 
the Authority aforeſaid, that from and 
alter the ſaid firſt day of June one thou- 
| bY * ſand 
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fand ſeven hundred and eleven, no per: 
* ſon or Perſons ſhall preſume wittingly, 
* willingly, or knowingly, to open, de- 
* tain or delay, or cauſe to procure, per- 
* mit, or ſuffer to be opened, detained, or 
delayed, any Letter or Letters, Packet 
« or Packets, after the ſame is or ſhall be 
* delivered into the General, or other, 
* Poſt-Office, or into the hands of any Per- 
« ſon or Perſons employed for the recei- 
* ving or carrying Poſt-Letters, end be- 
* fore delivery to the Perſons to whom 
* they are directed, or for their uſe, Ex- 
* CEPT by an expreſs Warrant in writing, 
under the hand of one of the Principal 
* Secretaries of State; for Every ſuch 
* opening, detaining or delaying, Gc. 

But as the exerciſe of this extraordinary 
power, from whenceſoever originally deri- 
ved, or howſoever authorized (whether by 
any former Prerogative, or by the Power 
in this Clauſe) has never been publickly 
treated of, I hope a few obſervations on 
that head will not be thought impertinent 
or diſagreeable. 

It is agreed on all hands that, amongſt 
private perſons, nothing ought to be held 
more inviolable than the communication of 
our thoughts by a mutual intercourſe of 
Letters. 'The tender concerns and reci- 
procal endearments of Lovers ; the un- 


guarded intelligence of intimate Friends 
* *n 
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the myſteries of Tradeſmen and Mecha- 
nicks; the negotiations, contracts and en- 
gagements of mercantile perſons; the views, 
expectations and purſuits of ſome; the mif- 
fortunes and neceſſities of others; and the 
ſecrets of families in general, of whatfo- 
ever kind, which are conveyed in an epi- 
ſtolary manner, are things of ſo ſacred a 
nature, that, in all civiliz'd Countries, it 
has been eſteemed highly ſcandalous to ſa- 
tisfy our curioſity at another's expence. A 
man of true honour will as ſoon break open 
a lock as a Letter, which does not belong 
to him; and pick his neighbour's pocket, 
as ſoon as diſcover his #akedneſs in this re- 
ſpect; for a Letter, being the repreſenta- 
tive of the perſon's heart who ſends it, 
ought to paſs, without examination or in- 
terruption, to the hand to which it is di- 
rected ; fince, otherwiſe, this Convenience 
will be of little uſe to mankind, who would 
no more communicate their thoughts, in a 
free manner, upon many topicks, than they 
would talk upon them in publick company. 
When a man therefore has ſet down his 
thoughts upon a piece of paper, and put 
his ſignet upon it, he ought to be as ſafe as if 
he was privately talking to his friend in his 
cloſet ; and I cannot help thinking that man 
a worſe kind of eves-dropper, who breaks 
into this ſecret cabinet, than one who 

skulks 
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kulks under my window, or liftens thro 
the key-hole. 

What I have hitherto ſaid relates only 
to private perſons, who cannot, upon any 
account whatſoever, be juſtified in their 
violation of theſe ſecrets ; but it muſt not 
be applied to the Publick, which, bein 
inveſted, as I before obſerved, with a 5 
ficient power to defend itſelf, in times of 
danger or ſuſpicion, cannot be reſtrained, 
in the exerciſe of its authority, by little 
punctilios of Honour, or the niceties of 
good breeding ; for as the welfare of the 
People is the ſupreme Law, all private 
conſiderations whatſoever muſt give place, 
and be facrificed to that good end. 

Whenever therefore the Government re- 
ceives intelligence of any ſecret and dan- 
gerous tranſactions which are carrying on 
either at home or abroad, or entertains any 
well-grounded ſuſpicion of that nature, it 
is not only juſtifiable, but their duty, to 
examine the Maile, and to. uſe all other 
prudent precautions, in order to diſcover 
and defeat the deſigns of their enemies. 
Then is their time to exert this extraords- 
nary authority; in which they ſeem to act 
under the ſame wholſome commiſſion with 
that of an old Roman Dictator, nequid 
detriments Reſpublica capiat. 


Indeed 
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Indeed this practice of examining the 
publick correſpondence, in times of dan- 
ger, is ſo well known, and ſo many wick- 
ed plots and conſpiracies have been diſco- 
vered in this manner, that it is very unac- 
countable how men, who are engaged in 
ſuch hazardous deſigns, can be ſo weak as 
fo carry on their correſpondence in a way, 
which is ſo open and liable to detection; 
eſpecially ſince the art of decyphering is 
arrived to that perfection, which renders 
it almoſt impo!hble for them to deceive the 
enquiry of the Government by any ſort of 
figures or chara ters: nay, ſuppoling that 
they could find out a method of writing, 
which would puzzle the moſt skilful adepts 
in this art; yet fich a dark and unintelli- 
gible correſpondence would raiſe a ſuffi- 
cient alarm to make a wiſe Miniſtry ſet all 
their emiſſaries and engines at work, and 
thereby would have almoſt the ſame effect, 
as if their meaning were really unriddled. 

However, ſince it is notorious that ſome 
perſons, even very lately, have been ſo au- 
dacions or infatuated as to tranſa& their 
deteſtable deſigns in this manner, it well 
becomes the care of a vigilant adminiſtra- 
tion, to make uſe of this authority, when- 
ever there is any juft and zwelh-grounded 
occaſion for ſo doing. 

But herein conſiſts the difference between 
our happy conſtitution in England, and fe- 

Z 2 veral 
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veral arbitrary Governments abroad ; that 
this power is never exerciſed, amongſt us, 
but when there is a real occaſion, and it 
becomes neceſſary for our own ſafety ; we 
are never ſubject to having our Letters ran- 
ſack'd, and the ſecrets of our Families ex- 
poſed to the deriſion or reſentment of 
Great Men and little clerks, but when it 
is in order to ſecure our Liberties, and 
preſerve us from ruin: nor, indeed, ought 
it to be commonly practiſed, on the King's 
account, as well as the People's; becauſe 
it would, in a great meaſure, di/courape 
perſons from communicating their thoughts 
in this manner, unleſs on the moſt common 
and indifferent affairs, and thereby greatly 
prejudice his Majeſty's Revenue. 

For it is obſervable that the Reaſon, 
given for the Clauſe in the A& of Parlia- 
ment before-cited, is to prevent the iſcou- 
ragement to Trade, Commerce and Correſ- 
pondence, which I preſume will not be the 
leis diſcouraged by Secretaries of State 
opening Letters, than by other perſons ; 
and therefore even They ought not to prac- 
tiſe it but upon very urgent occaſions ; for 
which reaſon it is added in this Clauſe, 
that no perſon ſhall open any Letter, even 
by a Secretary's order, unleſs by an expreſs 
Warrant in writing for Every Sucu 
opening, &c. and I am very loth to give 
 gredit to the ſuggeſtions of ſome men, that 
ths 
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this hath been, at any Time, evaded by 
leaving a Blank, dormant Warrant at the 
Office, to be fill'd up at the Diſcretion of 
the Poſt-maſter general, by the Direction 
and for the ſervice of his Principals, as 
occaſion requires, 

It is, I preſume, on the ſame Account, 
(viz. to prevent any Diſcouragement 10 
Trade, Commerce and Correſpondence) 
that no Perſon hath yet been, is, or, I hope, 
ever will be thought proper to be placed at 
the Head of this Office, who is known' or 
ſuſpected to be concern'd in any Branch of 
Trade or Commerce whatſoever ; becauſe 
it would evidently give Him too great an 
Advantage over the Properties and Deal- 
ings of his Fellow- Subjects. 

But to proceed; in //avi/h Countries no- 
thing is more common than the exercife of 
this authority, not to ſecure the ſubjects from 
danger, but to involve them in it ; to make 
them give evidence againſt themſelves, and 
incur penaities which they do not deſerve; 
we ſhall,in thoſe Countries,often find it made 
uſe of (like aurIcuLar Conress10N) to 
gratify the jealouſy, curioſity or deſigns 
of a Great Man, by diving into the ſecrets 
of families, and acquainting himſelf with 
all their various circumſtances, inclinations, 
ſentiments, influences and paſſions ; whereby 
he knows how to conduct his own ſchemes: 
for he can judge from hence who are to be 

S943 - brought 


354 The Caarrsxax. Ne XXXVIL 


1 brought over to his Intereſt, and by what 
| means; whether by money, flattery, places 
or power; and can ſet his mark on others, 
whom he finds to be #nmanageable. 
A Poſt-office-general, thus managed, is a 
ſort 'of Microcoſm of intelligence, which 
contracts the various ſentiments and opinions 
of mankind within. its own little bounds ; 
and may be compared to a glaſs Bee-hive, 
through which the owner can view, at 
pleaſure, the different motions, contrivances 
and employments of the little buſy Colony 
within. | 
How unhappy muſt that People be, who 
live ina Country where ſuch an uſe is made 
of this authority ! and where an invention, 
which was firſt deviſed. for the eaſe and 
convenience of the ſubject, is ſo manifeſtly 
turn d to his injury and diſadvantage! 
'This is a circumſtance, to which thoſe na- 
tions, who formerly liv'd under fervitude, 
were not ſubject ; and is much more grie- 
vousthan even thoſe crowds of Spies and 
Hrformers, which are ſo frequently com- 
plained of, by antient Hiſtorians, in the 
courts of Tyrants. The Slaves. of old 
were only liable to the information of ſueh 
Men, and were in no danger of having 
their Packets rifled, and their private 
correſpondence expoſed to the ſight of jea- 
lous. Princes or revengeful Stateſmen ; by 
which means an innocent jeſt, an impartial 
2 repreſentation 
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repreſentation of current news, or an un- 
guarded expreſſion to a Friend may be 
made a mark of diſaffection, and the unjuſt 
cauſe of a Man's ruin; or at leaſt a bar to 
all his future views and expectations. The 
neareſt reſemblance to this practice which 
we meet with in ancient hiſtory, is the 
Stratagem of a famous Tyrant, whoſe 
wicked actions having render'd him jealous 
of all his People, even of his own. Dome- 
ſticks, Privados, and Boſom Favourites, 
order d the Rooms of his Palace to be con- 
trived in fuch a manner that all ſounds 
might be convey'd by pipes into that part, 
where he reſided himſelf; fo that nothing 
could be uttered, under his Royal-roof, tho 
in the loweſt whiſpers, which his attentive 
* could not eaſily diſtin» 
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How hard is the Condition of our Sex ? | 
In all the dear, —— Days of Youth, 


A rigid Father dictates to our Wills, | 
And deals out pleaſure with a ſcanty hand : 
To his the Tyrant Ausband's Reign ſucceeds, 
Proud with opinion of ſuperior Reaſon, 
He holds domeſtick Buſineſs and Devotion 
Al ue arecapable of knowing, —_—_— 1s, 
Like cloyſter & Ideots from the World's acquaintant. 


' 


Moxvay, April 17. 


V Deſign, in this paper, being to 
do Jultice to Perſons of all Con- 
al ditions and of either Sex, I car- 
not any longer ne the 
Glloniag Ln —_ a lojal 
female Correſpondent, in Defence of the 
moſt amiable part of the Creation; eſpe- 
cially, ſince the Arguments, alledged in 
their Behalf, are very plauſible, if not con 
vincing; and my fair Readers may depend 
on it, that J ſtill retain too ſtrong a ſenſe 
of the pleaſure, which I have formerly taken 
in their Converſation, to refuſe them any 
favour in my power; at leaſt ſo reaſonable 
a Requeſt as is now made to me; for ac- 
cording to the Poet, 


Old 
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old as 1 am, for Ladies ſport unfit, 

The pow'r of Beauty I remember yet, 

Which once inflam'4 my Love, and ſtill 
inſpires my wit. 


To CALEB D'ANVERS, Eſq; 


Venerable Sir, | 


Have for a long time been a ſilent Ob- 
ſerver of the inſolent ſuperiority which 
your Sex has aſſumed over ours, and of 
the many pretended advantages which they 
boaſt of on their ſide. They look upon us, for 
the molt part, as trifling amuſements and 
pretty playthings to toy away an hour 
with, to divert the Spleen, or ſoften the fa- 
tigues of ordinary Buſineſs : They allow 
us at beſt to be good domeſtick Drudges 
only, fit to manage the affairs of a Family; 
he Wl and excuſe themſelves to their ſneering 
al MW Companions, for mating with ſuch poor ſim- 
he ple creatures, by 0 with a ſupercilious 


8 


e- air, that we are neceſſary Ecils. In ſhort 
n they treat us, as if we were of another 
Species as well as another Sex, and there 
nd WW was as much diflerence between them and 
iſle I us, as between the rational and irrational 
en part of the Creation. 
ny WW Nay, ſome of the old ſelf-ſufficient Philo- 
ble I ſophers of your Sex (for I will not allow 
ac- WF lat there are no female philoſophers) have 
| carried 
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laugh at their Folly as much as 1 dehis 
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carried the point ſo far as to maintain thy 
Women have no ſouls. Poor wretches! | 


their Arrogance ; and as wiſe as They 
might think themſelves, I could eaſily e. 
poſe the abſurdity of excluding us from al 

the Concerns of the Commonzwealth. 
Indeed too many, even among u 
through Cuſtom, Education and early In. 
reſſions given them in their Childhood 
ook upon themſelves in the ſame Ligh 
They have been bred up in this opinion, and 
being contented, either through Indolence 
or want of thought, with the humble ſt 
tion which is allotted them, jog on in thei 
low Sphere, without any ambition, and 
really imagine themſelves an inferiour for 
of Beings to mankind, poſſeſſed with mea. 
er Capacities and more confin'd underſland- 
ings----But I, Sir, having ſtrictly examine 
this affair, am reſolved to let you and al 
the world know (if you dare to publi 
this Letter) that We not only hace ſoul; 
but ſouls as large and comprehenſive, 3 
capable of Improvement and of performins 

great actions, as any of you all. 

Were it only the pretty Tupee Sparks 
and fine Dreſſers of the age, who carehi 
themſelves with this notion, I ſhould nd 
think it worth my while to animadvert upd 
them; for even the weakeſt of our weak fe! 
(as they delight to call us).is more than: 
| mate! 
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match for the wiſeſt of them; we lead them 
by the noſe, and make what Duper and 
Bubbles of them we pleaſe, at the ſame 
Time that they deſpiſe us. But what pro- 
vokes me thus, is to find that ſeveral of the 
beſt writers of your ſex have the ſame deſ- 
picable opinion of us; one of whom ſays, 
that he utmoſt of a Woman's Charatter is 
contained in a domeſtick Life. I deny 
this with both my hands, and will prove 
it to be falſe ; but cannot, by the way, help 
obſerving that, provided it were true, it does 
not become Gentlemen of ſo much Honour 
and good nature (as They love to be thought) 
to be always inſulting their inferiours with 
Boaſts of their preheminence, and continu- 
ally ſnewing their wit upon us ſilly Women, 
who are in all Reſpects ſo much beneath 
them. Methinks this conſtant Endeavour 
to detract from us looks like a tacit Con- 
feſſion that They do not in their hearts be- 
lieve there is ſo wide a Difference between 
us, as they pretend, 

You ſay, that in Philoſophy, Mathema- 
ticks and all points of abſtruſe Learning the 
adyantage is manifeſtly on your fide : I 
grant it; but not that you have better Ca- 
pacities than we to attain theſe arts, pro- 
vided ours were equally cultivated and im- 
proved. We are not brought up to Litera- 
ture; and yet ſome of us, by our own appli- 
cation, have made a conſiderable figure in 
Aa a it: 
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It; whereas how many of thoſe vaſt num. 
bers of your ſex, who are kept ſeven or 
eight years at ſchool, and as many at the 
Univerſity, and have no pains nor expence 
ſpared for the Embelliſhment of your Minds; 
how many of you, I ſay, are there who, 
after all this, know nothing farther than the 
bare names of ſome particular Sciences and 
the Titles of a few common Books ? 

To upbraid us therefore with your ſupe- 
riority in Learning is juſt as reaſonable, as if 
one of us ſhould pretend to be a greater 
Genius than Sir Jaac Newton, becauſe ſhe 
underſtands Lace and Sils better. 

In domeſtick affairs, I think you grant 
us the precedence; you allow that we are 
very good Paſtry-cooks ; that we are per- 
_ acquainted with the mechaniſm of a 
Pudding or the ſtructure of a Pye ; that 
we can make Jellies or whipt Cream and 
manage a ſet Dinner with great order and 
dexterity. Why even this, as trifling as 
it may ſeem, is more than half the men in 
England can do. But is this all the Buſineſs 
of a good female Oeconomiſt? No; how 
many women could I mention, who have, by 
their wiſe Conduct and domeſtick Policy, 
retrieved the diſtreſs'd affairs of their Spend- 
thrift Huſbands, ſnatch'd them from the very 
Gates of a Priſon, and reſcued them from 
the laſt Extremities of Hunger and Infamy ? 
Does not this ſhew ſome wiſdom ? does it 

not 
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not bear ſome Reſemblance to redeemin 
the miſcarriages of a weak Government, — 
ſettling the Diſorders of a convuls d State? 
Yet ſuch is the Ingratitude of mankind; 
and ſo jealous are you leſt we ſhould come 
in Competition with you for Conduct and 
ſenſe, that whenever any Woman, for 
the ſake of her Huſband and Family, takes 
upon herſelf the Adminiſtration of affairs, 
ſhe is immediately branded by her neigh- 
bours with the character of a She-Tyrant, 
and the good man is called Hen*peck a; 
as if a Woman could not be prudent and 
diſcreet, without being a Termagant and a 
Vixon: from hence comes that witty ſaying; 
the grey Mare is the better Horſe, and that 
opprobrious Imputation of wearing the 
Breeches, which can imply no more than 
that a ce Woman is obliged to ſupply the 
place of a fooli/h Hucband, | 
Hitherto I have ſpoken of Women only 
in a private character; the principal objec- 
tion is to be anſwered ſtill, which is; that 
they are unequal to publick Buſineſs, and 
incapable of managing the great Concerns 
of Government and Mar. 2 
Now, if I had a mind to be fmart upon 
the fine Gentlemen of the Town, and railly 
them upon their negotiations with our ſex, 
believe I could puzzle them a little with 
ſome queſtions that I could put concerning 


the ſubtlety, penetration, fortitude and re- 


Aaa 2 folution 


362 The Crart$MAN, NO XXXVII. 


reſolution of ſome Dames whom they have 
met with: I could ask them whether They 
think it. impoſſible for a Woman to be tam 
Marte quam Mercurio, and whether they 
never heard of ſome buxom Laſſes who 
have been lately diſcovered in our Armies, 
after having ſerved with the utmoſt Gallan- 
try in ſeveral Campaigns : but leſt ! 
ſhould incur the cenſure, which is ' gene- 
rally paſſed upon us Women, of being im- 
pertinent upon all occaſions, and turning 
ſerious things into Ridicule, I ſhall careful- 
ly avoid every thing of that nature, and 
maintain a due Diſtinction between the 
Turns of a Tea-table and the Reaſonings 
of a ſolid Lucubration. N 

I will not inſiſt upon the Exploits of 
Camilla, Thaleftris and divers Amazonian 
Ladies whom we read of, becauſe perhaps 
you will reject them as fabulous; neither 
will I mention -any other Heroines of re- 
mote antiquity, however well atteſted, ei- 
ther of our own or foreign Countries, be- 
cauſe it will be inconſiſtent with the Con- 
_ Ciſeneſs of a Letter, and I have inftances 
nearer at hand, ſufficient for my preſent 

purpoſe. 
' To begin no higher than Queen Eliza- 
beth of ever glorious memory; when was 
the Britihh Name, both in peace and war, 
both at home and abroad, carried to a great- 


er height than in the Reign of that . 
ta 
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tal Princeſs ? Did ſhe not in perſon advance 
againſt the ineincible Armada which ſhe 
was threatned with from Spain, and were 
not all affairs of State conducted with as 
much ſound policy in her Reign as in any 
we read of either before or ſince, not ex- 
cepting even our late g/orious Treaties and 
wonderful Negotiations?-—-Do not ſay that 
it was owing to her choice of wiſe Mini- 
ſters, for that may be equally objected againſt 
any Prince whatſoever ; beſides, it is a cer- 
tain ſign of zwi/dom to make ſuch a wiſe 
choice; and I will defy you to inſtance any 
weak Prince, who for ſo many years to- 
gether always had the happineſs to blunder 
upon ſuch able Politicians. 

Perhaps it may be expected that I ſhould 
not, in this place, omit to mention the late 
Queen ANNE, in whoſe auſpicious Reign 
the Britiſh Arms and Name were carried 
to ſo great an Height, eſpecially during 
the firſt nine glorious years of her Govern- 
ment ; and I cannot help obſerving even 
concerning the latter pacifick part of her 
Life, notwithſtanding our zealous Party-Di- 
ſputes about it, that 750 perſons, who 
had the Conduct of her Counſels or appro- 
ved of their Meaſures, ſeem to have no 
Reaſon, at preſent, to be aſhamed either 
of their Politicſs or their Judgment. 

But what will farther inforce this Ar- 
gument, is the noble magnanimity and 
Princely 
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Princely wiſdom, with which the preſent 
Empreſs of Russ14a has begun her Reign; 
ſhe advanced her ſelf to that high Station, 
which ſhe adorns, by the ſole merit of her ex- 
traordinary virtues; and we. are told, with 
as much certainty as ſuch matters can be 
communicated to us, that the late Czax, 
her Husband, had fo great a veneration for 
her Judgment, that he conſulted hef in all 
his moſt ſecret and important Deſigns : in- 
deed the Dexterity and Addreſs, which ſhe 
has already diſcovered in the management 
of publick affairs, render it not at all incre- 
dible; and if the ſhould maintain the Go- 
vernment of that unwieldy Empire with the 
ſame Tranquillity and Succeſs which ſhe has 
hitherto done, I ſhall not donbt the Truth 
of what we have been told ; and I hope our 
Enemies in FAN cE (I mean the Enemies 
of our ſex) will allow thatthere is no Occa- 
ſion for a Salique Law. 

I ſhould be ungrateful to my own Coun- 
try if I did not in this place take notice of a 
PrxrNnczss adorned with the unſpotted vir- 
tue of the tzv0 firſt and with the great Abi- 
lities and wiſdom of them all ; a Princeſs, 
who hath diſtinguiſhed herſelf in a remark- 
able manner for the Proteſtant Religion, 
not only as ſhe is perfectly acquainted with 
the moſt intricate points of Divinity (which 
appears by the papers between the late fa- 
mous Mr, Leibnitz and the learned Dr. 

| Clarke) 
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Clarke) but as ſhe alſo refuſed one of the 
greateſt titles of this world, rather than 
comply with Popiſh ſuperſtition. I will 
only add, that Providence has rewarded 
her in a manner worthy of ſuch a pions re- 
ſolution by her near alliance to one of the 
greateſt Monarchies in Europe, and by ha- 
ving it entailed, in the fulleſt manner, up- 
on her illuſtrious Poſterity for ever. 

I hope you will not be ſo partial to your 
own ſex as to refuſe to do juſtice to the 
whole body of Womankind by inſerting 
this Letter, from 


Sir, 
Your conſtant Reader, 


BRITANNICA; 


The 
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Exemplo quodcumque malo committitur, ipfi 

Diſplicet Autori. Prima eſt hæc ultio, quod, ſe 
Judice, nemo nocens abſobvitur, improba quamvis 
Gratis fallacis Pretoris vicerit urnam. 
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FRI DAV, April 21. 
Ab-Church-Lane, April 1g. 
To CALEB D'ANVERS, Eſq; 

. Wirthy Sir, 


Aving been, for theſe many years, 
engaged in the cauſe of man- 
kind, by carrying on a fuc- 
£& ceſsful war againſt the /aft ene- 

my that is to be deſtroy d, 
preſume you are no ſtranger to my name 
or character; and as you ſeem to have the 
publick good equally at heart, I beg leave, 
with great humility, to make my applica- 
tion to you in this manner. 

I do not intend to trouble you, Sir, with 
an account of my common medicines, or 
with the numberleſs cures, however ſurpri- 


ꝛzing, which I have performed with them, 


for 
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for ſeveral years paſt, throughout all parts 
of this Kingdom; for theſe are points fo 
generally known and ſo publickly teſtified, 
almoſt every day, in the news papers, that 
I ſhould be inexcuſable to my Country, in 
whoſe ſervice you are ſo ſeaſonably and 
zealouſly engaged, ſhould I endeavour to 
detain you at preſent, or waſte your pre- 
cious moments with any tedious and unne- 
ceſſary relations of this nature. 


In publica commoda peccem, 
S longo ſermone morer tua tempora, Caleb; 


I ſhall therefore treſpaſs on your patience 
no longer than while I acquaint you with 
a wonderful diſcovery and improvement, 
which I have lately made in the art, my- 
ſtery and practice of Phyſick, frankly con- 
feſſmg, at the ſame time, that I took the 
firſt hint of it from the writings of an in- 
ceterate enemy ; but I hope it will not be 
thought the leſs valuable or deſerving the 
encouragement of the Publick on that ac- 
count : for, doubtleſs, a Gentleman of your 


great penetration and ſagacity muſt have 


obſerved, that as all publick-ſpirited de- 
ſigns are conſtantly attended with envy, 
clamour and ill-will (of which you your- 
ſelf are an ever-memorable inſtance) ſo a 
man of genius and capacity can draw ad- 
vantages from the objections which are 
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made againſt him, and improve the malice 
of perſonal enemies to the ſervice of the 
Publick. 


— fas eſt & ab hoſte d eceri. 


But to come to the point. You may re- 
member, Sir, that about fen or tpelce 
years ago, a celebrated Poet, till living, 
thought fit to vent his ſpleen againſt me in 
a ſmart little piece entituled, the Worms, 
occaſioned by the univerſal fame, even at 
that time, of my excellent Powders ; in 
which having endeavoured, with more plea- 
ſantry than argument, to prove that all 
mankind were only different ſpecies of rep- 
tiles, he has the two following ſtanzas, 
EA 


That Stateſmen are but Worms 3s ſeen 
By all their winding play; 
Their Conſcience is a Worm zwithin, 
That gnaws them night and day. 


O M re, thy till ere well employ d, 
And greater gain would rife, 

Could'ſt thou but make the Stateſman coid 
The Worm that never dies. 


| Now, Sir, though this waggiſh piece of 
1 wit and drollery gave me ſome uneaſineſs 
5 at that time, by turning my medicines into 
Ld. 5g ridicule, 
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ridicule, and expoſing me to the deriſion 
of the Town; yet it ſtarted a thought in 
my head, that a remedy might be prepared 
to bring away this troubleſome never-dying 
inſet, and I have not reſted fince, till I 
had brought it to perfection; which, at 
length, with great expence, ſtudy and la- 
bour, I have accompliſn'd. 

I am willing to take the Pots word for 


it, that my skill has been well employed, 


and that ſo uſeful a diſcovery will amply 
recompence all my pains and application. 
For though it is generally believed that 
few Stateſmen are much afflicted with this 
terrible inmate, yet upon a carefal inſpec- 
tion of human nature I find it to be a vul- 
gar error, and am fully ſatisfied that, not- 
withſtanding the outward placid beha- 
eiour and ſmiling aſpett of theſe men 
(which may be the effect of habit and art) 
their own minds often put them on the 
rack, and torment them with reflections 
on the vile meaſures which they are pur- 
ſuing. 

I cannot therefore, in the leaſt, doubt 
that this notice will be very agreeable to 
wicked Politicians and ill-defienins Mi- 
niſter of all Nations, who will be glad to 
hear that a method is at length found out 
to ſilence the murmurs of a grumbling con- 
[cience, and put a ſtop to the remonſtrances 
of that factious boſom-malecontent ; eſpeci- 
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ally in the preſent ſeene of affairs, when 
ſeveral dirty jobs muſt be done, and thy 
molt unwarrantable meaſures ſeem necef. 
ſary to be taken by the diſturbers of the 
publick tranquillity, in order to patch up 
their former bung/ing miſchief, and get rid 
of thoſe difficulties, in which they have 
involved all Europe as well as themſelves. 
In ſhort, Sir, this matchleſs invention 
and noſirum wants only to be known, in 
order to be univerſally encourag'd ; which 
makes me apply to you for your approba- 
tion; and, I hope, I need not deſpair of 
it, ſince you have been pleaſed to recom- 
mend the Golden Specifick in fo ſtrenuous 
and effectual a manner: for though my 
brother KINO is, beyond all doubt, a very 
able practitioner in his way, and his $pe- 
cifick is an excellent remedy in thoſe di- 
ſtempers, for which it is recommended; yet 
give me leave to obſerve, that as the ma- 
{ady, which I propoſe to cure, is much 
more grievous and painful, ſo the Medicine 
which removes it, ought to be eſteemed 
the more valuable ; -for that which relieves 
a fit of the ſpleen or ovapours, will not 
give eaſe to the violent rackines and cor- 
roſtons of a vulnerated Conſcience, There 
cannot be a ſtronger proof of this, than the 
confeſſion and example of Dr. King him- 
ſelf, who hath lately thought fit to apply 
to me in this diſtemper, and thongh he has 
| not 
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not been under my care above three or four 
days, yet he is viſibly on the mending hand, 
and I hope to make a perfect cure of him 
in a ſhort time; for he has already diſco- 
vered very hopeful /ymproms of his reco- 
very, being in a great meaſure free from 
that uneaſy compunttion of mind, and thoſe 
continual nocturnal pains, with which he 
was heretofore ſo grievouſly afflicted. 

As I deſign, for the future, to advertiſe 
in your paper, I have ſent you a catalogue 
of the cures Which I have already comple- 
ted with this new-invented remedy, teſti- 
fed under the hands of my Patients them- 
ſelves, according to cuſtom, and defire 
they may be inſerted in your next Craftſ- 
man; for which the bearer will ſatisfy you. 
I hope to ſend you ſeveral more in a ſhort 
time, and am, 


Worthy Caleb, 


Your conſtant Reader, Admirer 
and Fellow-Labourer, 


J- Me. 


The Reader may remember that J was 
under apprehenſions of being peſtered with 
Letters and Advertiſements from all the 
uach about Town, when I publiſhed 
my recommendation of Dr. Kixc's Spe- 

cifick, 
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cifick, and the event has exactly anſwered 
my expectations; for there is ſcarcely a 
pretender to Phyſick in this Metropolis or 
the ſuburbs of it, who has not applied to 
me, either by himſelf or his friends, by 
word of mouth or by letter, directly or in- 
directly, for the ſame favour. It is almoſ 
incredible what - multitudes of petitions ! 
have rejected, what preſſing importunities 
have withſtood, and what tempting bribes 
of all kinds I have refuſed, rather than con- 
tribute, like the late famous Dr. C- and 
others, to any impoſitions on the Publick, 
by proſtituting my name in oenal certif- 
cates and recommendations. But nothing 
has ſurprized me ſo much as this letter from 
Mr. M—re, which contains ſuch a ſhame- 
leſs requeſt, that nothing could have indu- 
ced me to print it, but a deſigm to expoſe 
it. I hope, for the ſake of virtue and com- 
mon honeſty, that this remedy is only a 
creature of the Author's brain, and the ex- 
travagant rhodomontade of a boaſting , 
modern Emperick: but if there ſhould 
really prove to be any truth in this diſco- 
ery, I think the uſe of ſuch a pernicious 
medicine ought to be prohibited, in a civi- 
liz d Nation, like cheww'd Bullets, liquid 
Fire, or white Gunpowder in war; for 
as cirtue is commonly its 62972 reward, ſo 
dice too often eſcapes without any other 
puniſhment than that, which the cycicut 
feel in their ozon brea/s, It 
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It is at leaſt ſome ſatisfaction to an in- 
ur d Nation, to conſider that however an 
exalted Criminal may proſper in his de- 
ſigns, he conſtantly carries a tormentor 
about him, and ſecretly executes juſtice 
upon himſelf ; that whatever ſunſhine he 
may diſcover in his face, or however, by 
conſtant flattery and ſumptuous living, he 
may keep up his ſpirits and ſupport his 
grandeur in publick, yet when he retires 
into his cloſet, or lays himſelf down on his 
pillow, he ſtarts at his own power, and 
feels the moſt exquilite tortures in reflecting 
on the triumphs of his Guilt ; his thoughts 
are diſturbed by day and his ſleep by night; 
his own DREAMS deſtroy his quiet as much 
as the VIsioNs of others, and he finds as 
little ſolid comfort in the ſincere repreſen- 
tations of his own heart as in the ſordid 
adulation of, his pretended friends, or 
the well-grounded oppoſition of his real 
enemies. | 

cannot therefore be ſo great an enemy 
to the good of mankind, as to contribute 
my aſliſtance, in any manner, towards era- 
dicating a principle which is often the only 
check upon wicked men, and the only pu- 
niſhment of evil actions. But if Mr, Are 
will content himſelf with continuing his 
hoſtilities, as uſual, againſt common di- 
llempers, nobody ſhall be more ready than 
myſelf to recommend him to the world, 

according 
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according to his deſert. Nay, to give hin 
an inſtance of my good-will, I will con. 
municate to him a project, which I apyre. 
hend will in a great meaſure anſwer all the 
es of his other invention, conſiſtent 
with publick good and the welfare of man. 
kind; I mean by ſubduing another Vorn, 
natural to human minds, called, the Vn 
of Avarice, which is full as inſatiable 3; 
the Worm of Conſcience: If my ingeniou 
friend can, by any vermi ſugous prepars- 
tion, bring away or deſtroy this pernicious 
Animalcule, which commonly fore: runs, 
breeds and cheriſhes the other, I will not 
only promiſe him all the aſſiſtance in my 
power, but likewiſe undertake for the en- 


couragement and approbation of all honeſ 
men. 


T ht 
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Tros, Tyriuſve fuar, mullo Diſcrimine * 
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Moxpay, April 24. 


H O' nothing is more commonly 
talk'd of and wiſh'd for in Con- 
verſation, as a deſireable Bleſ- 
= (ing, than a CoaLiTION of Par- 
ties and the Extinction of all thoſe miſchie> 
vous Denominations, which have ſo long 
kept up our inteſtine Diviſions and exgſpe- 
rated one part of the Kingdom againſt the 
other; yet nothing ſeems to have been 
really leſs defign'd or attempted by Perſons 
of either ſide, whoſe conduct and proceed- 
ings are living Contradictions to their words 
and profeſſions. They are all forward, in 
their turns, to lament the unhappy Diſtin- 
ctions which prevail amongſt us, and at the 
ſame time equally contribute their aſſiſtance 
to promote and inflame them, by bringing 
every action, either of a publick or private 
nature, to this Teſt, and deciding the affairs 
of the World more by Party and Faction, 
than by Truth, Reaſon and Equity. 
This Spirit of Animofity and Dipiſion 
Cee is, 
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is, in a manner, Hereditary and innate ; or 
at leaſt, like the pa Tove, it is eaſiy 
kindled in youthful minds, and often hurries 
them into violence and exceſs, Young men 
are naturally furious in their ptrſuits, and 
having been carefully train'd up in the Be- 
lief of one particular ſer of opinions, and 
in a flrong veneration for one particular 
Body of men, in oppolition to another, diſ- 
tinguiſh'd by different names, 'They think 
that they cannot adhere to their Denomina- 
tion with too much obſtinacy, nor maintain 
what are called their Principles with too 
much zeal and vehemence. Ihe common 
prejudices and early impreſſions of Educa- 
tion, join d with a deference to the Judg- 
ment of Parents and Inſtructors, ſeldom fail 
to prAluce theſe Effects. But this warmth, 
like the paſſion before- mentioned, generally 
wears off with the advance of years; we 
cool by degrees as we grow old, in our af- 
fection for empty names and idle diſtin- 
ions, being taught by experience that one 
as well as the ober is all vanity aud vexa- 
tion of Spirit. 

There are, indeed, ſome men, who carry 
both theſe paſſions along with them to the 
Grave, and diſcover all the violence of 
youth in the impotence of old age; but 
what a ridiculous and contemptible figure do 
They make in either caſe? There is, me- 
thinks, a very near reſemblance between 

an 


kun 


No XL. The CRAFTSMAN. 377 
an old doting Partiſan and a ſuperannuated 
Lover ; for however excuſeable or becom- 
ing theſe paſſions may be, at proper ſeaſons, 
in young men, ſuch a political Bigottry 
and fondneſs for names, without any mean- 
ing, are as unbecoming Wrinkles and grey 
Hairs, as Venery and Lewdneſs. 

But leſt I ſhould be miſunderſtood or 
miſrepreſented on this ſubject, as endeavour- 
ing to write down all Zeal for publick 
Good and diſcourage all diſtinction between 
the Priends and Enemies of our Country, 
I deſign to explain what I mean by a 
Coalition of Parties, and how far I could 
with that all names of Diſtinction were 
laid aſide. 

Every body knows that, for near a Cen- 
tury paſt, this Kingdom hath been almoſt 
continually agitated with Contentions, 
occaſion'd by mutual Jealouſies and un- 
eaſineſſes between the Prince and the Peo- 
ple, for Liberty on one fide and the Prero- 
gative on the other; in which alſo Religion 
has not been a little concern'd. Theſe 
Diſputes, which have divided the Nation 
into two great Factions, and brought a- 
dout ſeveral wonderful Revolutions in our 
Government, ſeem, at preſent, to be in a 
great meaſure terminated by the firm Eſta- 
bliſhment of the Proteſtant Succeſſion, a- 
gainſt all Attempts to defeat it, and the 
general aflection of the People to his Ma- 
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Majeſty's Perſon, Family and Government, 
Notwithſtanding this, the names of Dif. 
tinction are ſtill kept up, when our dif- 
ferences are ſo generally reconcil'd, and 
we preſerve the ſame bitterneſs, hatred and 
animoſity againſt one another, whilſt we 
are in the ſame Intereſt and purſue the ſame 
End, as when we profeſſed contrary views 
and took meaſures diametrically oppoſite. 

If you ask a Whig for his opinion of a 
Tory, he'll tell you, in general, that he is 
a 2 te or a Papiſt, a Friend to ar- 
bitrary Government and againſt the Liber- 
ties of the People both in Church and 
State. 

Take the character of a hig, in like 
manner, from a Tory, and you will hear 
him deſcrib'd to be a man of Republican 
Principles, a Presbyterian, and a ſworn 
enemy to the Church of England and the 
Regal Preropgatice ; nay, it will be well 
for him, if he is not ſet forth as a down- 
right Atheiſt, or Libertine, and an enemy 
to all Government whatſoever. 

But will either a Yig or a Tory, if 
you put the ſame queſtions ſeparately to 
them, acknowledge theſe characters to be 
juſt, or adopt ſuch principles as their own: 
No; there is not, I believe, one in an 
hundred of either party who would not 
deny them in the moſt ſolemn manner, and 
exclaim very loudly againſt ſuch W 
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table treatment : the juſt inference from 
which is, that as every man muſt be ſup- 
poſed to wiſh for his own happineſs, and 
conſequently for the welfare of his Coun- 
try; ſo no man of common ſenſe, who 
hath the leaſt knowledge of the Conſtitu- 
tion of this Nation, can poſſibly eſpouſe 
ſuch principles; and therefore it is very 
unjuſt to charge any perſon with maintain- 
ing tenets which he ſolemnly denies, and 
which, being inconſiſtent with his own in- 
tereſt, he cannot reaſonably be ſuppoſed to 
maintain. 

It muſt be confeſſed, indeed, that there 
are ſtill ſome perſons who, either from the 
unhappy tendency of their Religion, from 
old inveterate prejudices, or an unaccoun- 
table way of thinking, are ſo far enemies 
to themſelves, as to wiſh for the ſubverſion 
of this Government in favour of a Popiſb 
Pretender, and arbitrary power ; but 
theſe, it is to be hoped, are ſo inconſide- 
rable for their numbers, and more ſo for 
their riches and ſtrength, that their prin- 
ciples ought not to be extended to the 
whole body, or even to the major part of 
the Tories, though they have generally 
paſled, in our Party Conteſts, under that 
denomination. 

What therefore is to be wiſh'd, in our 
preſent circumſtances, is that all perſons, 
however diſtinguiſh'd by Party Appeila- 
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tions, who are truly in the Intereſt of the 
preſent Government, and deſire the Con- 
tinuance of it, would conſolidate them- 
ſelves into a Body, and unite in meaſure; 
againſt the common Enemies of their Coun- 
try, whether foreign or dome”ick ; that 
they would forget all their former unreaſo- 
nable Animoſities, and whilſt they are e- 
qually exerting their endeavours to accom- 
pliſh the ſame end, vis. the happineſs of 
their Country, that they would not quar- 
rel with one another about any differences 
in judgment. concerning the means. 

Let the trur Sons of the Church and e- 
ſpecially the Clergy lay aſide all unneceſ- 
ſary fears or 1 of its danger, and 


content themſelves with thoſe Rights, Im- | 
minities and Powers, with which the Law 
hath inveſted them, withoutendeavouring to ? 
ſtretch them any farther. Let the Prote- Ml * 
ftant Diſſenter acquieſce under that Tolera- 

tion and thoſe Privileges with which the Wl * 
Legiſlature hath thought fit to indulge him. . 
Let the hig enjoy his liberty and proper- 6 
ty in its fulleſt Latitude, without reproach- a 
ing the Tory as an Enemy to both ; and MC 
let the Tory, in his turn, drop all his bit- I 
terneſs and malevolence againſt the Mig, 0 
as diſaffected to Monarchy and Religion; , 


or rather let the very names of hig and Jo- 
ry be forever buried in oblivion, and let 
there be, for the future, no other diſtincti- 
i | on 
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on known amongſt us, but of © T hoſe (as 
« our late g/orious Deliverer expreſs d it) 
« who are for the Proteſtant Religion and 
© the preſent Eſtabliſhment, and of thoſe 
© whomean a Popiſh Prince and a French 
© Government. | 

] would not be underſtood, by ſuch a Co- 
alition, to mean a ſordid Compliance, at 
at all Times, with the meaſures of a Court 
or the demands of great Men ; for as Mi- 
niſters often have private ſelfiſh views, ſe- 
parate from the intereſt of their Prince, as 
well as their Country, it is the Duty of 
every loyal Subject and honeſt Briton to 
oppoſe and uſe all his endeavours to defeat 
them, Cicero very juſtly obſerves, that 
ſuch a mean ſulſerviency is rather a Conſpi- 
racy than a Coalition. Si omnia facien- 
enda ſunt, que Amici celint, non Amici- 
tiæ tales, Gd Conjurationes putandæ ſunt. 

Neither do I eſteem the Conjunttion of 
afew LEADING MEN on both fades, for 
cenal and corrupt ends, to be properly a 
Coalition of Parties, or ſuch an union as is 
deſirable in any Nation; for at this rate, 
Catiline and his Aſſociates might have 
lanctified their Conſpiracy with the name 
of a Coalition, becauſe there were wicked 
men of all parties engag'd in that deſign ; 
but we know in what light their deteſtable 
I ranſactions were look'd upon by the ho- 


teſt part of the Roman People; and in- 
deed 
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deed all Combinations of this kind, in am 


Nation, ought to be rejected and abhorr'{ 
by the united body of borh Parties, be. 
cauſe both Parties are equally deſertid 
and betrayed by ſuch Combinations. 

In fine, by a Coalition I mean the cord 
al Union and Co- operation of Perſons of 
all denominations in the true intereſt and 
ſervice of their Country, without any at- 
tachment to ain Names, which can ſerve 
only to keep alive our deſtructive Animo- 
ſities and promote the ſiniſter views of am- 
bitious Men, at the expence of our private 
happineſs and the publick good. As this i 
the only Coalition, which can either be de- 
ſired or juſtified, ſo I hope my Country- 
men will no longer ſuffer themſelves to be 
impoſed on by artful Demagogues and il 
deſigning Patrons of Faction; eſpecially 
ſince experience has, I think, ſufficiently 
taught them the miſchief and folly of ſuch 
Conduct. Inſtead of dividing our ſelves 
into oppoſite Parties, and branding one a- 
nother with odious diſtinctions, let us 
chearfully concurin the common Cauſe, and 
make the intereſt of Great-Britain the 
only rule of all our Actions. Let us not, 
for the future, run blind-fold into any Pro- 

ſals, however romantick and unreaſora- 
ble, becauſe they are offered by one ſet of 
men, nor madly ſhut our Ears to any ob- 


jections, however juſt and well-grounded, 
becauſe 
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becauſe they are ſtarted by another. This 
will be the ſureſt and only method of re- 
ſtoring Peace and Commerce, of reviving 
our drooping manufactures, of leſſening 
our Debts and reducing our T axes; at the 
ſame time that it will moſt effectually ſe- 
cure us from foreign violence and protect us 
againſt Jomeſtick corruption. 
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Quale Portenttim requie militaris 

Daunia in latis alit æſculetis; 

Nec Jubæ Tellus generat, Leonum | 
Arida Nutrix. H o R. 
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FR IDA x, April 28. 


. Otwithſtanding the notorious In- 
I fidelity and Libertiniſm of the 
Age, in which we live, with 

regard to all ſorts of Prodigies, 
Portents and Omens, I amnot aſhamed to 
acknowledge ſome belief in ſuch extraor- 
dinary Appearances, when they are 
confirmed by ſubſequent, extraordinary 
Events; which 1 think cannot be entirely 
rejected, unleſs we diſcredit the concurrent 
Teſtimonies of the beſt Hiſtorians antient 
and modern, ſacred. and prophane ; parti- 
D d d eularly 
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cularly Licy, Clarendon and Echard. 1 
ſhall not dwell on thoſe wonderful appari- 
tions, ſo generally known, which preceded 
the Aſſaſſmation of Julius Ceſar and the 
great Duke of Buckingham ; but haſten to 
the point in view, by making ſome obſerva- 
tions on thoſe equally-ſurprizing Omens, 
which happen'd, as it were but Yeſterday, 
amongſt our ſelves. | 

Indeed the laſt year may be juſtly e- 
ſteem'd a Near of Wonders, not inferior to 
any recorded in Hiſtory, whether we con- 
ſider it either with relation to thoſe uncom- 
mon, przter-natural Effects, which have 
raiſed the aſtoniſhment and curiolity of the 
Publick, or to thoſe extraordinary Events 
that have ſucceeded them; the latter of 
which, in my opinion, ought to be look'd 
on as the completions or accompliſhments 
of what the former were deſign'd to be 
Types, Notices and Predittions. 

It would be endleſs to enumerate all 
thoſe ſtupendous Prodigies, miſhapen Mon- 
ſters, ſtrange Sights and unheard of Won- 
ders, which have been lately exhibited to 
our Eyes. Not to ment ion the zwi/d hu- 
man Juuth brought forth by an old Oak, 
in a deſart, uninhabited Foreſt abroad, or 
the young Lyons whelp'd, in ſo uncom- 
mon a manner, at home, we have ſeen 
black Swans, white Bears, ſix-leg d Cows, 
Men with two heads, flying Horſes, ſpeak- 
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ing Dogs and dancing Elephants in abun- 
dance ; which would have employ'd all the 
attention of antient Oracies to explain, 
Channe-Row was never ſo plentifully 
ſtock d, as it hath been for the laſt Sum- 
mer and Winter, with portentous Rarities 
of all kinds; which at the ſame time that 
they ſerve to amuſe the vulgar and igno- 
rant, excite the curiolity of learned Men, 
and prepare their minds for Events, ſuit- 
able to ſuch omi nous Prognoſtications. 

I ſhall confine my ſelf, at preſent, to on- 
ly three of the moſt amazing Phenomena 
which have lately made their appearance 
amongſt us, og. the famous Rabbit Bree- 
der of Godalmin in Surry; the prodigious 
three-leg'd Eagle, which was taken alive 
this Spring in the Veald of Kent; and 
the wonderful YDung-man, who was de- 
liverd, but t'other Day, of a chopping Girl 
in Fetter- Lane. 

As theſe ſeveral Appearances are equal- 
ly prater-natural and aſtoniſhing with any 
that we read of in the Hiſtory of antient 
or modern Times, ſo it would be the moſt 
inexcuſeable negligence in a publick-ſpirit- 
ed writer, to let them paſs without any 
Comment or Examination, at a Time, 
when we are ſurprized, on every fide, with 
the moſt unexpected occurrences and events, 
to which theſe Phenomena ſeem to bear ſa 


manifeſt a Relation. 
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For this Reaſon, tho I do not pretend 
to any great depth in Augury, Arnſpicy 
and Oracular Learning, I cannot ſuffer 
my ſelf to be entirely ſilent on a ſubject of 
ſuch Conſequence to this Kingdom; and 1 
hope that any Ignorance or want of proper 
Abilities, which I may diſcover on this 
occaſion, will be thought at leaſt more 
excuſeable than the ſhameful /z/ence and 
neglect of others, who are better qualified 
for ſuch a Task. | 

I know the world is, at preſent, generally 
prejudiced againſt the poor Woman of 
Godatlmin, and look upon the reputed Rab- 
bit-birth as a common Cheat, Forgery 
and Impoſture ; which can be imputed on- 
ly to the Inconſiſteney of ſome Relations 
that have been made of this Affair, and 
the prevailing Infidelity, before-mention'd, 
with regard to Prodigies of all kinds. 
But I have always profeſſed and ſhall con- 
ſtantly pay ſuch a Deference to learned men, 
of all profeſſions, in their reſpective Em- 
ployments, and eſpecially to the Faculty of 
Phy/ick, that I could never be induced to 
join in the common Cry, by detracting 
from the Credit of this ſtory, and preſum- 
ing tobe wiſer than men of the greateſt Ex- 
perience, moſt profound judgment and 
unqueſtionable Integrity, who were ſo 
deeply concerned in this affair, and, having 
made theſe ſtudies the buſineſs of their 

| 1 
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Lives, muſt be ſuppoſed better acquainted 
with them than any other Perſons. 

Tho I have my ſelf ſuffer d a great deal 
of Slander and Ridicule, in common with 
theſe skilful Adepts and Operators, for 
my Credulity in this matter, yet I found my 
ſelf, every Day, more and more contirm'd in 
the Belief of it, by whathas ſince happen'd 
among ſt us; of which Itake that ſurprizing 
occurrence to be a remarkable Preſape ; 
and I think no body can doubtit any longer, 
after the full Diſcharge of Mrs. Tofts 
from her confinement, and all future en- 
quiry about it; which I am confident ſhe 
would not have obtain'd, if there had been 
any reaſonable Grounds to form a Proſecu- 
tion againſt Her. 

The truth therefore of this wonderful 
Conception and Delivery being thus eſta- 
bliſh'd, as I think, beyond all diſpute; it 
remains to be conſidered what Event ſuch 
an anomalous Produttion can be ſuppoſed 
to prognoſticate or point out to us: but this 
a ſubject of ſo tender a nature, that it is 
not yet a proper ſeaſon to enlarge upon it 
any farther ; I muſt therefore leave it, at 
preſent, to the conjectures of every diſcern- 
ng Reader; not in the leaſt doubting 
tat Time and a little Patience will ex- 
pain it, in the fulleſt manner, to the moſt 
common apprehenſions. 
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 Iſhall therefore beg leave to paſs on tothe 
ſecond ſtrange and portentous Phenomeny, 
which I have juſt mention'd and propoſe 
to conſider ; namely, the monſtrous grey 
Eagle with three Legs, which was latel 
caught by a Kentih Shepherd, whilſt fi 
was committing the moſt terrible Ravage 
on the young Lambs, under his care, in 
Romney-Marſh. This omen, I think, may 
be eaſily underſtood, explained and apply. 
ed by any Perſon, who hath the leaf 
knowledge in Emblems and Hierogh 
phicks ; for an Eagle being the known 
Symbol of Empire, as a Lamb is of the 
Britiſh Woollen Manufatture, it canno 
be doubted that, by this wonderful tin. 
legd Bird of Prey, ought to be underſiod 
the late Confederacy of Three very for 
midable Potentates ( viz, the Emperor, tht 
Czarina and the King of Spain) in orde 
to ſuppreſs our Manufactures, and deprive 
us 4 our Trade and Commerce. It is fat 
ther obvious to infer (and I obſerve it wi 
the greateſt pleaſure) that as this lordly-fez 
ther d Tyrant and ravenous Invader d 
Property was timely ſurprized in his Depre 
dations, by the vigilance and courage of 1 
careful Shepherd, ſo thoſe ambitious, u. 
grateful and daring Monarchs will de 


| thortly obliged to deſiſt from their exord: 


tant Demands and unwarrantable Uſurpi- 


tions, by the unſhaken Reſolution and mol 
| incol. 
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We may explain the other Heterogeneous 
production in almoſt the ſame political 
manner; for the Circumſtance of a Yung 
man's being got with Child and actually 
brought to bed of a Daughter, is ſo con- 
trary to all the ordinary Laws of Nature 
and ſuch a total 7nver/ron of the properties 
of his ſex, that it ſeems to bear no ſmall 
reſemblance to that anaccountable Con- 
junction, which, according to a late excel- 
lent writer, was out of the Road of all 
Policy and of which he found it fo dif- 
ficult to give any reaſonable ſolution. 

I know that fome Perſons have endeav- 
our d to explain this Phenomenon, by apply- 
ing it to the late Tranſmutation of Sexes 
at our Maſquerades and other polite Aſ- 
ſemblies; but I chuſe rather to adhere to 
the former Expoſition as more appoſite and 
momentous ; or at leaſt to apply it to the 
latter , only inaremoteand ſecondary ſenſe. 

It may indeed be objected to both theſe 
Interpretations, that the Type is preceded 
by the Anti-type, and that the ſymbol or 
Thing fqgnifying comes after the Thing 
franified ; which, we are told, by a late 
Mriter, often happens in Prophecies and 
typical Applications. But I ſhall leave 
this point to be controverted by our _- 

ern 
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Vide the Enquiry, &c. Page. 8, and 88. 


as our Enemies have entered into a moſt 


between ug and ſome of our preſent Allies. 


290 The Crarrsman' Ne XII 


dern Religious Di(putants, it being of 
importance in the preſent Caſe; which u. 
lates to political matters, as it cannot de 
troy that Analogy or Reſemblance he. 
tween two or more extraordinary Event; 
which is all that I defign or deſire to pro 
in this Paper. 10 29% 

I cannot conclude without obſerving that 


unaccountable Conjuntion, out of the Road 
of all Policy (to which our late Prodigiu 
and Portents bear ſo near a Relation) and 
ſome Proteſtant Princes have thought fi 
to join in a + popiſh Plot againſt the Liber. 
ties of Europe; ſo it no. leſs 2wonderfulh, 
and as it were, prozidentially falls out, 
that a very powerful Popiſh Prince finds 
himſelf inclin'd (as no doubt it is his Interęſ 
to unite cordially with us, and enter into a 
Proteſtant League, to defeat ſuch deſigns, 
and curb the Ambition of theſe Popiſb Cor 
federates. 

At the ſame time, it muſt be confeſſed 
that this is a ſcene of zwonder and aſtoniſb- 
ment, for which we ought to be very 
thankful to Providence ſince this Infatuation 
of our Enemies, in concerting a Treaty ſo 
contrary to their own Intereſt, is, perhaps, 
the only Thing, which could have eſtabliſhed 
ſo firm a League, Union and Friendſhip 
T he 
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mutato Nomine, de T's 
Fabula narratur. Ho x. 
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Monvay, May 1, 


. H O' there is commonly a mix- 
ture of good and ill Qualities in 
* the compoſition of every human 
D character, and hardly any man 
is either perfectly good or compleatly bad ; 
yet if we judge of mankind by the chara- 
&ers which they bear, either living or dead, 
we ſhall generally find them to be all An- 
gels or all Devils, made up of pure virtue 
without any allay of vice, or compoſed of 
all vice without the leaſt tincture of virtue 
or morality. : 

This prevailing partiality is ſometinies 
owing to the weight of thoſe virtues or vi- 
ces which predominate in every man's cha- 
racter, ad ſwallow up his oppoſite Quali- 
ties; ſometimes to the prevalence of Facti- 
ons and the force of Flattery and Defama- 
tion, according as they are reſpectively 
apply d. 

No man of Antiquity is handed down to 
us in a more amiable light than Marcus 


„% Tullius 
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Tullius Cicero, the famous Roman Orator; 
and perhaps no man's character, in general, 
better deſerves the appiauſe and imitation 
of the preſent Age or Poſterity ; yet, ſome 
perſons, by viewing only one ſide of it, have 
worked themſelves into a kind of Enthuſi- 
aſm for his name, and having heard ſo much 
of his Oratory and Zeal againſt Catiline, 
will not ſuffer themſelves to believe that 
ſuch a man could have any failings, defects, 
or infirmities ; though it is maniteſt, even 
from his own writings, that he was exceſ- 
ſively ©ain of himſelf, eſpecially of his 
Poetry, which was execrable ſtuff ; and per- 
haps he might have ſeveral other frailties, 
which are now buried in his more diſtin- 
iſhed virtues and abilities. 

I do not deſign to enter into the merits of 
the Quarrel between Saluſt and Cicero, nor 
to juſtify the ſevere things which are char- 
ged upon the latter in the following Decla- 
mation; but as his character hath been 
much hackney'd about of late, and ſome 
Perſons, both within and without Doors, 
have been very buſy in making Compart- 
ſons and Ana to it, I thought it might 
not be an improper time to attempt the FU 
lowing little piece in Engliſb, for the uſe of 
thoſe Gentlemen, jn their future Parallels 
and Applications 
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SALUST againſt Cicrro. 


A 


DECLAMATION. 
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Would ſubmit, however reluctaatly, 

to all thy falſe Accuſations, O! Mar- 
cus Tullius, provided I were ſatisfy d 
that this abuſive Language proceeded ra- 
ther from ill judgment than a diſtemper d 
mind. But ſince I obſerve that you have 
ſhaken off all manner of temper and mo- 
deſty, 1 will make you ſome reply; fo 
that if you have receiv'd any pleaſure 
from ſpeaking ill of others, you may 
now loſe it, by hearing evil of your ſelf, 
But where ſhall I appeal ? to whom, 
Fathers, ſhall I make my complaint, 
that the Common- wealth is torn in pieces 
and become the prey of every audacious 
Traytor ? Shall I apply to the Roman 
People, who are ſo far ſunk in Corrup- 
tion, that they are ready to ſell them- 
ſelves and their Families to the beſt Bid- 
der 2 or ſhall I call upon you, Fathers, 
whoſe Authority is become the ſcorn and 
deriſion even of the moſt infamous and 
abandon'd part of mankind ? whilſt Mar- 
cus Tullius takes upon himſelf to de- 
Ee e 2 * fend 
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cc 
cc 
cc 


fend the Laws and Decrees of the Ro- 
man People, and lords it in ſuch a man- 


ner, as if he were the only remain 


Branch of the moſt illuſtrious family of 
Scipio Africanus, and not, what in re- 
ality he is, an Interloper, an Upſtart, an 
emancipated Slade, a 1 tal a Crimi- 
nal, and but lately admitted a Citizen 

Rome. But is there any Man, who 
is unacquainted with your words or ac- 
tions? have you not liv'd, even from 
your Childhood, in ſuch a manner, that 
you never thought it ſcandalous to ſub- 
mit your Body to the luſt and pleaſure 
of others ? for did not you learn even 


that immoderate Eloquence of Marcus 


Pifo, at the expence of your Modeſty ? 
and therefore it is not to be wonder'd 
at, if yau ſordidly make a penny of that, 
which you obtain'd in ſo infamous a 
manner. 
* As to the Houſe, in which you live, 
you got poſſeſſion of it by violence and 
rapine ; for which vengeance will one day 
overtake you and your Family. By this you 
put us in mind how much the Common- 
wealth is changed from what it was, 
when ſuch an infamous wretch as yon 
dwell in that Houſe, which was once 
the Habitation of P. Craſſus, a man of 
Conſular dignity ; yet notwithſtanding 
all this, Cicero tells us that he hath been 
* admit- 
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« admitted into the Council of the immor- 
« tal Gods; that he was diſpatch'd from 
c thence to this City, to be the Guardian 
© of his Fellow- ſubjects; and yet, with- 
© out taking upon himſelf the name of an 
« Executioner, places his greateſt glory in 
* the Calamities of his Country; as if in- 
* deed your Cynſulſbip was not the true 
* cauſe of that Conſpiracy ; and therefore 
« the Common-wealth was overturn'd at 
* that time, when it had you for its Pro- 
* zeffor, But, I have reaſon to believe 
* that you are more exalted with thoſe no- 
© table feats which you performed, after 
© your Cunſulſbip, in concert with your 
wife Terentia, for the ſafety of the Com- 
* mon-wealth ; when you put the penalties 
Hof the Plautian Law in Execution at 
home : ſome of the Conſpirators you 
condemn'd to death, and puniſhed o- 
thers ſeverely in their Pockets. At 
this time, one of them was at the expence 
* of building you a ſpendid Villa at Tuf- 
culum ; another at Pompeij, and a third 
bought you a ſine Houſe in Town : but 
He, that had nothing to give, was in a 
fair way zo be haug d; for that man was 
* certainly juſt coming to beſet your 
* Houſe, or engaged in a Plot againſt the 
Senate; of which you never wanted the 
* fulleſt Heidlence to convict him. If theſe 
® acculatioas are falſe, give us fair an 

Ac 


cc 
& 
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account, what Paternal Eftate you had 
© left you; let us know what you hay 
made by Haranguing and Speech. ua. 
* king; with what money you bought you 
* Houſe, and defray'd the immenſe colt d 
* building the two Y7//z before-mention'd, 
* Or, if you are ſilent on theſe Head 
* who can any longer doubt that you hate 
* extorted your wealth out of the Blu 
* and Bozels of yourFellow-citizens ? But, 
© I preſume, this new man of Arpinun, 
* deſcended from the family of Cain; 
«© Marius, in imitation of his virtues, de- 
* ſpiſes the envy of the Nobility, beſtoys 
* all his care on the welfare of the Pe 
ple, and is not to be moved either by 
* flattery or threatning ? Is then Cicer 
© really poſſeſſed of theſe virtues ? No; he 
* isa earn, ſhuffling, inconſtaut wreteh ; 
* humble to his Enemies, inſolent to his 
Friends; ſometimes of one Party and 
** ſometimes of another; faithful to neither; 
* a wavering, unſteady Senator; a mei- 
* cenary Patron; no part of whoſe Body 
* is free from guilt and turpitude, being 
** compoſed of a vain Tongue, moſt ra- 
* pacious Hands, a gluttonous, inſatia- 
ble Appetite, and cowardly, run-aw) 
“ Feet; not to inſiſt on thoſe filthy ard 
* molt abominable parts, which common 
* decency will not allow me even to men- 


de tion. Yet this man, as bad as I have 
* Ceſcribd 


cc 
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« deſcrib'd him, has the confidence to tell 
© us in a wretched Diſtich, 


Fortune fortun'd the dying notes of Rome, 
Till I, thy Conſul ſole, conſol d ty doom. 


« Was Rome then happy under your Con- 
* ſulſbip 7? no; moſt unfortunate and mi- 
* ſerable, inaſmuch as ſhe ſuffered the 
* molt cruel, and unrelenting Baniſhment 
* of her Citizens; whilſt you, having 
* thrown the Common-wealth in*diſorder 
* and putall good Men in a conſternation, 
w WF obliged them to truckle to your Tyranny ; 
0- WW whilſt all Decrees and all Laws were at 
by WE your diſpoſal, and you, by taking away 
be Porcian Law and ſeizing on our 
be Liberty, eſtabliſh'd your ſelf, ſingly, in 
h; the full power of Life and Death over 
his all your Fellow-ſubjects. 
ind WM © Nor is it enough, that you have done 
er; all this with Impun/ ty; but you inſult us 
by recalling it to our memory ; nor will 
you ſutfer us to forget our bondage. Go 
on then, Cicero, I beſeech you, and com- 
pleat your deſign. Is it not enough that 
we have endur d all this; but will you 
[ſtill grate our Ears with the moſt odi- 
ous repetitions of it? will you never 
ceaſe to torment us with thoſe nauſeous 
and moſt offenſive Lines, 

** Ho 
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Let Arms give place to the pacifick Gom 
And Eloquence put on the Laurel Cyous. 


© As if you had performed thoſe 4: 
* chievements, which you boaſt of, in 
« Gown, and not in Armour; or as if ther 
c were any other difference, beſides the 
«© name of Dictator, between Hilla and 
« you. But why ſhould I give any mor 
< proofs of your Arrogance 2 The man, 
«© whom Minerva condeſcended to inftut 
« inall her arts, and whom Jupiter vouch 
« ſafed to admit into the Privy-counſel « 
ce the Gods, was but lately recall'd fron 
ic baniſhment, and brought into Rome upon 
“mens ſhoulders. I beg of you, O N. 
ce mulus ! of Arpinum, who have exce| 
© led, with your egregious virtues, all the 
% Pauli, Fabii and Scipio's, to let u 
«© know what rank in the City you 
length claim ? in the intereſt of what 
e Party you are pleaſed to be at preſent: 
* who are your Friends, and who are yo! 
© Enemies ? You are now become the a 
“ ject Tool of Him, whom you once ac 
& cuſed of being engaged in a Conſprrat; 
* On what account did you follow Hin 
ce ſince your return from your Exile 
& Dyrrachium e You now abet the Por: 
c er and Grandeur of T he, whom ye 
ce called Tyrants ; and on the contra) 


* call Theſe madmen, actuated by nothin 


** but ſary and reſentment, whom you f 
mer 


Ne XLII. The CrarrsMani 399 
« merly eſteemed the beff Men and toors 
« hie Patriots in the City. You plead 
« the cauſe of Vatinius; you have an ill 
« opinion of Sextius, and purſue Bibulus 
e with the moſt opprobius language; you 
« commend Ceſar, and are now the moſt 
* obſequious to thoſe, whom formerly you 
© moſt mortally Hated ; you are of one o- 
© pinion when in power, and another when 
© out of power, and always change your 
© Principles with your Station; you cas 
© luminate this ſet of men, and hate that, 
by turns; in ſhort, you are a ſhuffling 
* Tyrncoat, and no faith hath been foun 
* in you either by one fide or the other. 


——_ﬀ 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


This is to give Notiert, 
To all Noblemen with large Families and ſimall 
Eſtates, decay d Gentlemen, Gameſters and others, 
that, in the Great School in Weſtminſter, Boys are 
throughly inſtructed in all parts of wſefu/ Learning. 
The id School is furniſh'd with a Mas r ERH, and ox 
UsnzR, who does all -h Buſineſs himſelf, and keeps 
his Scholars in ſuch order, that the M asTE never at- 
tends but upon ſome great occaſicn. This School is 
of a more excellent foundation than any that were e- 
ver yet known; for the Scholars, inſtead of paying 
for their Learning, are rewarded for every Ze 
the UsnHER gives them, provided they are ptrſet? in 
it, and have it ready at their Fingers Ends. 
N. B. This is uo Free School. 


Fff The 
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—— . Ei. Hon. 


Fray, May 5. 


' To CaLEB D'ANVERS, Eſq; 
SIR, 


H E mind of man being natur- 
ally ſubject to Pride, V anity and 
+ Ambition, it makes us all eager 
4x) in the purſuit of Honours, Titles 
= and Diſtinctions of prehemi- 
nence, either in Dreſs or Appellation. For 
this Reaſon a Monoſyllable prefix'd to a 
Man's Chriſtian Name, a Medal hung 
about his Neck, or a piece of colour'd Rib- 
band croſs his Shoulders are eſteem'd of 
great value, and by ſome perſons preferd 
even to Riches or Power; and, however 
trifling ſuch Ornaments, Badges or Titles 
may ſeem in the Eyes of a moroſe Cynick 
or an abſtracted Philoſopher; yet, when 
juſtly beſtow'd, they are certainly very 
uſeful, expedient and neceſlary for the en- 
couragement of Virtue, Patriotiſm, For- 
titude and Merit of all kinds, But as 
| there 


— — 
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there are different Paſſions, Appetites and 
Inclinations peculiar to almoſt every Nation 
ſo I have obſerved that the generality of 
ture-born Engliſhmen are remarkably fond 
of the Title of ESU TRE, which, be- 
yond all other honourable appellations, 
ſeems peculiarly adapted to the prevailing 
Humour and Genius of this Kingdom, 
For tho a ſample Eſquire, confider'd as a 
point of Heraldry or Precedence, is but 
one Remove above the Degree of a com- 
mon Gentleman, yet I have known ſeveral 
'- WF perſons decline Titles of much higher 
d Rank and Diſtin&ion, rather then ſuffer 
r Wl themſelves to be D/ Eſquir d, and others 
e who have ſubmitted to it, with great re- 
i- WF luctance, and after much importunity, in 
r order to carry on ſome private End or 
2 ratify a different Species of Ambition. 
5 Wl Nay, ſome men have diſcover d ſuch a paſ- 
b. fon for this Dignity, that they have retain- 
of ed the Spirit of it, long after they have 
d WW parted with the Name; from whence it 
er comes topaſs,that 'Squire-Knights, Squire= 
Lords and S$quire-Dukes are no Rarities 
k WT inthis Country. Art | 
n There is, indeed, ſomething grand, no- 
ble and captivating in the very name and 
1- I found of Eſquire; which is a popular ap- 
!- II pellation, and carries along with it an Idea 
as of Liberality and Muni ficence; inſomuch 
e that a Man, who makes his Friend wel- 
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come at home, or entertains him abroad, is 
proverbially call d the 'Sqwire of the Com- 


any. 1 . 

[ canoot pretend, after all my Refear- 
ches, fully to aſcertain the origin and found. 
ation of this ſaying; but I preſume it might 
take its Riſe from thoſe antient times of 
Hoſpitality, when it was the faſhion for 
Gentlemen of plentiful Fortunes to live 
ghiefly in the Country, to keep open Houſe, 
and ſpend the ſuperfluous part of their E- 
ſtates in Beef, Pudding and ſtrong Beer, 
for the Entertainment of 'Tenants, Neigh- 
bours and Travellers ; which is now indeed 
more palitely beſtow'd upon Operas, Maſ- 
uerades and Baſlet-tables, upon coſtly fine 
loaths, luxurious living, and the extrava- 
gant Diverſions of the Io wm. 

As this method of Life was generally 
follow'd and kept by that order of men, who 
were dignify d with the Denomination of 
Eſquires (Knights, Baronets and Peers 
of all degrees not being half ſo common 
in thoſe times as they are at preſent) it na- 
turally procured them the Love of their 
Neighbourhood, and endear'd their order 
to all the inferiour part of their Fellow- 
ſubje&s. 5 

But as the beſt things in the world are 
ſubject to abnſe, and all Men are 
fond of Popularity and Preheminence in 


their different Stations, fo the Credit of 


this 
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this Dignity has , in proceſs of 
time, a multitude of undeſerving Pretend- 
ers to it, who have proftituted the honour 


of Bſquireſhip in a moſt ſhameful and ſcan 


dalous manner, to 2 ief of thoſe, 
who juſtly claim worthily bear that 
antient Appel lation. 

To ſay the Truth, Mr. D'anvers, we 
ſeem to have civilized our ſelves too far, 
and carried our (Food-breeding to an un- 
warrantable exceſs, by confounding all de- 
grees of Perſons and breaking thro' the 
moſt eſſential Rules of Heraldry ; for as all 
the Women in Town are now grown La- 
dies and Madams, not excepting even the 
loweſt Scullion-Maids, Oyſter-women and 
Cinder-wenches, ſo every rakiſn young 
Fellow, as ſoon as he has clapt on a Spit by 
his fide and pick d up a parcel of ſcound- 
rel, ſpunging Companions, immediately 
ſets up for an F/quire, and ſaucily ranks 
himſelf amongſt us. | 

It muſt be confeſs'd indeed that ours is a 
military order; for which reaſon we are 
calld in Latin Armigeri: but tho, for want 
of a ſumptuary Law, every Man is allow- 
ed to weara Sword, who will be at the ex- 
pence of it, and to live in what manner he 
pieaſes ; there onght certainly to be ſome 
ot er Qnalitication required of every one, 
who dubs himſeif with this Title, belides 
a /pendthr;ft diſpoſition and a paltry peice 
of cola Iron. Methinks 
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+ Methinks therefore it would be a Task 
well-worthy of our laborious Friend and 


Brother Fohn A 1, Eſquire, that mir- 
ror of our order, to take this affair into con- 
ſideration, and reſcue his Fraternity from 
the contempt, into which it hath lately 
fallen, by the Incroachments of worthleſs 
Upſtarts and wretched Pretender s. 
I heartily wiſh to ſee this matter well re- 
gulated; becauſe, as things ſtand at preſent, 
thoſe Men, generally ſpeaking, take upon 
themſelves this character who have no Title 
to it, nor any thing to ſupport it; whilſt 
ſeveral others, who have both, live in a 
manner, which does not became men of ſuch 
illuſtrious diſtinction. fi 
How many pretty Fellows and fine 
Gentlemen do we every Day. ſee, in this 
Town, who waſte their ſubſtance in the 
moſt riotous, diflolute and extravagant 
manner, out of the vain affectation of Po- 
pularity and the pride of being at the Head 
of their Company ; which for this reaſon is 
generally composed of low vulgar Sycop- 
hants, who repay their Patrons with this 
favourite Title and a daily Tribute of Flat- 
tery and Adulation e 

Nay, this vain humour is not confined 
even to ſuch Men; but hath mix'd it ſelf 
with the common Maſs, and corrupted even 
the loweſt of the People. We have E- 
ſquire-Lacqueys, Coblers and Tinkers in 

abundance; 
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abundance; nor is it any uncommon thi 
to ſee a jolly, roaring Sailor, who hath 
been ſweltering two or three Years in the 
Weſt-Indies, or freezing perhaps as many 
in the Baltick, where he has gone thro all 
manner of Hardſhips, Dangers and Fati- 
gues, ſpending the whole fruit of his La- 
bour upon a ſordid Crew of dirty, drunken 
Paraſites, and at length returning with em- 
pty Pockets to theſame drudgery, fully ſa- 
tisfy'd in his mind with the applauſe which 
he hath received and the good character 
he hath left behind him. 

As we have an order of Men diſtinguiſh- 
ed by the Title of Knizhts of the Indaftry, 
ſo Ithink thoſe, whom I have been ſpeak- 
ing of, may properly be denominated E- 
ſquires of Extravagance or Prodigality; 
this kind of vanity is of very fatal and 
miſchievous conſequence in private Perſons; 
but in political mattersnothing is more dan- 
gerous as well as abſurd; nor can ] poſſibly 
picture any thing in my own Imagination 
more ominous to this Kingdom, than a Pub- 
lick Miniſter, who being proſſeſſed with ſuch 
a Spirit, ſhould at any time, hereafter, en- 
deavour to gratify his own Pride and vain 
glory, by making Ereat-Britain the Squirt 
of Chriſtendom, and laviſhly paying the 
Reckoning of all Europe. 

I am, SIR, &c. 
RokkERT BRITOx, Ef; 
0 
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To CALEB DANVERS, Eſq; 


* 


Six, K 


T Have already troubled you with a Pro. 


ject for preventing CorruPTrIoON, b 


fixing a Knot of Ribbands under the | 


Ear of all Perſons, who ſhall be known 


to be guilty of that infamous Practice; and 
was ſorry to find that it ſhould give offence 


to any of your Readers. I now ſend you 


another Propoſal of the ſame nature, which, 


if you are not diſcouraged by the ill fate of 
my firſt attempt, I deſire you likewiſe to 
publiſh. 

Ido not pretend Sir, to claim the merit 
of this ſecond Expedient my ſelf; but ac- 
knowledge that the Publick is obliged for 
it to the Author of a late Pamphlet, called 
An Hontsr SCHEME, &c. (which 
Title it ſeems on many accounts to deſerve) 
where They will find the following pallage 
Pape 29. : 

& —— I wiſh we had the Roman Cu- 
&« ſtom, of giving to every Law the 
Name of the Man, who was the firlt 
c Adviſer and Promoter of it: ſuch 4 
«* Cuſtom would encourage Patriots to 
© propoſe and promote good Laws, and 
* would deter ſe/fiſh and deſigning Men 


© from propoſing and promoting bad 


© ones. 
I cannot help thinking that this method 
would 
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would be very ſerviceable to the Cgmmon- 
wealth and have a good Effect in the propo- 
ſal of ſuch Laws as the Riot MF, the Sep- 
tennial Af, the South Sea Af, the 
Black A, the Ouarantain-4, the 
Stwearins Act, the Cffee-Act, the Pots 
Aft, and ſeveral others of the like ſort. 
At the ſame time our Patriots would be 
diſtinguiſhed to Poſterity by the Laws they 
propoſed, and I ſhould not doubt to ſee the 
W—lian Horatian, T-—gian and 
K ian Laws make as great a figure in 
our Hiſtories as the Porcian, Fulian, Fan- 
nian and Sempronian Laws of old. ö 

I ſubmit this to your Judgment, and am 
once more, Sir, 


your Humble Servant, 


Jonx ExcrIs . 
ADVERTISEMENT. 
To be Publiſhed by SusscRIPTION, 
A new Diſcovery in the Art of NavicaTiont 
Shewing how a Ship of 800 Tons, or leſſer burthen, 
may ſail from the Weſt Indies to Europe, and conſe- 
quently to any other part of the world without Au- 
chors, Cables, Shrowgs, or Sails; whereby thoſe ex+ 
. and unneceſſary Articles will be ſaved to the 


ation. 


Dedicated to the London and Raya. Exchange Ta- 


ſurance Offices. 


Subſeriprions are taken in by the Authors, at the Sign 
of the wiſe Men of Gotham, neat a great pair 
Gates in Yroad- Street London, 
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| —f0//untur in altum, 
Di lapfu graviore ruant. 


— 


Monpay, May 8. 


HAVE already had occaſion 
I: 7 more than once to mention Vu- 
WE LARS the firſt great Duke of 
WA Buckingham,that abſoluteMini- 
ſter and Favourite of K. James 
and King Charles the firſt, who was ſuch 
an amazing Comet of Fame, Power, For- 
tune and honour, as hath not been ſince ſeen 
in our Hemiſphere, and, it is to be hoped, 
will never be ſeen again! But I was induc, 
for many reaſons, to promiſe my Readers 
ſome farther account of the Riſe, Chara- 
cter and Conduct of that extraordinary great 
Man; and I think no time can be more pro- 
per to do it, than the preſent. 
I ſhall not ſay much of his Birth and 
Extraction, which was rather obſcure than 
zilluſtrious, if compared to that vaſt Height 
of Power, to which he afterwards roſe, be- 
ing only the younger Son of a private Cuun- 
| 775 
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try Gentleman, though of an antient Fami- 
ly. But being endow d, by Nature, with 
a very graceful Perſon and brought-up, by 
the ſingular fondneſs of his Mother, in a 
manner which naturally led him to Court, 
He ſoon drew upon himſelf the Eyes of a 
Prince, who, of all wife Men living, it 
ſeems, was the moſt delighted and taken 
with handſome Perſons and with fine 
Cloaths. 

He had not been many Days there before 
he was made Cup-bearer to the King, 
which was the firſt Poſt he enjoy'd, and the 
firſt lucky ſtep to all his future Grandeur, 
fince by this He was, of courſe, obliged to 
be much in the Royal Preſence ; and ſo 
admitted to that Converſation and Diſ- 
courſe, 2with which that Prince akways a- 
bounded at his Meals. 

* He acted very few Weeks (asmy Lord 
* Clarendon informs us) upon this Stage, 
* when he mounted higher, and being 
* Knighted, without any other Qualificati- 
* ons, He was at the ſame time made(enz/e- 
* man of the Bed-chamber and Kt. of the 
* Order of the Garter, and, in a ſhort time, 
(very ſhort for ſuch a prodigious Aſcent ) 
* He was made a Baron, a Viſcount, an 
Earl, a Marqueſs, and became Lord 
* High Admiral of England, Lord War- 
den of the Cinque-Ports, Maſter of the 
* Horſe, and entirely diſpoſed of all the 

Ggg2 races 
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*© Graces of the King, in conferring all 
*© the Humour and all the Offices of three 
Kingdoms without a Rival; in diſper 
* fing whereof, He was guided more by 
* the Rules of Appetite, than of Fudgment, 
te and ſo exalted almoſt Arr of his ozwn nu⸗ 
c merous Family and Dependants ; whoſe 

ateſt Merit was their Allyance to 

ee him ; which equally offended the anti- 
* ent Nobility, and the People of all Con- 
* ditions, who ſaw the flowers of the 
Crown every day fading and wither'd; 
f* whilſt the Demeaſnes and the Revenue 
© thereof were ſacrinced to the enriching a 
te private Family (how well ſoever orig 
bc 

nally extracted) ſcarce ever heard of be- 
* fore to the Nation, and the Expences 
** of the Court fo ea and unlimited, that 
they had a ſad proſpect of that Poverty 
and Neceſſity, which af erwards beſel 
the Crown, almoſt to the ruin of it. 

Being thus advanced to the higheſt Pina- 
ele of Fortune, and conſequently ſurroun- 
ded with a croud of abject Flatterers and 
Sycophants, ſome of whom (and particu- 
larly no lefs a Man than Sir Edward Coke) 
blaſphemouſly call'd him, our Savicur, he 
began to ſhew himſelf in his proper colours; 
fo that from the whole ſeries and ſpirit of 
his Condut?, we may eaſily trace his juſt 
harder, © © oy 


He 
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He was a Man of ſuch immoderate and 
inſolent Ambition, that not content with all 
the Power He enjoy'd, and all the Favours, 
Titles and beneficial Employments, which 
were heap'd, in ſo extravagaiit a manner, on 
Himſelf, his Relations, and Dependants, 
he could not bear to ſee any of his Fellow- 
ſubjects (though of the beſt Families, the 
greateſt Abilities or the moſt unblemiſh'd 
Fidelity in the Kingdom) to partake with 
him in the King's favour in any degree, 
or to diſtinguiſh themſelves in any Affair of 
Truft, Honour or Profit. This inſatiable, 
engroſſing. Spirit and impatience to ſee any 
Man gain Reputation or make his Fortune, 
beſides himſelf, render'd him jealous of the 
Earl of Priſtol, who was at that time Am- 
baſſador extraordinary at the Court of Spain, 
and had in a manner concluded the > 9% 
of marriage with the Infanta, for which 
he was ſent thither ; for as the King's Heart 
was very much ſet on this Match, and Buck- 
ing ham apprehended that the ſucceſsful 
management of it would redound too much 
to the honour of that Ambaſſador, he reſol- 
ved to diſappoint him by carrying the Prince 
in Perſon into Spain, which he found it no 
hard matter to perſuade him to, being natu- 
rally fond of Adventures; tho' there was 
ſome difficulty in obtaining the King's con- 
fent ; but he had now got ſuch an abſolute 
Aſcendency over Him, that he ſoon remov- 


ed 
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ed all objections, and tho he ſet out incq. 

yet he appeared there with a ſplendid Re. 

tinue, and put the Nation to a vaſt ex. 
ne. 

As the ſole motive to this mad, unadvi- 
ſed Journey (for which any man ought to 
have loſt his Head) was private Envy to 
the Earl of Briſtol, ſo Buckingham was 
no ſooner arrived there with the Prince, 
than the ſame inſolent Spirit and exorbitant 
Ambition engaged him in a perſonal Ouarrel 
not only with the Ambaſſador, but alſo 
with the Duke of Olicares, the prime 
Miniſter of Spain, which he was reſolved 
to revenge on both of them, by returning 
into England, and breaking off the Match. 

Accordingly, he came back with the 
Prince, not without great difficulty and ha- 
zard ; and having got a Parliament call d, 
engag d them, by falſe Repreſentations 
and other #nwarrantable Influences, to diſ- 
ſuade the King from continuing the Treaty 
of marriage, and immediately to declare 
War againſt Spazn. | 

My Lord Clarendon tells us that, © He 
* engag d his old unwilling Maſter and 
* the Kingdom in this Var (not to menti- 
* onthe bold Fourney to Spain or the 
* Breach of that Match) in a time, when 
* the Crown was poor, and the People 
* more inclind to a bold Enquiry hoz it 


* came to be ſo, than dutiful to provide for 
* 1ts 


tl 
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© its ſupply ; and this only upon perſonal 
C Animoſities between Him and the Duke 
« of Oltvarez, the ſole Favorite of that 
* Court ; and thoſe Animyities from very 
« trivial provoecations. ” 
At the ſame time, Cranfie/d Earl of Mid. 
dleſex, Lord High Treaſurer of England 
(who was one of Buckingham's Creatures, 
and nearly allyed to him by marriage) fell 
under his Graces diſpleaſure, for having 
neglected to ſupply him with ſufficient ſums 
of Money, during his Abſence in Spain, 
and even preſuming to diſpute his Com- 
mands and appeal to the King, whoſe Ear 
He had now gained, and thought himſelf ſo 
firmly eſtabliſh'd in his good opinion, that 
he ſnould not any longer ſtand in need of 
the Favorite's ſupport. But the Duke, up- 
on his return, being apprized of this, and 
finding the Parliament diſpoſed to his 
mind, was reſolved to cruſh this bold Ri- 
cal, and thereby deter others from preſu- 
ming to interfere with him in his Majeſty's 
eſteem. 
For this purpoſe, he prevailed on ſome 
leading Men in the Houſe of Commons to 
carry up an Impeachment of high Crimes 
and Miſdemeanors againſt him to the Houſe 
of Lords ; which they undertook with great 


readineſs, and went thro' with unuſual vi- 
gour. 


How 
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However juf or ſeaſonable this proſecu- 
tion might be, yet it was generally thought 
very impolitick for a man, in his ſtation of 
circumſtances, to ſet it on foot, and the 
King himſelf was ſo averſe to it, both on ac- 
count of the great affection, which he bore 
to the Earl, and alſo of the bad conſequei- 
ces which he apprehended from ſuch a Pre. 
cedent, that finding the Duke poſitive in 
this matter, he told Him in a pation, © By 
* G—d, Stenny, you are a Fool, and wil 
* ſhortly repent this folly, and will find 
ce that, in this fit of Popularity, you are 
* making a Rod, with which you will be 
« ſcourged yourſelf ; and turning, in ſome 
anger, to the Prince, told him, that he 
© would live to have his Belly full of Par- 
* liament Impeachments. 

But exceſſive Arrogance and impatience 
of Emulation, which often overcome the 
moſt ſelf intereſted prudence and political 
Forefight, had ſo much got the better of 
of him, that he paid no regard to theſe 
wholeſome admonitions, even from the 
mouth of his indulgent Prince, whoſe pow- 
er in both Houſes proved ſo much inferiout 
to the Duke's, that the Earl, who was 
thought at that time to have made a good 
Defence, was at laſt ſentenced in an heavy 
Fine, a long Impriſonment, and rendered 
for ever afterwards incapable of fitting in 


the Houſe of Peers. 
3 Tho 
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Tho the King's Affection was, in a great 
meaſure, alienated from the Duke, on all 
theſe accounts, and it was generally be- 
lieved that he had recall'd the Earl of Bri- 
ſtol to get rid of his imperious Adminiſftra= 
tion, yet © He was prevail'd on, by that 
« arbitrary Minion, to reſtrain the Eari 
« upon his firſt arrival, without permitting 
«© him to to come into his Preſence. 

Notwithſtanding all this, the King was 
certainly grown weary of ſuch an inſolent 
Favorite, and was reſolved either to diſ- 
miſs him totally from his ſervice, or to re- 
trench his unlimited power; at leaſt this o- 
pinion prevailed ſo much, that it induced 
ſeveral Great Men, in both Houſes, to 
withdraw their former abſolute Depen- 
dance on him. | 

But the King's ſudden death (which, it 
was thought, happen'd very opportunely 
for him) and Prince Charles's ſucceſſion to 
the Throne procur'd him, as it were, a new 
Leaſe of power, and re-inſtated him in his 
former Grandeur. For tho the Prince could 
not have intirely forgot his former inſolence 
and 1 Indignities to him, yet the 
Duke, by the Journey into Spain, which 
was very grateful to the Prince, and his 
great power in his Father's Court, had 
ound many opportunities of extenuating 
or excuſing that part of his Conduct, which 
he did fo effectually, that he continued 

* in 
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*in the ſame degree of favour at the leaſt 
* with the Son, which He enjoy d fo many 
years under the Father — all Prefer- 
ments in Church and State were given 
* by him; all his Kindred and Friends 
promoted to the degree in Honour, Rich- 
* es or Office, that he thought fit; and 
all his Enemies and Enzyers diſcounte- 
* nanced, as he appointed. 

But tho' he had thus firmly re-eſtabliſh'd 
himſelf in his Mafter's favour and confi- 
dence, yet he did not long retain his cre- 
dit with the Parliament and People; for 
the ſame over-bearing, impetuous Temper, 
which had hurried him, in the former Reign, 
 mto a War with Spain, upon a meer per- 
ſonal aftront, made him, in this, run as 
violently into a War with France, with- 
out any other provocation, than a Diſap- 
pointment in an Amour; which involved 
him in ſeveral fatal difficulties, from which 
he could never extricate himſelf. 

For theſe two Wars, thus unwarranta- 
bly enter'd upon, and the defeats, which 
attended them, raifed a general conſterna- 
tion in the People, and oceaſion d general 
clamours, mutinies and animoſities againſt 
the Author of them. Fotes aud Remon- 
ftrances paſſed againſt him, in Parliament, 
as an Enemy to his Country, the Corrupter 
of the King and Betrayer of the Liber- 
ties of the People, In ſhort, all mouths 

were 
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were open d againſt him, and he ſeem'd to 
be, once more, haſtening to his deſtruction. 

But, in the midſt of this univerſal Indig- 
nation, a bold, obſcure Ruffian, inſtigated 
by a falſe enthuſiaſtical Zeal for his Coun- 
try, ſtabb'd him to the Heart in a publick 
Aſſembly, and in all probability ſnatch'd 
him from a more ignominious Fate, which 
afterwards befel the Earl of Strafford and 
others, who were engaged in theſame kind 
of meaſures, and from which the King's au- 
thority was not able to protect them. 

Thus fell this Great Man, who, as my 

Lord Clarendon aſſures us, Had by /on 
« Prattice obtain d a quick conception an 
* apprehenſion of Buſmeſs, and had the 
Habit of ſpeaking very gracefully and 
* pertinently. He was, beſides, of a moſt 
* flowing Courteſy and Afability to all 
men, who made any Addreſs to him; 
* and ſo deſirous to oblige them, that he 
* did not enough conſider the ©a/ue of the 
* obligation or the merit of the Perſon he 
* choſe to oblige ; from which much of his 
* Misfortune reſulted. — Nay we are far- 
* ther told, that it was never known that 
the temptation of money ſwayed. him to 
do an #njuſt or unkind Ihing. Which 
I mention, becauſe it ſeems ſomething ex- 
traordinary in a man of his Character. 

I muſt treſpaſs on my Reader ſo far as to 
add, by way of Corollary to this 1 5 

autt 
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alittle Fable out of Osborn's Works, Which 
I think not impertinent to the preſent Occa. 
fion. He tells us, That wife Gunda. 
< mou being urged, by King James, to 
< relate the intrinſick Cauſe of the Duke 
4 of Lerma's Declenſion, from the moſt 
<« potent Favourite his Catholick Maje 
cc ever raiſed, to a Condition ſo deplorable, 
<« as little, if any thing, was left, belides 
« a Cardinals Cap, able to ſhroud his 
* Head from the inſults of the Populace ; 
« He made him this metaphorical Para- 
* Mn. 

* Two Rars, ſaid he, having . 
ce ted their Fortune in purſuit of Look 
« hood and Honour, fell upon an Houſe 
« of no leſs Receipt, than Plenty of Pro- 
< viſions; where, for many years, they 
« lived in the greateſt Senſuality rheir 
« wills or wiſhes could prompt them to 
e defire ; till overcome by an ambitious 
6 'Thirſt of advancing, together with them- 
<« ſelves, all that could pretend to their 
Alliance or Friendſhip, ſo much Spoil 
© was committed, as did alarm the whole 
Family, and they becoming thus nume- 
c rous, had Traps and Poiſon laid for 
* them in every place. gs 

N. B. Theſe be "will be continued in tho 
CounTry IJO URN AT; and no more will be 
printed in Pamplets for the future. | 
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ra following Remarks, is one of the 
no pernicious Books, that has 
been publiſh'd for ſeveral years, 
WB as, I doubt not, will: appear to 


induſtriouſly made uſe of to recommend and 
diſperſe it, together with the character that 
has been given of it by many perſons, induced 
me to read it with the calmeſt and moſt de- 
liberate attention; but I was extremely ſur- 
prized, mo A thorough peruſal, to find a 


deſign, the moſt oppoſite to what it bears in 
the Title-page, carried on from the beginning - 
to the end. This engaged me in drawing ” 
the following obſervations, which I thought 
neceſſary, in order to diſabuſe many unwary 
Perſons, who might be led, by our author's 

A 3 te alla- 
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(iv) 
fallacies and miſrepreſentations, into great er. 
rors about a matter of the utmaſt conſequence 


to this kingdom... on ⁊ðͤ eh gm, 
. Thave been lately told that the author (ly 
ver wiſtly keeps himſelf in the daebs 
| reception from the Perſon whiſ: 
| favour he ſtemd moſt particularly i tour: 
and defire. Tf this be true, that Gentlemm 
has very much alterd his opinion, Jinte he 
bought this Eſſay in the Court of Requeſts, 
amidſt a numerous attendance, and ſeem's to 
adopt it as hisown, by a publick recommen. 
dation. — E | with 8 3 + * | 
However it be, I am pgs with this co 
ſideration, that notwithſtanding the all inten- 
Lion, with which this book is written, it.muy, 
perhaps, excite the curioſity of the publick, 
and occaſion an Enquiry into the true ſtate of 
our debts, the nature of the Funds appropri- 
ated to the payment of them, and the progreſs 
which has been hitherto made in that neciſ 
fa 7 work: for tho all theſt are points with 
which every man, who. has any eſtate 0 
property in Great Britain, onght to be, in ſome 
meaſure, acquainted z pet they have. been 
generally neglected and unattended to, either 
through the difficulties with which theſe 
Studies are ſuppoſed to be ſurrounded, or 
through the wnaccountable indolence and in- 
difference of moſt perſons with regard to af- 
Fairs of this nature. | 
It is to one or both of theſe reaſons that 
the author of the Eſſay owes the Aach 
. whit 
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which . has met with; and, as the 

rength of his arguments depends chiefly on 
11 norance of his readers, ſo he oops 
228 care that they ſball not receive any 
ght or information from him; for which 
purpoſe, he has deliver d himſelf in ſuch a 
prolix, diffuſed and abſtruſe manner, as will 
even the ableſt judges of language and 
the greateſt maſters of this argument. 

| But as my deſign is to repreſent things in 
the ſame. light to others, in which they ap- 
pear to me, and to make this ſubject —- 
miliar as I can to the commoneſt underſtand- 
ings; ſo I have made it my particular endea- 
vour to expreſs my "ar þ clearly and conciſely, 
by avoiding all thoſe tedious ambages and 
circumlocutions, with which our author has 
embaraſſed almoſt every page of his book, in 
order to diſguiſe his true meaning to the ap- 
prehenſions of ordinary readers. 

For the ſame reaſon, where our author makes 
uſe of a multitude of Figures and Calculations, 
Thave choſen to expreſs the ſame things in 
words at length, unleſs it be in ſuch ſmall 
ſums as are mtelligible to the meaneſt capa- 
city; and, in every other reſpect, avour'd 
to accommodate my ſelf to all ſorts of readers, 
as nearly as it was poſſible on a ſubjett of 
this intricate nature, and which, generally 
ſpeaking, is ſo little underſtood. 

As this has been my principal aim through 
the courſe of Ja Remarks, ſo I muſt expect 
the clamour and aſperſions of thoſe whoſe in- 


tereſt 


tereſt it is that this ſubject may continue in 
the dark. But ſince the publick Good has 
prevailed upon me to write theſe ſheets, I 
ſhall be no farther ſolicitous about the ſucceſs 
of them than as it will conduce to that end; 
and leſs ſo, about any reflections which ſball 
be caft upon me, by men who have different 
views. I have done what I thought my 
duty to my country, and ſbatt leave my fellow. 
fubjetts ta judge for themſebves, and deter- 
mine whether my preſent endeavours deſerve 
their approbation or their cenflre. — 


- 
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Remarks on an Eſſay on the 
PUBLICK DEBTS. 


Ina LETTER 70 4 Member of the 
HousE'or COMMONS. 


having addreſs'd his ge to 
a Member of the Houſe of Com- 

| mons, with whom, he ſays, he 
= had ſome converſation on that ſubject, I nl 
thought proper to obſerve the ſame method, 14 
by inſcribing my Remarks upon it to one, "1 
who enjoys the ſame high truſt. And I have 
been farther induced, by this author's exam- 
ple, to conceal your name, though it would, 
in a very great degree, recommend my obſer- 
vations upon this head to the notice and en- 
couragement of the Publick; ſince as no man 
is better acquainted with our preſent unhappy 
circumftances, or more laments the diſtreſſes 
of his country, ſo none poſſeſſts either greater 
B abi- 


5 (25 

abilities or more integrity and 
to promote its welfare. 
Having thus far pr 


a warmer zei 


prepared the way and put 
ſelf upon at equality with this author, b; 
ulhering my thoughts into the world under the 

ſanction and patronage of a Britiſb Legiſfaty, 
I ſhall now without any farther Proc 


mium, to thoſe Remarks, which I think the 
good of ous country, and the miſerable con- 
dition, under which it already labours, joind 
with thoſe farther calamities which ſeem to 
threaten it, have render'd not only 
bur. 


excuſable, 

highly expedient and neceſſary. | 
Our author himſelf ſeems to be doubtful 
of his cauſe at his firſt ſetting out, and ac 
knowledges, in his preface, that there ar: 
ſeveral parts of his performance open to ex. 
_ ceptions. For my part, I do not underſtand 
his deſign (much leſs can I reconcile it to 
juſtice or honeſty) in publiſhing things, which 
he is before well convinced are open 70 jul 
and reaſonable exceptions z which muſt be the 
author's caſe, becauſe he relics upon the Rea. 
ders indulgence to theſe faults, as they ſbal 
orrur to him. A man of the beſt parts and 
greateſt probity may write a book, in which, 
upon farther information or reflection, he may 
find ſeveral miſtakes both in his facts and rex 
ſoning. But then it is his duty, immediately 
upon conviction, to acknowledge thoſe mil- 
takes and to correct them publickly, as ſoon a8 
he has an opportunity. Suppoſing therefore 
that thoſe parts, which our author allows P 
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be open to exceptions, appeared to him in that 
light after he had firſt written them, and when 
it was too late to retract them in the body 
of his book; yet he ought certainly to have 
amended them in the next edition: inſtead of 
which he has ſuffer'd them to paſs upon the 
world, t three impreſſions, with only 
the weak inſufficient antidote of a tranſient - 
and general apology in his preface. Ns 

hatever 15: 4 therefore our author may 
have for continuing in theſe miſtakes, againſt 
open conviction and the teſtimony of his own 
conſcience ; yet this publick confeſſion alone, 
from his own mouth, will be a full juſtifica- 
tion of me in examining his arguments and 
detecting thoſe errors which he ſeems to be 
fo fond of; by which perhaps we may be a- 
ble to judge of the fendency of this Book and 
of the ſpirit in which it is written. 

The author propoſes to anſwer the expecta- 
tions of the Gentleman, to whom he addreſſes 
— Eſſay, by confining'his thoughts to three 

S: | 


K of I, To the Confideration of what advan- 
tage to the publick may be reaſonably ex- 
« peed from the Diſcharge of our debts, and 
* the Redemption of the duties provided for 
t the * Payment of their intereſt. 

II. To an Enquiry into the Reaſons we 
have at . preſent to expect or hope that 
* theſe debts, or any conſiderable part of 

. a. | 
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* them, will within any reaſonable compaſy 


« of time be diſcharged and paid. off. And, 
III. To ſuch Reflections as have OCCurrd 
“ to him upon thoſe meaſures that may for 
© the future be enter'd_ upon, for the mote 
« ſpeedy and effectual diſcharge. of our pte · 
« ſent debts, from the income of the | fink. 
« ing Fund already ande for that purpoſe; 
ce Or for ſtill farther. encreaſin the annual in. 
ch reductions 2 
* may yet be made in the intereſt or annu- 
ities pay able for the principal ſums of which 
« the preſent debt conſiſts. 
As to the firſt of theſe, ſays our authy, 
< or the advantage ariſing to the publick by the 
« diſchargc of the preſent debt, there ſeemstobe 
« but little room to enlarge, after the conf. 
« dcration of that great annual revenue at 
« preſent levyed and apply d to the payment 
« of our Debts; which, after the total dil 
« charge of them, will, without any /oſs or 
te injury to private perſons, be. redecm'd ani 
« become the property of the publick, 

1 believe every man will readily agree with 
our ſagacious author in this reſpect; for I am 
ſo far from ſeeing any room t0 enlar e upon 
the advantage ariſmg to the publick 7. rom the 
diſcharge of the preſent Debt, that I think 
there could be no occaſion for him to mention 
a thing, which is. ſo very obvious and uni- 
verlally known. We have long felt the weight 
of this burthen in the moſt ſenſible effect. 


Three Millions a Xpar for payment of the in- 


tereſt, 
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tereſt, beſides the ordinary expences of the 
Government, could not be. raiſed, without 
making every man in England, from higheſt 
to loweſt, ſenſible of his burthen and deſirous 
to be relieved from it. But, perhaps, what 
follows upon this head will not be ſo readily; 
aſſented to; viz. that the great annual re- 
venue at preſent levyed and apply'd to the 
payment of our debts, will, after the total 
diſcharge of them, without any Loſs or In- 
jury to private perſons, be redeemd to, and 
become the property of the publick. He far- 
ther explains himſelf upon this ſubject in the 
following manner. : 5 

« do f not think my (elf at liberty to ſup- 
« pole or promiſe it as one advantage ari- 
« ſing to the publick from the 4z/charge of 
the preſent Debts, that the ſeveral duties 
« appropriated to the payment of them will, 
« as ſoon as they are redeemed, be immedi- 
« ately removed and determined. I doubt, I 
ſay, whether the people of . Great Britain 
will ſo readily aſſent to this ſort of reaſon- 
ing, as to that which proves the advantages 
ariſing to them from the diſcharge of the 
publick Debts ; becauſe J apprehend that the 
benefit, which they expect from the d;/charge 
of thoſe debts is, that they ſhall then be re- 
lieved from ; thoſe heavy duties, which at 
preſent lie upon them, in almoſt every thing 
which they have occaſion to uſe ; and I can 
clearly foreſee that moſt private perſons will 


TP. 3. 
88 look 


1 (6s) 
look upon it as a great har 


| Aſpip and imjury to 
themſelves, if thoſe Duties, . moſt of . 
are not immediately removed and determined 
after the Debts, for the payment of which they 
were firſt levyed and ſubmitted to, ſhall be 
totally diſcharged. | 

But our author ſays * that he has © Reaſon; 
* for this, which in the following ſheets he 
& fhall have farther occaſion to mention; when 
c he ſhall recommend it to be conſidered, whe- 
< ther the revenues ariſing from thoſe duties 
or the greateſt part of them are not raiſcd 
* with more eaſe, greater equality, or mote 
te to the common benefit & the ſubjects of 
« Great Britain, than ſome part of the ſup- 
* plies that arc annually yoted for the cur- 
tt rent ſerviee of the year; and conſequently 
5 how far it may be reaſonable to 1 itute 
* a great part of the revenues ari ng from 
te thoſe duties, after the redemption of them, 
* in the place of our annual Taxes. 

I think it time enough, when our debts 
are actually diſcharged, to diſpute this point, 
whether it will be convenient to take off thoſe 
duties which are at preſent appropxiated to 
the payment of them, or to continue them 
upon the ſubject in the plzce of other Taxes 
but whenever the time comes, when this queſ- 
tion will be ſeaſonable, (which, I own, appears 
to me at a much farther diſtance than this 
author repreſents it) I believe that it will be 
very difficult for him to prove that the Reve 
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nues ariſing from thoſe duties or the greateſt 
part of them are rais'd with more eaſe, greater 
equality or more to the common benefit of the 
7 757 of Great Britain, than thoſe Taxes 
which he ſeems to hint at. However, ſince 
our author will have a farther occaſion to en- 
large upon this head, I ſhall alſo defer what 
1 have to obſerve upon it to that place. 

Our author proceeds, under the ſecond head, 
« to * make out the probability, and repre- 
« ſent the reaſons we have to hope; that the 
« preſent publick debts will, within the com- 
« pals of a few ycars, be effeciually and ho- 
« nourably diſcharged. 

In order to this, he gives us a deſctiption 
of the ſinking Fund, which conſiſts of the 
ſurpluſſes of thoſe ſums, which are annually 
J levyed for payment of the intereſt of the na- 
0 tional debts, and which, according to his com- 
n putation, will amount, from and after 1727, 
* to a yearly income of one Million. 

He next proceeds to an account of our na- 
00 tional debt, which, in the ſaid year 1727, he 
15 computes to be fifty Millions. 
c And laſtly, he undertakes to ſhew in how 
0 many years a ſinking Fund of one Million 
M W will difcharge the aforeſaid publick debt of 
Millions; which, according to his cal. 
- culation, it will do in about twenty-eight 
Jis 
be 


years, the intereſt of mony continuing at 4 per 
Cent ; to which he has added another calcu- 
lation, upon the ſuppoſition that intereſt ſhou 
*P.6, . 
be 
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be farther reduced to 3 per Cent. and theteh 


-increaſe the ſinting Fund to a ſum of on- 
Million and à half ; according to which, th 
debt of fifty Millions would be paid off i 


about fwenty- three years and a half. 

I ſhall not undertake to diſpute theſe calcy. 
lations, but am ready to allow (for argument 
ſake at leaſt) that a ſinking Fund of one Mi 
lion, after the rate of mony put out at com. 
pound intereſt, and inviolably apply'd, vil 
diſcharge a debt of fifty Millions in ſuch x 
number of years as is here deſcribed. I ſhall 


not, I fay, diſpute the exactneſs of theſe cal. 


culations, nor deny that they would operate 
in this effectual manner, provided they ae 
thus apply'd; but I muſt deſire my country- 
men to beware of the dofrine which ſeem 
to be couch'd under this flattering and delu- 
five ſcheme. Let us hear the author him- 
ſelf. i 
From * « hence, Sir, it preſently appears, 
« that the above ſuppoſed ſinking Fund, in 
ce this manner encreaſing by the addition of 
« the intereſt of the principal ſums in every 
ce year paid off, and conſequently by addi 
& tions in every year greater than thoſe made 
c to it in the year before, wil! he ſufficient 
« not only to diſcharge our preſent debts, but 
« any probable addition in the mean time to 
« be made to them by farther Loans on new 
« invented Funds. This is ſo true, that 
« ſuppoſitions about the increaſe of the publick 


0 debt 
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« debt might be carried on to the utmoſt ex- 
« fraungance, and ſtill appear to be provided 
« for. by the gbove· mentioned ſinking Fund 
« of one Million, increaſing at the rate of 4 
« per Cent. compound intereſt ; which, if it 
« were worth while, might be ſhewed to be 
« ſufficient, in about 105 years, to pay off a 
« debt of 1575 Millions, allowing for the 
« increaſe of the preſent debt of fifty Mil- 
« ions, by an addition of 15 Millions in e- 
« very year, in Which that ſinking Fund ſhould 
« be ſo applyed. Nor will this at all ſurprize 
« perſons, who have been accuſtom'd to at- 
« tend to the increaſe of money put out at 
e compound intereſt, or quantities continued 
« in Geometrical Progreſſion ; an enquiry in- 
© to which, will remove all doubt about the 
« truth of what I have here advanced. 

This ſort of reaſoning may ſerve well enough 
to try a man's talent at figures, and ſhew to 
what height intereſt upon intereſt may be car- 
ried in Theory ; bnt I hope that we ſhall ne- 
ver ſee it put into practice and experiment in 
England: for if we continue to increaſe our debt 
every Year, as is here ſuppoſed, in expectation 
of having it paid by the /enking Fund, che debt 
will remain a certain grievous burthen upon 
us, till it is thus paid off; which, at beſt, will 
take up a great number of years, during which, 
all our preſent heavy taxes and duties muſt be 
continued ; and eyen then, we have nothing but 
the moſt uncorrupted integrity of every Mi- 
niſtry, for all this long ſpace of time, to de- 
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pend upon for its diſcharge : fon in cafe aq 
Miniſter ſhould at any time, in almoſt any thy 
leaſt inſtance, violate his truſt, and break in 
upon this ſacred depoſitum, all theſe nice cl. 
culations fall to the ground, and this vaſt ſup. 
poſed additional and new-contratFed debt wil 
be faſtned upon us for ever; and by the diff. 
cultics, diſtractions, and extreme poverty, which 
it will neceſſarily involve us in, muſt of coutſe 
very much endanger our liberties, and may, 
one time or other, give us up a prey to the 
deſigns and machinations of our powerful ene- 
mies. So that I leave it to every judicious 
reader, whether this ſort of reaſoning, or e. 
ven the hint of ſuch ſchemes, publickly pro. 
pagated, is not a kind of Treaſon againſt the 
publick. 

Our author himſelf allows, * © that if 2 
* any time, on the diſcharge of any part «f 
ve the principal of the preſent debt, the inte 
“ reſt were not added to, and applied to the 
<« farther diſcharge of the remaining debt, but 
« another equal or greater principal ſum-ſhould 
be borrowed on the ſame annuity ; the pro- 
« greſs of the ſinking Fund would, by tuch 
« meaſures, if the ſame ſum were borrow, 
« be ſtopp'd; and if a greater, be put back 
« ward. 

We ſare told indeed, that we may ſecurely 
promiſe ourſelves that the ſinking Fund will 
be thus inviolably apply d, and not divertcd 
to any other purpoſe whatever ; but for this 
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we haye only our author's word; and I fear 
that it will, in a long courſe of time, admit 
of ſome doubt and ſuſpicion, unleſs we could 
be always ſure of having as able, uncorrupt, 
and diſintereſted perſons in the chief Poſts of 
the Adminiſtration as we have at preſent. 

As to what follows, viz. that the ſinking 
Fund is thus appropriated by ſeveral Acts of 
Parliament, we all know ; but as we have 
frequently ſeen other proviſions, which have 
been as ſolemnly appropriated, miſapplyed 
and diverted to other purpoſes, what reaſon 
can we have, with this author, to be ſo very 
ſanguine in this reſpeQ ? 

* «As long, ſays he, as the publick welfare ſhall 
© bein the leaſt regarded think we may con- 
« fidently expect that 0 perſons whatſoever, 
te whoſe hands the adminiſtration of our af- 
te fairs may at any time for the future be com- 
t mitted to, can ever be induced to approve 
te of, or recommend the application of the 
* produce of the ſinking Fund, in any poſſi- 
e ble exigence of our affairs, to any other uſes 
te thin thoſe to which it ſtands now appropri- 
tt ated.” —— And again he tells us, + that he 
* thinks it unneceſſary any farther to follow 
® ſogroundleſs and indecent a Jealouſy of the 
integrity and publick ſpirit of ſuch of his 
' W © countrymen, who ſhall for the future de- 
| * ſerve and attain to the favour and confidence 
| 
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Which two paragraphs I can look upon ii 
no other light than as a general panegyrich 
upon all Miniſters of State: for not content 
with expatiating, as he might very juſtly haye 
done, upon the integrity and publick 232 
uſe his own words) of our preſent Miniſters, 
he confidently undertakes to promiſe for the 
ſame excellent qualifications in all thoſe 44 
come ; and thinks it a groundleſs and indecent 
jealouſy to let it once enter into our heads 
that there ever will be, at any time whatſo- 
ver, any perſon in the adminiſtration, who 
will diſregard the publick welfare to carry on 
his own private deſigns, and prefer the pleaſing 
itch after Power, Honours and Riches to the 
diſintereſted love of his country. I wondet 
that he did not include, in this general compli 
ment, the former times as well as the preſent 
and the future; and aſſert as roundly that ther 
never was ſuch a creature as an ambitions, 
avaricious and corrupt ſtateſman, as that there 
never wilt be ſuch a monſter, t 

Yet after our author had thus warranted 
the ſtrict application of the fnking Fund to 
the purpoſes aforeſaid, and publickly eng 
ged himſelf for the good behaviour not on- 
ly of our preſent miniſters, but of thoſe to 
come, in this reſpect, we find him relapſing 
in his good opinion of them, and growing 
apprchenſive that the ſinking Fund will be, one 
time or other, divertcd to other uſes than 
thoſe for which it is appropriated, viz. fe 

total diſcharge of our publick debts ; _—_ 
: * 
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which head he expreſſes himſelf in this man- 
ner: 

(e When * the publick debts, by the far- 
ce ther reduction of their intereſt, ſhall ſir ſo 
« eaſy upon us, as to require but oye moyety 
« of the annual proviſion at firſt made for the 
« payment of it, and leave the other at the 
« ſervice of the publick, the danger ſeems to 
« me by no means inconſiderable, that it may 
« ſoon after be determined to employ the an- 
« nual income of the ſinking Fund in the 
« room of, and to caſe the publick of, ſome 
“ other taxes, by which our ordinary ex- 
« pences are ſupplyed; and that it may be 
« thought as reaſonable to reſt contented with 
the recovery of half the annual income of 
* the publick funds, without any expence to 
« us, 4s to redeem the whole of them with 
the trouble and expence of really diſcharging 
ſo conſiderable a debt. 

How. we are to reconcile his former, ſan- 
guine aſſurances, that the ſinting Fund would 
not in any poſſible exigence of our affairs, be 
diverted to any other uſes than thoſe to which 

it fands now appropriated with his preſent ap- 
prehenſions that it will be employ'd in the room 
of ſome other taxes, I cannot anſwer ; but 
if it be really a blunder, as it ſeems to be, 
Our author may at leaſt plead in his defence, 
that great Wits have ſhort Memories, and 
that theſe contradictions lie almoſt i ft 'y pages 
from each other. 
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Our author ſeems alſo to acknowledge, i, 
ſeveral places, that the /inking Fund has hi. 
therto made but little progreſs in the payment 
of our publick debts, though we have enjoy'd, 
ſince the contrivance of this expedient, the 
bleſſing of an almoſt profound and uninter. 
ruptcd tranquillity, But there has till been 
ſome obſtacles in its way; which, we may be 
ſurc, will never retard its progreſs for the 
future. 

Before I quit this head, I cannot avoid ta- 
king notice of one thing, at which our author 
ſeems mightily difturbed ; namely ſ that © He 
& has heard it objected, and ſtrongly inſiſted 
* on to be true, that our publick debts have 
« been far from decreaſing, or being made 
* lels, ſince the contrivance and application 
* of this expedient for that purpoſe ; but on 
ce the contrary, have been growing upon us, 
te and are now conſiderably greater than they 
« were about the time when the ſurpluſles 
« of ſeveral Funds were firſt appropriated to 
cr the diſcharge of thoſe debts. - And this me- 
« lancholy circumſtance, the ſame perſons ag- 
« gravate, with obſerving, that the increaſe of 
« our debts has been in a time of almoſt an- 
« interrupted peace z and infer that our debts 
«< muſt increaſc ſtill farther upon us, in caſe of 
cc any publick Troubles. 

He afterwards © wonders how ſuch an un- 
« comfortable miſtake could ſo generally pre 
* vail, againſt the teſtimony of the memory, 
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7 * that every 0 at all acquainted with 
publick tranſactions of this kindyBear, that 
« our — loans of late years have not 
been equal to the ſums that have within 
« the ſame time been paid off; till upon far- 
« ther enquiry upon this ſubje&, I have had 
« put into my hands copies of accounts, ſup- 
« poſed to be made up at the Exchequer, 
« ſtating the totals of the publick debts for 
« different years, to be greater conſiderably 
« from the year 1720, than in that year, and 
« in that year to be more than in any year 
before it. 
Indeed I have often heard the ſame point 
inſiſted on and aggravated with the ſame me- 
lancholy circumſtances which our author men- 
tions; but if it be really a make, I am far 
from thinking it an ancomfortable one. What 
accounts thoſe are which he had put into his 
hands, ſuppoſed to be made up at the Exche- 
quer, 1 know not, and therefore can ſay no- 
thing to them; but methinks he advances a 
merry ſort of paradox, when he ſays, that 
« in examining the particular articles of which 
* thoſe totals are made up, they will find that 
the great zncreaſe of figures, in the deſcrip- 
* tion of our preſent incumbrances, is' not 
4“ owing to any real increaſe of their true 
* quantity. 
He tells us, that * in an account now 
« before him, on the amount of the publick 
« debts om the the 31ſt of Dec. in ſeveral 
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te years, beginning in 1717, and ending in the 
ce year 1724, the amount of the publick debt; 
« jn the firſt of thoſe years, is deſcribed to be 
« 47 Millions 894 Thouſand 950 pounds, and 
cc jn the laſt to be 52 Millions 363 Thouſand 
« 471 pounds.” According to which account, 
the publick debt was increaſed, in the courſe 
of thoſe ſeven years, almoſt four Millions and 
a half ; but he endeavours to account for this, 
and offers ſcyeral reaſons to prove that not- 
- withſtanding this ſeeming increaſe, the pub. 
lick debt was conſiderably diminiſb d from the 
year 1717 to 1724. What force there js in 
theſe reaſons, we may judge by the following 
particulars. 

« The firſt, * ſays he, is the ſubſcription 
« of ſeveral irredeemable annuities for diffe. 
<« rent terms of years into the Sourh-Sea-Com- 
* pany's Stock, in the years 1719 and 1720; 
& by which thoſe annuities were converted 
« into a redeemable debt from the Govern- 
« ment, and purchaſed back from the pro. 
« prictors at higher rates, or a greater number 
« of years purchaſe, than were paid by the 
« proprictors for the ſame annuities, when 
« they were firſt purchaſed from the Govern- 
% ment. —— The difference of this, ſays he, 
« amounts to 3 Millions 155 Thouſand 858 
« pounds; which in the preient view mult, 
« he thinks, be admitted to be no rea! in. 
« creaſe of the publick incumbrances; or at 
« lcaſt not properly brought into the account 
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te of tloſe years, in which the aforeſaid ſub» 
« ſcriptions were made, thoſe ſubſcriptions 
« being well enough known and underſtood 
« to haye been of great advantage to the 
« publick. — He afterwards tells us, that by 
« theſe ſubſcriptions the farther increaſe of 
« the value of theſe annuities was molt for- 
« tunately prevented; and about which, all 
« that we have to wiſh is, that it had been 
« done ſooner, 

So that the execution of the late South- 
Sea Scheme, which has hitherto been eſteem'd 
a greater calamity to this nation than fire, 
{word or peſtilence, appears at laſt to have 
been of great advantage to the publick ; it 
was, it ſeems, a 20/7 Jenin tranſattion ; 
and we have only to wiſh that it had been 
done ſooner ; contrary to almoſt the unani- 
mous opinion of a whole nation, that it was 
the moſt unfortunate event, which could poſ- 
ſibly happen, and that we have only to wiſh 
that it had. not been done at all. 

If by the Publick our author means the 
publick coffers, or the intereſt of publick 
miniſters, in oppoſition to the whole body of 
the annuitants, as well as to national credit 
in general ; I believe, indced, that thoſe ſub- 
ſcriptions may be ſaid to be of ſome prblick 
advantage, though they have confeſſedly in- 
creaſed the deſcription of our Debts in the 
ſum of 3 millions 155 thouſand 858 pounds. 
But it ſuch methods as theſe are allowed of 
as juſtifiable to diminiſh our debts, at the ex- 
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pence of the proprietors of them, I coul 
point out a method, by which they would 
be totally diſcharged in a much ſhorter ſpace 
than what is propoſed even by this author, 
{cheme. | 

Another Article, * ſays he, increaſing 
in the aforeſaid accounts of the public 
“ dcbts from the year 1717 to the year 1724 
« is of Army-Debentures, or annuities char. 
e ged and made payable out of the Fund 
* commonly called the General Fund, after 
< the rate of 4 per Cent. for ſuch principal 
ſums, as in purſuance of ſeveral Acts of 
* Parliament, for appointing Commiſlioner 
<* to {ſtate the debt due to the Army, have 
been certified to have been due for ſei- 
© vices in the late war, and before the 
<« year 1717. This, Sir, from four hundred 
© thouſand, one hundred, fifty ſeven pound: 
« eight ſhillings and five pence, which on 
the 31ſt of Dec. 1717, is only ſtated to 
* be duc from the publick under this at- 
ce ticle, is on the 31ſt of December 1724, 
« by the aforeſaid accounts, deicribed to 
amount to upwards of two millions, one 
« Hundred and forty thouſand, one hunared 
« and fifty ſeven pounds. But, ſays he, % 
this debt was due before the ycar 1717 
in the preſent Inquiry whether the pub!ick 
debts are ſince that time increaſed or no 
this ſum, now the quantity of it is deter- 
* mined, is to be reckoned in the amount 
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« the publick debt, as well in the year 1717, 
« 2s in the year 1724; or, in other words, 
« to be conſider'd as due from the publick, 
« from the time it was contracted, and not 
« from the time only when it was certified 
« to be due. 

I wiſh the author had been pleaſed to give 
us the true reaſons of this prodigious va- 
ration, becauſe it is almoſt inconceivable 
how the publick debt, upon this account, 
could be increaſed from only four hundred 
thouſand to two millions one hundred and forty 
thouſand pounds, from the year 1717 to 1724, 
ſo long after the war was over, and when there 
could be no poſſible, real addition to this 
debt. This ſeems the more ſurprizing, bc- 
cauſe, as our author obſerves, Commiſſioners 
were appointed by Parliament to ſtate this 
debt, and to do juſtice impartially between 

the Creditors on one hand, and the Publick 
on the other, by taking the ſtricteſt care that 
the former ſhould be reimburſed what they 
had really expended, or was juſtly due to 
them for their ſervices during the late war; 
and that the latter ſhould not be impoſcd 
upon by extravagant demands, or fictitious 
debts, trumpt up for this purpoſe, and ſold 
at a large diſcompt, to perſons who would 
undertake to get ſuch accounts paſſed. Iam 
ſo perfectly ſatisfied of the honour and inte- 
grity of the gentlemen in that commiſſion, 
that I doubt not, they took all poſſible care, 
by their enquirics and cxaminations, to pre- 
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vent all impoſitions of this nature ; that they 
acted without favour, affection, or influence in 
this important affair; and ſtated theſe ac. 
counts, as they were ſeverally brought in, with 
the ſame vigilance, rigour and exactneſs which 
they would uſe in any private demands upon 
themſelves. | 

I agree with our author that his ſum ought 
to be conſidered as due from the time it was 
contracted, and not from the time only whey 
it was certified to be due : but the queſtion 
will be when it was actually contratted ; and 
perhaps it may be ſuggeſted, by the cnemic; 
of the preſent adminiſtration, that, although 
ſome part of this debt was really contracted 
during the time of the late war, yet that the 
great ſum to which, it is now increaſed, might 
be occaſioned by bad management /zce the 
year 17173 and that it is of the ſame conſe- 
quence to the publick, whether any miniſter 
continues to contract xew debts, or ſuffers the 
old ones, by negle& or miſmanagement, to 
{well to an exceſſive height. 

In order to remove theſe and the like ob- 
jections, I would humbly propoſe to have 
theſe accounts made publick, that the true 
rcaſons of the great variation in this article 
of our national debt might appear evident to 
all enquirers; by which means the cavils of 
ill-deſigning men, againſt the conduct of 
their ſuperiors, would be for ever ſilenced and 
confurcd, 

& Ano 
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« * Another article, mention d by our au- 

« thor, increaſing the total amount of the 

« publick Debts in the year 1724 beyond that 

« of the year 1717, in the aforeſaid account, 

« is, that of one million of Exchequer notes, 

« made out and lent to the South-Sea Com- 
« pany in the year 1720, and in that year 

added to the amount of the publick debts. 

« This ſum, ſays he, on the repayment of it 
« by the South-Sea Company would have 
« been deducted from the amount of the pub- 
“lick debts in that year, in which it was re- 
« paid, zf it had not been provided by a ſub- 
« ſequent Act of Parliament, that the afore- 
« ſaid Exchequer notes ſhould be cancell'd 
c and paid out of the ſinking Fund; and that 
the ſum of one Million due from the South- 
« Sea Company, ſhould be applyed when paid 
« to the diſcharge of a farther Million of 
« Exchequer notes, made forth in the year 
* 17223 and upon which money was raiſed 
for the diſcharge of a like ſum in arrear 
© tothe Navy, which ſaid ſum of one Mil- 
ion being in this manner ultimately ſup- 
« plyed out of the ſinking Fund, it is neceſ- 
« ſary (pray, Sir, obſerve his reaſoning here) 
eto ſuppoſe it to have been due from the 
« publick before the year 1716, the ſinking 
« Fund being, as I have above obſerved, a- 
< bout that time, appropriated to the diſcharge 
* of ſuch debts only as were due before that 
year; and conſequently this ſum of one 
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« Million being in the year 1717 owing, 
« and in arrear from the Government, ſhould 
ce alſo, in our preſent enquiry about the in- 
« creaſe of our publick debts, be in that ye 


« added to the amount of them. | 
I ſhall leave it to you, Sir, and to every 
reader, whether there is any concluſiveneſs in 
this reaſoning, vig. that it is neceſſary to ſupy | 
oſe this ſum, in arrcar to the Navy, to 
be due before the year 1716, becauſe it was 
ſupplyed out of the ſining Fund, which was 
firſt appropriated to the diſcharge of ſuch 
debts only as were due before that year: for 
may we not argue with equal ſtrength, upon 
the proviſion made, in the laſt reign, for build. 
ing! fifty new additional Churches within the 
cities of London and Weſtminſter, and rhe Sub- 
urbs thereof, that it is neceſſary to ſuppoſe 
that the ſeveral o Churches which have been 
lately rebuilt, were not done at the expence 
of that Fund, becauſe that Fund was firit ap- 
propriated only to the uſe of building fifty 
additional new ones? | 
But allowing a ſum of one Million in arreat 
to the Navy to be due before the year 1716, 
(as indeed there was, though our author's at- 
ument will not prove any ſuch thing) and 
that That ſum was ultimately ſupplied out f 
the ſinking Fund, yet I hope it will likewiſe c 
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be granted that the debt wow in arrear to the c 
Navy, was not due before the ycar 17163 ſo 0 
that take it which way you pleaſe, I can ſee 8 


no great difference in this particular. 
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The author proceeds to ſome other leſs 
material articles (which are not worth exami- 
ning) and concludes in general * that the pub- 
lick debts are ſo far from being in reality in- 
creaſed from the year 1717 tothe year 1724, 
that on the contrary they are diminiſh'd by the 
ſum of 2 Millions 106 Thouſand 149 pounds, 
or thereabouts. 

It is indeed but of little conſequence to the 
nation whether the publick debt was increa- 
ſed to that exceſſive ſum, which we now find 
it to be, before or after the ycar 1717, ſince 
the determination of this point will not in the 
leaſt lighten our burthen, or contribute to- 
wards the diſcharge of it. I cannot therefore 
help being ſomewhat ſurprized, that our au- 
thor ſhould take ſo much pains about it, and 
eſpecially ſince the honourable Houſe of Com- 
mons (upon a motion being made, the laſt 
Seſſion, for a Committee to be appointed for 
this purpoſe) very. wiſely rejected the propoſal 
by a great majarity, and would not ſuffer 
any ſuch aſeleſs Examination to be made 
into that matter. 

But our author, no doubt, had ſome views 
in it. Yet he cannot help acknowledging that 
f This ſum, eſpecially if it be farther redu- 
« ced by the reduction of one Million at two 
« different times borrowed, to ſupply the 
« deficiencies of the proviſion for the expence 
& of his Majeſty's civil government, conſi- 
e dered as part of, and an addition to our 
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« publick debts may be thought 700 inconſ. 
ce ' derable a diminution of our debts, to be 
* boaſted of as the effects of this expedient 
« for ſogreat a length of time. 

So that, after all, according to his own cal. 
culations, and ſuppoſing what I before ob. 
ſerved to be of no weight, the whole of what 
our publick debts are decreaſed in from the 
year 1717 to the year 1724, by this expedi- 
ent of a ſinking Fund, amounts to no more 
than one Million 106 Thouſand 149 pound, 
or thereabouts. Our author goes on thus: 

« But as it is no real objection to the truth 
« of thoſe computations, which I have made, 
« of the progreſs of the ſinking Fund from 
te the year 1727, I preſume it will likewiſe 
« be no diſcouragement to our dependance 
ce on this proviſion for the payment of our 
ce debts; eſpecially after we have conſidered 
ce the great addition that will be made to the 
cc ſinking Fund in the year 1727. 

It here deſerves to be particularly remar- 
ked, that though our author builds all theſe 
prodigious plans upon the great addition which 
is to be made to the ſinking Fund by the 
reduction of intereſt to 4 per Cent. in the 
year 1727; yet, in another place, he ſeems 
to make it a doubt, whether that reduction 
will ever take place or not; for if it dos 
not, all theſe calculations, and the ſcheme 
built upon them, will come to nothing, im- 
ſomuch that (as our author ſpeaks) + the on 
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curity yet 
ſees he ed , will be entirely taken as 


way : ſince (as he tells us in another place) 
* we owe it to this reduction, together with 
the proviſions at the ſame time made about 
the unredeemable annuities, that the total 
payment of our debts by this expedient begins 
to appear pratticable. How melancholy a 
ſight therefore mult it be to behold our au- 
thor, after all his big ſchemes and ſanguine 
aſſurances, falling into doubts concerning this 
great fundamental article? His words are as 
follow: + © And though it may be doubted 
« if the effect of this laſt reduction of publick 
« intereſt has been yet fully tryed, upon re- 
ee collecting how little the intereſt of the 
« proprictors of the publick debts in this re- 
« duction was attended to by themſelves, at 
« the time when it was agrecd to; and how 
« poſlible it is that a far greater number of 
ce the proprictors of the preſent Funds may 
« have propoſed to quit their intereſt in them, 
« when the reduction is actually to take place, 
« than will be ablc to find cuſtomers for it, 
ce unleſs at a conſiderable diſcount ; yet, &c. 

From what therefore has been obſerved upon 
this head, I think the author's /cheme, in its 
full ſtrength, ſtands thus : 

IF in the year 1727 the whole publick 
debt of this kingdom (by which I mean, a// 
that the Publick owes, whether it be publicłiy 
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rovided, that our debts ſhall 
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known or not) ſhall really amount to ng 
more than fifty Millions; Ir in the ſame year 
the income of the /inking Fund may be cer. 
tainly computed at a ſum of one Million; lx 
we can be abſolutely ſure that the ſaid ſum 
of one Million will, from year to year, be 
punctually applyed, in the manner before. 
mention'd, to the purpoſes to which it is a 
propriated ; IF we may aſſuredly depend upon 
it, that 20 Mzniſter, for the future, will be 
induced, in any poſſible exigence of affairs, 
real or pretended, to lay hands upon this ſa- 
cred Treaſure, and divert it to other purpo- 
ſes; IF we can undoubtedly promiſe ourſcyes 
to be free from any wars, inſurrections, or 
troubles, for a certain large number of years 
to come; or Ir the ſinking Fund can be tup- 
poſed to make a greater progreſs under the 
incumbrances of an expenſive war, than in a 
time of profound peace: I ſay, if all theſe ſup- 
poſitions are not ridiculous chimæra's, but well. 
grounded preſumptions, then is our authors 
ſcheme a rational ſcheme, and we may rel) 
upon ſeeing the publick debt totally diſchar- 
ged by it, within the time propoſed; nay, we 
may carry our debts to the utmoſt extraua- 
gance, in confidence of haying them, one time 
or other, fully diſcharged by a ſinking Fund 
of one Million, according to the rules of 
geometrical progreſſion. 

But allowing all theſe ſ#uppoſitions to be ratio- 
nal and well- grounded, what is the conſequence 
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of this ſcheme? Are we never to be out of 
debt, becauſe we have found out a method 
of being rcliev'd if we pleaſe? And becauſe 
the ſinking Fund will, in a reaſonable courſe 
of years, pay off thoſe debts, in which we are 
at preſent unhappily involved, muſt we needs 
go farther, and plunge ourſelves deeper in 
debt, only to protract the time, and ſhew the 
great extenſeveneſs of this project? We do 
not deſire to ſee experiments of this nature 
try d, nor to be convinc'd how far Quanti- 
ties may be continued in Geometrical Pro- 

efſion. We only deſire to ſee our preſent 
debts effectually diſcharged, that we may be relie- 
ved from the burthens which we now labour 
under. For ſuppoſing it, I ſay, to be true, 
that a yearly ſum of one Million, by way of 
ſinking Fund, to be applyed, in the manner 


before preſcribed, will, in ſuch or ſuch a ſe- 


ries of years, diſcharge a debt of one hun- 


dred, two hundred, or even (as you ſuppoſe) 


of fifteen hundred Millions; yet what exceſ- 
ſive, what intolerable duties and impoſts of 
all kinds muſt be levied upon the ſubject, to 
pay the intereſt of ſuch a vaſt debt, till this 
tedious term of years ſhall be expired? And 
what a comfortable reflection would it be to 
all free-born Engliſhmen, in ordcr to make 
them patient under their burthen, to conſider 
that zf there ſhall happen to be a conſtant 
ſucceſſion of honeſt Miniſters for fifty or an 
hundred years together; and zf, during that 
time, there ſhall alſo happenjto be a perfect 
E 2 
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calm of affairs diffuſed , over Europe, their 
children, or their grand- children will, in tha 
caſe, have ſome proſpect of ſeeing the national 
debt paid off, and their eſtates clear'd from 
thoſe grievous incumbrances to which they 
have been ſo long ſubje& ? It muſt certainly, 
I ſay, be a moſt delightful conſideration that 
ſome of our deſcendants will, at ſuch a re. 
mote zra, have ſome frail hopes of enjoying 
their eſtates free from theſe embarraſſments,; 
which muſt alſo depend upon this farther pro- 
viſo, that they ſhall not have been obliged, 
by the heavineſs of publick taxes, to incum- 
ber their eſtates, in the mean time, with pri. 
vate loans, in order to ſupport their domeſ 
tick Occonomy. 

It will be obje&ed, I know, by the adyo- 
cates for ſuch ſehem's and the inſtruments of 
a Faction, that theſe ſuppoſitions of a farther 
additional idebt, are only put by way of 
2/-gument to ſhew the great extent and 
progreſs of a ſinking Fund, applyed in this 
manner; and that it is ridiculous to ar- 
gue or ſurmiſe from hence, that there is any 
deſign of increaſing the preſent national 
debt. 

In anſwer to this, I declare that as no man 
in Britain can have a greater opinion of the 
abilities and integrity of our preſent ſupc- 
riors than I have; ſo I cannot entertain the 
leaſt ſuſpicion that They have any ſuch deſign: 
as men of abilities, I am ſure, they know how 
to conduct the machine of a quiet, eſtabliſh d 
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Government, in a time of peace, without 
running us farther in debt, which was com- 
plained of even under the moſt expenſive war 
that this nation was ever engaged in; as men 
of integrity, they have no ſiniſter deſigns, 
and therefore will not do it; but, on the 
contrary, will uſe all their endeavours towards 
extricating us from thoſe difficulties with which 
we are already ſurrounded. 


But, I confeſs, my opinion of this author 


is quite different, whole chief deſign ſeems 
to be, as far as I can judge, to prepare the 
nation for yew debts, (could any Government 
be cither ſo weak or ſo wicked as to follow 
his directions) under the popular pretence of 
exhibiting a ſcheme for paying the old. For 
were the author's only deſign to prove the 
efficacy and ſufficiency, of the /anking Fund 
for paying our preſent debt, he could have 
no occaſion to carry its progreſs any farther 
than this end; nor is it of any advantage to 
his argument, to demonſtrate that ſuch a ſum, 
ſo applyed, will not only pay off our preſent 
debt, but alſo any farther increaſed ſum, which 
we ſhall pleaſe to add to it; I fay, it can be 
of no advantage to his argument to ſuppoſe 
any farther debt, ſince if it be ſufficient to 
pay the preſent, we deſire no more. To carry 
his calculations therefore, with ſo much pains, 
farther than we now have, or, I hope, ever 
ſhall have occaſion for them, bears an ill aſpect, 
and muſt be allowed to be altogether unne- 
ccllary and impertinent to his preſent papa 
| 
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if he had no other deſgns. However it be 
an honeſt Briton does not love to hear the 
frequent repetition of farther duties and new. 
invented Funds, or to ſee any calculations 
which appear to have thistendency ; nor would 
he have ſuch broad Hints given to men, who 
are ready enough of themſelves, to lay hold 
on all occaſions of this nature. 

But becauſe this moſt pernicious deſign 
ſeems to be ſcreen'd under ſuppoſitions (3 
they are called) put only by way of argument, 
and to be given out in this manner, in order 
to prepoſleſs the judgment of the nation 2. 
gainſt the approaching Seſſion of Parliament, 
I will examine this matter ſomewhat farther, 
and produce ſome paſlages out of his book, in 
which this deſign may be more viſibly diſco- 
verd. 

In one place * he ſpeaks thus: © It muſt be 
ce however admitted to be not improbable, 
ce that ſome future exigencies of the Govern- 
* ment may make ſuch new loans neceſſary, 
* as may exceed any ſums in the ſame com- 
© paſs of time produced by or applyed to 
ce the diſcharge of our debts from the ſink- 
*« ing Fund. And in this caſe, upon the ſup- 
« poſition that ſuch new loans made upon 
© farther funds, found out for payment of 
e the intcreſt of the money to be advanced 
« upon them, Cc. 

Afterwards, in order to convince us of 
the improbability that the ſinking Fund will 
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be ever miſapplyed, he ſays, * Let the 
« expence, that the circumſtances of our at- 
« fairs may at any time make neceſlary, be, 
« or be ſuppoſed to be ever ſo much more 
« than what can be conveniently raiſed within 
the ycar, it muſt, I think, always appear 
« more eligible in regard to the publick inte- 
« reſt, as well as more eaſy to thoſe per- 
« (ons in the adminiſtration, to whom the 
« care of providing the neceſſary ſupplies ſhall 
« at any time be allotted, to raiſe what ſhall 
« be farther wanted by zncreaſing the publick 
debt with farther loans upon intereſt pro- 
« yided for by new duties, than to ſupply 
« the ſame ſums, in any way, from the pro- 
« duce of the ſinking Fund. | 

He proceeds thus : © The computation that 
« have laſt made was to ſhew, that the time, 
in which the above ſuppoſed ſinking Fund 
e of o Million, will be ſufficient to com- 
« pleat the diſcharge of the publick debts, 
* will by no means increaſe equally to the 
©* increaſe of the principal ſum of thoſe debrs 
« by farther loans on new Funds. 
Let us ſuppoſe, for inſtance, that the Go- 
* ycrnment were obliged, for 25 years toge- 
ther. to increaſe the preſent debt, by a 
Million borrow'd every year, at an intereſt 
* of 4 per Cent. provided for by fariher 
Funds, the above made computation will 
„Hi, that the additional debt of 25 Mil- 
ons would be paid off by a ſinking Fund 
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« of one Million, applyed as is therein ſup 
« poſed, in little more than ſeven years 
te after the diſcharge of the preſent 30 Mi. 
lions. 

Here, Sir, he juſt begins to open, and makes 
uſe of ſuppoſitions only; but in the next paſ- 
ſage which I ſhall quote, you will find him 
wonderfully explicit. 

* I cannot therefore, Sir, amongſt the or: 
ce dinary viciſſitudes of the affairs of any n. 
ce tion, not even amongſt any long and exper. 
« ſiue wars, that it may be neceſlary, for the 
« defence and ſafety of theſe kingdoms, to 
e carry on with our neighbours, find out that 
« exigence of our affairs that can make thc 
« miſapplication of the ſinking Fund appea 
4 neceſſary or probable to be put in practice; 
« while it is ſo certain that the lands, eſtates, 
« expence or commerce of Great Britan 
« will yet eaſily admit of farther duties (ut 
« ficient to furniſh new funds to anſwer the 
e intereſt of ſuch ſums, as any publick oc 
& caſions, that I can repreſent to my ſelf, cat 
« call for. 

In all the diſcourſes which I ever yet met 
with, either in writing or converſation, about 
the preſent ſtate of this kingdom, the gred 
debt under which it labours, and the extra 
ordinary duties, which, upon that account, 
we are obliged to ſubmit to, have always been 
mention'd as the chief or only remaining ob- 
ſtacles to our general, publick felicity; ve 
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ſeem to have nothing Jett to do, in ordet to 
compleat our happineſs, but to pay off our 
debts and leſſen our faxes, which occaſion 
ſuch daily murmurings and complainings in 
our ſtreets : yet this is repreſented by our 
author as a thing of ſuch ſmall moment, that 
he affirms for certain, that the lands, eſtates, 
expence, or commerce of Great Britain, will 
jet eaſily admit of farther duties, ſufficient 
70 furniſh new funds to anſwer the intereſt 
of ſuch ſums as any publick occaſion whatſo- 
ever, that he can poſlibly repreſent to him- 
ſelf, can call for, 

Was ever any author guilty of ſuch an ex- 
travagant aſſertion ; or, of ſuch a flat contra- 
diction to the common ſenſe and knowledge 
of a whole nation? Is there not already a 
Land Tax upon our eſtates as large as can 
be reaſonably deſired in a time of peace? Are 
not all our ordinary expences burthen d with 
duties; or is there any conſiderable branch of 
commerce which does not pay its cuſtom ? 
Is there ſcarce any thing which we cat, drink, 
wear, or, in any manner, uſe, which does 
not contribute to the neceſſities of the Go- 
ernment? Arc not many things doubly, tre- 
bly, and even quadruply loaded? Is not this 
generally lamented by all people; and can our 
author, who pretends to underſtand the ſtate 
b. or the nation ſo exactly, be ignorant of it? 
Or, does he imagine that all the world have 
loſt the uſe of their eye: ght and feeling, ex- 


en ept himſelf? 
F What 
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What therefore ſhall we fay to a man, 
who thus inſolcntly ſports with the calami. 
ties of a nation, and lays wanton plans for 
future miniſters, (ſince I am ſure they can have 
no influence upon the preſent) to oppreſs his 
fellow - ſubjects with ſuch grievous burtheng, 
as neither we nor our children ſball be all. 
to bear? 

There is one argument which, methink, 
our author might have remembred under this 
head, ſince he hath not forgot to make uſe 
of it upon another occaſion, to which it i 
not a whit more applicable; I mean, the re 
duction of intereſt upon the publick debts to 
3. per Cent. upon which he makes the follow. 
ing obſervation. 

* « The ſucceſs attending the reduction of 
& ſo great a part of our debt from 6 to ; pe- 
Cent. and from thence afterwards to 4 per 
* Cent. certainly cannot be looked on as a 
foundation for expecting the ſame event 
e of our endeavours to reduce intereſt {till 
4 farther.” ——— I ſay, this argument might 
have bcen full as juſtly applyed to the calc 
of farther duties, fince it cannot be conclu- 
ded. from the willing ſubmiſſion of our 
countrymen to great duties, that they will 
as readily acquieſce under much greater. 

But to proceed, our author goes on Cott 
nectively with what I before cited, on the 
F#ncreafing the publick debt with farthe 
loans, in this manner ; 
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« Not can 1 fear that ſuch duties will not 


0 « be chearfully voted and ſubmitted to, when 
or « they ſhall appear neceſſary to prevent the 
Ve « miſapplication of an annual ſum, employed 
ls « jn ſo uſeful and neceſſary a ſervice to the 


55 « publick, as the reduction of our debrs; / 
le « while that appears to be retarded ſo much 

« more by diſcontinuing the payment of thoſe 
g « debts, than by the increaſe of them. 


is I do not think myſelf at an equal liberty ' 
ſe with this author, to declare my opinion whit | 
i a Britiſh Parliament ought to vote; though 
e. the ample experience which we have al- f 
0 ready had of their /oyalty and public i- 0 
v. rit, is ſufficient to convince me that they 9 


will not ſcruple to vote any thing which 
ſhall appear to be neceſſary for the ſervice 
of the nation; but I will venture to af- 
firm, that, if the Parliament ſhould be indu- 
ced to vote any ſuch farther duties, they 
will do it meerly becauſe they find it ne- 
ceſſary, and not upon this author's wild no- 
tion, that the lands, eſtates, expence or cum- 
merce of Great Britain, will yet eaſily admit 
of them. Neither can I poſſibly believe that 
ſuch a numerous and wiſe aſſembly as a Brj- 
tiſh Legiſlature can ever be impoſed upon ſq 
far, as to think of reducing our debts by in- 1 
creaſmg them; which is à paradox peculiar i 
to our author, the maintaining of which, as 9 
it is expreſſed in this paragraph, ſeems to be 


the drift of his whole book, | 
F 2 | As 
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As to ſuch farther duties being chearfull 
ſubmitted to, I can only ſay, that I am very 
much of the contrary opinion, and chiefly 
becauſe I do not fee ſo much chearfulne, 
in the ſubmiſſion to thoſe duties which arc 
already laid upon us; but if the Parliament 
votes them, the people muſt ſubmit ; whe. 
ther chearfully or not, is little to the pur. 

ole. 
b. Our author himſelf, in this place, men- 
tions an objection to the payment of our 
debts, upon which, perhaps, it may not be 
improper to make a remark or two. He in- 
troduces it very tenderly, and, as it Wears un- 
willingly, in this manner ; 

* © There is another objection, ſays he, 
* to the probability of the payment of our 
ee publick debts, which if I did not frequently 
© mcet with, I ſhould chooſe not to men- 
c tion, from. my apprchenſions, that in ſta- 
< ting of it as I have met with it, I ſhould 
ce be obliged to mention my ſuperiors With 
* leſs decency than that gratctul ſenſe I have 
ce of the happineſs we enjoy under the pre- 
« ſent reign, would on other occaſions lead me 
* ta; or than you, Jr, from the ſame mo- 
tives would expect from me. But as you 
© arc pleaſed to admit you have often met 
ce with i it from others, you will give me leaye 
te to mention it, in my way to anſwer it. 
e The objection I mean, is, that the conti- 
© nuance of our publick debts 1 is, and always 
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« muſt be, the intercſt of perſons in the ad- 
« miniſtration, ; that the greateſt profit of 
« their cmployments ariſes from hence ; and 
« that the neceſſary power and influence to 
« ſypport themſelves in thoſe employments, 


depend greatly on their having reſerved to 


« themſelves the diſpoſition of the various 
offices and employments in collecting and 
« applying the revenues appropriated to the 
« payment of the publick debts; which, when 
« thoſe debts ſhall be diſcharged, can ſubſiſt 
&* no longer. | f 

do not underſtand what reaſon our au- 
thor could have for being ſo very cautious of 
mentioning this objection, unleſs we are to 
preicr what is falſely call'd) good manners 
and decency, in an enquiry of this nature, 
to a ſtrict regard to truth, and an impartial 
conſideration of the arguments on both ſides 3 
without which, he might better have ſate ſtill, 
and not taken the trouble to diſcuſs this point 
at all. I hope any man may have as grate- 
ful a ſenſe, as this author, of the happineſs 
we enjoy under the preſent reign, without a 
ſervile adulation to his ſ#perzors, and endea- 
vouring to diſguiſe ſo important a point as 
the payment of our publick debts. For my 
part, I am ſorry that there appcars to be any 
rcalon in this objection, which our author 
3 ſeems to acknowledge in what fol- 
ows. 

Whatever truth we ſhould admit to be 
in this objection, we have the pleaſure of 


ob. 


1 
* obſerving, that it appears to be equally true, 
« from the frequent and earneſt recommen. 


« dations from his Majeſty of the neceſſ 


«* meaſures for diſcharging the publick debt, 
te to the care and endeavours of the Legi(lz. 
© ture; the ſeveral ſteps that have been tx 
* ken by them; and the great and effectuil 
« proviſion that is already made for this pur. 
* ge ; that nothing can have been, or wil 

e more ſincerely intended and endeavour 
* by his Majeſty, or the Perſons who Hare 
ce had, or ſhall have the honour to be em. 
« ploy'd by him. 

This laſt paragraph is to be looked upon 
as part of his general panegyrick upon all Mi 
niſters preſent and future; ro which allo, in 
this place, he has been pleaſed to add the pg. 
He proceeds in this manner : 

« But from the ſenſe I have juſt now pro- 
e feſſed to have of the bleſſings we enjoy 


under the preſent government, I muſt con. 


te fels, I ſhould with no pleaſure look fot: 
« wards on that pcriod of time, when his 


% Majeſty or his Succeſſors ſhould be depri 


« yed of the means of ſupporting it, or even 


of rewarding or encouraging the fidelity 


« and ſervices of their beſt ſubjects. 
I ſhould be as unwilling as this author to 


ſee his Majeſty or any of his ſucceſſors d. 
prived of theſe means; but certainly it can 


not be thought neceſſary or adviſeable to con- 
tinuc ſo many heavy duties only for this rea- 
ſon, that his Majeſty will thereby have an 
> op- 
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opportunity of rewarding ſome of his ſub- 
jects; neither can I conclude, as our author 
ſeems to ſuppoſe, that a reduction of theſe 
offices and employments, implyed in a re- 
demption of thoſe duties, for the colle&ion 
and application of which they were firſt ap- 
pointed, would really incapacitate the King 
to reward and encourage ſuch of his ſubjects 
as ſhall approve themſelves worthy of his 
royal favour. How far the diſpoſition of 
theſe employments may ſerve the purpoſes of 
perſons at any time in the adminiſtration, I 
ſhall not preſume to determine; eſpecially ſince 
I may, perhaps, be obliged to ſpeak with 4% 
decency of my ſuperiors than 1 ought to do, 
He goes on thus : | 

« The chief uſe therefore that I have pro- 
« poſed to make of this objection, is, to 
take an occaſion from it of conſidering 
« how far it is probable that ſuch a reform, 
as is above ſuppoſed, of the various em- 
« ployments in collecting and receiving the 
«« preſent revenues, ill take place on the diſ- 
« charge of the publick debts z or how far 
it is reaſonable that it ſhould do ſo. And 
« this ſuppoſition being founded on a pre- 
« ſumption, that the particular duties now 
te appropriated to the payment of the publick 
« debts, will, after the payment of them, be 
« immediately removed, the reaſonableneſs 
e of that preſumption will be the matter in 
«« queſtion. 
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This bilngs us to that patt where our au- 
thor undertakes to ſhew,* © how far the dutieʒ 
« at preſent appropriated to the paymettt of 
<«< Our debts, or part of them, may, after the dif. 
cc charge of thoſe debts, be continu'd and made 
cc to anſwer the ordinary annual expence of out 
« Government, more to the advantage of the 
cc publick, with 4% burthen and expence to 
cc the particular eſtates of his Majeſty's ſub- 
« jects in this kingdom, and conſiſtently with 
« a more equal and reaſonable proportion of 
« the burthen or expence by every ſubjet 
« ſubmitted to, to the benefit he reccives 
« from the ſupport of our Government, than 
« is now done by the preſent proviſion made 
<« for the aforeſaid ordinary annual expence. 
Again he ſays, Upon enumerating the 
« ſeveral duties which at different times have 
te been provided to anſwer the demands of 
e the publick creditors, it will appear that the 
« greateſt part of them (whether collected by 
& cuſtom or exciſe) have been laid upon com. 

ee moditics in general uſe and contumption 
« amongſt that part of the inhabitants of this 
country, whoſe circumſtances will eaſily ad- 
« mit of the expence. 

Once more. © In this way the publick 
expence is leaſt ſenſibly felt by thoſe who 
cc really contribute towards it; every pcrion 
te being voluntary in his expence, and gra- 
« tifymg himſelf while he is contributing from 


c 
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r his eſtate to the expence of the govern- 
« ment. 

| Theſe paſſages are evidently calculated to 
pleaſe and amuſe thoſe perſons, who gene- 
rally paſs under the denomination of /anded 
men, by endeavouring to perſuade them that 
the tax, which is at preſent levyed upon their 
eſtates, for the ordinary expences of the go- 
vernment, will be redeem'd, when the publick 
debts are paid off. He tells us that © He ſhall 
« not point out any inequality or hardſhip 
« that he may apprehend to be in the ordi- 
« nary annual proviſion made amongſt us by 
* a Land-tax; but content himſelf with ma- 
© king ſome obſervations, tending to recom- 
« mend the greateſt part of the duties now 
« appropriated to the payment of our debts, 
« as the moſt convenrent and reaſonable 
ce taxes to ſupply the ordinary expence of our 
« Government; when redeemed by the pay- 
«© ment of thoſe debts, 

I ſhall not preſume to oppoſe our author 
ſo far as to recommend the Land-Tax cither 
as an eaſy or an equal burthen; but I cannot 
help obſerving that he ſeems to act the part 
of a ſweetner in this reſpect, and propoſes the 
redemption of this tax, as a ſugar-plums to 
make us ſwallow down other duties, which 
will be much more grievous and inſupporta- 
ble. For whatever hardſhip or inequality there 
may be in the Land tam, yet I think it de- 
monſtrable that there is a much greater Hard- 
ſhip and inequality in ſeveral of our preſent 


duties; 
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duties; which ought not therefore to be re. 
commended by our author as the moſt conve. 
nient and reaſonable taxes, to ſupply. the or- 
dinary cxpence of our government; for I will 
venture to ſubmit it to every impartial man of 
common ſenſe, whether the duties, for in. 
ſtance, upon coals, candles, ſoap, leather, and 
many other things, eſpecially upon window: 
lights, (for which ſeveral houſes under 101, 
per Annum, pay as much as the greateſt man- 
ſion or villa in England) can be aid to bear 
a © more equal and reaſonable proportion of 
© the burthen or expence by every ſubje& 
cc ſubmitted to, to the benefit he receives from 
« the ſupport of our Government, than is 
« now done by the preſent proviſion made 
te for the aforeſaid ordinary annual expence. 
For this rcaſon, I am aſtoniſh'd at an au- 
thor, who can have the hardineſs to declare, 
that the greateſt part of our duties is laid 
« upon Zhoſe of our inhabitants whoſe circum 
* ſtances will caſily admit of the expence; 
or that © the publick expence is, this way, 
te leaſt ſenſibly felt by thoſe who really con- 
« tribute towards it: for I deny that “e. 
« very perſon (or indeed almoſt any) is vo- 
« luntary in his expence, and gratifying hin 
« ſelf, whilſt he is contributing from his eſtate, 
ce to the expence of the Government.” No 
body, ſure, can be ignorant that multitudes 
of ordinary tradeſmen, mechanicks, and poor 
labourers, who have large families, are inuo- 
luntarily obliged and neceſſitated to theſe ex- 
pences. 
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nces. And it is equally certain, that, con- 
ſidering their circumſtances, they bear a larger 

oportion in the ſeveral duties before- men- 
tion d, to the ſupport of the government, than 
men of plentiful eſtates do, by the conſump- 
tion of a greater quantity of the ſame commo- 
dities. 

But it would be needleſs to purſue this ar- 
gument any farther, or endeavour to evince 
the falſity of propoſitions, which every body 
muſt perceive at firſt ſight; eſpecially ſince 
they have felt the weight of them for ſo many 
years, and in ſo ſenſible a manner. 

I hope, Sir, that none of my readers (un- 
leſs it be this author, or ſome of his ſordid 
admirers) will be either ſo weak or diſinge- 
nuous as to ſuggeſt that I write this to make 
my fellow-ſubjeas, in any manner, uneaſy 
under the burthen of theſe duties; or to in- 
ſinuate, that they are unreaſonably laid upon 
them. I have no ſuch deſign; but am wil- 
ling to contend for their chearful ſubmiſſion 
to them, ſince the exigences of the govern- 
ment, under a long and expenſive war, in- 
volved us in ſuch a debt as made theſe du- 
ties, or the greateſt part of them, abſolutely 
neceſſary to preſerve and ſupport the national 
faith, But as I cannot ſuppreſs my own in- 
dignation, ſo I would willingly arm my coun- 
trymen with the ſame ſpirit and reſolution a- 
gainſt a man, who repreſents theſe neceſſary 
hardſhips as meer flea bites, and, like a cruel 
task-maſter, endeayours to convince us, whilſt 

G 2 we 


(44) 
we are actually bending under the weight of 
our preſent burthens, that we are ſtill able to 
bear a great deal more. 

The laſt point which our author undertake, 
to conſider is, * whether © it will be adviſe. 
c able for us to endeavour after a ſtill greater 
« increaſe of the ſinking Fund, by a farther 
« reduction of the intereſt of the publick 
te dcbts.” And having taken a great deal of 
pains in ſtating the arguments pro and con, 
and conſider'd the cauſes of the wariation 
of the rate of intereſt in all countries, 
which he attributes (and I think very juſtly) 
to the real proportion of their ordinary ne. 
ceſſities for money to their capacity and 
diſpoſition to ſupply them: I ſay, having 
fully ſtated theſe particulars, he determines 
the queſtion in the negazzuve, and affures us 
that an attempt to reduce intereſt to 3 pe 
Cent. will, in all probability, prove unluc- 
ceſsful, and, on many accounts, inconvenient 
to the publick. 

I confeſs my ſelf of our author's opinion in 
this particular, in which I am fully confirm d, 
not only by the arguments which he has ad- 
vanced upon it, but likewiſe from the ſuccels 
of an experiment, which we have lately ſeen 
tried, in order to borrow money at 3 per 
Cent. by a Htate- Lottery. For thou 
are aſſured that this loan has ſo far ſucceeded 
(notwithſtanding that the Tickets did all 2. 
long ſell at a diſcount) that not above ten 
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or eleven thouſand tickets were left in the 
Government's hands; yet I ſubmit it to be 
conſidered (as our author frequently expreſſes 
himſelf) whether even this ſucceis was not) 
in ſome meaſure, rather owing to previous 
engagements, to a ſpirit of gaming, and the 
deſire of being in fortune's way, as well as 
to ſome other methods, which I ſhall nor 
mention, than to the natural reſult of pub» 
lick credit, the general ſatisfaction of the ad- 
venturers, or to the real proportion of our 
ordinary neceſſities for money to our capaci- 
ty and diſpoſition to ſupply them. 

I hope, Sir, that I ſhall be indulged in one 
remark upon this head, which ſeems very ob- 
vious, V/S. that ſince an attempt to raiſe fo 


ſmall a ſum as one Million (for I think I 


may be allowed to call it ſo, as our affairs 
ſtand at preſent) has not met with the greateſt 
approbation and ſucceſs, though attended with 


the advantages of our moſt prevailing foibles, 


and projected under the adminiſtration of a 
gentleman, in whom the generality of the 
people of Great Britain puts fo great a con- 
fidence, and who has been fo juſtly celebra- 
ted for raiſing money to ſupply the ordinary 
expences of the Government, in a more caly 
and adyantageous manner to the publick, than 
any of his predeceſſors; how, I ſay, can it be 
expected that the people will readily ſubmit 
to the reduction of the intereſt of 50 Mil- 
lions, without any of theſe inducements, under 
the management of any of his ſucceſſors? : 
This 


„ 

This remark naturally draws on another, 
which is, that from hence it appears ridicy. 
lous to ſuppoſe that any perſon, who waz 
concern'd in projecting or modelling this 
Lor TER, could be the author or adviſer 

of the Pamphlet before us ; but, on the con- 
trary, that the writer, whoever he is, ſeems 
to be guilty of ſome diſreſpect and indecency 
to his ſuperiors, (notwithſtanding all his boaſted 
profeſſions) in dwelling fo long upon the un. 
adviſedaneſs and inconvenience of reducing 
intereſt to 3 per cent. at the very juncture, 
when an attempt of this nature was actually 
upon the Carpet. 

But I ſhall leave this to the conſideration 
of thoſe whom it may concern; and proceed 
to obſerve, that our anthor, not content with 
proving the unadvi/edneſs of making any far- 
ther reduction of intereſt, relapſes into his old 
diſtemper, and diſcovers the ſame ſymptoms 
of an inclination to burthen his fellow-ſub- 
jects with farther Duties and new Funds. 
For though he judges it inconvenient to in- 
creaſe the preſent ſinking Fund by any farther 
abatement of intereſt; yet he has found out 
an expedient, which will fully anſwer the 
fame end. He tells us, * that if the ſink- 
ing Fund were to be increaſed to one Mit 
lion and an half per Annum, by an abatc- 
ment of 1 per Cent. intereſt on fifty Mil. 
lions, the whole debt would not be paid off 
in above four years and an half leſs than by 
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a ſinking Fund of one Million, intereſt conti- 
nuing at 4 per Cent. He propoſes, there- 
fore, to make up this difference, and com- 
pleat the payment of tac whole debt within 
the ſame time, without reducing intereſt, by 
raiſing, at the publick expence, the yearly ſum 
of three hundred twenty two thouſand pounds 
for twenty three years and an half together. 
His own words will beſt explain his mean- 
ing : 

5 « Another way of ſtating the advantage 
« to the publick in this contraction of the 
« time, which our debts may take up in the 
« diſcharge of them, from 28 to 23 years 
« and an half, would be to find out and aſ- 
« ſign that annual ſum, which added to the 
« above ſuppoſed ſinking Fund of one Mil- 
« ion, at the publick expence, and without 
« any farther reduction of the intereſt of the 
e debt to be paid off, would anſwer the ſame 
« purpoſe as the addition of five hundred 
« thouſand pounds to that Fund, taken from 
« the income of the publick creditors, and 
e contract the time in which the pay- 
« ment of 50 Millions would be compleated 
“ from 28 years to 23 and an half; and this, 
« Fir, will be found almoſt 322 thouſand 
« pounds, which yearly expence to the Go- 
« vernment, for 23 years and an half, would 
« anſwer the ſame purpoſe as the above 
« ſuppoſed deduftion of five hundred thou- 
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% ſand pounds per Annum from the income 
« of the publick debts. 

Though I am far from being of that poli- 
tick gentleman's opinion, who thought it ridi. 
culous to take any care of poſterity, which 
had never done any thing for him; yet I think 
we may run into exceſſes on the other fide: 
for 1 hope a good Engliſhman may be al- 
lowed to have ſome regard for himſelf, a; 
well as forzhoſe who are to come after him; 
whereas the whole tenour of our author's book 
is to prove, that we ought to beggar our: 
ſelves, in order ro make the next. generation 
happy ; and is for ever dinning it in our ears, 
with the moſt nauſcous repetitions, how rich 
and flouriſhing the people of this nation will 
be about 7hzrty years hence, if we will but 
be contented to make ourſelves very poor 
and miſerable in the mean time. 

This is manifeſtly the drift of his whole 
book ; he ſeems to treat it as a matter of no 
moment, how many taxcs and impoſitions 
are laid upon his countrymen of this age, in 
order to relieve thoſe of the next ; whereas. 
I think all that can be required of us, con- 
ſiſtent with our ſtricteſt duty to poſterity, is 
to put our dcbts in a good method of being 
diſcharged, and inviolably apply the ſums al- 
ready appropriated to that purpoſe : for it is 
highly unrcaſonable that the whole burthen 
ſhould be thrown upon us; and ] believe that 
we ſhall be thought to acquit ourſelves as good 
Engliſhmen, and lovers of our country, if, 
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dy honeſt management, we contrive it ſo, 
that the weight of our debts may fall equally 


upon us, and our immediate ſucceſſors. 
As to this project of raiſing 322 thouſand 


pounds, by new duties, for an addition to the 


preſent ſinking Fund of one Million, I think 
it but little leſs hard that we ſhould be ob- 
liged to ſubmit to ſuch a ſum, ſuperadded to 
all our other duties and taxes, for ſo long a 
ſpace as 23 years and an half, only for this 
reaſon, that the publick debt will, by that 


means, be paid off in four years and an half 


leſs, than by the preſent ſinking Fund ; I fay, 
it is almoſt as hard for us to ſubmit to this, 
as it would be for the publick creditors to 
loſe 1 per Cent. of their income for the 


fame purpoſe. 


And here I cannot help obſerving, that as 


this book ſcems deſigned to delude and im- 
poſe upon all parties, by falſe repreſentations 


and chimerical ſchemes, in order to carry on 
a moſt pernicious deſign ; ſo, the following 
paragraph is calculated to cajole the proprie- 
tors of the publick debts, as one or two for- 
merly quoted, were to amuſe the landed 
gentlemen in the ſame manner. 

* « The proprietors of our debts have, as 
« ſuch, not deſerved ſeverity from the pub- 
« lick, but as ſubjects of this kingdom are 
« intitled to have their intereſt regarded by 
« the Government, as far as the publick con- 
« venience will admit of. And in this view 
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te there may be ſome room to conſider the 
& uncqual hardſhip to the publick creditors, 
ee bythe loſs of a fourth part of the annual 
« income of their eſtates, implycd in the 
ce ſucceſs of an attempt to reduce their an- 
« nuities to 3 per Cent. And while the con- 
&« yenience to the publick, to be obtained by 
« ſuch a reduction, is ſupppſed to be the 
ce earlier diſcharge of the publick debts, 
ce the hardſhip appears greater from this 
&* circumſtance, that whatſhall be thus annually 
ce deducted and taken from their income, 
« will not go ſo far in anſwering this pur- 
c polc, as two thirds of the ſame yearly ſum 
te any other way ſupplyed, and, for this ge- 
« neral convenience, more equally levyed 
ce upon the ſubjects of this kingdom: 322 
ce thouſand pounds per Annum, or therea- 
« bouts, raiſed at the general expence, and 
ce added to the ſinking Fund of one Million, 
© being, as I have before obſerved, ſufficient 
ce on the above made ſuppoſitions, to effect 
ce the total diſcharge of the publick debts, as 
te ſoon as the addition of five hundred thou- 
« ſand pounds per Annum deducted from the 
ce intcreſt of thoſe debts, when reduced to 
ce 3 per Cent. 

All this, Sir, may be very true; and what 
then? For my part, I cannot ſee that there 
is any urgent occaſion either to reduce in- 
tereſt to 3 per Cent. or to raiſe the ſum here 
propoſed ;. nor does it ſeem to be of that 
abſolute importance whether our _ -” 

ul 


(51) 

fully paid off juſt at the end of ſuch a period ; 
or, in other words, whether this deſirable 
work ſhall be accompliſhed in 28 years, or in 
23 and an half. I believe, if the nation could 
be as ſtrongly convinced, as this author pre- 
tends to be, that it will certainly be diſchar- 
ged in the former term of years, by the ſtrict 
application of fhe preſent Fund, that they 
would be fully ſatisfied, and wait with pa- 
tience the appointed time. It cannot there- 
fore be thought adviſeable, for the ſake of 
ſo ſmall a difference, to incumber ourſelves 
with ſuch a farther, large annual ſum, to be 
continued for ſo many years, unleſs we could 
have ſtronger aſſurances, than what our au- 
thor has been pleaſed to give us, of the ſtrict 
application of this additional ſum, as well as 
of what has been already granted and appro- 
priated to this purpoſe. 

Yet the author of the Eſſay is ſo fond of 
this propoſal (for what rcatons I ſhall not de- 
termine) that he purſues it to the end of his 
book, and, juſt as he is going to take leave 
of his Patron, expreſſes himſelf in this man- 
ner. 

* « TI would not have it, from any thing 
* I have aid, inferred, that I am in general 
* againſt any expedient for the much ſpee- 
dier diſcharge of our preſent debts ;I ſhould 
be glad if any reaſonable method for this 
*© purpoſe could be thought of; nor would 
any new burthen, or variation in the pre- 
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« ſent burthen, on the ſubjects of this king, 
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ec dom, implycd in any propoſals for this 
« purpoſe, be with me an objection to them, 
« if the means were but found out of pro- 
« portioning ſuch a new burthen, cither to 
ec the property or expences of our inhabitants 
« in ſuch a manner as would be generally 
Fe ſubmitted and agreed to; and that ſuch 
« an expedient were found out, I wiſh for 
& this reaſon, that whatever in publick af. 
cc fairs is thought of great and general im- 
& portance to be done at all, ſhould be done, 
« if poſſible, as ſoon as it appears to be fo; 
te that the moſt eligible methods for effecting 
cc jt, are ſuch as may be carried on, and fi- 
ce niſhed under the direction of the ſame Per. 
te ſons who were firſt engaged in them, and 
cc that the ſucceſs of ſuch meaſures ſhould 
ce be as little as poſſible hazarded by the 
“ different ſentiments of their ſucceſſors, 

I cannot, in the leaſt, doubt, Hir, after 
what has paſſed, that this author would not 
be againſt any expedient which is calculated 
for paying off our debts, by raiſing more 
money, and laying new burthens on the ſub- 
jets of this kingdom: but though I am as 
willing as he can be, that the ſame Perſons 
who have now the honour to be in the ad- 
miniſtration, may long continue ſo, and am 
ready to agree with him, that no perſons are 
better qualified to manage and direct ſuch ex- 
pedients; yet I cannot ſee what his reaſons 
are for being in ſuch haſte, ſince all their 
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meaſures have been hitherto ſo apparently 
calculated for the good of the publick, that 
I think there can be no danger that any of 
their ſucceſſors ſhould be of different ſen- 
timents. | | 

Our Author has ſaid before, that the gonti- 
nuance of our debts is and always muſt be the 
intereſt of perſons in the adminiſtratian, aud 
that the greateſt profit of their employments 
ariſes from hence ; which, if we call to mind 
ſomething, that happened laſt Seſſion in the 
Houſe of Commons, is a ſtronger argument, 
than any he has made uſe of, for ſupporting 
his opinion, that the great work of paying 
our debts ſhould be finiſh d under the direction 
of the ſame perſons who were firſt engaged in 
it; for when a Gentleman, in one of the high- 
eſt poſts of the revenue, ſhall have the virtue, in 
the moſt publick manner, to. diſclaim any 
ſuch wean and ſordid profit, by turning the 
ſecret knowledge of a great miniſter to his 
own advantage, and condeſcend to give us 
the moſt ſolemn aſſurances that he did not 
deal for a ſhilling in the Alley, during 4 
whole year together ; when he ſhall, from the 
integrity of his heart, call ſuch practices t hie- 
ving and robbery, nay picking of pockets inthe 
moſt dirty manner ; when there was not one 
individual perſon of the whole aſſembly, that 
heard this voluntary profeſſion, who did not 
ſeem fully convinced of the truth of it, and of 
the diſintereſted ſincerity of him that made it; 
when it is eyident to all mankind that the 
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| eftate of this Gentleman is no larger tha 
what the bare ſalaries of his employment 
and a little moderate frugality and conduct 
would have made it; I ſay, when all theſe 
things are ſo plain, what ſtronger argument 
can there be for keeping this great affair of 
the payment of our debts under the ſame di. 
rection and management which it has hitherto 
been! For tho it may be poſſible, perhaps, 
to find other perſons of ſufficient abilities for 
this purpoſe; yet I think I may lay it down as 
a truth not to be contradicted, that it is al moſt 
impoſſible to find any one, beſides him, en- 
dowed with that incorruptible integrity, which, 
above all things, is ſo neceſſary for carrying 
on this publick undertaking. 
The Kings of Great Britain have certainly 
a right, by their prerogative, to chuſe their 
own miniſters and alter them at pleaſure; nor 
does it become a private ſubject to adviſe, pre- 
ſcribe or interfere with them in this reſpeR. 
But ſince our author has not ſcrupled to recom- 
mend the continuance of the ſame gentlemen in 
the adminiſtration,for the more ſpeedy diſpatch 
of the payment of the publick debt, I hope 
I may be allowed to ſecond him in ſo worthy 
a motion; in which I am ſo zealous, that if it 
ſhould prove agrecable to his Majeſty's inclina- 
tion and the judgment of bath Houſes, no- 
thing would rejoice me more than to ſee an 
Act of Parliament made on purpoſe to ſecure 
them in that ſtation durante vita, in order ta 
compleat ſo glorious a work. And ſince it is 


not 
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not in the power of any carthly ſoyeteign to 
protract life beyond its fix d period, which is 
a prerogative belonging only to heaven, I 
would farther humbly propoſe to have a new 
form of prayer drawn up, by the ſpiritual Fa- 
thers of our Church, and inſerted in our Li- 
turgy (next to that for the King and the royal 
Family) for the preſervation and continuante 
of the PRESENT MINISTRY, | 


Having thus, Sir, gone through this Eſſay, 
and given you a faithful abſtra& of it, with 
ſuch Remarks of my own, as I judged neceſſa- 
ry, I believe you will agree with me, that 
the author's deſign was to throw us into a ſu- 
pine lethargy and inſenſibility of our preſent 
condition, by giving us, in an artful manner, 
a falſe repreſentation of the national debt, as 
well as of the manner in which it has been in- 
creaſed; by endeavouring to perſwade us, a- 
gainſt the demonſtration of our ſenſes, that it 
is ſo far from being ſo conſiderable, as it has 
been hitherto repreſented, that we may till 
encreaſe it much farther, without feeling the 
weight; that Taxes and Dutzes are only bug- 
bears, which ill deſigning men have thrown in 
our way, in order to frighten us with imagi- 
nary dangers, and falſe alarms; in ſhort, by 
labouring, through his whole book, to inſult 
the common underſtanding of all his fellow- 
ſubjects, whether in the landed or monied 
intereſt, and conciliate their minds to farther 
loans and new duties. 


But 
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Baut there isftill one topick, which it they 


not be improper to take ſome notice of. Our 
author, as 1 have before obſerved, endeavours 
to diſguiſe his real deſigns under the pretext 
of ſpecious ſuppoſitions; accordingly we of. 
ten find him introducing his darling ſubje& 
of new invented funds and farther duties 
with the ſuppoſition of a war, a rupture with | 
our . neighbours, or ſome great exigence of 


8 fairs but this pretence, together with 


theſe apprehenſions, will intirely vaniſh, when 
we conſider that his Majeſty was graciouſſy 
pleaſed, at the opening of the laſt ſeſſion, to 
aſſure his Parliament that he only view and 
end of all his endeavours was to preſerve the 
Peace and Balance of Europe; which he 
doubted not to do by their aſſiſtance. We 
were alſo aſſured by a very great man in the 
Houſe of Commons, upon the ſuggeſtion of a 
war, that he knew no reaſon for any ſucb 
apprehenſions, unleſs it was occaſioned by 
their own diſſenſions and animoſities; which 
I am ſure cannot be now ſaid to occaſion it, 
ſince no Britiſh King was ever bleſſed with a 
more dutiful Parliament; nor was a greater 
unanimity ever known in both Houſes, than 
upon this and ſeveral other important occa- 
ſiong. At the concluſion of the ſeſſion, his 
Majeſty repeated the ſame gracious decla- 
rations, and left us no reaſon to doubt of a 
ſpeedy and laſting tranquility in Europe. 
Accordingly, we find that none of our neigh- 


bours have hitherto offered to moleſt us; out 
Ships, 


1 
we ſee, rode at anchor in che Ports of 
ee Enemies, or diſplay d their 
Flags. in the adjacent ſeas, without oppoſi- 
tion ; and I doubt not chat they will all re- 
turn triumphantiy, as ome have done alrea- J 
dy, without .meeting with any power, who | 
will raſhly preſume to attack the — * 
Great Britain. 
It muſt be confeſs d indeed, that the . 
expences, which have been incurr'd to 
the publick on this occaſion, will, in all pro- 
bability, appear to be very large, whenever the 
whole account, not only of victualling, ſto- 
ring, and fitting out ſo many ſquadrons, be- 
ſides keeping a great number of ſeamen and 
officers in conſtant pay, but likewiſe all other 
incidental charges of rigging, repairing and 
rebuilding Ships, ſhall be fairly brought in: 
yet ſurely no good ſubject will think much 
of theſe expences, when he conſiders that 
they were abſolutely neceſſary for prefer- 
ving the tranquility of Europe and the ho- 
nour of Great Britain. If any one ſhould 
be ſo weak as to ask, what ſignal exploits have 
been performed im any of theſe expeditions, or 
what ſervice they have yet been of towards 
ſettling the affairs of Europe, and bringing a- 
bout that general and laſting peace which has 
been ſo much talk d of and deſir'd; the an- 
ſwer, I think, is very obvious, and ſuch as 
highly redounds to the reputation of our coun- 
try: for it ought not to be expected that we 
ſhould make men _ whether they will or 
no. 
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no. We have effectually maintain d our aatient 


ſovereignty of the ſca by this gre Ame 
ment; and, if nothing farther has been done, it 
cannot be look'd upon as our fault; for 10 

well known that a Britiſb fleet wants | 
but an enemy, in order to be witforions:' ' 
I will conclude, Sir, with obſerving, Wa 

we ſeem to have nothing left to do, in order 
to compleat our national happineſs, but to pay 
off our debts ;'(omo encouragements, honor? 
or rewards (however uncommon, extraorgding- 
ry or unprecedented) will be eſtecrti'd/ to 
great for the Man, who ſhall in good earnelt 
ſet about this commendable work, and make a: 
real effectual progreſs in it. On the other hand, 
Ihope the publick will reſent the manner in 
Which this author has inſulted our calamities 
under the pretence of relieving them 
doubt not that the Legiſſature will + unank 
mouſly reject all ſuch pernicious /ebomes, 
ſhonid they be offered to them; and "that! 
every honeſt Briton will 2004 _ un 
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